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ur ARGUM ENT. 


U PI TER angered at the Delays of the Grecian 

Army, ſends Mercy ry to Mars to command bim 10 
award the War. The Temple of that Deity is deſcribed. 
T ben follows Adraſtus's Speech over the Sepulchre of Ar- 
chemorus. Mars, by Means of Terror, incites the Gre- 
cians 10 reſume their March to Thebes. Bacchus inter- 
ledes fer his native City with Jupiter, who paciſies him 
with Promiſes of a Reſpite. The Theban Troops and 
Auxiliaries are drawn out to Battle, Phorbas gives an 
Account of the Commanders of them to Antigone, who af- 
cends one of the Towers for that Purpoſe. Eteocles Bar- 
rangues his Army. The Greeks are terrified with ſeveral 
Omen in their Route to Thebes. Jocaſta with ber two 
| Daughters ventures into the Enemies Camp, in Order to 
briag about @ Reconciliation between the two Brothers, 
which ſbe had eſfected, bad not the Greeks killed two Ti- 
gers belonging to Bacchus. Hoſtil:ties commencing, ſeve- 
ral of Note are flain on both Sides. Amphiaraus, after 
a great Slaughter of the Enemy, is fwallowed up by an 
Kerthquake, with an Account of wh; ch Prodigy the Book ” 


ends. 


THEBAID or STATIUS. 


: 


T NpicnantT now, th' etherial King ſurvey'd_ 

1 The Theban War by fun'ral Games delay d, 

And ſhook his Head, beneath the moving God 
From Pole to Pole the ſtarry Regions nod, 


And Atlas, with unwonted Weight oppreſt, 8 


To the great Author of the Shock addreſt 


His juſt Complaint.— To Maia's winged Son 
In awful Tone th* Almighty thus begun, 
 Cyllenius, mount the Winds and ſpeed 1 thy F light 


With ſwift Deſcent ſrom Heav'ns imperial Height. 10 


To where in Air the Thracian Domes ariſe, 
And 1 Calyfo binds the northern Skies, 


. Indignant EY Statius has here manifeſted his Belief of one 


beds almighty Being, whom he introduces with a Dignity and 
Superiority ſuiting his Character and Nature. There is a Noble- 
neſs in this Deſcription, that would not have diſgraced Vigil him- 
ſelf; and the ſtupendous Effects of the Nod are finely imagined. 
But after all, he ſeems more deſirous of making this Deity for- 
midable than amiable. He is juſt, but his Juſtice is not tem- 
pros with Mercy. We find him the Author of all the Blood ſhed 


etween the two Nations; he liſtens to the Imprecations of Oedipur 


and thinking Mars too dilatory, ſends Mercury to him a ſecond Tune 
to rouſe him to Pattie: by Dint o Threats,” 


On 
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Tur ARGUMENT. 


UPITER onzered at the Delays of the Grecian 
Army, ſends Mercury to Mars to command him to 
Award the War. The Temple of that Deity is deſcribed. 
T ben follows Adraſtus's Speech over the Sepulchre of Ar- 
chemorus. Mars, by Means of Terror, incites the Gre- 
cians 10 reſume their March to Thebes. Bacchus inter- 
cedes for his native City with Jupiter, who paciſies him 
with Promiſes of a Reſpite. The Theban Troops and 
 Auxiliaries'are drawn out to Battle, Phorbas gives an 
Account of rhe Commanders of them to Antigone, who aſ- 
cends one of the Towers for that Purpoſe. Eteocles har- 
rangues his Army. The Greeks are terrified «with ſeveral 
Omens in their Route to Thebes. Jocaſta with ber two 
Daughters ventures into the Enemies Camp, in Order to 
bring about a Reconciliation between the two Brothers, 
which ſhe had effected, had not the Greeks killed two Ni- 
gers belonging to Bacchus. Hoſtilities commencing, ſeve- 
ral of Note are ſlain on both Sides. Amphiaraus, after 
a great Slaughter of the Enemy, is fewallowed up by an 
+a rthquake, with an Account * which * the Book 


end. ce. 


T _ AID or STATIUS. 


— * — 


"BOOK THE "SEVENTH, 


> NDIGNANT now, th' etherial King ſurvey 4 

1 The Theban War by fun'ral Games delay” d, 
And ſhook his Head, beneath the moving God 
From Pole to Pole the ſtarry Regions nod, 

And Atlas, with unwonted Weight oppreſt, 
To the great Author of the Shock addreſt 

His juſt Complaint.— To Maia's winged Son 

In awful Tone th* os thus begun, 

_ Cyllenius, mount the Winds and ſpeed 1 thy Flight 

With ſwift Deſcent from Heav'ns imperial Height. 10 

To where in Air the Thracian Domes ariſe, 

And fair Calyſto binds the northern Skies, 


v. I. Indignant now] Statius has here manifeſted his Belief of one 


| ſupreme almighty Being, whom he introduces with a Dignity and 


Superiority ſuiting his Character and Nature. There is a Noble- 
neſs in this Deſcription, that would not have difgraced Virgil him- 
ſelf; and the ſtupendous Effects of the Nod are finely imagined. 
But after all, he ſeems more deſirous of making this Deity for- 
midable than amiable. He is juſt, but his Juſtice is not tem- 
2 with Mercy. We find him the Author of all the Blood ſhed 
etween the two Nations; he liſtens to the Imprecations of Oeaiput 


and thinking Mars too dilatory, ſends Mercury to him a ſecond Tumns 
to rouſe him to Battle by Dint of Threats. 


On 
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302 STATIUSs ':HEBAID. Book VII. 
On Clouds and Dews celeſtial feeds her Beams, 
And ſhuns old Ocean's interdicted Streams: 

And, whether Mars, upon his Spear reclin d, 15 
Reſpires from Toil, or wroth with human Kind, 
Purſues the War near Hebrus freezing Flood, 

And wantons in a Sea of kindred Blood, 
To him our Wrath in our own Terms expreſs, 
Nor, cautious. of offending, aught ſuppreſs: 20 
Long fince he was enjoin'd by my Commands Pe 
To range in Arms the Greek and Theban Bands, 
And kindle Diſcord on th* Inachian Shore, 
And where the thund'ring Waves of Males roar. 
See! fun'ral Rites th* Argolic Youth detain 25 
Juſt on the Confines of their own Domain. I 
They act like Conquerors, ſuch Shouts ariſe 
At Intervals between the Sacrifice. 
O Mars! is this a Sample of thy Rage ? 4 
See! in far other Conteſts they engage: 20 

Oebalian Gantlets claſh, and with a Bound  — 
The riſing Quoits aloft in Air reſound. 

But, if the cruel Horrors of the F OY 

Are till his-Joy, and give his Soul Delight, 

Loet him, averſe to Covenant and Truce, 85 

With Fire and Sword the guiltleſs Town reduce 
To Ruins, laughter in the Act of Pray'r, 

Exhauſt the World, and lay Creation bare. 
But now perverſe, and heedleſs of his Sire, | 
He quits the Strife, and moderates his Ire. 40 
Vet let him ſpeedily our Will obey, 
And urge the Grecian Warriors to the Fray; 
Elſe ( not to treat him worſe) I change his Kind, 
And break the ſavage Nature of his Mind: Wy 
5 . His 
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His Sword and Courſers elſe he muſt reſtore; 


5-666 
And claim the Right of kindred Blood-no more. : 
Tritonia will ſuffice to the Command, 

And all beſides ſhall as Spectators ſtand. 

He faid: the ſwift-wing'd Herald ſallies forth, 

And to the frozen Climates of the Nortn 50 


Purſues his Courſe. Before the polar Gate 


Storms, Show'rs, and yawning Winds his Coming wait 


In ſable Troops: then down the ſteepy Way 
The God, diſtracted in, his Flight, convey. 

Thick on his Robe the rattling Hail deſcends, 55 
And ill the ſhading Hat his Ears defends. 
With Horror now he caſts his Eyes around, 

And views, dere on a Drazen Trat of Ground 


v. 57. With Shs: now] Lewis 3 in a his Life of this Au- 
thor, tranſeribes this Deſcription of Mars' 8 Temple and Palace, as 
a very fine one: fine however as it is, that in Dryden $ Palamon and 
Arcite is not inferior, as We Reader will ;Perrems. from. a * 


riſon. 


Beneath the low” ring Brow, and on a Bent 
The Temple ſtood of Mars armipotent: 
The Frame of burniſh'd Steel, that caſt a Glare 
From far, and ſeem'd to thaw the freezing Air. 
A ftrait long Entry to the Temple led, 
Blind with high Walls and Horror over Head: 
Thence iſlu'd ſuch a Blaſt, and hollow Roar, 
As threaten'd from the Hinge to heave the Door: 
In through that Door a northern Light there ſhone ; 
T'was all it had, for Windows there were none. 
'The Gate was Adamant, eternal Frame | | 
Which hew'd by Mars himſelf, from Indian Quarries came, 
The Labour of a God; and all along 
Tough Iron-Plates were clench'd to make it 18 
A Tun about was ev'ry Pillar there: 
A poliſh'd- Mirror ſhone not half fo clear. | 
There ſaw I, how the ſecret Felon wrought, 
And Treaſon lab'ring in the Traitor's Thought; { 
And Midwife Time the ripen'd Plot to Murder brought, 


There 
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394 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book VII. 


Beneath the fronting Height of Anus ſtood = | 
The Fane of Mars, encompaſs'd by a Wood. 60 


There the red Anger dar'd the pallid Fear; | 
Next ſtood Hypocriſy with holy Leer: 
Soft ſmiling, and demurely looking down, 

But hid the Dagger underneath the Gown: 

Th' aſſaſſinating Wife, the Houſhold Fiend, 

And far the blackeſt there, the 'Traytor-F riend. 

On t'other Side there ſtood Deſtruction bare; 
 Unpuniſh'd Rapine, and a Waſte of War. 
Conteſt with ſharpen'd Knives in Cloiſters drawn, 

And all with Blood beſpread the holy Lan. 
Loud Menaces were heard, and foul Diſgrace, +: Uh 
And bawling Infamy in Language baſe; _ F 

Till Senſe was loſt in Sound, and Silence fled the Place. 3 
The Slayer of himſelf yet ſaw I there, £ 

The Gore, congeal'd, was clotted in his Hair: 
With Eyes half clos'd and gaping Mouth he lay, . 

And grim, as when he breath'd his ſullen Soul away. 

In Midſt of all the Dome, Mis fortune fate, 

And gloomy Diſcontent and fell Debate. 
And Madneſs laughing in his ireful Mood. 
And arm'd Complaint on Theft, and Cries of Blood. 

There was the murder'd Corpſe, in Covert laid, 
And violent Death in thouſand Shapes diſplay'd : 4 

The City to the Soldiers' Rage reſign'd: 

Succeſsleſs Wars, and Poverty behind: | 

Ships burnt in Fight, or forc'd on rocky Shores, 
And the raſh Hunter ftrangled by the Boars : 

The new-born Babe by Nurſes overlaid; 

And the Cook caught within the raging Fire he made. 
All Ills of Mars his Nature, Flame and Steel, - 

The gaſping Charioteer beneath the Wheel 
Of his own Car; the ruin'd Houſe that falls, 

And intercepts her Lord betwixt the Walls: 

The whole Diviſion that to Mars pertains, 
All Trades of Death that deal in Steel for Gains. 

Were there, the Butcher, Armourer and Smith, 
Who forges ſharpen'd Faulchions, or the Scythe. 
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The ſcarlet Conqueſt on a Tow'r was plac'd, I 
With Shouts, and Soldiers Acclamations grac'd :- T 
A pointed Sword hung threat'ning o'er his Head, = ti! 
Suſtain'd but by a ſlender Twine of Thread. B 


There ſaw I Mary's Ides, the Capitol, REES ne ſo 
The Seer in vain foretelling Cæſar's Fall; 8 | 
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The Manſion, rear'd by more than mortal Hands, 

On Columns fram'd of poliſh'd Iron ſtands ; 

The well-compacted Walls are plated o'er 

With the ſame Metal: juſt without the Door 

A thouſand Furies frown. The dreadful Gleam, 65 

That iſſues from the Sides, reflects the Beam 
Of adverſe Phæbus, and with chearleſs Light 

Saddens the Day, and ſtarry Hoſt of Night. 

Well his Attendants ſuit the dreary Place : | 

Firſt frantic Paſſion, Wrath with redd'ning F ACE, 
And Miſchief blind from forth the Threſhold ſtart; 

Within lurks pallid Fear with quiv'ring Heart, 

' Diſcord, a two-edg'd Faulchion in her Hand, 

And Treach'ry ſtriving to conceal the Brand. 

With endleſs Menaces the Courts reſound: 

Sad Valour in the Midſt maintains her Ground, 

Rage with a joyful Heart, tho' ſhort of Breath, 

And, arm'd with Steel, the gory- viſag'd Death : 

Blood, ſpilt in War alone, his Altars crowns, 

And all his Fire 1 18 ſnatch'd from burning Towns. 


70 
- 


80 


The laſt Triumvirs, and the Wars they move, 
And Anthony, who loſt the World for love. 
Theſe and a thouſand more the Fane adorn; _ 
Their Fates were painted ere the Men were born; 
All copied from the Heav'ns, and ruling Force 
Of the red Star, in his revolving Courte. 
The Form of Mars high on a Chariot ſtood, _ 
All ſheath'd in Arms, and gruffly look'd the God; 
Two Geomantic Figures were diſplay d 2 
Above his Head, a Warrior and a Maid, 1 
One when direct, and one when retrogade. 


I hope none of my Readers, but ſuch as are inſenſible of the fine 
Traits of Poeſy, will be diſpleaſed at this long Quotation; as ſet- 
ting them together in this Manner is the beſt Way to ſhew the 
Beauties of both Authors; and nothing is more agreeable to Per- 
ſons of Taſte, than comparing the F lowers of Genius 4 Fancy. 


U . SHpoils 
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Spoils hung around, and gaudy Trophies torn, 
From vanquiſh'd States the vaulted Roof adorn ; 


Fragments of Iron-Gates with Art ingrav'd, 


Veſſels half. burnt, or by the Billows ſtav'd, 
Sculls cruſh'd by Wheels, or by keen Faulchions cleft, 8 5 
And Chariots of their Guides and Steeds bereft. 
Nor were the Wounds of War alone expreſsd, 
For Groans were almoſt ſeen to heave the Breaſt. 
Here grim to View was plac'd the God of F iSt, 
S0 well. diſpos d - that ſtill he was in Sight 90 
From ew'ry Path, that to the Center brought: ch 
Such was the Work by ſkilful Vulcan wrought, 
Before, by Sol betray'd, th* Adultrer ru'd 
His treach'rous Love by vengeful Schemes purſu'd. 
Scarce had Cyllenius caſt his Eyes around  _ 3 5 
In Search of the fell Dæmon, when the Ground 
Gan ſhake, and Hebrus* horned Flood to roar, 
And vex with refluent Waves the Thracian Shore. 
Then, as a Sign of his Approach, the Steeds 
Spring from their Stalls, and beat rhe rrembling Meads ; 3 


v. 96. When the Ground] What a a Idea of Mars does the 
Poet imprint on the Imagination of the Reader! To uſher 
him in with the greater Pomp, the Ground trembles, the River 
roars, and the Gates of his Palace fly open to receive him. He is 

repreſented all covered with Blood; his Chariot, drivea by Bel- 
lona, overturns Trees, Hills of Snow, and every Thing in its Way; 
and Mercury, a Brother Deity, is ſo daunted at his Appearance, that 
his very Blood 1s chilled, and he does not dare deliver Jove's Meſ- 
ſage; nay, the Poet tells us, that God, great as he is, would have 
ſome Reverence for him, and recall the Menaces he uttered. 
A Painter might form from this Paſſage the Portrait of Mars in all 
his „Terrors, as ſucceſsfully as Phidias drew that of Jupiter from Ho- 
mer s Neſcription of him in the firſt Book of the Iliad. In ſhort, 
upon the whole, this Repreſentation is ſo grand and full, that no- 
thing can exceed it, but that of the ſame Deity 1 in the third Book 
of this Author. | 

The 
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The Gates of Adamant, eternal Frame! 

Flew open. Soon as the Deſtroyer came, 

High in his Car, and grac'd with hoſtile Gore : 

The Wheels, fwift-rolling, daſh'd the Meadows o'er 


With crimſon Drops; where'er he pour'd along, 1 05 


The Foreſts and deep Snows give Way.—A Throng 


Laden with Spoils, ſucceeds. Bellona ſteers 


The Chariot's Courſe, and plies her aſhen Spears. 
All cold and ſtiff with Terror Hermes grew, 


And turns his Eyes from the terrific View. 110 


Ee Jove himſelf might ſoften his Demands, 
And ſpare his Threats. While mute Cyllenius "I : 


The God, preventing his Confuſion, cries: 
What News from Fove ? what Orders from the Skies! ? 


or ſcarce; unleſs ſome Pow'r thy Will controuls, 
For this bleak Clime beneath the northern Poles 


| Woud'ſt thou reſign the ſweet Lycean Vales, 

And Mænalos, refreſh'd by Summer Gales. 

His Sire's Injunctions known, without Delay 

Great Mars impells along the dreary Way 120 

His Horſes, panting yet with recent Toils, 

And fires the Greeks with Hopes of promis'd Spoils. 
This ſeen, the Cloud compeller half reſigndd 

His TT and 1 now his Face declin * 


v. 99. 7 be Steeds] The ſceing of à Horſe in a foreign Country 


hang any other Object of the animal Creation was reckoned by 


the Antients as an Omen of War. Anas, in relating his Adven- 
tures to Dido, tells her that, in Iraly 


Quatuor hic, primum omen, equos In — vidi 
Tondentes campum late, candore nivali 


Et pater Anchiſes, bellum, terra hoſpita, portas. 
Bello armantur equi. 


= _..- Thus, 


„ $374. 
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T hus, when the weary Blaſts of Eurus ceaſe, 125 
And leave the Deeps ſubdu'd, at firſt the Peace 
Is ſcarce diſcern'd, as ſtill the Waves retain 
Their Swell, and heave the Surface of the Main, 
Whilſt, unrefreſh'd, the Seamen ſeek their Oars, 
And Cordage, floating to the neighb'ring Shores. 130 
The fun'ral Games, and harmleſs Conteſts clos'd, 
Adraſtus Silence on the Crowd impos'd, 
And pour'd, to glad the royal Infant's Soul, 
A large Libation from the ſparkling Bowl: 
Then 1 the diſcontented Shade address d? 43 5 
Grieve not, O Babe, in Heav'n ſupremely bleſt. 
If each third Year theſe fun'ral Rites ſhall ſee, 
So may not Pelops ſeek with greater Glee 
Th' Arcadian Altars, nor with Iv'ry Hand 
Inſult the Temples on th* Elæan Strand; 14 
So may not Corinth, nor the Delpbic Coaſt 1 
Superior Fame, and prouder Honours boaſt. 
Me deem thee more than mortal, and deny 
That Styx confines a Member of the Sky. 
Here end thy Rites : but ſhou'd our Vows be crown 66 
And haughty Thetes lie level with the Ground; 
A ſplendid Fane, and Altars ſhall be thine, 
And white-rob'd Prieſts with holy Pomp inſhrine 
Thy ſacred Aſhes : nor ſhall Greece alone © 
Through all her Cities make thy Godhead known, 150 
But Thebes to thy Divinity appeal, 4 3 
And ſwear by thy dread Name with awful Zeal. 


v. 1 So may not Pelops, c. ] The Senſe of this Paraphraſe i is, 
May neither the Pythian, Olympic nor Ithmian, Games excel thoſe 
6 inſtrated 1 in Honour of thee, O Babe.“ 


Thus 


5 
{c 


us 


In ſilent Motions their Aſſent expreſs'd. | 

Mean Time the God of Battle urg'd his Car 155 | 
Down Ephyra's Steep Shores, where ſeen from far 
The well-known Mount with daring Head invades 


Then Terror, deareſt of his menial Train, 
Since none can on our Fear ſo well impoſe, 


And ſpecious Lyes with more Succeſs diſcloſe. 
His Aſpect varies, as the Fiend commands, 


Such is his Talent, that he ſtill deceives, 5 
And the gull'd Dotard all alike believes. 1 170 


Of ſeeming Duſt, and awe the tim'rous Crowd. 


Jo double ev'ry Fear, and ſpread th' Alarms, 175 
He mimics une Steeds, and . Arms; Lo. 


1 Iſthmus, called Acrocorinthus, . e. the higheſt Part of Co- 
rinih. Ephyra is an Iſland adjoining. 


Commands by terrifying the Confederates with a falſe Account of 


Boox VII. STATIUS's THEBAID. 3og 
Thus ſpoke the Chief for all his Hoſt. The reſt 


The Clouds, and either Sea alternate ſhades. 


He ſends as Harbinger, nor ſends in vain ; 160 


Unnumber'd are his Tones of Speech, and Hands. 
Whether th' Exiſtence of two Suns he feigns, 115 
Or ſubterraneous Motions of the Plains, | 
Whole Foreſts ſhifting Place, and Planets hurP'd 
From their own Spheres, to gild the nether World, 


He calls forth all his Art to raiſe a Cloud 


The Chiefs, aſtoniſh'd, from the Mountain's Brow 
Beheld it mounting ofer the Fields below. 


7. The ol Las Meum] This was a Mountain in the Pe- 


v. 159. Then Terror] Mars is now preparing to obey Jupiter O 


the Theban Army: but all this is told us poetically ; and agreeably 
to the Spirit of the Epopæia, Terror becomes a Perſon, and ſpeaks 
and acts as an Attendant of Mars. This allegorical Perſonification 
is the ſtrongeſt Proof of a fertile Imagination, and the very Zan xe 


Yozn of Rendite Poeſy. 
ET. Then 
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310 STATIUS's THEBAID. Boox VII. 
Then with deluſive Shrieks he grates their Ears, 
And with falſe Clamours ſhakes the ſolid Spheres. 

At this with ſudden Dread the Vulgar ſtart, 

A Pulſe unuſual flutt'ring at their Heart: 180 
Terror may mock us with imagin'd Cries : 
But can it cheat at once our Ears and Eyes? 

See what a Duſt the T hebans theſe ?——tis ſo, 
They come: ſuch is the Boldneſs of the Foe. 
But why this Stand ?—we'llfirſt diſcharge our Vows, 185 

And cloſe the Rites — Thus they. The Terror grows, 

A thouſand diffrent Shapes the Monſter took, 
And varied at his Will his Voice and Look, 
No the Piſzan Mode of Drefs he wears; 

And then a Suit of Pylian Armour bears: 190 

Or in the Spartan Phraſe, t'augment their Fear, 
Swears by the Gods, the Theban Hoſt is near. 
All paſſes with the Crowd for genuine Truth, 
And gains Belief from hoary Age and Youth. 
But, when on Whirlwinds borne, the direful Tale 195 
He wafts around, and brooding o'er the Vale 
Thrice ſhakes his ſounding Shield, thrice ſites His 
Steeds, 
And lifts the Lance that flames dier all the Meads, 
Arms, Arms they ſhout, and no Decorum known, 
Take up another's Weapons for their own, 200 
In borrow'd Coats of Mail, and Caſques they ſhine, 
And to their Comrades? Car their Courſers join. 
In ev'ry Breaſt Impatience to engage, 
And Luſt of Slaughter reigns. Nought checks their 

Rage; 2 | 
But on they ſpeed, aud rd with Thirſt of Pra,” 205 
By preſent Haſte redeem their paſt Delays. _ 

duch 


— 
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Such is the Tumult, when indulgent Gales | 
Blow from the Strand, and fill the ſpreading Sails. 


Before the Blaſt the gaudy Veſſel flies, e | 
The Port rolls back, and leſſens to their Eyes. 210 
Now on the Surface of the Deep their Oars, 3 


And Anchors float: while the deſerted Shores, 
And Comrades left behind their Eyes purſue, 

Till all is loft, and vaniſh'd from their View. 

When vine-crown'd Bacchus ey'd the Grecian Throng, 
As, fluſl'd with martial Heat, they poſt along, 
He turn'd his Eyes on Thebes, and inly groan'd, 

For much his native City he bemoan . 

A Look, expreſſive of his Grief he wore ; of 
The purple Chaplets grac'd his Hair no more. 220 
TH untaſted Cluſters from his Horns he ſhook, 
And the wreath'd Spear his better Hand forſook. 

Diveſted of his Robes, before the Throne 
Of Jove, who prefs'd by chance the Pole alone, 
In all the Negligence of Woe he ſtands, 225 
And, ſuppliant, thus beſpeaks with lifted Hands 


v. 215 When vine-crown'd Bacchus] If Venus in Virgil pleads for the 
Trojans, Bacchus here intercedes for his native City, 7 hebes, and Statins 
| Has given Jupiter the ſame tender Regard for him, as in the Eneid 
he diſcovers for Venus. From Fupiter's Anſwer to Bacchus on this 
Occaſion, compared to what he ſays elſewhere, it appears, that 
Jupiter himſelf was ſubje& to the Laws of Fate: but, in Reality, 
| theſe are found to be no other than the fixed and immutable De- 
terminations of his own Will. Here he tells that God, he does not 
act in Compliance to Juno's Caprice, but conformable to the unal- 
terable Order of Deſtiny. But in the Beginning of the Thebaid, 
we find him poſitively declaring to the Gods in Council, his Reſo- 
lution of deſtroying the royal Families of Thebes and Argos, as a 
Puniſhment for their Crimes: and, perhaps, the Fate of the Stores 
themſelves was no other than this in Reality. Lew. Crucius. 
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His gracious Sire, who well the Cauſes kpew, 


Nor ſtarts aſtoniſn'd at th* unwonted View, 
Say, Father of the Gods, wilt thou deſtroy 
Thy Thehes ? can none but vengeful Schemes employ 


Thy Conſort's Thoughts? and does no Pity move 
In our Behalf the tender Breaſt of 7ove? 


We grant, that erſt it griev'd thee to the Soul 


To dart thy Light'nings from the cloudy Pole : 
Yet why doſt thou renew thy bitter Ire, 235 
And threat thy late-lov'd Town with Sword and Fire? 


No Promiſes, nor Oaths thy Faith engage. [43 
Alas! where wilt thou bound thy cauſeleſs Rage? 


Is this a Proof of thy parental Love? 
Let gentler far to the Parrbaſian Grove, 240 
Argos and Leda's Dome thou didft repair, 42 45 

For then a Virgin's Conqueſt was thy Care. 
Is Bacchus then of all thy num'rous Line 


The laſt, who merits thy Regard divine? 


Bacchus, whom in far happier Days of Lore 245 


(A promag Load) the nnn. bore, 


'v, 340 To the wanne 8 22 was ie b. Jupiter 
in this Grove, Argos was the Place, where that God impoſed upon 


Danae in the Form of a Shower of Gold. Leda was debauched 8. 


the ſame God in the Similitude of a Swan. 
v. 243, J. Bacchus then] Lactantius informs us, that Bacchus! com- 


7 plains of his being ſo often neglected by Mortals, as by Lycurgus 
and Pentheus. To corroborate this Aſſertion, he has cited a long 


Paſſage from Ovid's Metamorphoſes, where Pentheus is. introduced re- 
viling Bacchus. But this is a wrong Conſtruction; and the Senſe of 


Scilicet & e cunctis ego neglectifima natis 
Progenies. 


is, Ithen am to be the mof ſighted of all your Sons, i. e. by you. 
v. 246. (A pleaſing Load) the Cloud-compeller] When Semele was 
blafted ab the Lightning of her e Bacchus, with whom ſhe was 


n 
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And fondly prov'd a Mother's keeneſt Throes, 


To uſher into Life, and future Woes. 
Yet more The Thebans are unſkill'd in Arms, 


Rude and unexercis'd in War's Alarms; 2350 


My martial Diſcipline alone they know : 

To weave the leafy Garland for the Brow, 

And frame their Motions to the Pipe.—Can they 
Who dread the wreathed Lance, and female F ray, 


Suſtain the Trumpet's Sound? See furious Mars! 255 


What Feats he meditates, what waſteful Wars! 
How would'ſt thou rage, ſhould he to Combat lead 
And force the Cretaus to th' embattePd Mead ? 

A Tool was wanting, till entic'd by thee, 


Argos muſt execute thy ſtern Decree, 260 


Tis this Reflexion that augments our Woes, 
We fall but to enrich our Argive Foes. 
I yield : but whither ſhall we now tranſlate 
The Rites myſterious of our ruin'd State? 


And what the pregnant Mother left behind, 265 


More happy, had ſhe been leſs fair and kind ? 
shall I ſue proſtrate at the Thraciar's Feet, 
Or ſeek in conquer'd Ind a ſafe Retreat? 
O grant thy wand'ring Son a peaceful Dome. 


At the Requeſt of Sol no longer roam 99 bo 


then pregnant, was taken from her Womb, and ſewed up in Ju- 
piter's Thigh. e 3 | | 


SS —— genetricis ab alvo 
Eripitur, patrioque tener (fi credere dignum eſt) 
Inſuitur femori, maternaque tempora complet. 
v. 267 At the Thracian's Feet.] Lycurgus, King of Thrace, cauſed 
moſt of the Vines of his Country to be rooted up : hence the Poets 
have feigned, that he fought with, and perſecuted Bacchus. 


v. 270. At the Requeſt of Sol] Venus upbraids Jupiter of his Par- 


tiality in like Manner, 
1 pong Antenor 
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314 STATIUSs THEBAID. Book VII. 


The Delian Rocks, but girt with Waves, unite, 
Nor envy I the happier God of Light. 

Minerva from her Citadel belov _ 

Tir Invaſions of the Surge with Eaſe remov'd. 


| Great Epapbus, (as oft theſe Eyes have viewd) 27 5 
_ Gives Laws to Egypt by his Arm ſubdu' d. 
Nor Cretan Ida, nor Cyllene care, 


What hoſtile Deeds the neighb'ring FREY prepare. 


Alas! in what then can our Rites offend ? 
Here (ſince in vain Reſiſtance we pretend) 280 


Here didſt thou revel in Alcmena's Arms, 
Here fair Antiope reſign'd her Charms 


With eager Guſt, and here Europa play'd 


The Wanton, by thy ſpecious Form betray'd. 


Deſert not then the guiltleſs Race, that ſprings 285 
From thee, the Father of the Theban Kings. 11 


At this invidious Speech th' Almighty ſmil'd, 


And, gently raiſing from the Ground his Child, 
As on his Knees he ſu'd with lifted Hands, Y 

 Embrac'd, and kindly anſwers his Demands. 290 

Think not, O-Bacchus, that the War's deſign'd 

Jo glut with Slaughter Funo's vengeful Mind. 


Antenor potuit, mediis elapſus Achivis, 

Hlyricos penetrare ſinus, atque intima tutus 

| Regna Liburnorum, & fontem ſuperare Timavi; 
Unde per ora novem. vaſto cum murmure montis, &. 


v. 287. A. this invidious Speech] Jupiter's Behaviour to Venus af⸗ 
ter her addreſſing him may be compared with this to Bacchus. 


Olli ſubridens hominum ſator atque Deorum, 
Vultu, quo cœlum tempeſtateſque ſerenat, 
Oleul ULbarit natz : dehinc talia fatur ; | FIDE 
Aneid. 1. 258. 


We 
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We act in Concert with the Fates Decree: 

To fall in Battel was their Deſtiny. 

Peace is my ſole Delight: who ſeeks it more, 295 
Or ſpills with ſuch Reluctance human Gore? 

Witneſs, thou conſcious Pole, and ſtarry Hall, 

How oft, when mortal Crimes for * call, 

J lay the ready Bolt aſide, how rare 


My challeng'd Thunders roar, my sg glare. 300 


Scarce could I to the Wrath of injur'd Mars, 
And Dian, exercis'd in ſilvan Wars, 

The Lapithe, and Calydon reſign, 

Tho' both had long defy'd the Rage divine. 


Mine 1s the Loſs and Toil to re-indue 5 305 


So many Souls with Life, and frame anew. 
On Argos and her Peer in Guilt too late 

TI execute th' impartial Will of F ate. 

To wave the Sins of Greece in ancient Times, 


Thou know'lt, how prone the Thebans are to Crimes. 310 


Thee to. But ſince 't was done in Days of Lore, 
And we Fe I paſs the Treſpaſs oer. 

No Joys inceſtuous hapleſs Pentbeus knew, 

No Brothers he begot, no Sire he flew ; 


Yer ſtill diſmember d, he reſign'd his Breath, 313 


And met an undeſerv'd, untimely Death. 


303. T 2 Lapithæ and Calydon] See Book the firſt for an e 
3 of Diaza's Enmity to the Calydonians. The Lapithæ were a 


People of T he/aly, inhabiting that Part of the Country that lay be- 
tween the Mountains Pindus and Othrys. For an Account of the 
Combat betwixt them and the Centaurs. See Ovid's Metamor- 
phoſes, Lib. 12. 

v. 313. No Toys Fe hapleſs Pcs knew.] Pentheus was 
torn in Pieces by the Prieſteſſes of Bacchus, for not altem the 
ſacred Rites of that Deity. - | 


With 
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316 STATIUS's T HEBAID. Book VII. 


With better Grace thy Sorrow then had flow'd, 
Nor had thy Eloquence been ill beſtowd. 
Nor will the Thebans ſuffer Puniſhment, 
Tho? well deſerv'd, for Crimes that I reſent. 320 
HAeav'n, Earth, and Piety expell'd with Scorn, 
"il And Nature's facred Bonds aſunder torn, 
it And broken Faith, and &en the Friends conſpire 
Their Fall. But thou deſiſt to tempt our Ire, 
Secure, that a long Interval remains SS -. 
Ere we fulfill on Thebes, what Fate ordains, | 
A new Avenger in a better Age 
Shall riſe: firſt Argos bleeds beneath our Rage. 

ö | This heard, the God his wonted Look reſumes, | 
And with freſh Youth, and new-born Graces blooms. 
1:18 Thus parch'd by ſultry Suns and ſouthern Gales, 

© 11 The pale Roſe fades, and withers in the Vales ; 
But if ſoft Zephyr fans the glowing Day, 
23 And tempers with his Wings the ſcorching Ray, 
{4 Its Bluſh revives, the Buds ſhine forth again, 
And waft the Scent thro' Flora's fair Domain. 
Mean while, their March explor'd, the Scout returns; 
From whom Eteocles, aſtoniſnh'd, learns, 
BY: That near the Confines of the Theban Sway 
1 Fhe Grecian Hoſts advance, and ſpeed their Way, 340 


v. 33t. Thus nb by Aly Suns] Ariofto | has a Simi that very | 
a reſembles this of cur Author, 


Oual ſotto 1] pit cocente ardore eſtivo, 

Dando di ber piu deſioſa e I erba, 

I fior, ch' era vicino a reſtar privo 

1 : Di tutto quell' umor, ch'in vita il ſerba, 

14 | Sentc Pamata pioggia, eſi fa vivo; | 

Orlando Furigſo, Canto 2 6; Stan. 108. 


And 
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And all, who view the Numbers of the Foe, 

To vanquiſh'd Thebes portend approaching Woe. 

Of ev'ry Chief he ſoon 1s taught the Name, 

His Birth, his Quality, and martial Fame, 


The prudent King diſſembles well his Fears, 175 345 


And hates the Meſſage, yet attentive hears: 
His Hoſt he now inſpirits and demands 

A faithful Liſt of all his able Bands. 

By Mars excited to the deathful F ield, 


Aonia, Pbocis, and Eubea yield 1 350 


Their Youth: for thus the Ruler of the 3 
Decreed. Thro' all the Hoſt the Signal flies. 
Now rang'd for War, and ſheath'd in radiant Arms, 
Forth pour the Squadrons at the firſt Alarms, 


And take the Field, which next the City lay, 353 


Thirſting for Blood, and deſtin'd for the Fray. 

Before th expected Foe was yet in Sight, 

The Matrons climb the Walls to view the F ight; 

And teach, whilſt to their Sons their Sires they ſhow, 


Their little Hearts with early Warmth to glow. 360 


The Senior-Princeſs on a Turret ſtood, 
Veil'd from the public Eye. A fable Hood 


7 v. 361. The Saber reg Statius IN alſo imitated Homer in 


many Places; and he ſeems particularly to have had an Eye to He- 


len's informing the old Men on the Walls of Troy, as ſhe is there 


_ deſcribed in the Iliad, of the Character of the ſeveral Princes in the 
Grecian Camp; for in the ſeventh Book, Antigone, Siſter to Eteacles 


and Polynices appears ſtanding on a Tower, attended by an old Offi- | 


cer who had been Laiuss Armour-bearer ; who, at her Deſire, gives 
an Account of the Allies that came to aſi the T hebans, Though 
ſome Circumſtances are altered, it is very eaſy to imagine he took 
his Plan from the Iliad. Nor will any one condemn this Conduct 


of his, ſuch Imitations being not only very allowable, but commen- 


*. when made with Art, and happily and fitly introduced. 


Lewis Crucius. 
Latantius 
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318 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book VIL 


From the keen Air her tender Cheeks defends : 

Phorbas alone of all her Train attends, 15 ® 
The Squire of Laius, whilſt at Thebes he ry, 365 
And in the royal Service ſtill retain d. 9 
Him fair Autigone with kind Demand 

Thus queſtions. May we hope to make a Stand 
Againſt our Enemies, ſince all the States 


Of Greece deſcend to Fight, as Fame relates. N 370 


J pray thee, firſt inform me of the Name 
Of our Confed' rates, and what Rank they claim FP 


For well I fee what Armour Creon wears, 


What are the Standards our Menæceus bears, 


And how fierce Hæmon tow'rs above the reſt, = 325 
A brazen Sphinx well-imag'd on his Creſt. 5 


Thus ſpake the Fair unknowing. He replies : : 


Yon Chief, whoſe warlike Fi igure ſtrikes your Eyes, 
* Dryas. From Tanagra's Hill he leads 


A thouſand Archers, train'd to warlike Deeds. 330 


The great Orion's Offspring he: behold 
The Bolt and Trident, rudely form'd in Gold 


Upon his Shield. Nor do his Acts diſgrace | 


TH untainted Honours of his godlike Race. 


From him, ye Gods, avert th'invet rate Ire 383 
Of ſtern Diana, fatal to his Sire! CI 


 La#antius obſerves, that in this Acconnt of the Generals who 
took Part with Thebes, and the Provinces they commanded, our Au- 
thor has adhered pretty cloſe to Homer's para 2 ſo far as regards 
the Geography, and Epithets of Places. Mr. Pope ſtrengrhens 
this Remark. See Iliad, Lib. 2. 
v. 386. Fatal to his Sire] The fabulous Account of this Hero is 
as follows. —Pelaſgus, a pious Worſhipper of the Gods hoſpitably 


entertained Jupiler, Neptune, and Mercury, for which Favour they 


they promiſed to grant him whatſoever he wiſhed. Therefore, as he 
had no Iſſue, he requeſted, that they would grant him a Son. The 
Gods promiſed they would; and piſſing on the Hide of an Ox that 

he 


— 
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Ocaleæ, Medeon, Mya ſtock'd with Groves, 
And Thisbe, fam'd for Cytberea's Doves, 
March to the Fight beneath his royal Care, a 
And to his Banner, unconſtrain'd, repair. 
Next comes Eurymedon: the Weapons born 
By Faun, his ruſtic Sire, one Hand adorn, 
A Creſt of Pine- leaves trembles on his Head: 
The ſavage Race his maſſy Javelin dread, 
Nor leſs is his Deſert in Arms, I ween; | 
With him Erytbhræ, rich in Flocks, is ſeen, 
Who Scolos, and the Coaſts of Hyle till, 
Who Eteonos, rough with many a Hill, 
And Schenos, Atalanta's Birth-place, hold, 


In Manners haughty, as in Combat bold, yoo 


The Lance of Aſh Pellzan, and the Shield, 
Impenetrable by the Dart they wield. 


See, with what Clamours the Neptunian Throng, 
The N atives of nee, — along ! 


he had juſt facrificed to them, ordered him to dig a Hole for it in 
the Earth, and take it out at the End of nine Months. He did ſo, 
and found on it the Child, whom he afterwards named Orion, from 
 Ovpor, Which ſignifies Urine, When Orion grew up to Man's Eſtate, 
he attempted to raviſh Diana, who, imploring the Aſſiſtance of the 
Earth, was delivered by a Scorpion, that ſtung the Raviſher to 
Death. Others ſay, that he was * * che Shafts of that God- | 


deſs, as Horace. 
5 Virginea ede ſagitt3. 


v. 399. Atalanta's Birth-place] There were two Ladies of this 


Name; one an Arcadian Queen, the Mother of Partbenopæus, and 
the other (who is here meant) of Scyros, She was overcome in a 


Foot-Race by Hippomanes, who threw in her Way three golden * 
ples, which Venus had given him for that Purpoſe, 


v. 401. The Lance of Aſp Pellæan] Lucan mentions this Sort of 


Weapon, and parti culariſes it, as well as our Author, by the Nn. 


of Sariſſa. 
Primi Pellzas arcu freger Sariſſas. 


Whom 
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320 STATIUSs THEBAID. Bex VIE 
Whom Mycaliſſs ſhades with lofty Pines, RE 495 | 


Where, as a Mirror clear, Gargaphye ſhines, 

Thy Streams, O Melus, lov'd of Pallas, riſe, 5 

And Heliartos views with envying Eyes 

The Fruit of Ceres, and, as it aſcends, 5 
With the young Blades his noxious Herbage . 410 


Their Shields are Bark. Huge Trunks ſupply the Place 
Of Spears. A Lion's Hide o'erſpreads their F E.. 


Theſe, as they 1 want a Monarch of their os: 
Amphion (by the Damſel not unknown) 


Conducts to War. The Badges of the Realm, 415 
A Bull and Lyre are wrought upon his Helm. 


Proceed, brave Youth, to dare the thickeſt Foes, 


And for our Walls thy naked Breaſt expoſe. 
Jou too, ye Warriors, favour'd of the Nine! 33 5 
To yield us Aid forſake the Mount divine. 420 


And thou, O Olmius, and Permeſſus bleſt 
With Streams, whoſe gentle Murmurs lull to reſt 
The weary Shepherd, rouſe to Feats of Arms 


Your florhful Sons, averſe to War's Alarms. 


1 By the Damſel 1 not 3 I think it is not improper to 


take Notice, that this Parentheſis is not to be underſtood as ſpoken 
by Phorbas to Antigone, but by the Auther to the Reader. He hints 
to him, that Phorbas is deſeribing a Perſon to Antigone, whom ſhe 


very well knew ; ſo that we may fairly conclude, there was ſome 
Love-Match in the Caſe, to which the Poet alludes i in this ſlight 


Manner. 
v. 415. Te Badges of the Realm: a Bull and L yre] The Lyre was 


engraved on the Arms of the T hebans, bee Amphion is ſaid to 
have built their Town by his Skill in handling that Inſtrument; 

and the Bull was added in Honour of Cadmys, who, when he ſought 
his Siſter Europa, who was raviſned by Jupiter in the Shape of that 


Animal, was conducted by an Heifer to wy got, where he after | 


wards founded the City of Thebes. 


In 
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In never-dying Numbers, and convey 
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In Strains adapted to their Country's Rite 425 


They now exult, and harmonize the Fight. 
Thus, when in Spring So! ſheds a warmer Ray, 
On Strymon's Banks the Swans renew their Lay. 
Purſue with Chearfulneſs this Track to Fame, 
Secure, the Muſes ſhall embalm your Name 


To lateſt Times the Honours of the Fray. 


The Princeſs here broke in, and thus replies. 
O Father, hither turn thy aged Eyes, 
For ſure this Parity of Choice declares 


That thoſe are Brothers.—Mark, how either wears 


= The ſelf-ſame Armour | equal are their Creſts : 
But ſay, what Motive thus cements their Breaſts, 
Were ours as theſe unanimous and kind! 
She ceas'd. The Sage ſoft ſmiling, thus rejoin'd. 440 
Nor thou, O Queen, haſt err'd in this alone: 


Many (the real Hiſtory unknown) 


That theſe are Brethren, have alike believ'd, 
By all the Signs of equal Age deceiv'd. 
Yet are they Sire and Son, tho' each appears 445 
A Brother both in Stature, Form and Years. 
Fair Dircetis, enamour'd with the Charms 
Of Lapithaon, ſnatch'd him to her Arms; 


v. 441. Nor thou, O 2ucen] It has been obſerved of Statiar, that 


in his Catalogues he has happily imitated Homer and Virgil, by 
keeping up the Dignity of his Stile, and Harmony of his Num- 


bers, and diverfifying the Detail with proper Epithets, ſhort De- 
ſcriptions, and agreeable Narrations from Paſſages of Hiſtory and 
Fable, with which he diverts and refreſhes the Reader at due In- 
tervals. Of his Art in this laſt Article the following Anecdote is 
a ſhining Inſtance ; and though it borders upon the marvellous, 
does not tranſgreſs the Licence of Poetry, LS 
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Whom Mycaiiſſos ſhades with lofty Pines, 405 


Where, as a Mirror clear, Gargaphye ſhines, 


Thy Streams, O Melus, lov'd of Pallas, riſe, 


And Heliartos views with envying Eyes 
The Fruit of Ceres, and, as it aſcends, 


With the young Blades his noxious Herbage blends. 410 
Their Shields are Bark. Huge Trunks ſupply the Place 

Of Spears. A Lion's Hide o'erſpreads their Face. 
Theſe, as they want a Monarch of their own, 


Amphion (by the Damſel not unknown), 
Conducts to War. The Badges of the Realm, 415 
A Bull and Lyre are wrought upon his Helm. 


Proceed, brave Youth, to dare the thickeſt Foes, 
And for our Walls thy naked Breaſt expoſe. 

You too, ye Warriors, favour'd of the Nine ! 
To yield us Aid forſake the Mount divine. 420 
And thou, O Olmius, and Permeſſus bleſt 
With Streams, whoſe gentle Murmurs lull to reſt 


The weary Shepherd, rouſe to Feats of Arms 


Your ſlothful Sons, averſe to War's Alarms. 


414. By the Damſel not unknown.) I think it is not improper __ 
take Notice, that this Parentheſis is not to be underſtood as ſpoken 


by Phorbas to Antigone, but by the Auther to the Reader. He hints 
to him, that Phorbas is deicribing a Perſon to Antigone, whom ſhe 


very well knew; ſo that we may fairly conclude, there was ſome 
Love-Match in the Caſe, to which the Poet alludes in this light. 
Manner. 222 8 
v. 415. The Badges of the Realm, a Bull and Lyre] The Lyre was 
engraved on the Arms of the Thebans, becauſe Ampbion is ſaid to 


have built their Town by his Skill in handling that Inſtrument; 
and the Bull was added in Honour of Cadmys, who, when he ſought 
his Sifter Europa, who was raviſhed by Jupiter in the Shape of that 
Animal, was conducted by an Heifer to the Spot, where he after- 


wards founded the City of Thebes.  _ 


I 
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In Strains adapted to their Country's Rite 
They now exult, and harmonize the Fight. 
Thus, when in Spring Sol ſheds a warmer Ray, 
On Strymon's Banks the Swans renew their Lay. 
Purſue with Chearfulneſs this Track to Fame, 
Secure, the Muſes ſhall embalm your Name 


425 


In never-dying Numbers, and convey 15 You 

To lateſt Times the Honours of the Fray. 

The Princeſs here broke in, and thus replies, 

O Father, hither turn thy aged Eyes, 5 
For ſure this Parity of Choice declares 435 


That thoſe are Brothers. — Mark, how either wears 
The felf-ſame Armour ! equal are their Creſts: 
But ſay, what Motive thus cements their Breaſts, 
Were ours as theſe unanimous and kind! _ 


| She ceas d. The Sage ſoft ſmiling, thus rejoin'd. 440 


Nor thou, O Queen, haſt err'd in this alone 
Many (the real Hiſtory unknown) 
That theſe are Brethren, have alike beliey'd, 
By all the Signs of equal Age deceivid. 
Vet are they Sire and Son, tho? each appears 
A Brother both in Stature, Form and Years. 
Fair Dircetis, enamour'd with the Charms 
Of Lapithaon, ſnatch'd him to her Arms; 


v. 441. Nor thou, O Queen] It has been obſerved of Statins, that 


in his Catalogues he has happily imitated Homer and Virgil, by 

keeping up the Dignity of his Stile, and Harmony of his Num- 
bers, and diverſifying the Detail with proper Epithets, ſhort De- 
ſcriptions, and agreeable Narrations from Paſſages of Hiſtory and 
Fable, with which he diverts and refreſhes the Reader at due In- 
tervals. Of his Art in this laſt Article the following Anecdote is 
a ſhining Inſtance ; and though it borders upon the marvellous, 
does not tranſgreſs the Licence of Poetry, | 
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And, forcing Nature, taught the Boy to prove 
The untimely Joys of undigeſted Love. | 450 


O'ertakes his Father in his youthful Prime, 
Adopts each Feature, blends their Years in one: 459 
And now they change the Name of Sire and Son 
For that of Brothers, and unknowing Strife, 

Tread Hand in Hand, the chequer'd Path of Life. 


— 


With each three hundred Horſe to F ight repair, 
Who breathe fam'd Coronia's temp' rate Air, 460 


One for her Corn renown'd, and one for Wine. 


O'er four tall Steeds extends its ample Shade! | 
Huge is its Orb, with ſev'n Bull-Hides o 'ercaſt : 465 
The Cuiraſs, for its Strength by few ſurpaſs'd, 

Three Plates of Iron form. His gen'rous Breaſt 
Alone it guards: he fears not forthe reſt. 

His Spear the Glory of the fylvan Reign, 

Ne'er baulks its Maſter's Hopes, nor flies in vain: 1470 

Thro' obvious Arms and Hearts it takes its Way, 
Untaught to brook Reſiſtance and Delay. 

Aſopus was his Sire (to credit Fame) 
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Nor was it long, before from their Embrace 
Alathreus ſprung unmatch'd in Shape and Face. 
He deigning not to wait the nat'ral Time, 


And Glifſas, ſacred to the Pow'rs divine, 


Mark Hypſeus, whoſe enormous Shield difplay'd 


A Father then, and worthy of the Name, 
When thro' the broken Bridge and ruin'd Mound 475 
He roars, and deluges the Plains around, 


v. 468. He art not for the ret] Phorbas here pays a genteel and 
artful Compliment to the Valour of Hyp/eus. He tells Antigone, 


that he had no Occaſion for any Armour on his Back, becauſe he 
never turned it to his Enemies, 


i 
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Or when, to brave the Ruler of the Skies, 

In Days of old he bade his Wayes ariſe, 

For they report, that whilſt his Daughter ſtray d 
On the green, Bank he forc'd the beauteous Maid. 480 
Reſenting this (for at that better Time 

The Rape of Virgins was no licens' d crime) 
With Jove he durſt in hardy F ight engage, 
And daſh'd againſt the Stars his foamy Rage: 
At length, unequal to the triple THE. 
He ſlunk from Combat, and reſign'd his Ire. 

et ſome ſmall Sparks of Courage ſtill remain ; : 

For oft in angry Mood upon the Plain 
He pours #tnean Vapours, Badge of Shame, 
And Aſhes, gather'd from the Light” ning's F lame. 490 | 
The Deeds of Hypſeus we ſhall ſoon approve, 
If his fair Siſter can but influence Jove. 


Him as their Chief, Ihone's Troops attend 

Tthone, bleſs'd with Pallas for a Friend.) 
From Arne, Grea, Mide and the Coaſt 
Of Aulis, next he leads a banded Hoſt, 
With thoſe who exerciſe their rural Toil 


On green Plates, Petęon's furrowy Soil, 
Euripus, ebbing in his Courſe again, 


And thee, e Verge of our Domain, 


160 


465 


495 


5 00 


v. 496. Aulis) A City and Hiern of 3 where the 8 
KK were detained a long Time by contrary Winds in their Expedition 5 
475 ont Ti roy. 
. V4 99. Euripus.] A narrow Sea between Bæotia and Eubea, where, | 
according to Gregory Naxzianzen and Juſtin Martyr, Ariftotle drowned 


' himſelf, becauſe he could not diſcover the Cauſe of its ebbing and 
flowing, which was ſeven, Times a Day. 


v. 500. Anthedon] A Town ſituated between Eubæa and Bæotia. 
Glaucus was a Fiſherman, who laying the Fiſh which he caught, upon 
the Bank, obſerved, that by taſting a certain Herb they revived, and 


g ; leaped 
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And high Parnaſſus, at the Top disjoin' d ? 
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Where Glaucus, leaping from the graſſy Shore, 
Plung'd headlong in the Deeps, a Man no more, 
And view'd with ſudden Terror, as he ſprung, 


The Fiſhes, that around his Middle clung. 
With Balearic Slings they cleave the Wind: 
Their Javelins leave the ſwifteſt Shaft behind. 


505 


Nor had Narciſſus ſhun'd the Strife of Arms: J 


But ſmittten with his own reflected Charms 


In Theſpian Fields he grows. Cephiſſus laves 
The much-lov'd Flow'ret with his childleſs Waves. 510 
Who can recount the Phocians fam'd of old, 


The Phocians, in Apollo's Hoſt inroll'd? 
Who Panope and Cypariſſos plow, _ 
Or Lebodea's Vales, and Daulis ſow ? 


Hyampolis, on pointed Rocks reclin'd, . 


Who thro? the Plains of Anemoria rove, 


Thro' Cyrrba, and the dark Corycian Grove; 


And from Lilæa's ſea- beat Walls, diſpread 


With oozy Banks, behold the Fountain-Head 520 | 


Of hoar Cephiſſus, where the Pythian Snake 
In the freſh Stream was wont his Thirſt to flake. 


Taped into the Sea again, which he imitated, and became : a God 
of the Sea. 1 
v. 509. Cephiſſus] At preſent, Ces i is 2 River af Com FIR diſ- 
embogues itſelf into the Gulph of NVegropont. It riſes in the Moun- 
tains of Phocis, and is ſtiled ſacred by Lucan, from the Nearneſs of 
its Springs to the Oracle of Delphos. This River was feigned to 
be the Father of Narciſſus, whoſe Story is in every School-boy' 5 

* and therefore needs not to be told here. 
v. 513. Who Panope, Sc.] Theſe Lines are almoſt a Tranſcript 
yo thoſe ſubjoined from Homer's Catalogue. II. B. 2. 
ol Kumi tyov, NuFovs . rerpitosan, 
Keloray T6 Him, 28 AA v are, 
Ol 7) Ali esc, c Tefl nee. | ; 
Laurels, 


os | 


515 


520 


God 
Moun- 
neſs of 


ned to 
bey > 


ſcript 


aurels, 


Both facrific'd to ſtern Latonia's Hate. 
Theſe Ipbitus, a Chief well-known to Fame, 
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Laurels, inwoven with their Creſts, they wear, 
And on their brazen Arms inſculptur'd bear 
Delos, or Niobe's or Tytion's Fate, 


Commands, whoſe Father, Naubolus by Name, - 
Directed once the Car and Warrior-Steeds 


Of Laius, noted for his gentle Deeds, 530 
What Time (O Scene Heart-wounding to behold ! 

His Neck, convuls'd with dying Motions roll'd, 

And pour'd upon the Ground Life's purple Tide. 

O had 1 ſhar'd his Fate, and with him dy'd! 


While thus he ſpoke, his Cheeks grew wet with Tears, | 


And his whole Viſage pale and wan appears; 535 


Whilſt interrupting Sighs his Voice repreſt, 


And heav'd, as they wou'd rend his ſwelling Breaſt. 


With lenient Arts his Ward removes . 
His Voice reſtor'd, he Famtly ſpeaks in. 540 
O thou, who doſt my ev'ry Thought employ, ; 


At once a pleaſing Care, and anxious Joy! 


For thee I linger on Life's buſy Stage, 
And drag along the flow Remains of Age, 


Too ſee perchance thy princely Brothers ſlain, 545 
3 And Laius Slaughter acted ( 0 Er again. | 1 


Tet till to ſome brave Suitor I reſign 


Thy Virgin-Charms, protract, ye Pow'rs divine, 


My vital Thread: that Charge fulfill'd, I give 


The * of N ature back, 0 ceaſe to live. 550 


v. 5 55. 6: Cling) Now Caryſto, an 10 and bordering on the Straits 
of Eubeza.———Caphareus was the Mountain on which many of 
the Grecian Ships were ſplit in their Return from 77 * 
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But whilſt we thus digreſs the Time away, 

What Leaders paſs, unnotic'd, to the Fray ! 

See Clonius with the Seed of Mus join'd; 


| Whoſe Hair depends in flowing Locks bekind ! 
Unſung Caryſtos, ſtock'd with marble Veins; 533 


Caphareus high, and Aepea's Vale remains. 


And now the circling Troops their Chief encloſe, 
While Heralds Silence on the Crowd impoſe. 

| Scarce had he ſdid, when froth a riſing Ground, 
The Monarch thus beſpeaks his Bands. around. 560 


Ye Warrior-Kings; from whoſe diſpoſing Hand 
I take the Honours of the chief Command, 


Or midft the vulgar Herd aſſert my Right, 
Think not, I now exhort you to the Fight, 
Since bound by voluntary Oaths, you led 365 


Your pow'rful Aid; nor mean I to commend, 


Since Words can ill expreſs my grateful Senſe, 
Nor Thanks requite your Zeal in our Defence. 


Yet ſhall the Gods your high Deſert regard, 


And your own. Hands the Victory reward, 570 + 
No Foe leads hither his affembled Hoſts, 
No warlike Pillager from foreign Coaſts - 


v. 561. Ye Warrior: Kings] It will be hard to find a more artful 


: Speech than this of Zrevcles to the auxiliary Kings. He begins with 
telling them, that he is ming to reſign the C mmand of the Army 


e then pays them a genteel Compli- 


Ms, Es 
whenever they require 1t. 


ment on their Readineſs: to aſſiſt him; and ſets this Expedition of 


his Brother in the worſt of Lights by attributing it to the Thirſt of 


Blood, Diſaffection to his Parents, and an unnatural Averſion to his 
native Country,———lIn ſhort, it is the compleateſt Piece of Diſſi- 

mulation I ever met with, Not the leaſt of his malevolent Diſpo- 
ſition tranſpires, and no one from this Harangue could form an 


Idea of his true Character. 
5 | _ Prepares 
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Prepares to ſack the Town which you defend, 

But a falſe Native, and pretended Friend. 
Here are his Siſters, Mother, aged Sire, 575 
And here his Brother was.—Sece, fluſh'd with Ire, 


His Countrymen in adverſe Arms he meets, 
And menaces his own paternal Seats. 

Vet in my Cauſe th* Aonian Troops engage, 9 5 
Nor leave me, Monſter ! to thy ruthleſs Rage. 580 


Whoſe Will and Sentiments thou ſhould'ſt have * 


Nor thus aſpir'd to my forbidden Crown. 


This ſaid, the King diſpoſes all aright, 
And orders, who ſhall take the Field for F ight, 


Or guard the City: who ſhall cloſe the Rear, 585 


Compoſe the Flanks, or in the Van appear. 


The Shepherd thus unbars at Break of Day 
His Twig-built Folds, and calls the Sheep away. 


The Fathers of the Flock in Order lead 


The dewy Way, the Mother-Ewes ſucceed. 590 
With careful Hand he tends the teeming Dams, 
And carries in his Arms the feeble Lambs. 
Mean Time, with Wrath impell'd, the Grecian Hoſt 
Purſue their March along th' Aonian Coalt ; 

From Morn to Night, from Night to Morn again 59 6 


They bend beneath their Armour, and diſdain 
The Gifts of Sleep, and grudge to ſet apart 


An Hour for Reft, or F ood to chear the Heart. 


hs 587. e Shepherd thus] This Simile, though taken from low 


Life, es well illuſtrates the parental Care and military Vi- 


gilance of Eteacles : and with Reſpect to the Circumſtances of i it, 


Virgil himſelf has ſcarcely in all his Eclogues a finer Piece of rural 
$7 6 * 8 
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They ſeek their Enemies with equal Speed, 155 
As if purſu'd themſelves by Foes; nor heed 600 


The Prodigies, that, as they paſs along, 


Foretell their Fate in many a boding Song. 


The Stars, the Beaſts and Birds of Prey diſcloſe | 


Deſtruction ; o'er their Banks the Rivers roſe: 


Malignant Lightnings glanc'd along the Poles, 6056 
And Fove's own Hand portentous Thunders rolls. 
Spontaneous cloſe the holy Temple Doors, 


The Shrine with more than mortal Voices roars; 
Alternate Show'rs of Blood and Stones deſcend, 


And kindred Shades in weeping Throngs atten 1 a 


Then Cyrrha's Oracles reſpond no more, 
Eleuſis howls in Months unknown before, 


While in their op'nifig Fanes (a ſure Preſage 
Of future Ills) the Spartan Twins engage. 
At Depth of Night (for ſo th' Arcadians tell) 615 


Lycaon's frantic Ghoſt was heard to yell. 


Oenomaus renews the Race again, + 5 
And guides the Car o'er Piſa's cryel Plain, 


Whilſt Achelous weeps his other Horn © 


From his diſhonour'd Head unjuſtly torn = 620 
| Mycenz's iv'ry Juno ſtands in Tears, . 


And Perſeus Statue vents in Groans its Fears; 
Old Inachus rebellows hoarſe and loud, 


And with his Roarings ſcares the ruſtic Crowd : 


v, 603. The Stars, &c.] The Prognoftics of the civil Broils be- 


' tween Cz/ar and Pompey are many of them parallel with thoſe pre- 


ceding the Theban War. See Lucan's Phar/alia, Book 1 and 7. 
v. 616. Lycaon's] Lycaon was the Father of Helice, who was de- 
floured by Jupiter. To revenge the Rape, he ſerved up human Fleſh 


to the Gods at a Banquet, and was therefore turned into an Wolf. 


See Ovid's Metamorphoſes, Lib. I, . 
* While 


5 


20 
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While ſad Palæmon o' er the double Main 625 
Was notic'd for his Country to complain. 


Th' Inachians heard, yet on their Courſe they ſteer, 


To heav'nly Counſels deaf, and blind to Fear. 
Now on the Banks of rough 4/opus ſtood : 
The Grecian Wings, and view'd the hoſtile Flood, 630 


When ſudden Doubts forbade them to paſs o'er, 


And ſtay'd their ſlack'ning Steps upon the Shore. 
The River then by chance with deafning Sound 
Deſcended on the trembling Fields around; 
Whether he ow'd his Swell to Mountain-Snow, 635 


Or Show*rs, diſcharg'd from the celeſtial Bow, 


Or whether, to detain his daring Foes 
From ſacking Thebes, ſpontaneous he arole. 
Hippomedon firſt plunges in his Steed. 
Huge Fragments of the broken Bank ſucceed ; 640 
Then to his Comrades left behind he cries, 
While, burſting o'er his Head, the Waves ariſe: 


Come on, for thus to Thebes I'll ſhew the Way, 


Nor Walls, nor Gates ſhall long my Progreſs ſtay. | 


V. 6 3 To When Sudden Deulrs] Ceſar s Irreſolution and Dread "EP 


paſſing the Rubicon are deſcribed in a ſimilar Manner by Lucan, and 


the following Lines i in particular have a near Reſemblance with our 
| Author's. 


ut ventum eſt parvi Rubiconis au undas, 
———Tunc perculit honor 
Mentee ducis, riguere comæ, greſſumque coercens 
Languor in extrema tenuit veſtigia ripa. 


v. 6 33. The River then] Statius might have here introduced a ſine 
Piece of Machinery, and taken the ſame Advantage of the River 


A opus, as Homer did of Scamander, by making it oppoſe the March 


of the Grecians. But perhaps it was his Averſion to become an 
Imitator that made him let ſlip this Opportunity; he rather chooſing 
to forego an Ornament than be indebted to another for the Hint 


BH; 
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Now all ruſh down, diſmiſs their former Dread. 645 
And bluſh to follow when they might have led. 

Thus when the Herdſman thro' ſome Brook untry'd 
Would drive his Cattle to the farther Side, 

Juſt on the Brink all motionleſs they ſtand, 
And view the Waves between, and diſtant Strand: 650 


But if the bolder Bull pervades the Ford, 
And gains the wiſh'd-for Mead, its Depth explor'd, 
The Leap grows eaſy, ſhallower looks the Stream, 


And the two Banks almoſt united ſeem. 9 5 
Not diſtant far a Mountain they ſurvey, . - ag 
And Fields, from whence all Thebes in Proſpect by: 
Encamping here, they rais'd their Tents pad eas'd 


Their Limbs, ſo well the Situation pleas'd. 


Beneath an open Trad of Country lies; 


No Hills between the Town and them ariſe, 660. 
From whoſe ſuperior Height the curious Foe X 
Might mark the Motions in their Camp below. 
So well had Nature form'd it's ey*ry Part, 
That nought remains improveable by Art. wy 
Here Rocks in Form of lofty Bulwarks roſe, : 665 


There hollow Vales a Kind of Trench compoſe, 


A Battlement, ſelt. rais'd, defends each Side. 


What more was wanted, their own Hands ſupply'd, 


Till Sol retir'd beneath Heſperian Seas, . 
And Sleep impos'd an Interval of Eaſe. ys 


But O what Tongue can ſpeak the wild Affright 
Of Tbebes, when veil'd in Gloom the ſleepleſs N ihr 


Doubles each Terror of the future Fray, 


And menaces the near Approach of Day. 125 
They run about the Walls; and in their Fears 675 
Ampbion's F ortreſs inſecure appears. Aces 
Mean 


0 


0 


70 


ean 
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Mean while new Horrors of the Foe ariſe, 


Fame ſwells their Number, Fear augments their Size., 


But when they view the blazing Fires, that ſhow 


The Grecian Tents, from off the Mountain's Brow, 680 
Their Warrior-Steeds, and Weapons ſome exhort, 
Others more pious to the Fanes reſort, 


And tempt the Gods with Sacrifice and Pray'r; 
Or in the very Height of their Deſpair, 


Exact a Promiſe of the burial Rite, 685 
And fun'ral Honours, if they fall in Fight. 


Terrific Viſions bring to View their Foes, 
And deathful Dreams intrude on their Repoſe. 


To loſe the Life that's loathfome grown, they fear, 
And call for Death, but ſhun it when 'tis near. 690 
In either Camp the Fury takes her Stand, £2 
And brandiſhes a Snake in either Hand:. 
The * Chiefs with mutual Hatred ſhe inſpires z J 
But both againſt their aged Parent fires: . 
Sequeſter'd in a diſtant Cell he lies, 695 


Implores the Fiends, and re- demands his Eyes. 


Nov fainter ſhone the ſilver Lamp of Night, 

And the Stars fled before the new- born Light, 
When Sol, emerging from his watry Bed, 

Above the Waves exalts his 11 Head, 7 


V. 670. Fa ame fevells their Number] 3 has ſome animated Lines 
on the Terrors that Cæſar's Approach cauſed at Rome. Flur. B. > 


Barbaricas ſævi diſcurrere Cæſaris alas: 

Ipſum omnes aquilas, coflataque ſigna ferentem, 

Agmine non uno, denſisque incedere caſtris. 

Nec qualem meminere vident: majorque ferusque 
Mentibus occurrit, victoque immanior hoſte. 


* FEtpocles and Polynices, 


And, 
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And, ſcatt'ring from his Wheels the Sparks of Day, 
Marks his bright Progreſs with a golden Ray. 
Lo! from the Gate her Steps Jocaſta bends, 

And looks the oldeſt of the Siſter Fiends 


In Majeſty of Woe. Her Colour flies; 70; 
Grey hairs o'erhung her Cheeks and haggard Eyes. 
Black were her Arms: an Olive-Branch ſhe bore, 
With Wool of ſable Colour wreathed o'er. 


Her Daughters, now the better Sex, ſuſtain "Nag 
The furious Queen, while ſhe exerts in vain 710 
Her aged Limbs, that, deſtitute of Force, 
Bend with her Weight, and faulter in the Courſe. 


She ſtands before the Grecians, ſtrikes her Breaſts 
Againſt the Gates, and movingly requeſts _ 


Acceſs in Terms like theſe.—Ye hoſtile Bands, 715 
The guilty Mother of the War demands hes 


To ſee her Son, long abſent from her Sight, 


Nor aſks it as a Favour, but her Right. 


The Troops aſtounded, tremble at the View, 
But when ſhe ſpoke, their Fears increaſe anew. #720 


The King's Conſent obtain'd, without Delay 
Through yielding Foes, ſecure, ſhe takes her Way, 
And, as ſhe firſt th* Inachian Leaders eyes, 


Vents her outragious Grief in horrid Cries. 
Fe Chiefs of Argos, to my Eyes diſcloſe 1 
The worſt of Children and the worſt of Foes; 


O ſay, beneath what Helm his Viſage lies 
Conceal'd, what Arms his well- known Shape diſguiſe. 


v. 703. Lo! from the Gate) I cannot but fancy, there is a ſtrong 
Reſemblance between the Portraits of Amata and Focafta : though 
the former endeavours to ſow the Seeds of War, and the latter to 
make Peace. The Deſcription of the Interview between the Mo- 
ther and Son! 1s Fronght - to the utmoſt Height of the Pathos. 


While 
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While thus ſhe ſpake, the ſummon'd Prince appears; ; 

Forth bubble from his Eyes the joyful Tears. 730 
He claſps her in his Arms, and aw'd with Shame, 

| Relieves her Pains, and dwells upon her Name. 

His Siſters now, his Mother then he tends, 

Who thus with Pity juſt Reproaches blends, 

O Partner of Mycenæ's fair Domain 735 

Why doſt thou Tears, and Names reſpectful felgn. 

And ſtrain thy odious Mother to thy Breaſt, 

Her tender Boſom by thy Armour preſs'd ? 

Didſt thou a wretched Gueſt and Outlaw rove ? 

What Heart's ſo ſteely that thou wou'dſt not move? 740 

The Troops from far expect thy laſt Commands, 
— 1 520 a litt ring — beſide thee ſtands. 


v. 735. 0 Parting of 3 1 This Speech of Tecafta breathes 
very ſtrong of motherly Tenderneſs and Aﬀe&ion,—She opens it 
with declaring her Doubts of her Son's Sincerity, then tells him, 
the Troops are ſo much at his Command, that they will eafily diſ- 
miſs their Rage, if they know his Inclinations are for Peace. She 
next reminds him of her Care and Regard for him, and adviſes him 
to try his Brother once more, adding at the ſame Time, that if he 
perſiſts in witholding the Crown from him, he will then have a 
good Pretence for commencing Hoſtilities. She then obviates any 
Suſpicions he might entertain of her Treachery, and ironically 
| Prompts him to make him and her Daughters Priſoners. She con- 
cludes with an Apoſtrophe to the Grecian Princes, wherein -ſhe in- 
treats them to make Peace, and uſe their Influence with her Son, to 
reconcile him to his Friends, by telling them what Anxieties their 
Relations undergo in their Abſence.—It is impoſſible to point out 
the Beauties of theſe long Orations, without analyſing them in this 
Manner, and conſidering their ſeveral Objects and Motives ſepa- 


 rately. 


v. 740. What Heart's fo fleely, that thou woulÞft not move] Jocaſta 
ſpeaks here interrogatively:— The Senſe is, there is no one, but 
what is either moved with Terror at the approaching Invaſion, or 
with Compaſſion of your Misfortunes, 


Deem 
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Tet if thou wilt the Words of Age revere, THE, 745 
And to thy Friends? Advice incline BEER 
Now, while the Camp is ſtill, as in the Night, | 


I pray thee, as a King of mighty Sway, 


To Thebes, and ſee again thy native Hall, 


Deem not, that by thy conſcious Mother's Aid, 


1 pardon, what I yet muſt diſapprove. 
But, if thou doſt perſiit to play the King, 755 
A Triumph ready to thy Hands we bring. to 
Come, tie thy captive Siſters' Hands behind, 
And to the Car thy fetter'd Parents bind. 

Now to your Shame, O Greeks, my Groans I turn, 


That Parents feel, ſuch Tears at home they ſhed. 
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Alas! the Cares that hapleſs Mothers prove ! 
Witneſs, how oft I've wept, ye Pow'rs above. 


And Piety ſuſpends the dreadful Fight, 
But charge thee, as my Son, to ſpeed thy Way 7 50 


Before to Vulcan's Rage a Prey it fall. 

Once more addreſs thy Brother in my Sight, 
And I'll be Judge to aſcertain thy Right: | 
Should he refuſe again, he will afford _ 
A better Plea to wield again the Sworxe. 


Perfidious Snares are for. thy Ruin laid. 

Some Sparks of nat'ral Love we ſtill retain; _—. 
Such Fears, thy Sire conducting, would be vain. 760 
Tis true, I martied, and from our Embrace 
Tou ſprung, the laſting Badges of Diſgrace: 
Yet vicious as you are, you ſhare my Love: 
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For your old Sires, and Babes your Abſence mourn. 
Such then (believe me) is the ſecret Dread, 771 


If in fo ſhort a Time ſo dear he's grown 
To you, by whom his Merits ſcarce were TER, 
What 
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As when the brindled Monarch of the Wood 783 
Beholds the Hunter proſtrate and ſubdu'd, 
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What anxious Thoughts muſt theſe my Breaſts engage, 
Theſe Breaſts, the Solace of his tender Age! ? 776 
From Thracian Kings fuch Uſage I might bear, 
But not from thoſe, who breathe the Grecian Air. 


Then grant my Wiſh, and ſecond my Deſire, 


Or in my Son's Embraces I expire. : 780 


Theſe pow'rful Words the wrathful Cohorts move, 


And all the Mother's virtuous Suit approve : 
Whilſt on their glitt'ring Shields and Armour flow 
The pious Streams of ſympathetic Woe, _ 


His Anger paſt, he takes a greater Joy 

To ſpare the ready Victim, than deſtroy. 

Thus Pity through their Hearts unnotic'd, glides, 

And the fell Ardour of Revenge ſubſides. 790 
Before them all the Warrior turns his Face n 

To meet his loving Mother's kind Embrace, 


: And tries to yield Antigone Relief, 


And chace with Kiſſes fair I/mene's Grief : 


While, various Tempeſts raging in his Mind, 793 


Ambition for a Time the Reins reſign'd. 
He wills to go. Adraſtus not en 3 

When, mindful of paſt Inj'ries, Tydeus cries, 
Rather let me addreſs the gen'rous Foe, 
Who his experienc'd Faith and Honour know, 3800 
Though not a Brother. In this wounded Breaſt 
I bear his Peace and Covenants impreſs d. 18. 


v. "OY 7 hough n not 4 Brother] Nothing could be more does con- 
trived to render Efeocles odious to his Brother, and c:nſequently to 


diſſuade him from truſting himſelf in his Hands, than this Reflection. 
—— He obſerves to Polynices, that, though he was ſo mal- treated 
by Eteocles, he was not his Brother; which is equivalent to ſaying, 
that'he, who was his Brother, would be uſed with a much greater 
Degree of Rigour and Cruelty. Why 
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Why did'ſt thou not, O gentle Mother-Queen! . 


As Judge and Mediatreſs ſtand between, 
When the fee'd Guards in nightly Ambuſh lay? 805 
Such is the League by which thou wou'dſt ny . 
Thy Son.—But lead him to yon reeking Mead, 
That ftill bears Witneſs to the bloody Deed, 
Yet wilt thou follow? Do not thus neglect 28155 
Our friendly Counſels through a falſe Reſpect. 810 
Say, when the hoſtile Weapons round thee glare, 
Will the, lamenting, make thy Life her care, 


And turn each Dagger's menac'd Point away; 


Or will the Tyrant King forego his Prey, 
And ſend thee to our Camp unhurt again? 815 

Firſt Inachus ſhall ceaſe to ſeek the Main, 

And Achelous run back, while in my View 

This Lance its verdant Honours ſhall renew. 


Beneath this friendly Converſe lurks a Sword : 5 
Know, that our Gates too will Acceſs afford: 820 


In us, unperjur'd yet, he may confide; 


Yet, ſhould he me ſuſpect, I ſtep aſide. 


Then let him come, while privy to the Scene, 
His Mother and his Siſters ſtand between. 
But, ſhou'd he the conteſted Crown reſtore, 825 


Wilt thou reſign, thy Term of ruling or ? 
This heard, their firſt Reſolves the Warriors change, 
And for the F ight again themſelves arrange. 


v. 27 hie in my View] The Hint of this Paſſage 1s taken "Fl 


Palerius Flaccus, Argonautics, Book 3. 


Hanc ego magnanimi ſpolium Didymaonis haſtam, 
Ut ſemel eſt avulſa jugis, a matre perempta, 

Quz neque jam frondes virides neque proferet umbras, 
Fida miniſteria, et duras obit horrida pugnas, 

Teſtor. 


Thus 
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Thus the fierce South by ſudden Whirlwinds gains 
The wide-ſtretch'd Empire of the liquid Plains 830 
From Boreas.—Peace and Leagues they ſeek no more, 
But give a Looſe to Rage, and thirſt for Gore, 
Erinnys takes Advantage of th' Alarms, 
= And ſows the Seeds of War and future Harms: 
= Two Tigers mild and innocent of Blood, 835 
Purſu'd their Way to Dirce's ſacred Flood. 

By Bacchus for the Chariot they were broke, 
And, with their Country, bow'd beneath the Yoke; 
Now old and uſeleſs in his Service grown, . 
They graze the Fields beſide the Theban Town, 840 
Gentle as Lambs, and ſmelling as they paſs, 
= Of Indian Herbage, and Sabæan Graſs. 

= The Bacchanalian Crowd, and elder Prieſt, 
| At each Renewal of their Patron's Feaſt, 


4% 
eee. 
er 


v. 835. Two Tigers mild and innocent of Blocd] Lewis Crucius, in 
his Account of our Author, obſerves, that, it being more artful to 
let the War break out from a trivial Occaſion, Statius has in this 
Paſſage imitated Virgil, who informs us, the War between Zneas 
and Turnus was Cauſed by the killing of a favourite Stag.—I readily 
grant with this ingenious Gentleman, that this is an Imitation of 
Virgil, but cannot think the Death of the two Tigers a zrifling Oc 
caſion of the War. There is certainly a wide Difference between 
the killing a Deer, the Property of a Country Girl, and two Ti- 
gers conſecrated to Bacchus, the tutelary God and Patron of the 
T hebans : and whoever conſiders what ſuperſtitious Bigots they were, 
at that Time of Day, will eaſily imagine, that there could not be 
a greater Reaſon for the Thebans going to War, than ſuch an Inſult 
on their Gods, and ſuch an Affront to their Religion, —In de- 
ſcribing the Careſſes and Ornaments which were beſtowed on them, 
he has taken ſome of the Circumſtances from Virgil. 

Aſſuetum imperiis ſoror omni Sylvia cura 

Mollibus intexens ornabat cornua 1ſertis, 

Pectebatque ferum, puroque in fonte lavabat 
Ille manum patiens, aſſuetus menſæque herili, 

Errabat ſylvis; rurſuſque ad limina nota 8 
Ipſe domum ſeri quamvis ſe nocte ferebat. V. 486. 


F Their 
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By Flocks and Herds they were alike belov'd, 
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| And to the Ground their hor 7 id Mouths incline, 


Around the Country all the Day they roam, 


But when her ſounding Laſh the Fury ſhakes, 


Their former Rage returning, from the Town | 
They break forth, by the Grecian Froops unknown. 860 o þ 


Invade a Stragler of th* Inachian Throng, 
-. The Prophet s Charioteer, as o'er the Meads 


: With him Atolian Acamas they flew. . 5 
The Courſers in Diſorder ſpeed their r 


As turning to their much-loy'd Thebes, they fled, 


Their ſable Spots with purple Fillets blend, 845 
While various Cluſters from their Necks depend. 


Secure with them the lowing Heifers rov'd. 
On nought they prey, but from each friendly Hand 
Their daily Food in placid Guiſe demand, 850 


To lap the purple Produce of the Vine. 


But when at Noon they ſeek their wonted Home, 
With ſacred Fires the Domes and Temples ſhine, 855 : 
As if to grace the preſent God of Wine. 


Her ſounding Laſh, compos'd of twiſted Snakes, 


As from a diffrent Quarter of the Sky 

Two Thunder-bolts, with Ruin pregnant, fly, 
And thro! the Clouds a Length of Light extend; 
Thus thro' the Fields their Courſe the Tigers bend, 


And, fiercely growling, as they ruſh along, i 865 


He drove to Dirce's Stream his Maſter's Steeds. 
Next Ida, the Tænarian, they purſue, 


Till brave Aconteus, kindled at the Sight 
Aconteus, expert in the ſylvan Chace, 

(In fair Arcadia was his native Place) 8 
To the Purſuit well. arm'd with Weapons ſped, 875 


And 


tos 
And 


And, eager his long-ſtudied Art to prove, 
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Thro' their piere'd Back; and guſhing Bowels drove 
The levell'd Jav'lin.—— To the Town again | 
They fly, and flying, draw upon the Plain 880 
A bloody Line, while o'er their upper Skin 
The Darts appear, the Points deep-lodg'd within. 
They imitate with Groans the human Cry, 

And to the Walls their wounded Breaſts apply. 5 
This ſeen, ſuch Shrieks and mournful Clamors riſe, 88 s I 
As if (the City made a hoſtile Prize) 33 
The Tyrian Fanes and ſacred Manſions ſnone 
With Argive Fires, and Splendors not their own, 
Leſs would they grieve, ſhould Cadmus regal Hall, 


Or fair Harmonia's bridal Chamber fall. 890 | 
But Phegens, to revenge his injur'd God, 13 


With haughty Mien towards Aconteus ſtrode; 


And as diſarm'd, he triumph'd oer the lain, 
Aim'd a deſtructive Blow, nor aim'd in vain. 
The youthful Bands of Tegea fly too late, g95 


To ſave the Warrior, and avert his Fate. 


Thrown ofer the ſlaughter'd Animals, he lies, 


And to th' offended Pow'r a Victim dies. 


The Council broke and Congreſs held in vain Y 
O'er all the Camp loud Tumults riſe again. 900 
Back thro? the hoſtile Troops Jocaſta flies, 
Nor longer on her Pray'rs or Tears relies. 


v. 279. To the Ts own again | Theſe Lines are taken from the fol- 


a = lowing of Virgil, who ſpeaking of the wounded Stag, lays. 


Saucius at quadrupes nota intra tecta refugit, 
Succeſſitque gemens ſtabulis, queſtuque cruentus, 


Mique imploranti fimils, tectum omne replevit. v. 500. 


1 2 e Herſelf 
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Her and her Daughters thence the Greeks remove, 
While Tydeus ſtrives th* Advantage to improve. 
Go, hope for Peace, and the juſt Fight delay, 905 
Till the more prudent Foe commence the Fray. 
Say, could ye thus the Work of Death adjourn, 
And wait for the commiſſion'd Queen's Return. 
He ſpoke, and to his Comrades high diſplay'd, 
( A Signal of the Charge) his naked Blade. 910 
On either Side now Wrath and Vengeance riſe, 
And one vaſt Shout groans upward to the Skies. 
No martial Laws obſerv'd, nor Order known, 
The Soldiers with their Captains mix, nor own 
Superior Rank: Horſe, Foot and ratling Cars 915 
Form one dire Chaos. Urgꝰ d by furious Mars, Wo 

| Headlong they ruſh, no Leifure giv'n to ſhew 
Themſelves, or from the Foe their Comrades know. 
This Mode of Fight the cloſing Armies bore. | | 
The Trumpets, Horns and Clarions now no more, 90 
As whilom, in the marching Van appear, 3 
But with the Standards join'd, bring up the Rear. 
Such roſe the Conflict from few Drops of Blood, 
And to an Ocean ſwelb'd the purple Flood, 
As Winds at firſt make Trial of their Force 925. 
On Leaves and Trees, then bolder in their Courſe, _ 


v. 905. Go, hope for FO” * Author ſeems in this Place to have 
had an Eye to the ironical Scoff of Turnus upon the Latians in the 
11th Book of the Æneid, as may be ſeen from the præceps tempore 
'T ydeus utitur, which 1s an Imitation of arrepto tempore Turnus. 3 


Imo, ait, O cives, arrepto tempore Turnus, 
Cogite concilium, & pacem laudate ſedentes, Qc. 


v. 925. As Winds at fir]! This Simile is borrowed from Virgil. 


So Winds, while yet unfledg'd in Woods they lie, 
In Whiſpers firſt their "Re. * try: 
Then 
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Oerturn the F oreſts, bear the Groves away, 
And lay whole Mountains open to the Day. 
Ye Muſes, now record your Country's Hoſts, 
And ſing the Wars that vex'd your native Coaſts, 930 
For dwelling near the Blood-mark'd Seat of Fight, 
The War's whole Art was obvious to your Sight, 
What Time th' Aonian Lyre's mellifluous Sound 
Was in the louder Blaſt of Trumpets drown' 9 
The Horſe of Pterelas, unus'd to Arms, 923 
And new to all the Battle's dire Alarms, 
Soon as his wearied Hand had broke the Reins. 
Tranſports his Maſter to the diſtant Plains, 
The Spear of Tydezs through his Shoulder flies, 
Then glancing down, tranſpierces both his Thighs, 949 
And nails him to the Seat: th' affrighted . 
Fix d to his Rider, bounds along the Mead, 
And bears him on, tho now he wields no more 
His Arms and Bridle ting'd with reeking Gore. 
The Centaur thus (his Life in Part retain'd 3 
Hangs from the Courſer which he lately rein d. 
The Conflict glows. Menæceus vents his Rage 
On Periphas. In adverſe Arms engage 
Hippomedon and Sybaris, while near „ 
Raſh Lys, and th' Arcadian Prince appear. 936 
A Sword, O Sybaris, ſuppreſs'd thy Breath; 
. 595 from a Shaft receiv'd his Death, 
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5 Then ive on the Main with bellowing Rage, 

j And Storms to trembling Mariners preſage. Dee s En. 
4 v. 941. Ye Muſes, now record your Countrys] See N ote on the 41ſt 
Line of the 4th Book, and 54iſt of the Sth. . 

v. 957. The Centaur thus, &c.] A Poet is not confined in his Com- 
| pariſons to Things that really have an Exiſtence in Nature: he may 
7 | derive them as well from thoſe that have only a Place in the Crea- 

tion of. . ane Woes « — Of this latter Sort i 5 » 
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| 342 STATIUS's THEBAID, Book VII. 1 
Mil While Periphas beneath a Javelin: bled. F 
1 The Steel of Heamon lops away the Head _ / 
Of Grecian Caneus, whoſe wide-yawning Eyes 955. 5 
| Explore the ſever'd Trunk that bleeding lies. 7 
| This Abas flaw, and ruſh'd to ſpoil the Foe; _— 
| When lo! an Arrow from an Argive Bow . A 
{ Prevents his Aim,—expiring with a Groan, C 
|! He quits the hoſtile Buckler and his own.  _ g60 A 
| £Eunzus, thee what Demon could perſuade <7 N 
Io leave thy roſy Patron's hallow'd Shade, 5 6 
18 That Shade, to which thou ſhould' have been confin? d, 2 
| For War's tumultuous Fury ill- reſign'd? gg 1 
| {| Ah! hope not thou to ſcatter wild Affright 95 A 
1 Whoſe fine-wove Shield (a poor Defence in Fight) 8 
= With Ivy-Wreaths, on Nyſa cull'd, is crown'd, A 
1 And whoſe white Stole, deſcending on the Ground, O 
1 Diſplays its ſilken Fringe.— Beneath his Hair T 
l Fach Shoulder lies conceal'd with artful Care. 970 4 
| i I The tender Down his florid Cheeks ocrſpreads; be: FE. 
| | While his weak Cuiraſs ſhines with purple Threads. 4 
| | A Woman's Bracelets on his Arms he bears, 

Fi And on his Feet embroider'd Sandals wears. 

| A Jaſper- Button, ſet in pureſt Gold 975 

118 Claſp'd his Robes, grac'd with many a ruſtling Fold. 

Þ A Quiver, which a Lynx's Hide furrounds, 

=_ And poliſh'd Bow-Caſe on his Back reſounds, 

| hs Simile before us, which admirably well illuſtrates the 1 and * 
"i Poſtyre of the dying Warrior, and is as ſtrong and expreſſive, as it | 

| | & 5 5. 4b! hope not thau], It may be obſerved, that thoſe Prieſts. 

It and Miniſters of the, Gods, who, bean a Part in the Theban War, are 

Wl diſtinguiſhed from, othgs. Leaders by, the Splendor and Richneſs of 
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Full of the raging God, the Warrior hies 
Amid the Preſs, and thus loud-vaunting cries, 9980 

Reſtrain your Rage.—Theſe Walls Apollo ſnewd 

To Cadmus, for his high Deſerts beftow'd; 

Theſe Walls to build (if we may credit Fame) 

The willing Rocks, an happy Omen, came. 

Our Nation, ſacred to the Pow'rs above, 983 
Alliance claims with Mars and greater obe 
Nor feign we this to be the native Earth 
Of Hercules, and Place of Bacchus Birth. 

Fierce Capaneus towards the Boaſter ſteers 
His Courſe, and brandiſhes two beamy Spears. 990 ; 
As when the King of Beaſts at early Dawn 5 
Springs from his Thicket to the dewy Lawn, 

And views a Deer that bounds along the Green, 

Or Calf, whoſe budding Horns are ſcarcely ſeen, 
Tho? the ſtern Swains a dreadful Circle form, 995 
And darted Javelins rain a ſteely Storm, eee 
Fearleſs, regardleſs, he purſues his Way, 

And . with Wounds, invades the T_T. 
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v. 991. FA zoheit; &c. ] This Simile i is borrowed from Homer. 


Nos N : 26pn Phew im CEL age us, 
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As Virę gil has copied it too, I ſhall give the W an Opportani 
of comparing the two Imitations with the Original. 


Impaſtus tabula alta Leo ceu ſæpe peragrans, 

(Suadet enim veſana fames) fi forte fugacem 

Conſpexit capream, aut ſurgentem in cornua cervum, 
Gaudet hians immane, comaſque arrexit & hæret 


Viſceribus ſuper accumbens; lavat improba teter 
Ora cruor, | 


— — TY; JT Thus 
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Thus Capaneus, exulting o'er the Foe, | 
With his pois'd Javelin meditates a Blow. - 1000 
But ere the pond'reus Weight of Death deſcends, 
With Blaſphemy Reproaches thus he blends. 
Why doſt thou, doom'd to bleed beneath my Spear 
With Shrieks unmanly ſtrike our Hoſts with F ear? 
In wordy Wars with Tyrian Dames engage, 1005 
But where's the vaunted Author of thy Rage? 
Would he were preſent | ere he ſcarce had ſaid, - 
Unknowing of Repulſe, the Weapon fled, 

And faintly tinkled on the glitt'ring Shield; 

_ Whoſe folded Hides a ſpeedy Paſſage yield. 1010 
Forth wells the Blood, his Armour knocks the Ground, 

And with long Sobs the Plates of Gold n 
He dies, he dies, the raſh Boy- Warrior dies, 
And wept and honour'd by his Patron lies 


And Timolus, long reluctant to the Yoke, 

Him Nyſa, and Theſean Naxos mourn, 

And Ganges, to diſcharge his Orgies worn. 

Nor was Eteocles in Combat ſlow; | 
Leſs oft his milder Brother aims a Blow. 1020 
Conſpicuous in his Car the Prophet ſate: 
His Steeds, as ES: of their haſt'ning Fate, 


1020. 260 oft bis milder Brother) The Poet here pays: a great Com- 
| pliment to Polynices. He tells the Reader, that while Ezeocles is 
wading through Blood and Carnage to the Crown, and making 
Havock among the Grecians, Polynices was checked in his Conqueſt 
by the tender e of eas 4h and Rogard to his Coun- 


trymen. 


v. 1021. Canſpicusar i in his Car, &c. ] We find Jupiter in the ſe- 


venteenth Book of the Iliad, beſtowing the ſame Honours on Hee- 
tor, and dignifying his Exit with a Blaze of n as Mr. Pope ex- 
Preſſes at. 
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With Dread move on, while Clouds of Duſt ws. 
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He decks his Shield and Helm with ſtarry Fires; 


And ruſhes on his Foes.— 
Supplies new Strength and Vigour in the Strife. 
His Limbs increaſe in Beauty, Force and Size, 
And ne'er before ſo well he read the Skies. 
With unexſtinguiſh'd Heat of War he glows, _ 
And pours redoubled Fury on his Foes. 1040 
Oft was he known to break with lenient Art 
The Strokes of Chance, and eaſe the human Heart, 
T'encroach on Fate's juſt Rights and interpoſe 


dued with a greater Degree of Preſcience and Divination juſt before 


Lines ad the celebrated Walker. = 


Obſcure the Fight, and blacken half the Skies, 
Him Phebus honours on his dying Day, 1025 
And gives a Luſtre to his ſetting Ray. 5 


While Mars with fierceſt Rage his Soul inſpires, 
And, in Compliance to the God's Requeſt, 


From hoſtile Swords defends his manly Breaſt, 1030 | 
That pure, nor violated here above 
By Wounds, he may deſcend to Stygian Joe. 
Thus, conſcious, he muſt ſoon reſign his Breath, 


Serene, he walks the dreadful Path of Death 


To fave the wretched from impending Woes. 


| - AJ * { pay Ain 
Genes zA. This N e os pid” 20005 
Axis xc O 


v. 1038 · And ne' er before) Ampbiaraus i 18 recoolented as being en- 


his Death, which Circumſtance brings to my Remembrance four 


Wiſer Men 3 

As 1 draw near to their eternal Home. : 
Leaving the old, both Worlds at once they view, 
That ftand upon the Threſhold of the new. 


Alas! 
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Deſpair of Life 1035 
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Alas! how chang'd from him, who great an good 1515 , 


At Phebus Shrine in holy Office ſtood, 


Who what each low'ring Cloud portended knew, 


And Omens read from ev'ry Wing that flew! 


A countleſs Herd expir'd beneath his Blade 
(Unhappy Victims to his future Shade) 109 


As when fell Planets rule the deathful Vear, 
And dart Deſtruction from their baleful Sphere. 


Ppblegyas and Phyleus fell (his Javelin thrown) 
His Scythe-hung Car mows Cremetaon down, 


And Chromis : one in adverſe Fight was ſlain; 1033 
His Knee cut off, the other preſe'd the Plain, 
Next Chromis, Iphinous, and Sages bled, 


By miſſive Weapons rank'd among the dead. 
Vnſhorn Lycoreus groans his Soul away, r 
And Gas, ſacred to the God of Dy; 1060 

His Heim uncreſted by the forceful 3 - Wy 

He knew, but knew too late the mitred Seer. 
Then at Alcathoiis a Stone he threw, TIE 
The well-aim'd Stone the hapleſs Warrior flew. FEE 
| Rear'd on the Margin of Caryſtos Flood 1065 
| His Houſe, with Infants Cries reſounding, ſtood. 

His Friends at length the ſenſeleſs Wretch perſuade 


e 
7 


To change the Sailor s for the Soldier's Trade. 


Nor dying he prefers th' experienc'd Main, 
And wintry Tempe ro the _ Plain. A "$070. 


v. 105 1. A. when fell Plants] Homer, Virgil and Milton have fine 
Similies drawn from Planets, Comets, Cc. there is one of the laſt 
mentioned Author: in particular, that is wonderfully ſublime. 


He Like a Comet burn'd 
That fires the Length of Ophiachus hage 
In th* Artic Sky; and from his horrid Hair 
Shakes Peſtilence and War. 


B 
'T 
A 
R 

F 
B 
C 
P 
, 

9 
7 
4 
"2 
5 
] 
( 
4 


1 


8 n * N * * . by * iz 2 - 7 
node Fer e Ot We IE —_— DX 
PTT! ĩᷣ SOT 20 1 i IIS 


Sy 


8 ee. E wm % FOR LS NE” > 9 bebe FA ee dag ene Ab 
JJ ett Hm ll oh oy IE OREN 


Boox VII. 8 TAT IUSs THE BAID. 347 


The Rout and Slaughter of his Hoſt ſurvey'd, 
Aſo 4 Hypſeus raſhes to their Aid: 
Rage in his Eyes, and Ruin in his Hand, 


He galls the Rear of the Tyrinthian Band, 
But the Prieſt ſeen, the Tide of Wrath he turns ro7 5 


On him, and with redoubled Fury burns. A 
Rang'd in a Wedge, his Troops beſide him ftood, 


And form'd with Spears erect an ambient Wood. 
He lifts, in Front of all the hoſtile Ranks, 


And cries. —©O Father of th' Aonian Streams, 


| Whoſe Surface with etherial Embers gleams, 
Direct my Aim: this I, thy Son, demand, 
And th' Oaken Spear, the Native of thy Strand. 
If thou haſt fought the Ruler of the Skies, 1 
Give me the mighty Pbæbus to deſpiſe. 


From his gaſh'd Head Pl} tear the circling Crown, 
And with his Armour in thy. Current drown. 
Aſopus heard his Pray'r, but Sol deny'd 


Indulgence to his Son, and turn'd aide 1090 
To faithful Herſes the well-darted Spear, POS 
= AHerſes, the valiant Augur's Charioteer. 
= Apollo now directs the flowing Reins, 


And Aliagmon's Form and 1 feigns. 


v. 1077. Rang d in a @ Wedge) On tha this. Paſſage, how natu- 
rally do the following Verſes of Milton ſteal in upon our Memory! 


While thus he ſpake, th' angelic Squadrons bright 
Turn'd fiery red, arp ning i in  miooned Horns, Sc. 
Book 4. Line 977. 


= 1093. Apollo now dire@s] This Piece of 8 beauti- 


ful to a great Degree : it is imitated from the 5th Book of Homer, 


where Pallas thruſts Srhenelus out of Diomede's Chariot, and vaulting 
into it herſelf, aſſiſts that Hero in his Attack upon Mars, 
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348 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book VII. 
Their Souls unman'd, and all Reſiſtance loſt; - 1095 
A ſudden Panic ſeiz'd the-Theban Hoſt. 

Their Gripe relax'd, their Weapons San the Ground; 
They fall thro' F ear, and die without a Wound. 

_ T'was doubtful, if th* augmented Burden ſpeeds, - 

Or clogs the Progreſs of the furious Steeds. 1100 
As from ſome Cloud-capt Hill a Fragment worn 
By Dint of Age, or by fierce Whirlwinds torn, - 

| Rolls down, and ſweeps along in its Deſcent 
| | Men, Trees and Cots from their Foundations rent; 
| Nor ſtops, till ſome deep Vale confines its F orce, 1 105 
Or River, intercepted in its Courſe. 
So rolls th* enſanguin'd. Car beneath the Load 
Of the great Hero, 90 the az God. 


105 . Fen. 4s from] I wonder, that neither Mr. Pate nor Mr. 
14 Wharton have taken Notice of this truly ſublime Compariſon in 

1 their Obſervation on a ſimilar one in Homer and Virgil, eſpecially 
as they have quoted one of Taſſs, in my Opinion, much inferior 
to our r Author 8. — ſhall tranſcribe all three, 


1060 . | Obel ex as An lens, 

Whit : „our X&8TE rip WOT &05 xe1penjpe®- an, 

» | Pikes arire lis &veudtO- . xu rens, 1 
. T Apen BETTA, XTUT EE 0: TY or æbri 
"Yan" od” ue add Jes tudo, che 2y LenTa | N 
Iooridoy, Tors 0? FLY xunivftray, bogus LTD 


Ac veluti montis ſaxum de vertice præceps 
Cum ruit avulſum vento, ceu turbidus imber 

Proluit, aut annis ſolvit ſublapſa vetuſtas; | 
Fertur in abruptum magno mons improbus actu, 
Exultatque ſolo, ſylvas, armenta n 

Involvens ſecum. 


Qual gran ſaſſo talor, ch'o la l | 
Solve da un monte, o ſvelle ira de? venti 
Ruinoſa dirupa, e parta, e ſpezza | 
Le ſelve, e colle caſe anco gli armenti 
Tal gia trahea della, &c. | 


v. 1107. So rolls] It is remarkabe, that theſe two Lines are e almoſt 
a Tranſcript of Homer's, | 


; M. 


Boon VII. STATIUSs THEBAID. 30 


High oer the deathful Scene Apollo ſtands, 
And wields the Spears and Reins with equal Hands: 11 10 
Unerring Skill he to his Prieſt imparts, 
But mocks the Theban Shooter's uſeleſs Arts. 
Now Antiphus, unaided by his Steed, 
And Meænalus lie proftrate on the Mead, 


 Mithion then of Heliconian Strain; 85 17 119 


Polites, noted for his Brother flain, 

And Lampus, who with Luſt tranſported, ſtrove 
To force fair Mantbo's interdifted Love: 

At him the God himſelf directs a Dart, 


And drove the ſhining Miſchief to his Heart. 1120 


On Hills of ſlain the rapid Courſers tread, 
Deſtroy the living, and deform the dead. 

The mangled Carcaſes are furrow'd oer 
And the daſh'd Axles bluſh with human Gore. 


Mer ſome the kindling Car, unnotic'd, rolls, 1125 


Breaks ev*ry Limb, and cruſhes out their Souls; 3 
Whilſt others, helpleſs with a mortal Wound, 
Foreſee it ſmoaking o'er the diſtant Ground. 
Now thro? his Hands the ſlipp'ry Bridle glides, 


And the beſprinkled Beam, unſtable, ſlides: 1 I 30 


The Steeds, their Hoofs involv'd in Carnage ſtood, 


And the ſpik d Wheels are clogg'd with clotted Blood. 


The Javelins, which (their Points infix'd within) 
Stand extant on the Surface of the Skin, 

The raging Hero from the wounded drew, 1135 
Whoſe parting Souls with Groans the Car purſue, 

At length (his whole Divinity confeſs'd) 
Phebus the wondring Avgur thus addreſs'd. 


X Miyes Wo „pe vt @1y iyO- ag ay 
Bg a» erg dye N, 60 7 agicex. Thad, 5. 838. 


= 
2 * K „ — hs ed — — 
nou Yo Ore TE > ode. a. Soo 1 
x” ” V. * a , 


Uſe 


2 ud 


8 


; 3 et IRE 


— Re 
8 
K . A 


* ” — — 
. —— Feat, EI Tt 7 Hae PN ro on eee rene 


> po 1 * - * 
* r %7§ͤ—vÜ—. XU—— 


— 


, ⁵FA nate nignss ol oe oe tn 
he = Pm. <4; a —⸗a — — ——— 


„„ 


A. 


350 STATIUSs THEBAID. Book vu. 


Uſe well thy Time, whilſt in Reſpect to me 
Grim Death delays the Work of Deſtiny, I 140 
We're overcome. ——Whate'er the Fates ordain, 


They execute, nor weave the Woof again. 
Go then, and mindful of the Promiſe made, 


Gladden Elyſium with thy preſent Shade, 
Secure, no Burial-Honours thou ſhalt want, 1145 
Nor ſue in vain for cruel Creon's Grant. 


To this the Chief, ſurcharg'd with hoſtile Spoils, 


Replies, and for a while reſpires from Toils: 
At firſt I knew thee thro* thy borrow'd Look; 


Beneath th' unwonted Weight the Chariot ſhook 11 30 
Let ſay, how long wilt thou defer my Fate? 


Theſe Honours ill become my wretched State. 
E'en now I hear the Porter's triple Yell, 
Hoarſe- ſounding Styx, and all the Streams of Hell. 


Take then the laurell'd Honours of my Head, 7058 
Too holy for the Regions of the dead. = 


If to thy dying Prophet ought is due, 
With my laſt Voice this Boon I now renew, 
And to thy Wrath refign my trait'rous Spoufe ; 


Avenge, avenge the broken Marriage-Vows. 1260 
The grieving God deſcending on the Plains, 
The Courſers groan'd, and bow'd to Duſt their Manes. 


Thus fares a Veſſel in a ſtormy Night, 
When the twin-Stars withold their fendly Light 3 


Death in their Thoughts, they ſnriek at ev'ry Blaſt, 
Anddeem the preſent Moment for their laſt. 
And now the graſly Surface of the Mead, 


Convuls'd with frequent Tremors gan recede: . 
A thicker Cloud of Duſt obſcures the Skies, 


And Murmurs dire from deepeſt Hell aygſe. 1170 
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Night fear d the Stars, the Stars the nether Gloom.) 
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This Sound miſtaken for the Craſh of Fight, 

From Field the wenns Waere urge their 
Flight. 

Another Tremor now bends to the Ground = 

Men, Horſes, Arms, and ſhakes the Fields around, 

The leafy Grove inclines its various Head, 

And filent from his Banks 1/menos fled. 

The public Anger loft in private Fears, 

They ground their Arms, and leaning on their Spears, 

Start back, as on each other's Face they m_— 

Wild Terror imag'd in a pallid Hue, 1180 

As when Bellona forms a naval Fray, „ 


In Scorn of Neptune, on the watry Way: 

If haply ſome fell Tempeſt interpoſe, 

Each thoughtful of himſelf, neglects his Foes; 
The common Dangers cauſe their Ire to als. - 1185 


And mutual Fears impoſe a ſudden Peace. 


Such was the fluctuating Fight to view : 

Whether from ſubterraneous Priſons flew 

 Imboſom'd Blaſts, and gather'd from afar, 
In one vaſt Burſt diſcharg'd the windy War: I199 


Or latent Springs had worn the rotten Clay, 


And open'd to themſelves a gradual Way: 
Or on this Side the ſwift Machine of Heav'n 
Inclin'd, by more than wonted Impulſe driv'n, 


Or whether Neptune bade old Ocean roar, 1193 


And daſh'd the briny Foam from Shore to Shore: 


Or Earth herſelf would warn by theſe Portents 


The Seer, or Brother-Kings of both Events; 


Lo! ſhe diſcloſes wide her hollow Womb: 


The 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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The Prophet and his Courſers, while they ſtrive 

To paſs, the yawning Cleft ingulphs alive : 

Nor did he quit the Reins and Arms in Hand, 

But with them plung'd to the Ta#farean Strand 
And as he fell, gaz'd backward on the Light; 1205 
And griev'd to ſee the Field would ſoon unite, == 


Till now a lighter Tremor clos'd again - 
The Ground, and darken'd Pluto's wide Domain. 
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THE AR G UM E N T. 


HE Poet, having deſcribed the Effets of Amphia- 
raus's Coming into the infernal Regions, introduces 


| Pluto expreſſing his Diſpleaſure at his abrupt Intruſion, and 


exhorting the Furies to retaliate the Inſult by an Excurſion 
fo the World above. Alt length, however, Amphiaraus 


pacif es him. The Confederates, terrified by this extraordi. 
nary Phenomenon, quit the Field in great Diſorder and 
Confuſion, and expreſs their Concern for the Death of the 
Seer in a long Oration. The Thebans ſpend the Night in 
Feaſting and Follity. Adraſtus calls a Council in the 


Morning, iu <wbich it is reſolved, that Thiodamas; ſhould 


fuccecd Amphiaraus-as Augur : who, in Purfuance of his ; 
Election appeaſes the Earth by Sacrifice, and delivers a fu- © 


neral Oration in Praiſe of bis Predeceſſer. The Battle re- 


commencing, Tydeus on the Part of the Allies, and Hx- 


mon on the Part of the Thebans, /ignalize themſelves, by 


Feats of Proweſs and Gallantry. The T Thebang, diſ- 
heartened by the Death of Atys, and Retreat of * 
are rallied by Menzceus, and renew the Fight with re. 


doubled Vigour and Alacrity. The Poet then, returns 10 
Thebes : and while Iſmene is relating a Dream, which 


ſbe had about her Lover Atys, to her Siſter, he is brought 


into the Palace juſt upon the Point of Death : this gives 


Riſe to a very affecting Scene. Tydeus in the mean Time 

makes a great Slaughter of his Enemies; and meeting with I 
Eteocles, FR Gi a Dart with him : but the other fy- YÞ 
ing, in the Purſuit of him he is overpowered by his Ene- i 
mies, and receiving a mortal Wound, expires gnawing the 


Head of Mcnalippus who gave it him. 
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BOOK Taz EIGHTH, | 


OON as the Prophet reach'd the ll Coaſts 
Of Styx, the Manſion of pale-viſag'd Ghoſts, 
Explord the Secrets of the World below, 


And pierc'd the Regions of eternal Woe ; 3 


Fill Pluto's wide Dominion with Alarms. 

The Shades with Horror gaze upon his Car, 

His Weapons, Steeds diſtinguiſh'd in the War, 

And his new Body: for he neither came 

Black from the Urn, nor ſeaſon'd with the Flame; 

But with the Sweat of Mars was cover'd oer, 

And his hack'd Target ſtain'd with dewy Gore. 
Nor had Erinmys yet with impious Hand 

0 er his cold Members way*d her Fong Brand, 


There is ein very awful and ſolemn in the Poet's Deſcrip- 
tion of the Terror and Confuſion which the Preſence of Amphiaraus 
occaſioned in the infernal Regions. But whac we ſhould princi- 
pally regard it for, is the great Light it throws on many Parts of the 
heathen Mythology, which would otherwiſe ſeem dark and myſte- 
rious. In ſhort, it is altogether as fine a Repreſentation of Hell, 

as ay we meet with. in the ancient Poets, E 


£2 Or 


His Garb terrific, and loud- braying Arms fo 6 
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The Work as yet unfiniſh'd he ſurpriz'd : 
Then, nor till then, they cut the fatal Thread, 


The Manes of Eliſium gaz'd around, 
(Their Pleaſures interrupted at the Sound) 


Mourns his loſt Fare, a melancholy Theme; 
And grieves, that Shades had gain'd the Stygian Shore, 
By Chaſms in Earth, and Means unknown before. 30 
In the mid Part of his unhappy State 75 


Diſpleas'd with all that fill his dreary Climes, 


The Siſter Fiends with Vengeance in their Hands, 


Mean while freſh Numbers iſſue from the Grave, 40 


his Thumb, it was a Sign ef his Regard, as Pliny informs us, Lib. 
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Or Proſerpine, admitting him a Ghoſt, 15 
Infcrib'd his Name upon the murky Poſt. 
Nor to the Taſk the Siſters' Hands ſuffic'd; 


And freed the Seer, irregularly dead. 20 


And thoſe, who ſtation'd in the Gulph beneath, 


An Air leſs pure, and leſs enliv'ning breathe. + 
Then groan the Lakes that parch'd with Sulphur glow; ; . 


And ſluggiſh Waters, ſcarcely ſeen to flow; 26 
While Charon, wont to plough the loaded Stream, Fs 


The King of Erebus in Judgment ſate: „ | 
The Shades he queſtion'd on their former Crimes, 3 


There Death in various Shapes and Orders ſtands, 35 | 
And Puniſhment, diſtinguiſh'd in the Throng 


By Chains harſh clanking, as ſhe ſtrides along. 
With the ſame Thumb the Fates condemn and * 


| I 
_ 39. With the _ 7. — The Thumb was a Pb of Fa- f 
vour and Diſpleaſure among the Antients. When a Man preſſed b 


28. Cap. 11. Pollices, cum favemus, premere etiam proverbio jubemur. 
When the Thumb was turned, his Diſpleaſure was ſignified, which 
Was ſo great a — of Malevolence, that by this alone the Teople 

of 
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There Minos with his Colleague hears each Cauſe, 


Reſtrains the King, and mitigates the Laws. 


Nor was Cocytos abſent Stream of Woes, 
And Phlegethon, that kindles as it flows. 


Or Styx, whom een th' atteſting Gods revere. 45 


Then trembling Pluto firſt experienc'd Fear; 
And ſpoke in Wrath, as ſick'ning he ſurvey d 

The ſtarry Splendors, through the Cleft diplayd d. 
What Pow'r has forc'd Earth's Barrier thus away, 


And join'd the upper and the nether Day? 50 
; Who pierc'd our Gloom? ſay, whence theſe Threats 


ariſe, 
From the ſtern Lord of Ocean or the Skies ? ? 


of 15 ordered the Gladiators to be. lain, as we learn from 7. 


venul, Sat. 3. 


Munera nunc edunt, et — 1 let 
Quemlibet occidunt populariter, 


v. 43. Nor was Cocytos] Milton has given us x fine Picture of 
the Rivers of Hell in the 2d Book of Par. Loft, Verſe 577. | 
Abhorred Styx, the Flood of deadly Hate, 
Sad Acheron of Sorrow, black and deep: 
Cocytos, nam'd of Lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueful Stream; fierce Phlegethon 
Whoſe Waves of Torrent Fire inflame with Rage. 
Far off from thoſe a ſlow and ſilent Stream, 
Lethe, the River of Oblivion rolls : 
Her watry Labyrinth, whereof who drinks 
Forthwith his former State and Being forgets, 
Forgets both Joy and Grief, Pleaſure and Pain. 


v. 48. Or Styx] Though I have ſpoken of this River elſewhere, 
I cannot deny myſelf the Pleaſure of tranſcribing Heſſod's humorous 
Account of the Puniſhment of thoſe Gods who had ſwore falſly by 


it. For one whole Year (ſays he) they muſt abſtain from Nectar 
and Ambroſia, and lie on the Ground dumb and lethargic, After 
2 Year, greater Puniſhments await them: for they are baniſhed for 


nine Years, and debarred the Society of the Gods. At the End of 


the tenth Year however, they reſume their priſtine State and Dig- 
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253 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book VIE. 
Boaſter, ſtand forth on thy own Terms of F ight; 


Hence let Form fink to Chaos, Day to Night. 

To whom more dear ?—l guard the guilty World, 55 
Hither from Heav'n by adverſe Fortune hurld. 
Nor een is this my own: I rule in vain, 


When Jove encroaches thus upon my Reign. 


When on my Throne the Rays of Titan beat, 


And Light abhorr'd pervades my gloomy Seat. 60 


Wants he, the King of Heav'n, my Strength to prove: ? 


"Las fetter'd Giants will each Doubt remove, 
The reſtleſs Titans (who did erſt aſpire 


Earth to reviſit) and his wretched Sire. 


Why wills he, that my Toils ſhould never ceaſe, 63 
Why muſt the Light I loſt diſturb my Peace? i 
But ſhould it pleaſe, each Kingdom I'II diſplay, 


And veil in Stygian Miſts the Blaze of Day. 


Hence the twin Sons of Tyndar Tl detain, - 
Nor render back th' Arcadian Youth again. 70 
For why does he thus journey to and fro, e 
And waft around the Meſſages of Woe? 

Why ſhould IJxion, with freſh Labours worn, 


And thirſting Tantalus my Anger mourn? 


How long ſhall living Ghoſts, unpuniſh'd roam 75 
From Bank to 28 and ne ry Dome? of 


v. 49. What Pow' J Of all the Orations in the Thebaid there i is 
none that can give leſs Pleaſure to the Reader, and conſequently 


leſs Credit to the Tranſlator than this before us. Not that Pluto 
ſpeaks without Spirit, but his Speech has many Alluſions to dark 


Circumitances in heathen Mythology; ſo that I very much queſ- 


tion, if, after all the Pains I have taken, it is intelligible to the 
greateſt Part of my Readers. It is not of a Natnre to ſhine in Po 


etry: and all I could do to make it tolerable, was to give it as 
ſmooth Numbers as poſſible, and curtail that which makes 


it fall more Aung. 
With 
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With me Pirithous durſt once contend, - 
And Theſeus ſworn to his audacious Friend: 
Then of Alcides too (my Guard remov'd) 


The furious Arm and Strength robuſt I prov'd. 80 


Now Hell, becauſe ſome idle Feuds ariſe 

Between two petty Princes, open lies. 

I faw, when Orpheus the ſad Strain purſu'd, | 
The Fiends in Tears, the Siſters* Taſks renew'd. | 
The ſweet Muſician o'er my Wrath prevail'd, $5 
Yet, heedleſs of the ſtern Condition, fail'd. 
Once, and but once I ſought the World above, 

And ſnatch'd in Sicily the Joys of Love: 

The bold Excurſion ſtung th' etherial Prince, 


As the hard Laws that quick enſu'd, evince. 90 


At each ſix Moons her Mother at my Hands 


| My Conſort for an equal Term demands. 


But why theſe Plaints ? Go, Miniſter of Ill, 
Revenge the Inſult, and our Wrath fulfill. 


If ought yet unconceiv'd, and unexpreſs'd 95 


Thy ready Wit, and fertile Brain ſuggeſt, 

On which thy Siſters may with Envy gaze, 

And I with Wonder. —Go, and win our Praiſe. 

But, as an Omen of our future Hate, 

And as a Prelude to the ſtern Debate, 100 
Let the two Brothers meet without the Wall, 

And, fir d by mutual Rage, in Combat fall. 

Let one with more than brutal Fury feed 

On his Foe's Head, expiring in the Deed, 


Another the laſt fun'ral Flames deny, 5 105 


And taint with Carcaſes his native Sky. 
Such Acts may Jupiter with Pleaſure view. 
Nor let thy Wrath our Realms alone purſue. 


2 4 Seek 


He then rejoins. For thee, who durſt explore 


What Pains can I deviſe ?—half ſhrunk with Fear, 
His Arms and Chariot gone, proceeds the Seer. 
Tet till the Badges of his Order grace _ 
The Chief extinct, and ſhade his clay-cold Fa OT 
Tho' black, a Fillet decks his awful Brow, = 125 
And his Hand graſps a wither'd Olive-Bough. N 
If in this holy Synod I may ſpeak, 
And in my own Defence my Silence break, 
Grand End of all Things, but to me who knew 
Each myſtic Cauſe, that mortal Eye can view) 130 
Source of Exiſtence, thy ſtern Threats reſign 


No Rape Herculean drew me to thy Coaſt, 135 
Nor was illicit Venery my Boaſt: | 


had attempted i, from the Puniſhment that Pluto had intended for 
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Seek one, who may with Heav'n itſelf engage, 

And with his Shield repell the Thund'rer's Rage. 110 
Why ſhould they rather dare thro Hell to rove, 
Than with heap'd Mountains ſcale the Walls of Fove * 
This ſaid, he ceas'd. His dreary Palace takes 


The Signal dire, and to the Centre ſhakes. | 
His Earth and that which overhangs him, nod 115 
Beneath his Voice, and own the ſpeaking God. 

Great was the Shock, as when his Brother rolls 


His Eyes around, and bends the ſtarry Poles. 


The ſacred Void inviolate before, + 120 


And to my Pray'r thy willing Ears incline 
Nor deign to puniſh one who ſtrictly fears _ 
To ae and all thy Laws reveres. 


No Rape Herculean] The Reader muſt obſerve, that Her- 
5 imſelf did not deſign a Rape upon Preſerpine, but only went 
down to Hell with a View of reſcuing The/eus and Pirithous, who 


them. 


; 6 


On 


* 


30 
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On theſe Inſignia for the Truth rely, 
Alas! my coward Heart ne'er ſoar'd ſo high. 
Let not our Chariot pale thy Conſort's Cheek, 


Nor Cerberus with Grief his Cavern ſeck. | | 140 


An Augur once by Ph#bus much careſs d, 


The gloomy Void of Chaos J atteſt, 
(For why by Sol ſhould Pluto's Subject thee) 


That for no Crime this Puniſhment I bear. 


This ſacred Truth the Cretar's Urn muſt know, 1 45 


This facred Truth impartial Minos ſhow. 
Bought of my treach'rous Wife for curſed Gold, 
And in the Lift of Argive Chiefs enrolld, 


Reſign'd to Fate, I ſought the Theban Plain, 

Whence flock the Shades that ſcarce thy Realms | 
. —- a. 5 150 
When (how my Soul yet dreads!) an n Earthquake came 
Big with Deſtruction, and my trembling Frame, 
Rapt from the Midſt of gaping Thouſands, hurl'd 


To Night eternal in thy nether World. 


What were my W while thro” Earth's hollow 
A 155 
— 1 roll d upheld in Air, and loſt in Glovin? = 
Nought to my Comrades or my Country left, 
Nor of my captive Life by Thebes bereſt. 
Dcom'd never more to breathe Lernæan Air, 
Or to my wond'ring Friends, inurn'd, repair. 160 


No ſculptur'd Tomb to lengthen out my Fame, 


No weeping Parents, nor odorous Flame : 


To thee the whole of fun'ral Pomp I bear, 

Nor ſhall I ought with theſe fleet Courſers dare, 

Or murmur to become a ſubject Shade: „ 
| wave the Honours that were whilom paid: 
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No Preſcience of the future doſt thou want, 
Secure of all the Deſtinies can grant. 
But check thy Rage, the Deities regard, 1 
And for my Spouſe reſerve the dire Reward: 179 
If, in the Proceſs of advancing Age, 
She fall, a Victim worthier of thy Rage. 
The Monarch heard, nor hearing diſapprov'd, 
Tho” loth to ſpare, and ſcorning to be moved. 
The Lion thus, when menac'd with the Light 175 
Of obvious Weapons, calls forth all his Might ; 5 
But, if his proſtrate Foe declines the Strife, 5 
Stalks o'er him, and diſdains fo cheap a Life. 
Mean while they ſeek the late-redoubted Car, _ 
Adorn'd with Fillets, and the Wreaths of War, 180 
Aſtoniſh'd, as by none it was ſurvey'd, MN 
Or cruſh'd in Conflict, or a Capture made. 
The Troops, ſuſpicious now, recoiling yield, 
Walk round the Traces of the treach'rous Field, 
And all prefer the Sweets of vital Break 183 
To Stygian Pomp, and an inglorious Death. 
While at a Diſtance in the Road to Fame 
Adraſtus guides his Troops, Palæmon came, 
The Meſſenger of Woe, and trembling cries, 
(For ſcarce he truſted to his conſcious Eyes, 190 


| bi |! v.17 5. This Alluſion to the 3 of che FF has the Sane- 
I | tion of all the Naturaliſts that ever treated on this Animal to con- 
firm it. Claudian in his Eulogy on Stilicon, Lib. 4. ſays, 


1 Obvia proſternas, proſtrataque more Leonum 
N Deſpicias alacres ardent quum ſternere Tauros, 
1 | Tranſiliunt prædas humiles. Hac ipſe magiſtrà 
of Dat veniam victis, hac exhortante calores 

1 . Horrificos, & quæ nunquam nocitura timentur 
ii; Jurgia, contentus ſolo terrore coercet. 
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Tho ſtation'd near the Chief ingulph'd, he ſaw, 
All pale and fad, the diſcontinuous Flaw.) 

O Monarch, turn. thy Steps, and ſeek with Speed 


The Doric Turrets, and our native Mead; „ 
If haply, where we left them, they remain. 193 


No Arms we need; the Battle bleeds in vain. 


Our unavailing Swords why wield we more ? 
When Earth (a Prodigy unſeen of Yore) 
Abſorbs our Warriors. From beneath our Feet 


The Ground we preſs ſeems ſtriving to retreat. 200 


Iviewd myſelf the Path to Night profound, 


Oeclides ruſhing thro' the ſudden Wound, 
Than whom of mortal Race was none more dear, 


Jo the bright Lamps that gild yon azure Sphere. 
Long did 1 ſtretch my fault'ring Hands, and ſtrain 206 


My Voice; at length convinc'd, that Help was vain, 


I phy'd the founding Laſh, and quickly left 

The ſteaming Champaign, in huge Futrows cleft: 
Nor common is the Ill; the Mother knows 
Her Sons, and Favour to the Thebans ſhows. 210 
Thus he. The Monarch doubts, till Mopſus came, 
And trembling Actor, who report the ſame. 


But Fame, who loves each Terror to enhance, 
Relates, that more had ſhar'd the ſame Miſchance. 


Spontaneous then the Soldiers quit their Ground, 215 
Nor wait, as Cuſtom was, the Trumpet's Sound. 


v. 216. Nor wait as Cuſtom was] Lactantius in his Note on this 


Paſſage furniſhes us with a Piece of Antiquity, that, I believe, few 


of our Readers are acquainted with: vi. that among the Ancients | 
every Soldier, previouſly to his being enliſted, took an Oath, that 
he would never leave the Battle, before the Sounding of a Retreat. 
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364 STATIUS's T HEBAID. Book VIII. 
Yet was their Progreſs ſlow. They ſcarcely trail 
Their Legs along, ſo much did Fear prevail. 

Their very Steeds, as ſenſible, oppoſe 
Their Flight, regardleſs of repeated Blows; 220 
Nor, won \ by Blandiſhments, increaſe their Speed, 
Or lift their Eyes from the terrific Mead. 

The Thebans puſt'd the Charge, till Veſper led 
Bright Cynthia's Steeds, with duſky Shades o *erſpread 
Now Night, that ſoon their Terrors muſt are ad 22 5 

Impoſes a ſhort Interval of Peace. 

What were their Aſpects, when they took their Fill 
Of Sorrow's Draught? full many a pearly Rill 
| Stole from their Helms unlac'd. Nought then could 


| eaſe . 
| 1 5 Their jaded Spirits that was wont to pleaſe. 7.1 1959 
ö 0 | They throw aſide their Bucklers wetted o'er, 5 
1 Such as they were. Nor cleans'd their Darts has Gore, 
| j | Nor prais'd their Horſes, nor for Battle dreſt 
1 The high-rais'd Honours of the ſhining Creſt. 
198 Such was their Grief they ſcarcely care to cloſe, 235 
i |} Their Wounds, and ſtaunch the Blood that freely flows, 
13 Or with the due Reſource of Food and Reſt 
| [ Renew their-Strength, by Toils of War _ 


All dwell with Tears on the late Augur's Praiſe, . 
His Love of Truth, and Merit of the Bays. 240 


. 225. New Night] Milos has ſome de Lines on the * 


Zubject. 
9 | Now Night her Courſe began, and over Heav'n 

—_ Inducing Darkneſs, grateful Truce impos'd, 
od | | N And Silence on the odious Din of War. 

18 5 | Par. Loft, B. 6. 1. 406. 
| [1 v. 239. All davell] The Reader cannot but ſympathize with the 
1 * on the Loſs of their Patriot and Prophet Amphiaraus, whoſe 
1 - Virtues 
| | | | | 
| [| 
i | 
6 1 


GL 


. We 


me 


Didſt find a leiſure Time to purchaſe Fame 
By adverſe Signs o'erthrown, and Heroes ſlain, 
Till Heaps of Carcaſes deform'd the Plain. 


What Deeds of Slaughter, and what Scenes of Death. 


Might we have ſeen, had Heayv'n prolong'd thy Breath! 2 
What Lot befalls thee ? canſt thou viſit Earth 


Again, and, as it were, renew thy Birth? 


Virtues endear him to the lateſt Poſteri 
be i improper to obſerve, that the old Propoſition, All Men are alike af- 
ter Death, 1s only partially true. For the virtuous and uſeful Member 
of Society lives in the Memory of the Public, and is never thought 
of but with Sorrow, nor mentioned but with Honour; whereas the 
Villain and Peſt of his Country is either ſoon forgotten, or remem- 
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One Rumour only thro? the Camp i is ſpread, 


That all their Fortune with the Gods is fled: 
Where are his ſacred Arms, rever'd in War, 


His Creſt with Fillets grac'd, and laurell'd Car? 5 
Could not Caſtalian Lakes and Caves retard 


His Death? was this his Patron God's Reward? 
Who'll teach us now, what falling Stars declare, 


And hallow'd Light'nings inauſpicious Glare? 


What Heav'n betokens in the Victim ſlain, 
When ye ſhould march; what Accidents detain? 2 30 


What Hour is moſt averſe to Dove-ey'd Peace 
And when to bid the Trump of Diſcord ceaſe 1 ? 


Who now will all Futurity diſcloſe, 


The juſt Interpreter of Bliſs or Woes ? 


To thee the War's Events were all foreknown, 
And all the public Evils, and thy own; 
Yet (ſuch was Virtue's Influence) thou didiſt ; Join 
Our Troops, and clad in ſocial Armour ſhine. 


And when the fatal Hour and Period came, 


bered but with Infamy and Deteſtation. 


245. 


265 


260 


266 


And here it may not 
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366 Srarluse THEBAID. Boon vit. 


Say, art thou thron'd beſide thy fav'ring Fates, 


A Counſellor in all their high Debates? 
Still by a grateful Change doſt thou obtain 
The Knowledge of the Future, and explain? 270 


Or did the Pow'r who rules the Realms below, 


In Pity to thy Sufferings, beſtow 
Elyſium, and her Birds of hallow'd Flight? 
Whate'er's thy Lot beneath, the God of Light, 


| Bewailing long his Loſs, ſhall loath Relief, — 495 
And Delpbos mourn thy Death in ſilent Grief. 


Shut on this Day ſhall Delos &er remain, 
The Sea-girt Tenedos, and Cyrrha's Fane ; 


No bold Enquirer ape the Clarian Gate, 


Nor Branchus from his Shrine interpret Fate: 280 


v. 278, Tenedos] Is an Iſland of the Hellgſpont, fituated over againſt 
Troy and ſacred to Apollo, whence Chry/es in his Addreſs to Apollo, 
ſays, Tevtd>40 T7 IDs οο ?. 5 5 5 
v. 278. And Cyrrha's Fane] See Note on the 673d Verſe of the 
3d Book, „0000 l . 5 
v. 279. The Clarian Gate] This and the other Places here men- 


tioned were noted for the moſt famous Oracles. 


v. 280. Nor Branchus As eg to my Note on the 686 
Verſe of the 3d Book, I ſhall deſcribe the following Account of 
 Branchus from Varro. * Olus quidem decimus ab Apolline, cum in 


Aj peregrinatione pranderet in littore, ac deinde | prohiciiceretur 3 ob- 
tus eſt filium nomine Simerum, qui pervenit in ſaltum Patronis 
cujuſdam, et cum eſſet receptus, cæpit cum ſuis pueris capras 


* paſcere, Aliquando prehenderunt cygnum, et illum veſte coope- 
c ruerunt, dumque ipſi Pugnant uter illum patri munus ofterret, et 


g eſſent fatigati certamine: rejecta veſte mulierem invenerunt, et 


cum fugerent revocati ab ea moniti ſunt, ut patres unice Simerum 


_ © diligeret puerum: illi quæ audierunt Patroni indicarunt. Tunc 


Patron Simerum pro filio ſuo nimio dilexit affectu, eique filiam 


_ *ſyam ducendam locavit uxorem. Illa cum pregnans ex eo eſſet 


* vidit in ſomniis per fauces ſuas introiſſe ſolem, et exiſſe per ven- 


| *trem : ideo infans editus Branchus yocatus eſt, quia. mater ejus per 


« fauces fibi viderat uterum penetraſſe. , Hic.cum in ſylvis Apol- 
linem oſculatus fuiſlet, comprehenſus eſt ab eo, ct accepta co- 
RR. enn n 


2 
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i 

For Lycia none ſhall leave his native Air, I 

Nor for Advice to Didyma repair. | M 

Jove's panting Oaks ſhall on this Day be mute, i 

3 Nor horned Ammon grant the Pilgrim's Suit: 1 
The very Laurels wither, Rivers ceaſe = : | 
To flow, and Trojan Thymbra reſts in Peace. © |! 

No certain Knowledge ſhall the Air unfold I 

By Chirpings ſage, nor Deſtiny be told = 
G By flapping Pinions.—Soon the Day ſhall come, {| 
When, other Oracles ſuppreſt and dumb,  2go in 

Temples ſhall riſe in Honour of thy Art, L 

And thy Reſponſes ready Prieſts impart. 1 

Such ſolemn Dirges with due Rev'rence paid 

0 Io the prophetic Monarch's honour'd Shade, —_— 
5 In Lieu of Rites funereal Greece beſtows 295 _ 
. And gives his wand'ring Ghoſt the wiſh'd Repoſe, | 
bo, Then were their Souls unman'd with wild Affright. 1 
LI And all with equal Horror loath the Fight. i} 
Thus when ſome ſkilful Pilot yields his Breath, 7 i 

3 The Crew eee at un ſudden Death, 300 1 
6 il | 
of © rona vir aque vaticinari cxpit « et -ſabiro nuſquam comparuit. Tem- 1 
in plum ei factum eſt quod Branchiadon nominatur et Apollini Phi- 9 
b- © lefio pariter conſecrata ſunt templa, quœ ab ofculo Branchi, five L 
118 certamine puerorum, Phileſia nuncypantur * I 
= V. 299, The, aohen] Statius varies his Similies with all poſſible i 


po. "Art, ſometimes deriving them from the animal Creation, ſometimes _ 


et from the Paſſions of Mankind, and ſometimes from the vulgar 
wh Scenes and Occurrences of Life; but wherever we follow him, we 

um find him a faithful Copier of Nature. This before us, trifling and 

ne unworthy of Notice as it may appear to ſome for its Brevity, is 

gn notwithſtanding very juſt, and anſwers in every Point to the T A 

ſſet deſcribed witk the utmoſt Preciſion and Propriety. Nothing 1 in Na- 

en- ture could be more happily conceived, than the comparing Am- 

Ber phiaraus, who was the Guide and Oracle of his People, to the Pilot 

ol; 7 a Ship, 2 

co- 
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368 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book VIII. 
Their Oars ſeem ſhort of half their wonted F orce, 
And the freſh Gale leſs aidful to their Courſe. F 
But Converſe long indulg'd had eas'd their Smart, 
And dulPd each quick Senſation of the Heart, 
When Sleep, unnotic'd, ſtole to their Relief, 305 
And huſh'd the Voice, and clos'd the Eye of Grief. 
Not ſo the joyful Thebans ſpent the Night ; 
But, favour'd by the Stars and Phzbe's Light, 
In the throng'd Streets and Houſes, madly gay, 
With various Sports they chac'd the Hours away. 310 
Each Centinel lay dozing at his Poſt, | 
And ſenſeleſs Riot reign'd thro? all the Hoſt, 
In antic Meaſures ſome obliquely bound 
To the hoarſe Drum's and tinkling Cymbals Sound, 
While others pipe, and ſwell the mellow Flute, 315 
Or ſing in Concert with the ſhrill-ton*d Lute ek 
Their Gods propitious, and in Order name 
The Deities, whoſe Favours Worſhip claim. 
Pæans ariſe to ev'ry Pow'r divine, 
And the crown'd Goblets foam with ſparkling Wine. 
They ridicule the Grecian Augur's Death, 321 
And, as in ſeeming Contraſt, ſpend their Breath _ 
In Praiſe of their Tiręſas. Now they ling 5 
The Feats and Proweſs of each ancient King, 
Thebes from its Origin celeſtial trace, 5 325 
Jove and Europa mixing in Embrace, ny 
And boaſt, how on his Back the Damſel rode, 
And graſp'd his Horns, unconſcious of the God: 
Of Cadmus, the tir'd Heifer, and the F eld, 
That erſt was ſeen an Iron Crop to yield: 330 
Of Rocks that follow'd when Amphion Rita 
His T beban Lyre, and dancing Groves they hs 


While 


360 


lle 


No wonted Filth was on his Viſage ſeen, 
Unruffled was his Brow, his Look ſerene. 
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While others celebrate in equal Strains 21 
Harmonia, bound in Hymenæal Chains, 
Or tune to pregnant Semele their Lays: 


None want a Fable for a Theme of Praiſe. ry 
While thus the genial Banquet they prolong 
In friendly Guiſe, and urge th* unfiniſh'd Song, 
The Son of Laius, long conceal'd, forſakes 
His gloomy Cell, and ſocial Bliſs partakes. 


Such Wonder would ariſe, ſhould Bacchus ſhow 
Barbaric Trophies, and his Indian Foe, 


Brought from the Banks of mix'd Hydaſpes, grac'd 345 


With Beds of Gems, and orient Realms laid waſte. 


His Friends Addreſs with Courteſy he bore, 


Nor ſhunn'd their proffer'd Solace as before; 


But cleans'd his Cheeks of Gore, approv'd the Food, 
And Life's long-unexperienc'd Joys renew'd. 


Fen Oedipus in Mirth and Converſe gay 
Aſſum'd a Part, who late was known to pray 
To Pluto, and the Siſter-Fiends alone, 


Or at his Daughter's Feet to pour his Moan. . 
Yet latent was the Cauſe. The Palm of Fight, 355 


Gain'd by his Country, gave him no Delight; 


The War was all he wiſh'd. To this his Son 

He ſpurr'd, nor car'd by whom the Day was won. 
But firſt with tacit Vows he view'd the Sword, gt 
And all the Seeds of Wickedneſs explor'd. 360 


v. 345. Hydaſpes] A River that des in the moſt northern Part 
of India toward the Mountain Imaus, and falls into the Indus, in Al- 


luſion to which Circumſtance, I have given it the Epithet nix d. 


A a Hence 
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370 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book VIII. 
Hence ſmil'd upon his Aſpect Peace unknown, 


And the Feaſt pleas'd with Merit not its own. 
Thus Phineus, when, his Limbs with Hunger worn, 
And the laſt Period of his Torture borne, 


\ 
His Palace freed from Harpies he perceivid, 465 


Incredulous his Reſcue diſbeliev d; 
Then gave a Looſe to Joy, as long unſtain* d, 


His Veſſels, Beds and coſtly Board remain'd. 


Stretch'd in their Tents the Grecian Cohorts lay, 


And loſt in Sleep the Labours of the Day: 370 
All but Adraſtus; he, confign'd by Fate 585 
To watchful Cares, the Curſe of regal State, 
With Horror heard, unknowing the Repoſe 
His Age requir'd, the Revels of his Foes. 8 
He ſickens at the Trumpet's brazen Sound, 375 

And Shouts of ee Fe that rebound. 


v. 363. Th 13 Phinedk, auhen his Links] Phineus was a King of 


Arcadia, wha, having at the Inſtigation of his Queen, put out the 


Eyes of his Children by a former Wife, was himſelf ſtruck blind 


by Jupiter, who ſent the Harpies to puniſh him; but directing the 
| Argonauts in their Way to Co/chis, they, in Return, drove away "al 


Harpies. Valerius Flaccus, who has expatiated on this Fable in his 


 Argonautics, has the following beautiful Lines on Phineys's Joy and 


Aſoniſhment on being delivered from thoſe rapacious Animals. = 


Ipſe inter medios, ceu dulcis imagine ſomni 
Lætus, ad cblitz Cereris ſuſpirat honores. B. 5. 


. 373. With Horror heard] Homer opens the tenth Book of his 
Thad with a fimilar Deſcription of the Diſtreſs Agamemnon laboured 


under the Night after his Defeat by the Trojans. The following 


Lines ſeem to have given our Author the Hint of the ix Verſes 
before us. 


TfopebovTo 0 Y ' Oplves EYTA5, 
Ho 9 ts le 20 T povixey Opis eit, 
Ohuihα¹e Tvge Toe, TK x LN To, 
— very ſen * cum, opordoy 7 aun. 


From 
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From ecchoing Rocks. The Pipe augments his F cars, l 

Dwells on his Thoughts, and grates his loathing Ears. = 
Then from his Camp, deſponding, he ſurveys 

Their wav'ring Torches, and triumphal Blaze. 
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380 | 
Thus when the Fury of the Tempeſt paſt, 1 25 (i 
The Veſſel drives with an indulgent Blaſt, 
Secure, and truſting to the ſettled Deep, 
The Mariners refreſh their Lambs in Sleep; 
And all, unmindful of their Office, nod, 38; 
BD Save the pale Maſter, and his painted God. EE 
Now Sol's fair Siſter, viewing from afar 
His Courſers yoak'd, and ready for the Car, 
(While Ocean roar'd beneath the ruſhing Day, 1 
And redden'd with Aurora's orient Ray,) : 390 
3 Collects her Beams, recalls her ſcatter d —_—. 
And with her Whip compells the Stars to F light. 
When, ever on the public Welfare bent, 
"Yi Adraſtus ſummon'd to his royal Tent 8 
= The Grecian Peers, the Queſtion in Debate, 395 
. | Who ſhould ſucceed Interpreter of Fate, OE 
the” On whom the Wreaths and Tripods ſhould deyolve, | 
his And who could beſt their Oracles reſolve. 
10 Scarce had they met, when with united Voice 
On fam'd Thiadamas they fix d their Choica, 400 
bs. To whom Awpbiaraus oft reveal'd 
his The Myſteries of Heay'n, nor bluſh'd to yield 
ured Invidious of his Art, a Share of Fame, 
4 — But own'd his Merit, and approv'd his Claim. 
v. 386. And bis painted God] It was a Cuſtom among the Ancients 
to name their Ships from ſome particular Gods, whom they looked 
- > coky tutelary Patrons to them, and paint cheir Images on the 


rom Aa 2 Such 
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Such unexpected Hotjvurs much confound 405 
The Youth, for Modeſty as Skill renown'd : | 
With Awe unfeign'd he views the proffer'd Leaves, 
Miſtruſts his Art, and ſcarce the Charge receives. 


His ſlender Graſp, he fears, will ill contain 
The weighty Sceptre, and his bow ſuſtain, 
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And trembling takes the Courſer's Reins in Hand, 
And huge Tiara, Badge of high Command. 2 125 h 


And in a Wreath his flowing Locks confin'd, 
With Shouts triumphant thro* the Camp he went, 
And, as a Specimen of his Intent 5 
To ſerve the Public, piouſly prepares WS 
Earth to propitiate with due Rites and Pray'rs. 
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Ts Tonk Veen, ſignify. 


As when ſome Youth of royal Blood ſucceeds 
To his paternal Crown, and rules the Medes, 410 


(More ſafe, had Fate prolong'd his Father's Life) ag 


With Diffidence he treads the Path of Strife ; 
Much from th* aſpiring Temper of his Peers, 


And from the Vulgar's s headſtrong Will he fears, 
Doubtful with whom his wide Domain to ſhare, 415 
Whom make a Partner of imperial Care. - +: 


Soon as a Chaplet for his Brow he twin'd, 


Nor uſeleſs to the Greeks the Scheme appear'd. 


Firſt then two Altars on the Champaign rear'd, 
With Turf high- heap' d, and Ever-greens he cx d, 
And various Flow'rs, in decent Order plac'd, 430 


9 


v. 418. And his Bow ſu a The Bow was borne by the Perfan 
Kings as an Enſign of Royalty, as we learn from Dio, Book 49, 


Who informs us, that the Ambaſſadors ſent by Mark Anthony to 


Phraates found him fitting on a Throne of Gold, and playing on 
his Bow-ftring with his Fingers, as I think the T1 YM , 


The 
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The Goddeſs's own Gift. On theſe he threw, 
Whate'er the vernal Rays of Sol renew 

On her green Surface: laſt he pour'd a Bowl 
Of pureſt Milk, and thus confirms the whole. 


O bland Creatreſs of the Gods above, 435 


And Men beneath, from whoſe omnific Love 
The Woods are clad with Verdure, Rivers flow, 


And Animals with Life's warm Current glow ; 3 


Hail, faireſt Part of the material World, 


From whom aroſe the Stones by Fyrrba hurPd, 440 


Promet bean Arts, and Food for human Kind, 
Improv'd by Change, with various Arts refin'd. 


Old Ocean reſts ſuſtain'd on thy Embrace, 
Thy wide Extent contains the finny Race, 
The feather'd Kind, and Savage in his Lair: 445 


Round thee, the Prop of Worlds, in vacant Air 


Sublimely pois'd the ſwift Machine of Heav'n, 


And the bright Cars by Sol and Luna driv'n, 


Whoſe Lights alternate gild the Star- pav'd Pole, 
In Motion arinual and diurnal roll. | 450 


Canſt thou, who, ſituate in the Midft of Things, 55 


And undivided by the Brother-Kings, 


So many Towns and Nations far and wide, 
Fr rom hee vaſt Store with Nouriſhment ſupply'd, 


. 438+ 0 lard Ce fs]. The Poet bas See the ch. 5 
ter of 7; hiodamas by this beautiful Hymn to the Earth. There is a 


genuine claſſical Simplicity in it not without a Mixture of Grandeur 
that none but Homer and Callimachus were truly Maſters of, except 
our Milton, whoſe Stile and Manner of Hymn- Wa approach yery 


near to our Author's, 


V. 452, And — Same dar here to the Hemiſtick i in 
the fifteenth Book of the Iliad, where Neptune, ſpeaking of the 


Diviſion of the World between Jupiter, Pluto and hi mſelf, wa | 
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Alone and unaſſiſted doſt ſuſtain, n, 4535 


And Atlas, who without thee toils in vain 


Beneath th' Incumbent Atmoſphere, his Care, 
Us only of thy Sons refuſe to bear? | 

Why, Goddeſs, doſt thou murmur at our Weight? 
O ſay, what Crime has merited thy Hate? 460 
Is it, becauſe a foreign Birth we boaſt, 


The wretched Natives of th Inachian Coaſt ? 


Our Country lies in ev'ry Tract of Earth: 
Nor ſhould'ſt thou theſe or thoſe, as void of Worth, 
Mark out for Vengeance, or extraneous call, 46 5 


Since thou'rt alike the Mother of us all. 


Common to all alike may'ft thou remain, 


Nor grudge, that ought but Thebans preſs thy Plain. 


Still in the Chance of War, and Courſe of Fate 


May we expire, not whelm'd thro? ſudden Hate 470. 


Snatch not our breathing Bodies, ere they lie 

On the known Pile, but give us Time to die. 
Soon ſhall we come the Path that all muſt tread, 

When Deſtiny has cut the fatal Thread. 


O ſtop the moving Field, nor thus prevent 475 


The Siſters' Hands, but to our Pray'rs relent. 


But thou, whom dear to Heav'n no Theban Hand 


Depriv'd of vital Breath, nor hoſtile Brand, 


But Nature, who prepar'd a Bed of Reſt 


Between her Arms, and ſnatch'd thee to her Breaſt, 480 
As if, in Recompence, ſhe would beſtow 
A Burial-Place on Cyrrba's ſacred Brow: 
Conciliate to the Gods thy wretched Friend, 
And let a Portion of thy Skill deſcend 


To guide my Breaſt, Whatc'er thou didſt prepare 485 


To teach our grieving Hoſt, to me declare. I 
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As thy Interpreter, to thee I'll pay 

My Vows, in Abſence of the God of Day. 

The Place that ſnatch'd thee hence, is more divine 
Than Cyrrha, Delos, or the God's own Shrine. 490 
This faid, in Earth he plung'd the ſable Herd, 
And Sheep, for their black Fleeces much prefert'd : 


Then o'er them heap'd the Sand. Such Rites they paid 


For fun'ral Honours to the Prophet's Shade. 
Thus toil'd the Greeks, when in the brazen Sound 495 


Of Swords, and martial Horns their Shouts are drown'd. 


The Queen of Furies from Theumeſus* Height 
Her Treſſes ſhook, and rais'd the Din of Fight; 
She mingled Hiſſings with the Clarion's Tone, 


And the Trump breath'd a Clangour yet unknown. 500 


Citbæron ſtarts aſtoniſn'd, and the Quire | 
Of Tow'rs that danc'd to great Amphion's Lyre. 
Now ſtern Bellona thunders at each Gate, 

To wake the War, and act the Will of F ate, | 


The ſounding Hinges ring, as they unfold: 505 


The Waves of People to the Paſſage roll'd, 

As if the Grecians preſs'd them from behind ; 
Horſe mix with Foot, and claſhing Chariots join d. 
Long in th' entangling Entrance they remain, 

And view the Field, they ſtrove to reach in vain. 5¹⁰ 


1 os; In Farth] The 3 always ſacriſiced black Animals 
to the Earth: thus Homer in the 3d Book of the Iliad. 


Olorri Ts «ey epo Asu, Un bY ANN, 
Tire 2 HN. | 


Of which (ſays the old Scholiaſt) the FOR Lamb was factificed to 


the Sun as the Father of Light, and the black one to the Earth, as 


hang the Mother and Nurſe of Mankind. 
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Creon by Lot from the Ogygian goes; 


Neitæ then Eteocles diſcloſe: 
The Hamoloides Hæmon occupies ; 


Thro' Hypſeus to the Plain Pretides flies: 


Next thro' Eleltræ warlike Dryas taxes 515 


His Way; Eurymedon Hypfiſtæ ſhakes. 
The Gate of Dircè for a while retards, 


Then frees the brave Menæceus with his Guards. 
Thus when the Niie with Hcav'ns deſcending Show” rs, 
And eaſtern Snows retrieves his lefl'ning Pow rs, 520 
Impatient of th' Increaſe, imbib'd with Force, 

And foaming o'er he burſts his latent Source, 


Then difembopyes his Burden in the Main, 

And from ſev'n Mouths o'erflows the neighb'ring Plain: 
While to their C aves the routed Nymphs retreat, 526 
Nor even dare their native River meet. 

Mean while th' Inachian Youths, and Spartan Bands 
With thoſe who cultivate Elean Lands, 


v. 5 11. From the Crain: Lactantius in his Notes on our Au- 


55 thor, efteems this dull Enumeration of the Thehban Gates as a ſtriking | 


Elegancy : but, I confeſs, I fear it is Folly to have tranſlated it. 


Dry, however, and unintereſting as it is, I doubt not but there are 
many Lovers of Antiquity, who extoll Statius to the Skies for hav- 


ing handed down to Poſterity ſuch a conſiderable Piece of uſeful 


Knowledge. All I requeſt of the Reader with Reſpect to it is, 
that he will not blame the Dullneſs of the Tranſlator, ſince he could 
not have been faithful to the Original without being ſo. 


v. 519. Thus when] The Poet has in this Compariſon deſcended 


to the Minutiz of Exactneſs; but the Delicacy of the Allufion, 
which may poſſibly eſcape the Obſervation of the Generality of our 


Readers, is the Correſpondence of the ſeven Mouths of the Mile to the 
ſeven Gates of Thebes : for as each of the former diſcharges a Tor- 


rent of Water, ſo from each of the latter a Band of Warriors os | 
to the Field of Combat. 


And 
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And Pylos, ſeek the Battle, ſadly flow, 


And drooping with the Weight of recent Woe; 3 30 
Nor willing yet Thiodamas obey, 


Depriv'd of their late Prophet's gentle Sway. 


Nor, Prince of Augurs, does thy Cohort boaſt 
Alone of thee : the univerſal Hoſt 


Defective ſeems, as thro' the Wings of Fight 1 oy 


Thy Succeſſor appears excelFd in Height. 


Thus ſhould ſome envious Cloud ſecrete a Star 
From the fair Groupe that forms the northern Car, 


Short of its Complement, the mangled Wain 
Would ſcarce be known, and Seamen gaze in vain. 540 


But ſee ! freſh Labours to the Poet riſe, 

And War unſung demands the God's Supplies: 
Another Phabus then attune my , 
A greater Muſe the growing Song inſpire. f 


The fatal Hour arrives ſo raſhly ſought, 7 545 


95 ith Horror, Sorrow, Blood and Carnage fraught ; 


v. $37. E foould]- This Simile likewiſe has all the Preciſion 
and Juſtneſs of the former: the ſeven Captains being e 


5 by! the ſeven Stars in Charles's Wain. 


v. 541. But fee! fress Labours] Statius is not che only Author 
who has renewed his Invocation to the Deities who preſide over 
Poetry, at the Middle of his Book, when he 1 1s going to enter upon 
a different Subject. | 


Nunc age, qui reges, Erato, &c. 
Tu vatem, tu diva mone: &c. | 
Major rerum mihi naſcitur ordo, L 


$7 Majus opus moveo, N En. 20 7. 
And Milton likewiſe ; _ 
Deſcend from Heav'n, e &c. „„ 
Half 15 remains unſung, Tc. N Par. Loſt, B. 7. 
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And Death, from Chains and Stygian Darkneſs freed, 
Enjoys the Light, and ſtalking o'er the Mead, 
Expands his Jaws, and to his Arms invites 
The Men of Worth, but vulgar Triumphs lights. 550 
He marks the Chiefs who moſt deſerve their Life, 
The firſt in Arms, and foremoſt in the Strife; 
Of theſe, ſcarce number'd with the mighty dead, 
The Fiends rapacious ſnatch the vital Thread. 
Mars occupies the Centre of the Field, 5335 
His Javelin dry; where'er he turns his Shield, | 
The fatal Touch erazes from the Mind vol. 
Wives, Children, Home, and leaves a Blank behind. 
The Love of Life too flies among the reſt, 
The laſt that lingers in the human Breaſt. 560 
Wrath fits ſuſpended on their thirſty Spears, 
And half unſheath'd each angry Blade appears. 
Their Helmets tremble, formidably gay 
With nodding Creſts, and ſhed a gleamy Ray. 
Loud beat their daring Hearts againſt the Mails: 565 
Nor wonder we, with Men the God prevalls ; 
The very Steeds with warlike Ardour glow, 
And ſnow-white Show'rs of Foam the Plain o'erflow. 
They champ the Bit, or neighing paw the Ground, 
And bound and prance at the ſhrill Trumpet's Sound, 
As if their Rider's Soul transfus'd inſpires — f 
Their Breaſts with equal and congenial Fires. 


v. 347. And Death] We are here dazled and confounded with a 
Variety of Scenes, and Complication of Imagery. What can be 
more grand and magnificent than the Prelude to this Battle. We 
| ſee Death let looſe from Hell, and ftriding with open Mouth over 

the Field, Mars ſpiriting the Soldiers, and with the Touch of his 
Shield infuſing a Forgetfulneſs of all domeſtic Connections, and the 
very Horſes ſeemingly voluntary in their Maſter's Service. 


When 


50 
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When now they ruſh, thick Clouds of Duſt ariſe 


From either Part encountring in the Skies, 

As they advance, the middle Space between 575 
Grows lefs, till ſcarce an Interval is ſeen. 
Now Front to Front oppos'd in juſt Array, 

The cloſing Hoſts with Groans commence the Fray: 
Sword is repell'd by Sword, Shields claſh on Shields, 
Foot preſſes Foot, and Lance to Lances yields. 380 
Their Helmets almoſt join, and mingling Rays, 


| Alternately reflect each other's Blaze. 
Beauteous as yet the Face of War appears, 


No Helms uncreſted, and no broken Spears; 


Without a Flaw the deepning Lines remain, 585 


Their Belts and Bucklers ſhine without a Stain: : 


Fair hung the Quiver at the Warrior's Side; 
Nor did one Chariot ſtand without a Guide, 


But when ſtern Valour, prodigal of Life, 


And Wrath aroſe, Pa with the Strife, 6590 


v. 57 5. 4 they ak: the midds] T bete are good Lines, though 


I cannot think them equal to the following. 


— For no- 
Twixt Hoſt and Holt : a narrow Space was left, 
A dreadful Interval, and Front to Front 
_ Preſented ſtood in terrible ary fn 
a Of hideous Length: "Par. Le, B. 6. 103. 


v. 579. Sword is] The Lines in the Original, viz. 


Jam clypeus clypeis, umbone repellitur umbo, 
Enſe minax enſis, pede pes & euſpide cuſpis. 


Are imitated (ſays Mr. Pope) very happily from the followins 
Lines in the fourth Book of the Iliad, Verſe 446. | 


Oi © ors up ts vage, £yoe bundle ixovle, : 
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380 STAT IUSS THEBAID. Book VIII. 
Darts thrown aloft with ſwift Succeſſion glare, | 
Glow in the Whirl, and hiſs along the Air : 


A Cloud of Arrows intercepts the Skies, 
Scarce can the crowded Heav'ns for more ſuffice. 


Not with ſuch Force the flaky Sheets of Snow 595 


Deſcend on Rhodope's aerial Brow : 
Great was the Craſh, as when from either Pole 
Jove bares his Arm, and bids the Thunder roll: 


Thus roars the Storm when gloomy Boreas pours es. 
The Hail on Lybian Sands in rattling Show'rs. 600 


Some fall by ſent, ſome by returning Spears, 


And preſent Death in various Forms appears, 
With Stakes, in Lieu of Javelins, they engage, 
And mutual Blows are dealt with mutual Rage. 


Their whizzing Slings a ſtony Tempeſt rain, 603 


The Bullets flaſh, like Lightning, o'er the Plain. 
A double Fate is lodg'd in ev'ry Dart, 


And, the Steel failing, Poiſon ſaps the Heart. 
No random Weapons fly without a Wound; 


The Preſs ſo thick, they cannot reach the Ground. 610 


Oft ignorant they kill, and fall in Fight, 

And Fortune does the Work of vaProus Might. 
They gain and loſe with ſwift Viciſſitude 
The well. fought Ground, ; purſuing a and _ 


v. 594, Not with ſuch Farce] The Reader may compare this with 
the following, quoted from Virgil's Aneid, Book 9. Verle 668. 


Quantus ab occaſu veniens pluvialibus hedis 
Verberat imber humum : quam multi grandine nimbi 
In vada precipitant cum Jupiter horridus auſtris 
Torquet aquoſam hyemem, * cœlo cava nubila rpmpit. 


| | As 
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As 
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As when great Jove of adverſe Winds and Storms, 615 


To vex the World, a double Tempeſt forms; 
The Skies and Surges waver with the Blaſt, 


Which then prevails, and ſtill obey the laſt; 


Till the light Clouds with driving Auſter lep, 
Or ſtronger Boreas rules the wat'ry Deep. 


Aſopian Hypſeus frſt the Slaughter led, 


And flew Menalcas at his People's Head, 
Th' Oebalians proud; who, wedg'd in firm Array 
With cloſe-compacted Shields, had forc'd their Way 
Thro' the Eubæan Ranks: their mightieſt ſlain, 625 
They ſwerv'd aſide and ſorrowing quit the Plain. 


He, a rough Native of the rapid Flood, 
A Spartan both in Nature and by Blood, 


Back thro? his Bowels drew the thrilling Dart, 

That quiver'd in his Boſom near his , 630 > 

(Leſt in his Back by ſinking deeper found. 

His Troops ſhould deem it a diſhoneſt ad, J.: 

| Then at his Foe the Weapon faintly threw, 

- THE bloody Weapon unavailing flew. . 722 
Here end the rural Sports of the deceas * 635 

: His Wars, and daripes. that erſt his Mother pleas d. 


v. 615. As alas great Jove] 80 Silius 3 L. 4. 
'Hac pontum vice (ubi exercet diſcordia ventos) 


Fert Boreas, Euruſque refert, molemque profundi, 
Nunc huc alterno, nunc illuc flamine geſtant. 


Mo 36. And Stripes that erſt his Mother Pleas d] Oreſtes having 

tranſported the Image of Diana from Scythia into Sparta, and that 
Goddeſs being only placable with human Blood, left the divine 
Vengeance ſhould be incurred by an Intermiſſion of Sacrifice, and 

that their Cruelty might not excite the Greeks to a Rebellion, they 
inured their Children to undergo a ſevere Scourging with a Kind of 
emulous Patience and Fortitude, till the Blood ouſhed out in ſuch 

a Quantity as might appeaſe the cruel Goddeſs. Tertullian in his 
| Proem to his Lives of the Martyrs gives much the ſame Account: 


Nam 
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382 STATIUSs THEBAID. Bock VIII. 
At Phedimus Amyntas lifts his Bow; 
When (ah! how ſwift the Siſters wing the Blow) 
Supine the Chief lies panting on the Ground, 
Ere the recoiling String had ceas'd to found. 640 
On Phegeus next a forceful Stroke deſcends, 2 
And his right Arm from off the Shoulder rends. 
Long trembling on the Pain the Member ſtay'd, 
Nor from its faithful Graſp diſmiſs'd the Blade; 
Acetes view'd with Horror, as it lag 
Midſt other Arms, and lopp'd the Hand away. 
Stern Athamas his furious Lance impella 
At Iphis, angry Pheres Abas telld; 

The Sword of ſavage Hypſeus Argus found: 

They lay, lamenting each a diffrent Wound. 650 
Rapt in a Chariot, Abas ſought the Mead; 

Argus on Foot: but Ibis rein'd a Steed. 

Two Theban Twins together rang'd the Field, 

In Caſques, the fatal Maſk of War, conceaPd; 

Theſe, as along the Paths of Fight they ſped, 65; 

Two Twins of Argos mingled with the dead: 
But when each kindred Feature they deſcry'd, 
As to deſpoil them of their Arms they try'd; 


5 


Nam quod hodie apud Lacedæmonios ſolemnitas maxima eſt 
orte * e. Flagellatia] non latet. In quo ſacro ante aram 
nobiles quique adoleſcentes flagellis affſiguntur aſtantibus paren- 
s tibus & propinquis & uti perſeverent adhortantibus.” 

v. 637. At Phædimus] As the perpetual Horror of Com hats and 
a Succeſſion of Images of Slaughter could not but tire the Reader 

in the Courſe of a long Work, Statius has endeavoured to remedy 

this Defect by a conſtant Variety in the Deaths of his Heroes. 

Theſe he diſtinguiſhes ſeveral Ways: ſometimes by the Characters 

of the Men, their Age, Office, Profeſſion, Nation and Family, 
ſometimes by the Difference of their Wounds, and at others by the 

ſeveral Poſtures and Attitudes in which his Warriors are deſcribed 

either falling or fighting. 3 
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They gaze upon each other, and bemoan 


The cruel Lot, that ſoon may be their own. 660 


Unhappy Dapbnis by fierce Ion bleeds, 
Who took Advantage of his headſtrong Steeds : 


5 


Jove ſmiles in Triumph, Phæbus mourns in vain ; 3 
This dwelt at Piſa, that on Cyrrha's Plain. 
Two Chiefs above the reſt were mark'd with Fame; 665 


By F ortune, Heroes of diſtinguiſh'd Name; 


Fierce Hæmon chac'd the Grecians o'er the F eld, 
The Theban Lropps to raging Tydeus yield: 
In him Alcides gen'rous Heat inſtills, 


Him Pallas ee ODE from their hai Hils is 


v. G16 Thus from their ecchoing Hills] I ſhall take this CG 


nity of preſenting my Readers with three very fine Similies from 


three different Authors ; the laſt of which is perhaps as pompous, 


copious, pictureſque, not to ſay every Way poetical, as ever was 


drawn from this Part of the Creation. 


2 Ut torrens celſi præceps e vertice "IVY 

Cum ſonitu ruit ad campum, magnoque furore 

Convulſum montis volvit latus, obvia paſſim 

Armenta, immaneſque feræ, ſylvæque trahuntur. | 
Spumen ſaxofis clamat convallibus unda. 


Silius Tralicus de Bello e Lib. 4. 


Con quel furor, che'l re de fiumi altiero, 
Quando rompe tal volta argini e ſponde, 
E che nei campi Ocnei s' apre il ſentiero, 
Ei graſſi ſolchi, e le biade feconde, 
E con le ſue Capanne il gregge intiero, 
; E CO1 cani 1 re porta nell' onde. 


Ariofto's Orlan. Furioo, Canto 40. 


Comme un x voit un Torrent du haut des Pirenn&es, 

Menacer des vallons les nymphes conſternees ; 

Cent digues qu'on oppoſe a ſes flots Orageux, 
Soutiennent quelque temps ſon choc impetueux 
Mas bientot renverſant fa Barriere impuiſſante, 

II porte au loin le bruit, la mort, & Pepouvante ; 
Deracine en paſſantces chenes orgueilleux. 

Qui bravoient les hivers, & qui touchotent les cieux. 
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384 STATIUS's THE BAID. Book VIII. 


Two Torrents ruſh, increas'd with wintry Rains, 

And pour a double Ruin on the Plains, 

Contending, who ſhould higheſt overflow 

The Bridge, or ſooneſt lay the Foreſt low; 

Till ſome ſtrait Vale unites their watry Force, 675 
And joins their Streams in one continu'd Courſe ; 
Then, Ocean near, they labour to disjoin 


Their Currents, ere they mingle with the Brine. 
Bold Idas iſſu'd thro! the middle Fight, 4 
And wav'd a Torch that ſhed a ſmoaky Light: 680 


The Warrior's Frolic ſtruck his Foes with Fear; 
They ſhun'd his Sight, and left the Paſſage clear: 
Bur Tydeus Lance purſu'd him, as he ſped, 


Tore off his Helm, and pierc'd his naked Head. 
Supine the Giant lay, the barbed Spear 685 
Stands fix d upon his Forehead. Round his Ear, 
And Temple ſwift the curling Flames ariſe, 
When Tyaeus thus in Triumph boaſting cries. 
O call not Argos cruel in Return Le 
For this thy fun'ral Pile ; in Quiet burn, A 690 
As the gaunt Wolf, pleas'd with the firſt Effay 

Of Slaughter, flies, uncloy'd to make a Prey 


Detache les rockers du pendant Jes montagnes, 
Et pourſuit les N fuiant dans les campagnes. 


Foltaire's Henr. Chant. 6. | 


v. 691. As the gaunt Wolf] 7200 has Paraphraſed this. 


Come dal chiuſo ovil cacciato viene 
Lupo tal'or, che fugge, e ſi naſconde; 
Che ſe ben del gran ventre omai ripiene 
Ha I ingorde voragine profonde. 
Avido pur di ſanguo anco fuor tiene 
La lingua, e'el ſugge dalla labra immonde 
Tal'ei ſen gia dopo il ſanguigno Stratio 
Della ſua cupa fame anco non ſatio, 

9 Cieur. Lib. Canto 10. Stanza 2. 
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Of the whole Flock. Thus ruſh'd the vengeful Son 
Of Oeneus to compleat the Taſk begun. 
Brave Aon periſh'd by a well-aim'd Stone; 
His Sword hew'd Pholus and bold Chromis down. 
F The Sons of Mzra ſunk to nether Night 
| Beneath his piercing Dart, whom in Deſpite 
Of Venus, once her Patroneſs, ſhe bare: 
Mean Time the Matron wearies Heav'n with Pray'r. 
Nor with leſs Wrath inſatiate Hæmon eee 
0 But dies the Ground with Purple as he goes 3 
2 In ev'ry Quarter of the Field engag'd, 
But moſtly where the thickeſt Combate rag „ 
At length as on he ſped, tho? ſhort of Breath, 570g | 
Let till unwearied with the Work of Death; [ 
He falls on Butes, who addreſs'd his Hoſt - C 
To dare the threatned Shock, nor quit their Poſt: 2 
On the fair Youth, unknowing whence it came, | 
Deſcends the Pole-Ax with unerring Aim, me 'Y 
And cleaves his Temples, grac'd with youthful Charms ; = 
His Locks divided fall upon his Arms. 
The crimſon Life guſh'd upward from the Wound 
Prone falls the Chief, and falling ſpurns the Ground. 
Polites then beneath his Falchion bow'd, 715 


And . who long unſhorn had vow d 


* 
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70 


10 


8 p NERO a x} N 
Wi, AT Be of ts A Re a, ; 


AA LIBS 
— 8 


. Pe AT it rH 
— —— _g — 


v. 1 Who 1 unſhorn had wow 4 Their bes their Hair 
grow to a great Length, anddedicating it to the Gods was eſteemed 
a principal Act of Religion by the Ancients, Thus we find A. 
chilles conſecrated: his Hair to the River Sperchius in Order to Pro- 

cure himſelf and Friend a ſafe Return from Troy, 
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386 STATIUS's THEBAID. Boox VIII. 
Their Hair to Bacchus, and the God of Day: 


Yet neither came to drive the Peſt away. 


To theſe the Warrior Hyperenor | Join'd, , 
And Damaſus, who fain would have declin'd, 720 


Th' unequal Conflict; but the Spear he threw, 
Athwart his Breaſt, and thro? his Shoulders flew ; ; 


From his tenacious Graſp the Buckler tore, 

And on its Point in ſeeming Triumph bore. 
Much more had Hæmon too that Day atchiev'd, 725 
The Power aſſiſting; but Minerva griev'd 5 

For het ſlain Greeks, and to his Wrath oppos'd 


Oenides. Now the God and Goddeſs clos'd 


In Converſe mutual, when Alcmene's Son, 


Peace at his Heart, ſerenely thus begun. 730 


Say, faithful Siſter, by what Fortune driv'n, 
Me meet in Battle? has the Queen of Heav' n, 
For ever ſtudious in promoting Ill, 
Devis'd this Scheme? — whatever is thy Will, 
Let that, be done: much ſooner I'd withſtad᷑ 735 
The Wrath of Heav'n, and brave the Thund'rer 8 


Hand. 


Dear as my Hemon is, him I POT, 

If Pallas favours Heroes of her own, 
No more with thee in any Mortal's Cauſe 
J combate, tho? thy favour'd Tydeus draws 740 
On Hyllus, or ſhould menace with his Spear => 


Amphitryon, recent from the nether Sphere. 
Freſh in my Mind thy Favours I retain ; : 


How oft (when oer the ſpacious Earth and Main 


. 741. On Hyllus] Hyllus and Amphitryon were his Sons by On- 


Ve 743. Fr hi = af Mind thy Favour] In the eighth Book of th 
i168, 


0 


25 


735 
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I roam'd) that Hand upheld me in the Fray, 743 


Then act thy Will on 7 hebes,— 


The Wrath of Pallas, and appeaſe her Rage. 


The Warrior, conſcious that the God retir d. | 
No more with Strength endu'd, with Ardour fir'd, 
With faint Effort whirls round his uſeleſs Brand, 


Would Pride and Shame permit, he fain t fly: 


Directs His Arm, where *twixt his Helm and Shield, 
The joining Throat and Neck a Paſſage yield. 766 


The hapleſs Youth, and made his Life her Care. 


And Fove's own Agis gave my Arm the Day. 

With me the Realms of Shy thou hadſt explor d, 

Could Acheron to Gods Acceſs afford. 

To thee my Rank and Place in Heav'n I owe, 3 
My Sire, and more than I can. A 750 
To thee I yield 

The ſole Command, and Guidance of the F ield. 

This ſaid, he ſtrode away.—His Words afluage 


Her Anger paſt, the wonted Smiles return; 733 : 
The Snakes ſubſide, her Eyes deſiſt to burn, | 


: . — 3 
3 * 2 
— 


Nor in one Stroke deſcries his Patron's Hand. 760 


He bluſhes to retreat, yet fears to die. 
Oenides urges his retreating oe '» 
And brandiſhing what no one elſe could throw, 


Nor err'd his Hand, but Pallas choſe to ſpare j 


Iliad, Palla mentions Jour 8 Ingratitude ir in not rewarding her for 
the Services ſhe had done his Son Hercules at his Requeſt, waen 
wg by the Artifice of Juuo. 

v. 756, The Snakes ſub/ide] The Poet muſt here allude to the 


aka? on Meduſa's Head, depictured on net s A£gis, which 
Pallas generally carried about her. 
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| 389 STATIUS's TH E BAID. Book VII. 
The Dart, diverted from its deſtin'd Courſe, 


His Shoulder graz'd, and ſpent in Air its Force. 770 
A Fate ſo near him chills his Soul with Dread; 
At once his Fortitude and Vigour fled. 


No more he dares prolong th' unequal F ight, 
But even ſickens at the Hero's Sight. 


Thus; when ſome Hunter's Spear has drawn the Gore 


From the tough Forehead of a briſtled Boar, 5776 
But lightly raz'd the Skin, nor reach'd the Brain; 


The daunted Savage wheels around with Pain, 
Griading his Tuſks, or ſtands aloof thro* F ear, 


Nor tempts again the Fury of his Spear. 780 
Long had brave Protbous with unerring Hand 


Dealt out his Shafts, and gall'd the Grecian Band. 


This Tydeus ſaw, and ruſhing at the Foe 
And his gay Courſer aim'd a double Blow. 1 
On him, as prone he tumbles on the Plains, 785 
Falls the pierc'd Steed, and, while he ſeeks the Reins, 

Stamps og the Heim”, till by his Feet compreſt 
On his Lord's Face, it cruſh'd his ſhielded Breaſt ; 


Then ſpouting out amidſt a purple Tide 
The Bit, expir'd recumbent at his Side. 790 
Thus often on the Cloud - ſupporting Crown 

Of Gaurus, Vine and Helm are both o *erthrown, 

A double Damage to the Swain: but moſt 

Th* uxorious Elm bewails his Conſort loſt; 

Nor groans ſo much for his own hapleſs Fate, 795 
As for the Grapes he preſſes with his Weight. 
Cboræbus, Comrade of the Nine, forſook 


His native Mount, and the Caſtalian Brook; 


Though oft Urania from th- inſpected Stars 799 
Forewarn d his Death, and bade him ſhun the Wars: 
Heedleſs 


70 


re 


80 


90 


95 


799 


leſs 


And lab'ring to be notic'd by his Queen, 
Now wars on Foot, and now with looſen'd Reins, 
And foaming Horſes pours along the Plains. 


D 
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Heedleſs he mixes with the daring Throng, 
And, while he meditates the future Song, 
Becomes himſelf a Theme of public Praiſe. 


The Siſters weep, forgetful of their Lays. 


Swol'n with ambitious Hopes, young Atys came 9 
From Phocian Cyrrha to the Field of F ame, 

To fair Iſmene from his tender Age 
Eſpous'd ; nor did her Father's impious Rage, 


Or the neglected Beauties of her Face, 
The Idol Fair-One in his Eyes diſgrace. EL 
Nor in her Turn the Damſel diſproves, 75 5 


His faulteſs Perſon; mutual were their Loves. 


But War forbids their Nuptials; hence aroſe 


The Champion's Hatred to his Argive Foes. . 
He ſhines the foremoſt in the deathful Scene, „ 


His doating Mother deck'd his am'rous Breaſt, ; 
And graceful Shoulders with a purple Veſt. _ 820 N 


His Arms and Trappings were emboſs'd wih Gold, 


Leſt he ſhould ſeem leſs glorious to behold 
Than his fair Spouſe.—On theſe the Chief rely d, 
And the ſtern Greeks to ſingle Fight defy d. 


The weakeſt of his Enemies ſubdu d. 82 5 


And none attack'd, who were not firſt purſu'd, 
Trembling he bears their Trophies to his Train, 
And with his Troops, e eus, herds again. 


SW 827. He bears the T. rophies] This Paſſage gives us an Infight 
into the antient Method of fighting. We ſee the Leaders advancing 
before their Troops and making an Excurſion, and ſoon as they 


had obtained the Spoils of the vanquiſhed, returning to them again. 


If this re 1s attended to, it will clear * many Things i in Ho- 


mer, 


* 


300 STATIUS's THEBAILP. Boox VIIL 
Thus the young Lion in the Caſpian Shade, IS 


o 


(No Length of Mane terrific yet diſplay'd) 
Yet innocent of ſlaughter'd Bull or Ram, 
If chance he lights upon a ſtraggling Lamb 

Without the Fold, in Abſence of the Swain, 
Riots in Blood, and glories in the lain. bo 
On Tydeus then unknown he caſts his Eyes, 3835 
And meaſuring his Valour by his Size, ny 
Proudly preſumes to make an eaſy Prey 

Of the flain Chief, and bear his Arms away. 

He now had levelPd many a diſtant Blow, = 

Ere the brave Prince perceiv'd his puny Foe : 840 
At length contemptuouſly he view'd the Man, 

And formidably ſmiling thus began. 

| ſee, vain Fop, too prodigal of Breath, 

Thou ſeekeſt Honour from a glorious Death ; 
He paus'd : nor deigning to diſcharge a Blow 845 
With Sword or Spear on ſuch a worthleſs Foe, 

His Arm ſcarce rais'd, a ſlender Javelin threw, 

With fatal Certainty the Weapon flew; 

And, as if driven with his utmoſt Force, 5 
Deep in his Groin infix d, there ſtopt its Courſe. 850 
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mer, and his Imitators, which would otherwiſe ſeem very abſurd. 
AI, would have made a good Hero in a Romance. He was 
one of thoſe Gentlemen who go to War only to pleaſe the Ladies, 
and mix the Beau with the Hero, two Characters the moſt incon- 
ſiſtent in Nature, though often united in Practice. Whilſt however 
we are pitying the raſh and ill-timed Gallantry of this young Man, 
we cannot but applaud the rough Soldier-like Behaviour of Tydeus, 
and the blunt Wit he ſhews on this Occaſion. I ſhall only obſerve 
farther, that this Character is admirably well ſupported, and is a 
ſufficient Proof of our Author's Vein for Satire. The former 
Part of this Note belongs to Barthiys, e 
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The Chief of Life thus ſeemingly bereft, 

The genrous Victor paſſes on, and left 

His Arms untouch'd, and thus jocoſely ſaid. 

Theſe ſuit not Mars, nor thee, O fav'ring Maid: 
What Man of Courage would not bluſh to wear 855 
Such gaudy Trifles ?—nay, I ſcarce would dare | 


Preſent them, by my Conſort to be borne, 


Leſt ſhe reje& them with indignant Scorn. 


Thus ſpake Oenides, fir'd with Luſt of Fame, : 
And ſallies forth in queſt of nobler Game. 860 
Thus, when the Lion roams, where Heifers feed, 
And lowing Beeves expatiate o'er the Mead, 


The royal Savage traverſing the Plain 


In ſullen Majeſty, - and four Diſdain, 

Spares the weak Herd, and culling out their Head, 
Some lordly Bull, arreſts and lays him dead. 866 
Menæceus, liſt'ning to the dying ry - 8 
Of Atys, ſwiftly to his Reſcue flies; 


And leſt his Steeds ſhould flag, deſorts his Car, 


And bounds impetuous thro' the Ranks of War. 870 : 


v. 861. Thus awhen the Lion] In Order to obviate any Objection 
that may ariſe to the frequent Repetition of Similies drawn from 


the ſame Object, I ſhall tranſcribe Mr, Pope's Defence of Homer on 
that Point. 


Is it not more reaſonable to compare the ſame Man 
always to the ſame Animal, than to ſee him ſometimes a Sun, ſome - 


times a Tree, and ſometimes a River ? though Homer ſpeaks of the 


ſame Creature, he ſo diverſifies the Circumſtances and Accidents of 
the Compariſons, that they always appear quite different. And to 


ſay Truth, it is not ſo much the Animal or the Thing, as the Ac- 


tion or Poſture of them that employs our Imagination: two diffe- 
rent Animals in the ſame Action are more like each other than one 
and the ſame Animal is to himſelf in two different Actions. And 


thoſe who in reading Homer are ſhocked that 'tis always a Lion, 
map as well be angry that it is always a Man.“ See Eſſay on He- 
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_ thoſe Fellows; either fell them, or they'll fell you.” 
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Th' Arcadian Youths advanc'd to trip the Slain ; . © 


Nor did the Thebans labour to reſtrain, 


Till brave Menzceus thus: O foul Diſgrace 


To boaſted Cadmus ! O degen' rate Race]! 
Shall foreign Atys gain deſerv'd Applauſe 875 


By nobly bleeding in another's Cauſe, 
While we decline the Danger of the Day, 


And Children, Wives, and all that's dear betray ? 
Each tender Care reviv'd, the Troops ariſe, 


Shame in their Breaſts, and Anger in their Eyes. 880 


Mean while the Theban Princeſſes, a Pair 


Alike in Manners, and ſupremely fair, 
Retiring to their Chambers, give a Vent 


To mutual Grief, and mutual Diſcontent: 


Nor do they weep the preſent Ills of Fate, 888 
But from the earlieſt Ara of their State 

Seek Matter of Complaint: one mourns her Sire, 

And one the Mother Queen's inceſtuous Fire; 


This weeps her abſent Brother's baneful Stars, 


The Monarch that, but both deteſt the Wars. 890 
Their Vows ſuſpended by an equal Love, 


They fondly pity whom they can't approve, 


v. 873. O foul Diſgrace] This little Exhortation of Menæceus to 
his Soldiers is at once conciſe and pithy. A longer Speech at 
this Juncture would have been very abſurd. He has ſaid all that 
was wanted, and nothing but what he ought. It is ſomething like 
that comprehenſive Harangue of the great Guſtavus, Look ye at 
It is re- 
marked of Homer, that his longeſt Orations are ſuch as were deli- 
vered in the Heat of Battle, a Fault which none can accuſe our 
Author of without manifeſt Injuſtice. : 


v. 891. Their Vows ſuſpended) This recalls to my Remembrance 
four beautiful Lines from Seneca the Tragedian, who, in his The- 


air, introduces Jocaſta ſpeaking as follows. 


— Vrraraque quamvis diligam affectu pari, 


Que 5 


II. 


80 


83 
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And doubt, whom they had rather have prevail : 


At length the favour'd Exile ſinks the Scale. 
Thus Pandionian Birds, when they regain 895 
Their native Clime in Winter's dreary Reign, 


Perch'd on their Neſts, in plaintive Accents tell, 


And hear what various Accidents befell 


Each other abſent, and by Turns rejoice 


In Notes, that emulate the human Voice. 900 


Tears making Way, the chaſte nene broke 
Her Silence firſt, and thus, exclaiming, ſpoke. 
O Siſter ! what deluding Errors blind, 

And mock the eaſy Faith of Human-kind! 


When Images, in Dreams returning, play 905 


Before our Eyes, diſtinct as in the Day; 
And Sleep is mark'd by Care: for Veſter-night 
My Fancy labour'd with the ſudden Sight 


Of Nuptials, which in Peace were never ſought, 


Nor enter'd in my moſt unguarded Thought. 910 
The Bridegroom too among the reſt was ſhown, 
| Scarce known in Perſon : once indeed I own 


| Quo cauſa melior ſorſque deterior tradit, 
Inclinat animus, ſemper infirmo favens 
Miſeros magis fortuna conciliat ſuis, 


Though by the bye the Poet ſeems to contradict what he ſaid be- 


fore, viz. that Antigone preferred Polynices in her Eſteem. 


v. 895. Thus Pandionian Birds, when] Statius is not the firſt 
Poet who has likened the Chattering of Women to the Chirping of 


Birds. Virgil in his Æneid compares the loquacious Juturna to one 
of them. VVV | ee, Me +, 4 


Nigra velut magnas Domini cum divitis ædes 

Pervolat, & pennis alta atria luſtrat hirundo, 

Pabula parva legens, nidiſque loquacibus eſcas : 

Et nune porticibus vacuis, nunc humida circum _ 

Stagna ſonat. Lib. 12. Verſe 473 · 


I ſaw 
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Iſaw him, when my Marriage was propos'd, 

At Court. 

The Fires extinguiſh'd ſuddenly I view'd, 915 
And Omens and Prognoſtics dire enſu'd. 

My Mother follow'd then, with Fury fir'd, 

And Atys at my Hands with Shouts requir'd. 

What mean theſe dark Portents of Death obſcure? 

I fear not, while our Houſe is thus ſecure, 920 
WIule the Foe ftands aloof, and Hope remains, 
Fraternal Concord may reward our Pains. | 
While thus each other's Sorrows they report, 

A ſudden Tumult fills the ſpacious Court 1 
And Atys enters (moving Scene of Woe) 925 

By Toil and Sweat recover'd from the Foe. 

Life's ebbing Stream ran trickling on the Ground, 

One feeble Hand reclin' q upon the Wound. 

And his looſe Hairs his bloodleſs Face conceald, 


| His languid Neck dependent on the Shield. 930 5 


Jocaſta firſt the killing Object ey'd, 

And trembling call'd his fair intended Bride. 
This he requeſts, that with his dying Voice, 
And laſt Farewell he may confirm his Choice. 


— 


Her Name alone, a pleaſing Sound, long hung 935 : 


On his pale Lips, and trembled on his Toby by 


v. 923. White thus] This Deſcription of. the Diſtreſs of the two 
Lovers is beyond all the Encomiums that can be given it; though 
the Grief of Iſnene on this Occafion is not ſo outrageous, as if ſhe 
had not been prepared for it by a previous Dream. The dying 
Warrior 1s very artfully introduced, his Condition and Appear- 
ances are very pictureſque, and the Effects of his en Paſſion 
finely imagined, though at the ſame Time very natural. 


The 


But ſoon the glitt'ring Scene was clos'd. 
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Book VIII. STATIUS's THEBAID. 39; 
The Servants ſhriek, the Virgin with her Hands 
Conceals her Bluſhes : Modeſty commands. 


The Queen, indulgent to th' intreating Chief, 


Conſtrains her to 1mpart this laſt Relief. 940 
Thrice at her Name he lifts her drooping Head. 


And thrice ſinks back, his vital Spirits fled. 


On her, the Light of Heav'n no more enjoy'd, I. 


He feaſts his Eyes, admiring and uncloy'd. 
No Parents near to rear the ſacred Pyre, 945 


Nor frantic Mother, or deſponding Sire; 

To her th' ungrateful Office they aſſign, 

To tend his Obſequies and Rites divine. 
There, no one preſent, o'er the Corſe ſhe fighs, 

Cloſes each Wound, and ſeals her Lover's Eyes. 950 

Mean while Bellona wak'd anew the Fray, 

And turn'd the doubtful Fortune of the Day : 

She chang'd her Torch, and other Serpents wore, 


Heap'd ſlain on lain, and ſwell'd the Stream of Gore, 


As if the Toil of Fight was ſcarce begun, 9353 

Much Work of Death remaining to be done. To 
But Tydeus ſhines the moſt ; tho' ſure to wound 

Partbenopæus deals his Shafts around. 


. 957. But Tydeus ſhines the moſt] The Picture of Tydeus in the 
following Lines is very elaborately drawn. As his Fate is near at 
Hand, the Poet endeavours to make him quit the Stage with Ho- 


nour, and immortalize him in his Verſes. Accordingly this being 
the laſt Scene he is to appear in, he is uſhered in with the greateſt 
Pomp; and leſt there ſhould be any Doubt of his Superiority, af- 


ter having been compared to the King of Beafts, he is repreſented 
by the Eagle, King of Birds. The Poet by this Accumulation of 


Similies raiſes our Ideas of his Hero much higher than any ſimple 
Deſcrip tion can reach. | | 25 . 
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Tho' fierce Hippomedon impells his Horſe 
Thro' the gor'd War, and cruſhes many a Corſe, 960 
And Capaneus's Javelin wings its Flight, 
Afar diſtinguiſh'd in the Ranks of Fight, 
His was the Day: before him trembling flies 
The Theban Herd, as thus aloud he cries. 
Why this Retreat, when unreveng'd remain 96g 
Your valiant Comrades, late in Ambuſh ſlain ? 
| Behold the Man, by whom alone they bled : 
Behold, and wreak on his devoted Head 
| Your Wrath collected. Can ye thus forego _ 
The Chance of War, and ſpare the preſent Foe? 970 
Is there a Man, whom this wide-waſting Steel 
Has wrong'd, for Vengeance let him here appeal. 
Now by my Soul it grieves me, that content 
With fifty Deaths, my Courſe I backward bent . 
To fair Mycene.——Fly then, but this Day 975 
The proud Uſurper for your Flight ſhall pay. 
Scarce had he ſpoke, when on the left he ſpy'd 
The King, conſpicuous for his * PRHUDY Pride, 
ö Rallying his routed Forces. At the View 
The kindling Hero to th* Encounter flew, 980 


As on a Swan the royal Eagle ſprings 
With ſwift Deſcent, and ſhades him with his Wi ings. 


v. 98m. 4. on 4 Seite] This Compariſon is very minutely co- 
pied from Homer, as may be ſeen from the Circumſtance of the Sha- 
dowing of the Eagle's Wings. 


So the ſtrong Eagle from his airy Height, 

Who marks the Swan's or Crane's embodied Flight, 
Stoops down impetuous, as they light for Food, 
And ſtooping, darkens with his Wings the F 1 
Pope's Iliad. 


—.— Then 
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Or hadſt thou rather truſt thy worthleſs Life 985 


Charg'd with an Anſwer. Rapid was its Force; 


Oenides beat it off, and whirls his own 
With Strength and Vigour until then unknown. 1 
Swift ruſh'd the Lance, and promis'd in its Flight 


The fav'ring Gods of either Party ben 995 a 


But for his Brother the fell Fiend preſervid 
Eteocles. Aſide the Jav'lin ſwerv'd 
To Phlegyas, his Squire, where midſt the ord: 
He toil'd with equal Honour and Succeſs. 1000 


Attempt to drive the nightly Wolf away; 1006 


Purſues that only, nor attacks his Foes, 


. Yet, ſcorning Oppoſition in the Chace, 


A well-aim'd Dart Deilochus arreſts, 
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Then thus. ——O Monarch, ſtudious of the Right, 
Meet we thus fairly by Apollo's Light? 


To Night and Ambuſcades, than open Strife? 
To this the ſullen Tyrant nought replies, 
But at the Foe a Spear loud-whizzing flies, 


% 


But tow'rds the Period of its furious Courſe 5c 9g 


To put an End to the deſtructive Fight. 


Their Eyes towards it, anxious for th' E vent ; ; 


Now fiercer grown, th* Ætolian draws his Sword, 


And ruſhes, but the 7. heban Arms afford 
A grateful Shelter to the Coward-King. 
As when the Shepherds, gath'ring in a Ring, 


The prowling Savage, heedful of his Prey, 

Whoſe Clubs and Stones annoy him as he goes. 

Thus Tydeus diſregards th' inferior Crowd, 

And Vengeance on their guilty Monarch vow'd. 1010 


He ftruck the daring Thoas in his Face; 


And left its Point deep-buried in his Breaſts : 
— — — — And 
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393 STATIUSs THEBAID. Book VIII. 
Pierc'd in the Side, then Clonius bit the Ground, 1075 
And ſtern Hippotades, from whoſe wide Wound 
The Bowels guſh'd. Full Helmets oft he ſkims 

In Air, and to the Frunk reſtores his Limbs, 

And now the Prince, unweary'd yet with Toils, 
Block*d himſelf up with Carcaſes and Spoils: 1020 
With him alone the circling Hoſts engage, "i 


The ſingle Object of their miſſile Rage. 
Part glitter on the Surface of his Skin, 
Part fruſtrate fall; and Part are lodg'd within: 
Some Pallas pideks away. His Targe appears 1025 
An Iron- Grove, thick ſet with gleamy Spears. 
No Creſt is extant; thro? the briſtling Hide 
His naked Back and Shoulders are deſcry'd: 


And Mars, which on his Caſque depitur'd fate, 


Fell off, a joyleſs Omen of his Fate. 1030 
The ſhiver'd Braſs into his Body pent, ST 
Wrought him ſuch Pain as might have made relent 
The braveſt Heart, when lo! a Stroke deſcends, 
And from the Gums his gnaſhing Grinders rends. 
His Breaſt is delug'd with a Tide of Gore, 1035 


With Duſt embrown'd, while each dilated Pore 


v. 1019. And now the Prince] The magnanimous Scæva is in 


much the ſame Plight in the fixth Book of Lucan's Pharſalia. 


Illum tota premit moles, illum omnia tela. 
Fortis crebris ſonat ictibus umbo, 
Et galeæ fragmenta cavæ compreſſa perurunt 
Tempora: nec quicquam nudis vitalibus obſtat _ 
lam pater ſtantes in ſummis offibus haſtas, 

— ſtat non fragilis pro Cæſare murus, 
Pompeiumque tenet : jam pectora non tegit armĩs: 
Ac veritus credi clypeo, lævaque vacaſſe, 

Aut culpa vixiſſe ſua non vulnera belli 
Solus obit, denſamque ferens in pectore ſylvam, 
Tum gradibus feſſis, in ** cadet, eligit alen, 


In 


> 2 N＋τ 


7 , TTY OTIS,» 


=y 


— 


In copious Drops perſpires.——Pleas'd he ſurvey? d 
His Bands applauding, and the martial Maid, 
Who o'er her Eyes the ſpreading Zgis threw, 


As to her Sire in his Behalf ſhe N. 1040 


But ſee, an aſhen Jav'lin cuts the Wind, 


And leaves, with Anger charg'd, the Clouds behind. 
Long was the Author - of the Deed unknown, 


Great Menalippus, for he durſt not own: 


At length the Foe's untimely Joy diſplay d 7 04 a 


The Warrior, herding i in his Troop, betray d. 
For the pierc'd Hero, now no longer ſteel'd 
Againſt the growing Anguiſh, loos'd his Shield, 


And bent beneath the Wound. This ſeen, the Greeks 


Ruſh to his Aid with Groans, nor manly Shricks : : 105 
The Sons of Cadmus, ſmiling at their Grief, 

With Shouts triumphant intercept Relief. 
The Chief, inſpecting cloſe the adverſe Side, 
The Markſman, lurking in the Crowd, eſpy'd, 


Collects his whole Remains of Life and Strength, 1055 


And throws a Weapon of enormous Length, 

Which neighb'ring Hoplens gave, nor gave in vain: _ 
Forth ſpouts the Blood, extorted by the Strain. 
By Force his fad Companions drag him thence, 
(While yet unconſcious of his Impotence, 25 


v. 1041, But fr, an Aben Javelin] There Verſes are : imitated 


: from Virgil. 


_ Has inter voces, media inter talia Og 
Ecce viro ſtridens alis allapſa ſagitta eſt: 
Incertum qui pulſa manu, quo turbine adacta; 
Quis tantam Rutulis laudem, caſuſne, Deuſne, 
Attule rit: preſſa eſt inſignis gloria facti, 
Nec {ele Eneæ 9 vulnere quiſquam. 
LEneid, Lib. 12. Ver. 323. 


He 
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Then bear him to the Margin of the Field, 


His Sides ſupported in a double Shield ; 
And promiſe, he ſhall quickly reingage, 1065 


When Strength ſhall ſecond his undaunted Rage. 


But he himſelf perceives his failing Breath, 
And ſhudd'ring at the chilling Hand of Death, 


| Reclines on Earth, and cries—l die in Peace 3 . 
But pity me, O Sons of fertile Greece! 1070 
I aſk you not theſe Relics to convey | 


To Argos, or the Seat of regal Sway, 


| Regardleſs of my Body's future Doom, 
Nor anxious for the Honours of the Tomb. . 
Curſt are the brittle Limbs, which thus deſert 107; 


'The Soul, when moſt their Strength ed ſhould exert. 
All I folicit farther, is the Head 


Of Menalippus; for my Jav'lin ſped, 


And ſtretch'd, I truſt, the Daſtard on the Plains: „ 


Then haſte, e if an remains 1080 


v. 1964. His Sides] The Ancients were wont to carry their Ge. 


nerals who fell 1 in Battle on a . as we learn from Virgil, 


Book 10. 


At focii multo gemitu, lacrymisque, 
. ſcuto referunt Pallanta frequentes. 


| Again, Book 10. 
At Lauſum ſociii exanimum n ſuper arma ferebant, 
The loſing a Shield in Combat was looked upon as the greateſt 


Tecum Philippos & celerem fugam 4 
Senſi, relictà non bene parmula, 


ſays Horace: hence the famous Saying of the Spartan Lady, when 
e gave her Son a Shield ; Aut cum illo, aut in illo;” i. e. Ei- 


ther return with it, or upon it. Part of this Note belongs 
to Bernartius. 5 | ; 


Of 


t. 


80 


Je- 
gil, | 


ateſt 


when 
Ei- 
longs 


Boox VIII. STATIUSs THEBAID. 402 
Of Argive Blood; and thou, Arcadian Youth, 
In Praiſe of whom Fame e'en detracts from Truth: 


Go, valiant Capaneus, thy Country's Boaſt, 

And now the greateſt of th' Argolic Hoſt, 
All mov'd : but Capaneus arrives the firſt, 1083 
Where breathing yet he lay, deform'd with Duſt, 
And took him on his Shoulders. Down his Back 


Flows the warm Blood, and leaves a Crimſon Track. 


Such look'd Alcides, when in Times of Lore 
He enter d Argos with the captive Boar. 1090 


| Ofercome with Joy and Anger, Tydeus tries 
To raiſe himſelf, and meets with eager Eyes 


The deathfub Object, pleas'd as he ſurveyd 


His own Condition in his Foe's pourtray'd. 


The ſever'd Head impatient he demands, 1095 
And graſps with Fervour in his trembling Hands, 
. 1095. The ſever'd Head] We are now come to that remarkable 
Action of Tydeus which ſo much offended Mr. Pope, that, in vindi- 
cating a Paſſage of Homer, where Achilles wiſhes, he could eat the 
Fleſh of Hector, he ſays, However, this is much more tolerable 
© than a Paſſage in the T hebaid of Statins, where Tydeus in the very 
« Pangs of Death, is repreſented as gnawing the Head of his E- 
© nemy.'————But with Deference to the Memory of that great 


Man, I muft beg Leave to offer ſomething in my Author's De- 
fenee, which I ſhall leave the Reader to conſider. wy 


_ Firſt, with Reſpe& to the Fact taken abſolutely, and in itſelf, 
the Poet does not rekiteit as worthy of Imitation, or praiſe his Hero 
for the Perpetration of it; but expreſſes his Abhorrence of it, and 
informs us, that Ti/phone ſuggeſted it to Tydeus, and that Pallas 
herſelf, his ſtaunch Patroneſs, was ſo diſguſted as utterly to deſert 
him: theſe are Circumſtances that ſufficiently abſolve the Poet from 
the Cenſure of making his favourite Character ſo monſtrouſly bru- 
tiſh and inhuman. n= F 
Secondly, if we conſider it comparatively, we muſt obſerve, that 
the Will and Intention, which only render moral Actions culpable 
were the ſame both in Achilles and Tydeus. The former wiſhes he 
could eat his Enemy's Fleſh, the latter does it; ſo that the only 
— — ee " 855 Diffe- 
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While he remarks the reſtleſs Balls of Sight, 

That ſought and ſhun'd alternately the Light. 
Contented now, his Wrath began to ceaſe, | 
And the fierce Warrior had expir'd in Peace; 1160 
But the fell Fiend a Thought of V * bee, 
EInworthy of himſelf, and of the dead. 

Mean while, her Sire unmov'd, Tritonia came, 

To crown her Hero with immortal Fame 
But, when ſhe ſaw his Jaws beſprinkled o'er x10; 
With ſpatterd Brains, and ting'd with living Gore; 
Whilſt his imploring Friends attempt in vain 

To calm his Fury, and his Rage reſtrain: 

A recoiling from the loathſome View, 

The ſculptur'd Target o'er her Face ſhe threw; 1 110 
And, her Affection chang'd to ſudden Hate, 

Reſign d Oenides to the Will of Fate: 

But, ere ſhe join'd the Senate of the Skies, 

Purg di in Jhyſſes her unhallow'd Eyes. SE. 


| Difference i is, chat 7 Yydeus had a Larne 8 aſl leſs Averſion 
to human Fleſh - ig Achille. 
L.Laſtly, if it is really a Fault, the Commiſſion of it was owing to 
the extravagant Veneration that Szatius had for Homer, as it is evi- 
dent imitated from the abovementioned Paſſ: age in the Jad: ſo 
that the original Though will ſtill be chargeable on that great 
Author. 
An. Der! Is a River of El, fun, which the Poet terms 
ouiltleſs, becauſe it makes guiltleſs, i. e. purifies. It is oppoſed 
to Styx, a Stream of Hell; and called in Greet Have, from Auen, 
that is to ſay, Solution nan Souls after the Solution of their 
corporeal Bonds deſcend to thoſe F ields. 
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TRE ARGUMENT: 


* E Thebans, foirited up by Eteocles, to revenge 
= the Inſult offered to Menalippus's Body, renew the 
Fight with great Ardour. Polynices, almoſt overcome with 
Grief for the Death of Tydeus, laments very patbeticalh) 
over him, Hippomedon oppoſes the Enemy's Onſet with | 
unparalleled Fortitude. Lycus wounds him. He is aſſiſted 
by Alcon, and kills Mopſus, Polites, and many others of 
Note. The Fury Tiſiphone draws bim off from attacking 


TH 


Deas 
— 


the Thebans by a falſe Inſinuation of Adraſtus's being or H 
talen Priſoner. In the mean Time the Grecians art 

worſted, and the Body of T ydeus is wreſted from them: Een his 

Hippomedon returns to the Combat, purſues them into th: Wh And bla 

River; and after a great Slaughter of them, is oppoſed by Mars to 

_ the God of the Stream himſelf, and being caſt on Shore, i: Fame re 

overpowered by their Numbers, and flain, notwithſtanding What ti 


Juno's Interpoſition with Jupiter in his Behalf. Parthe- Oer Hil 
nopæus then ſignalizes bimſelf by his Feats of Archery, and So dire: 


i, preſented by Diana with a Set of poiſoned Arrows, Sbe But turn 


 follicits Apollo in his Favour, but to no Purpoſe. He i 

near being ſlain by Amphion, but thc Goddeſs and Dor- 
ceus reſcue him, At length Dryas, at the Inſtigation of 
| Mars, flays him, and is killed himſelf by an inviſible Agent, 
ſuppoſed to be Diana herſelf. The young Arcadian juſt at 
the Point of Death gives his laſt Commands to Dorceus, 
ith which the Book concludes. 


To puni 
By Mena 
The The 
From M 


v. 1. 
ſhould offe 
in this Paſ 
ſure the R. 
[worthy of 
he repreſe; 
anner, 2 


Brutality, 


[ 495 ] 1 


| . 
. of is 
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BOOK TRE NINTH. 


4 1 9 
2 Y 


HE brutal Om: of bloody 7 hits fires 

His Foes, and th? Ardour of Revenge inſpires. | 
Fen \ his own Grecians leſs deplore his F ate, 3 
And blame his F ury and Exceſs of Hate. 


Fame repreſents alen at the Deed, 
What time, a vig'rous Agent in the War, 
O'er Hills of ſlain he drove his rattling 8 
So dire a Scene the God could not ſurvey, 


To puniſh then the Injury ſuſtain'd 

By Menalippus, on his Corſe prophan' 4 9 

The Theban Youth with Wrath rekindled rife. _ 
From Man = Man thi infectious * flies, 


, v. 1. The brutal Ra 85 The poet, Sete as it were, that 10 


ſhould offend the Delicacy of the Crities by this Narrative, ſeems 
in this Paſſage to have endeavoured to obviate the Cenſure, and aſ- 
ſure the Reader, that he did not propoſe this Action of his Hero as 
[worthy of Imitation, but quite the Reverſe ;—with a View to this, 
he repreſents Mars expreſſing his Abhorrence of it in the ſtrongeſt 
"na and introduces Ereocles taking Advantage of this Act of 
brutality, to rally the Thebans to the Charge. 


Mars too, ſevereſt on th* embattePd Mead, by 5 


But turn'd his Steeds, and meaſur'd back the Way. 10 


Cc 3 As 


Fs 
5 
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As if ſome Foe their Sires ſhould difintomb, 
And their Remains a Prey to Monſters doom, 


The Monarch fans the Fire, and thus beſpeaks: 


Who now will favour, and account the Greeks 


UP 


As Men ?—Behold! with Arms ſupply'd no more 


They ply their Teeth, and lap the Theban Gore. 


Say, do we not with Tybian Lions fight, 
With human Art oppoſing rh ods Wer. 
See Tydenus, as a Lenitive in Death, 
Feeding on hoſtile Fleſh reſigns his Breath: 
With Fire and Sword contented we engage; 
Their Want of Weapons is * dy Rage. 
Refining Cruelty, full in the View | | 
Of Jove, this impious Track may hay: purſue, 
Yet truly they the Prophet's End bemoan, 
And curſe the Land for Miſchiefs not its own. 


In Words like theſe the King harangu'd aloud, 


20 


25 


30 


And vainly ſtalk'd before th en Crowd. 


In all an equal Fury burns, to gain 

The Spoils and hated Corſe of Tydeus "RAR 
Thus Fowls. obſcene hang o'er the liquid Way, 
Yuen from afar we PR Gun Pan | 


«26 


V. 35. Thus F owl; cans] Milton has A noble ede mee in 


the W MR: of this Author : | 
As when a Flock 


Ot rav'nous Fowl, though many a League remote, 


Againſt the Day of Battle, to a Field 
Where Armies lie incamp'd, come flying, lurd 

With Scent. of living Carcaſes, deſign'd 5 

For Death we ng Day, in bloody F ight. 


Fer. Tot, Book 10. v. 275: 


With 


Book IN. STATIUS's THEBAID. 407 
The Scent of Bodies that unburied lie, 77 1 0 
And taint the thick' ning Æther.— As they fly, 
With flapping Pinions all the Skies reſound: _ 
The leſſer Birds retire, and quit their Ground. ah 
Fame flies from Man to Man, from Band to Band, 
And ſpreads vague Murmurs o'er the Theban Land; 
More ſwift than wont ſhe plies her ſable Wings, 
When woeful Tidings to ſome Wretch ſhe that 
To trembling Polynices now ſhe bears 45 
The diſmal News, and thunders in his Fare. , | 
| His Tears congeal'd, all petrified with Grief, 
He ſtands, and for a Time witholds Belief. 
For his ſuperior Valour, ſo well known, 855 
Forbids him to believe the Chief o'erthrown: 50 
But when a freſh Report pronounc'd him dead, _ 
A Cloud of Grief his Eyes and Mind gerſpread 3 
All Circulation ceaſing in his Veins. 
He faints, he falls: his Arms beſtrew the Plains. 


His Tears now guſh forth at the laſt Effort, 35 


And the bright Greaves his falling Shield ſupport. 
Lonely he walks amidſt a circling Throng, 
And ſcarcely drags his fault ring Knees along, 
And cumbrous Spear, as though he was depreſt 


With countleſs Wounds, and pain'd above the reſt. bs 


The breathleſs Hero by his Comrades ſhewn, 

Who the ſad Prince attend with many a Groan, 
He grovels o'er the Corſe, (while from his Eyes 

The Tears run copious) and deſponding cries, _ 
O Tydeus, Hope of all my warlike Toil, 65 
Prop of my Cauſe, and Partner of my + ak FE, 


v. 65. 0 Tydeus] Theſe Refleftions of F eber on the Death of 


Traeus are very manly and pathetic : They. diſplay a I” of | 
oul 
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408 STATIUs's THEBAID. Book: IX, 


Is this the Recompence I ſhould o 
Are theſe the Thanks which to my Friend I Toys: 
That in my Sight I ſuffer thee to lie Ry 
Unwept and bare beneath a foreign Sky Pi 70 
In Exile now far worſe than Death I rove, 15 
15 Depriv'd in thee of more than Brother's Love. - | 

Nor ſeek I now the Crown by Lot decreed, 


: And ſullied Throne to which I ſhould ſucceed: 


Little I prize the Badges of Command, 75 
And Scepter, which I take not from thy Hand, 

Stand off, ye Warriors, and to me alone 

Reſign the Fight :—The Fortune is my own. 

No longer now your uſeleſs Arms employ 
Nor in Purſuit of Vengeance till deſtroy. v2.60. 
What greater Proof of Malice can you give, aw 
Or how can I atone, while I ſurvive, _ - 
For my Friend's Death? O King, O 0 conſcious Night, 

Begun with Strife, but cloſing with Delight! 


O Argos, deareſt to the Gods above, 85 


And ſhort- lv d Wut the . of laſting Love! ; 


Soul, a :Difmereſiedneſs of Friendſhip, and an ori 8 Gra 
titude, that is rarely to be found in the Breaſt of the Ambitious: 
And I doubt not, but Readers of the ſame delicate Mould as the 
Speaker here ſeems to be, will meet with a great deal of Entertain- 
ment in the Peruſal of this maſterly Oration. 


v. 77. Stand off, ye Warriors,] This Action, which proves the 
great Courage of Polynices, has been cenſured in Achilles, as a Mark 
of the utmoſt Raſhneſs and Fool-hardineſs; yet it is remarkable, 
that Virgil and Milton, as well as our Author, have imitzted it from 
Homer. | 
At pius Eneas derten tendebat inermem 
Nudato capite, atque ſuos clamore en 
Quo ruitis? quæve iſta repens Diſcordia ſurgit! 
O cohibete iras: ictum jam fœdus, et omnes 
Compoſitæ leges, mihi jus concurrere ſoli; 
Me ſinite atque auferte metus.— 


Oh 
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Oh! hadſt thou (while my Life was in thy Hand, 
Stretch'd me unpitied on a foreign Strand! 

| Yet more Great Chief, thou didſt adopt my aufe 
And, truſting Jove and hoſpitable Laws, 90 
Repair to Thebes, whence none would have return'd 

' Leſs brave.—So ſtrong the Flame of Friendſhip burn'd. 
Fame hath' &en now of Theſeus ceas'd to boaſt, if 


And 7 elamon's Renown in thine is loft. 


How chang'd thy Form ! ah! what a diffrent Air! 

But ſay, what Wounds ſhall firſt employ my Care f, 
How ſhall I know the Theban Blood from thine? 

And in thy Death what Numbers did combine? 
Full well I ween, this envious Fove decreed; 

And Mars with all his Javelin help'd the Deed. 

He ſpake, and. waſhes with his Tears away 

The Clots of Blood that on the Viſage yy, 

And ev'ry Limb compos'd, thus cries anew : _ 

Could'ſt thou thus far my juſt Revenge purſue, 5 
And I till breathe ? This ſaid, with Woe diſtreſs'd, 
He points the naked Sceptre to his Breaſt. 5 106 
His pitying Friends reſtrain'd his daring Hands, 
While the good King his Raſhneſs reprimands, 

And ſooths his Rage, revolving in his Mind 

The Turns of War, and what the Fates deſign'd; 110 
Then from the much-loy'd Corſe, from which aroſe 

His Love of Death, and Bitterneſs of Woes, 

He ſteals the Youth, and; whilſt his Words afford 

A ſweet Deluſion, ſheaths unſeen the Sword. 


Such o'er th' unfiniſh'd Field (his Comrade dead) 113 


The Bull, inactive with Deſpair, is led: 


v. 11 5. Such ver ur i unfaid] The Hint of this beautiful Simils | 


Was s taken from one in hs 13th Book of Homer's Iliad. ! 
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410 STATIUS's FTHEBAID: Book. IX. 


Part of the Yoke on his bent Neck he wears, 
And Part the Swain, the Tears faſt-ſtreaming bears. 
But ſee! the Flow'r of all the Theban Band. 
Fir'd with their Chief's Example and Command. 120 
Appears, whoſe Proweſs Mars might not deſpiſe, 
Nor Pallas view their Skill but with Surprize, 
Unmov'd Hippomedon the Shock withſtands 

A Shield and Spear protended in his Hands 

As ſome high Cliff, whoſe bleak and rugged Brow 125 
1 O' erhangs the Deeps, nor fears the Surge below,  _ 
| Nor ſtorms above, bur ſtands by both unmoy'd, _ 

| Their Threats defy'd, their utmoſt Fury prov'd. 


AN as T Cy vita os olvert mHxT0ov eperhev _ 
Ie Nu Ae TirevETo0), & i 0” pe ov 
| TIpuperoioey xtpc so ao æbααν le ip, : 
T h 78 Quyey ele tvzoov awhs ies | 
Ietre X07 wAxR, Tipves Oh Ts THNTOY apsens. V. 705. 
v. 121. Whoſe Proweſs Mars might not deſpiſe] This Diſtinction of 
Skill and Proweſs cannot appear ſuperfluous to any one who conſi- 
ders, that Valour tempered with Prudence was the characteriſtical 
Property of Pallas, and that meer brutal Courage only was attri- 
Datel to , PS: e „ 
v. 125. As fome high Cliff] Virgil and T afſo have two Compariſons 
upon this Subject, © VVV 
III, velut pelagi rupes immota, reſiſtit: 
Ut pelagi rupes, magno veniente fragore, 
Quæ ſeſe multis circum latrantibus undis, 
Mole tenet: ſcopuli nequicquam et ſpumea circum 
|  Saxa fremunt, laterique illiſa refunditur al ga. 
jj En. 7. v. 586 


Ma come alle procelle eſpoſto monte, 

Che percoſſo dai flutti al mar ſovraſte, _ 

Soſtien firme in ſe ſteſſo i tuoni, e Þ onte 

Del ciel irato, e i venti, e Ponde vaſte: 
The Repetition of Pelagi rupes adds greatly to the Merit of Virgil's; 
| Fa ſſo's is too confin'd to admit of any heightening Circumſtances, 
. and our Authot's is ſpoil'd by that unlucky Bathos at the Cloſe. 


| „ 825 


, . 


8 


Een worſted Neptune ſhuns th'unequ al War, | 

And ſhatter'd Ships decline it from afar. 4130 
Eteocles firſt ey d the godlike Man. 5 
And, ere he whirl'd his Javelin, thus began, 

Say, are ye not aſham'd to war in Sight 

Of Heav'n, for one whoſe Deeds diſgrace the Fight. 


A ſavage Monſter's Relicks for the Grave? 

Left unlamented, uninterr'd he he, 

And his Corſe rot beneath a foreign Sky? 

Diſmiſs your Cares: nor Beaſts nor Birds of Prey 

Will drink his Gore, and bear his Fleſh away; 140 
Nay, ſhould his Corſe to Pulcar's Rage be doom'd; 
The pious Flames would leave it unconſum'd. . 

He ceas'd, and flung a Javelin, which the Brass 
Forbade beyond the lecond Orb to paſs. 


Short of its Aim the Dart of Pheres flew ; 
While that of vig'rous Lyczs lightly graz'd 

The nodding Helm with ſculptur'd Forms imblaz d 
Cleft by the Point, the Creſts aſunder fled, 


Aſtounded with the Stroke, he dares not fly, 
Nor on his own Defence alone rely, 
But whereſoe'er he turns the Corſe he views, 
And ſtanding or advancing ; ſtill purſues 


Deſiſts to watch the Motions of the Foe. 
Not thus, with all a Mother's Fury ſtung, 
The lowing 8 ee her firſt-born Young. 


159. Net thus auirb all a Mother 8] This Deſctiption of the 
Conteſt for the Body of Baus is imitated from that over the Body 
e 
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Is it ſuch Merit, ſuch Renown to fave 19 


Then Pheres, and the vig rous Lycus threw, 145 


And thro? the Caſque appear'd his naked Head. 1 30 


That for his Object, nor to aim a Blow, 135 
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412 STATIUSs THE BAID. Book IX. 


When the gaunt Wolf her ſtraw- built Fortreſs ſtorms; 
A Circle, wheeling, with her Horns ſhe forms, 160 


And dauntleſs foams, nor mindful of her Sex, 
With more than female Rage the War expects. 


At length the Cloud of flying Javelins oer, 


The Weapons to their Owners they reſtore. 


Firſt Sicyonian Alcon lent his Aid. 165 
And with him brought from Piſan Las Shade FR 


A Troop of Youths.—On theſe the Chief relies; 
And hurls a Beam againſt his Enemies, 
Swift as a Shaft the Ruin wings its Way 


Acroſs the Field; nor knowing of Delay, | 8 170 
A Paſſage thro? the Shield of Mopſus broke, e 


And fell'd Polites with a ſudden Stroke. 


At don and Phalanthus then he threw, 95 
And Eryx, wounded through his Helmet, new, 1 
| Whilſt in the Search of Weapons back he turn'd, 17 5 
Nor fearing Death, with Hopes of Conqueſt burn d: 
As quiv'ring in his Jaws the Lance he views, 
In Death's laſt Anguiſh the tough Wood he chews, 
While mix'd with Murmurs, guſh'd the purple Spring» 
And on the Point his Teeth all looſen'd ring. © 1 * | 
TLeonteus, hid behind his ſocial Band, 


mm from the Rank advanc'd his trembling 8 Hand, 


of Parroctus in the 17th Book of the Thad, n diverſified with 
many additional Circumſtances : and this elegant Compariſon 1s pa- 
raphraſed from one in the Beginning of the eee ek. 
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And ſeizing by the Hair, in Queſt of . 

Eſſay d to draw the Warriors Corſe away. 5 
Hippomedon the Daſtard's Aim deſcries 185 

And though from ey'ry Quarter Dangers riſece, 

Sheer from his Arm the guilty Hand divides 

Wich his keen Blade, and thus inſulting chides. 

Be this thy Puniſhment, vile Wretch, and know, 5 


Tis Tydeus, Tydeus gives the wrathful Blow: 190 


Henceforth the Relics of the dead revere, 
And the Revenge of breathleſs Heroes fear 
Thrice did the Thebans bear away the ſlain, 
And thrice the Grecian Phalanx did regain. 

As in a Storm on the Sicilian Main 
An anxious Veſſel wanders (whilſt i in vain 
The Pilot ſtruggles with the driving Wind) 8 
And meaſures back the Space ſhe left behind. 
Nor then, repuls d by countleſs Enemies, 


Hippomedon had quitted his Emprize, ant 2 8 


Tho' their loud-thund'ring Engines interpos'd, 

The total Force of Thebes had with him clos d. 
And cover'd with join'd Shields their banded Pow' rs, 
(A Mode of Fight the Bane of lofty Tow'rs) | 


But the fell Fury, mindful of her Lord, 20g 


And Tydeus Rage deteſted and abhorr' d, 


v. 190. Tis Tydeus, Tydeus gives the wrathful] 
Pallas te hoc vulnere, Pallas 
2 & pænam ſcelerato ex ſanguine ſumit. 


193. Thrice did the Thebans] bitte in this Paige had an 
bye to the following Lines in the 7/ad. 


Tgis (ibn fin prmorioNs. Today Ages pal ils Exrop, 
EAxiy ey HELLNDS, pores bY Tpatovuy . 
Teis M d Allis NE W &AXHY, 
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i - 205. But the fell Fury] This Piece of Machinery 15 very well 
conducted, and the Deſcription of 77 TIP full of that ſublime 
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414 STATIUSs THEBAID. Boon IX. 


| Invades by Stealth the Centre of the F ield, . 
Transform'd her Perſon, and her Garb conceab d. 
Both Hoſts perceiv'd her, and thro? Horſe and Man 
The dewy Sweat of ſudden Horror rann 210 
Though her ſtern Face relax d into a Smile, 
Hahs ſhe em. to carry on the Guile. 
The Snakes deſiſt to hiſs at her Command; 
Nor Scourge, nor Torch obſcene was in her Hand. 
Array'd in Arms, and bland in Voice and Look, 215 
| Beſide Hippomedon her Stand ſhe took; SEEN 
| Yet; while her artful Tale the Warrior lea 
He fear'd her Looks, and wonder'd why he fear'd. 
To whom, diſſolv'd in Tears, the Fury faid: _ 
IIluſtrious Hero, vain is all thine Ad 220 
To guard the Bodies ſcatter'd on the Plain, 3 
(But, are we anxious for th* unburied Slain?) 
Behold, incompalſs'd by a barb*rous Throng, 
The great, the good Adraftus drag d gong ! 8 | 
In Preference to all the Grecian Band. 225 
On thee he calls, and beckons with his Hand. + 
I ſaw him fall (a Scene ſcarce to be borne) 
The Crewn from off his hoary Temples torn. _ 
Not far from hence he toils. Direct thine Eyes, e 
| Where thick in Air the Clouds of Duſt ariſe. 230 
DPond'ring at this a while the Warrior ftand, 
| And weighs his Fears, the Fury reprimands. 
Why doſt thou heſitate? ſay, do we go, 
Or yield the Dead and Living to the Foe ? 


\ 
| Imagery, which conſtitutes the chief Beauty of heroic Poeſy: the 
BY Gods, Goddeſſes, and other ſupernatural Deities very often are in- 
troduced in this Manner, and in particular there is one Inftance of 
it in the 13th Book of the Iliad, where Neptune in the Form of 
Calchas, inſpirits the two Ajaxes to continue ene . 3 from NE, 
1 2 this was taken. its MENS | 
\ He 


— 8 AY + 2 22 
— — 2 8 G 2 = - n 
* ˙ n > — a t- 
A N 988 — — 


2 +a r — I 8 = . d 
- CS es K 


Book IX: STATIUS's THEBAID. 


He leaves the wretched Office to his Friends, 
And, to relieve the King, his Progreſs bends ; 
Yet oft reverts his Eyes toward the Slain, 
Prepar d, hene er recall'd, to turn again, 
He blindly follow'd, where the Fury led, 


And here and there his Courſe erroneous ſped, 240 


Till, caſting back her Shield, ſhe wing'd her Flight, 
Burſt by the Snakes, her Caſque admirs the Light. 
The Clouds diſperſing, he beholds from ' Be 
Adraſtus ſafe and fearleſs in his Car. 
The Thebans the conteſted Corſe poſleſs, 
And notify with Clamours their Succeſs : 
The Shouts victorious dwell upon their Ears, 
And ſtrike the Grecians' Souls with Grief and F cars. 
See Tydeus, (thus all- potent Fate decreed) 
Drag'd to and fro acroſs the hoſtile Mead! 
Tydeus, whom not the mightieſt Chief withſtood ; 
But often as the Thebans he puriu'd, 
A Paſſage open to his Progreſs lay, 
Whether on Foot or Horſe he took his Way. 
No Reſt their Arms or wearied Hands obtain, 
Employ d to wreak their Vengeance on the Slain, 
Securely now they pierce his clay- cold Face, 
And the great Dead with Wounds unfelt diſgrace. 
Promiſcuous here the brave and tim'rous ſtood, 


Derne eee Hands ennobled with his Bod, 260 


V. 2 57. gare f The nn Hector meets with the fame 
watt Treatment from the Grecians 3 3 Homer” 8 Iliad, Lib. 22. 
Y, 3 9. | 
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W and do not leſs Honour | to his Ws * Judgment. 


And to their Wives and tender Infants ſhow 


The Weapons, ſtain'd with Carnage of the Foe. 


Thus when, with Force combin'd, the Zybian Swains 


Have quaſh'd the ſtern Diſpeopler of the Plains, 


Thro' Dread of whom each N ight the Folds were barr'd, 
And the ſad Shepherds form'd a watchful Guard. 266 
The Fields exult, with Shouts the Hinds ariſe ; 


They pluck his Mane, and gaze with wond'ring Eyes; 5 
And, while his hideous Lawn and Bulk engage 


Their Notice, call to Mind his living Rage, 270 
Whether upon ſome Ruſtick's Wall he's view d, . 
Or decks an ancient Daughter of the Wood. 
But fierce Hippomedon returns again, 
And, though he clearly ſees, he fights in vain 


For the rap'd Body lends his uſeleſs * ? 0 5 
And brandiſhes aloft his fatal Blade. TOs 
| Scarce he ſelects his Comrades from his Fo oes, 
Whilſt, unreſiſted, through the War he goes. 1 
But now the Ground, with ſlipp'ry Slaughter dyd, 
Arms, dying Warriors, Cars without a Guide, 280 


And his left Thigh, whoſe Wound he wou'd not own, 


= which in Time of Conflict was unknown, 
Retard the Chace, and oft his trembling Knees 
: Refuſe their Aid. —Hopleus at length he ſees, 


V. 2 53. 7 u 3 Kc. ] This Com arifon | is a fine Nluftration 
of what the Poet has heretofore ſaid of this Hero; and here it may 
not be mal-a-propos to remark, that our Author, with a truly be- 
coming Spirit, deigns very rarely to tread in the Path of his Pre- 
deceſſors, and adopt in his Works the Alluſions of others. This 


the Reader muſt have obſerved, as I have always confronted him 


with the Original, whenever he does it, Nor are his Imitations, 


like thoſe of Virgil from Homer, a ſervile Copy: A Hint is ſuffi- 
cient to him; he only takes the Outlines of a Picture, and fills them 


up with maſterly Traits of his own Fancy, which give it an Air of 


The 


Boox IK. STATIUSs THEBAID. 49 
The Squire and Comrade of th Ætolian Chief: 285 
Who, bath'd in Sorrow, and intranc'd with Grief, 
On his great Maſter's gen'rous Courſer fate. 
The Steed unknowing this laſt Act of Fate, 
Neighs and curvets (his graceful Neck de preſs'd). 
And only grieves at th' Interval of Reſt. 
Imbolden'd now againft th' inferior Band 

Of Infantry, ſad Hoplens takes in Hand;, 
The Reins, and ſtrokes the Steed that will not own 
Another Lord, and bear a Load unknown. | 
Then thus accoſts him. Why, unhappy Steed, 
Doſt thou deſert me at my greateſt Need, 
And, mindleſs of Command, refuſe to bear ? 
No longer regal Trappings ſhalt thou wear, 
Nor pamper'd on Ætolia's verdant Plain, 


For what remains, avenge thy Maſter's Shade, 
At leaft purſue them: nor a-Captive made, 
Endure the Burden of a Foe abhorr'd, 

Nor after Tydeus take a foreign Lord. 

| The Horſe; as ſenſible of his Diſcourſe, 


Springs forth reſiſtleſs e as the Lightning? 8 Force. 


v. 295. Why 1 0 Steed] There is foinething > extremely pathe- 
tic in this Addreſs; and Statius is not ſingular in making his He- 


roes accoſt their Horſes. Hector in the 8th Book of the Iliad, and 
Achilles in the 19th makes a formal Speech to theſe Animals, The 


Harangue of Mexzz#ritius to his Courſer in the oth Book of the Eneid 
is in ſome hg. Thc like this before us. 


5 Aut hodie victor ſpolia il eruenta 
9 caput Enex referes, Lauſique dolorum _ 
Urltor eris mecum; aut aperit fi nulla viam vis, 
Occumbes pariter, neque enim, fortiſlime, credo 
Jaſſa aliena pati, et dominos — Teucros. V. 862. 
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290 
29; 
In the clear Current bathe thy flowing Mane. 300 


305 
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418 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book IX, 


Tranſports. him like a Torrent o'er the Fiains;: 1 
Nor ſcorns his equal Guidance of the Reins. 
The Centaur thus from Ofa's piny Browxw 
Deſcends impetuous to the Vales below, 310 
Half Man, half Beaſt: where' er his Courſe he takes, 
The Hill, the Dale, the Grove, the Foreſt ſhakes. 
Collected in one Herd, the 7 beban Race 
Retires, while headlong he purſues the Chace, 314 
And mows them down, ere ſcarce they feel the Wound, 
The headleſs Trunks fall backward on the Ground. 
The vanquiſh'd Warriors now in Proſpect reach 
Their native Stream, and preſs to gain the Beach; 
Above his wonted Swell 1/menos roſe, Ant; 
A certain Signal of impending Woes  _}J 55 
Here, from the Labours of the longſome Way 
: Reſpirings any indulge a ſhort Delay. 


v. 3 og. T he Centaur} This Computin 3 1s imitated from Fig 
Eneid 7. | 


Ceu duo nubigenz cum vertice montis ab alto 

Deſcendunt centauri, Omolen, Othrynque nivalem 
Linquentes curſu rapido: dat euntibus ingens 
Sylva locum, et magno cedunt virgulta fragore. 


Thoſe who think Virgil had not a ſtrong and ſublime Imagination 
( ſays the Editor of Pitt's Verſion) are deſired to conſider this Simile, 
all the Circumſtances of it are painted wr Homeric Sparit 11 


8 6 particularly, | 


Dat euntibus ingens 
Sylva locum, et magno cedunt virgulta fragore. | 


To haye a juſt Idea of the Thin ng deſcribed, ſays Burmannus,. we 
are to ſuppoſe theſe Centaurs half Horſe and half Man, but reſem- 
bling the Horſe in the Fore-part, and ſo bearing down with their 
' Breaſt all that ſtood in their Way. Statius Theb. 9. 220. imitates 
our Author in a Manner rather bold than juſt. Thus far Mr. 
Warten, from whoſe Sentence in Matters of Taſte there lies no Ap- 
— However, I wiſh he had ſpecified in what our ROO has not 


unitated this Compariſon jultly. 
The 


| Beſide a Poplar, that o'erhangs the Flood, 


As when in Ocean the Sky-tinftur'd Race 
Of Fiſhes {py ſome Dolphin on the Chace, 


Book IX. STATIUSs THEBAID. 419 
The Waves, aftoniſh'd at th uncouth Alarms, 
Roll back, and glitter with the Blaze of Arms, 


They plung'd with half the Bank into the Tide, 325 
While Clouds of Duſt conceaPd the farther Side, 
He too leaps fearleſs from the broken Steep, 
Accoutred as he was, and tempts the Deep, s 

Tenacious of the Reins, while heap'd on high, 
The hoſtile Billows thick before him fly. 330 


On the green Turf his Darts conſpicuous ſtood. 
Diſpirited with Fear, and ſcarce alive, _ 


They caſt away their Arms and baſely dive, 
Their Helms unlac'd, beneath the whelming Surge, 
Nor while their Breath permits, again emerge: 330 
While ſome by ſwimming hope the Shore to gain, 
But, cumber'd by their Armour, hope in vain; 
The radiant Belts around their Middles thrown, 


And wetted Breaſtplates help to weigh them d 


own. 340 


v. 325. They plung d with half the Bank into] This Battle in the 
River 1/menes is copied from that of Homer in the 2 1ſt Iliad; and 1 
doubt not, but, after an attentive Compariſon, the Reader will finq 
it diverſified with equally ſtriking Circumftances, and adorned with - 
all that Variety of Imagery, which has been ſo much admired in 


the Or igin al . 


v. 341. As when in Ocean] The Poet, judiciouſly varying the Sub- . 


ject of his Similes with the Element, compares Hippomedon purſuin 
the Thebans in the River Inenos, to a Dolphin in Chace of the le 


ſer Fry. The Reader may ſee the Materials, on which our Author 
worked, by peruſing the following Lines of Homer; but what he 


has drawn up in a ſimple unadorn'd Manner, his Copier has en« 


riched with all the Flowers of Language and Luxuriancy of De- 
ſcription. | 8 e 
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420 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book IN, 


Whoſe ſpouting Gills, and Storm-exciting Tail 
Upturn the Sands, ſo much their Fears prevail 
That in huge Shoals they ſeek their watry Caves, 345 
Mix with the Weeds, or lurk beneath the Waves 3 
Nor from the Deeps emerge, till far away _ 
He ſwims, to make ſome well-mann'd Ship his Prey. 
Thus the fierce Hero drives the ſcatter'd Trains, 
And in Mid-Water moderates the Reins, 330 
And graſps his Arms: he ſtill maintains his Seat, 
And buoys his Steed up, rowing with his Feet, 

Whoſe Hoof, accuſtom'd only to the Land, 


| Slides to and fro, and ſeeks the firmer Sand. RE” 
Chromis ſlew Ion, Antiphus lays dead 1.088 - 


Chromis, and Antiphus by Hypſeus bled. 

Then o'er Astyages black Death impends, 
And Linus, who, the River paſs'd, aſcends 
The Bank; but Fate forbidding him to land, 


Ile tumbles back beneath great Hypſeus Hand. 360 


With equal Rage the Greek and Theban burn, 
From that ſame Stream ne'er deſtin'd to return. 
At both the River caſts a fearful View, 5 

While both to Crimſon change its fable Hue. 

Now mangled Skulls and Members of the Slain, - 365 
Light Helmets which the floating Creſts ſuſtain, 

Darts, Bows unbent, and Shields of ductile Gold 
Adown the bellowing Current glitt'ring roll'd. 
With wand'ring Arms the Surface is oferſpread, 

The Bottom with the Corſes of the Dead: 370 
There Warriors ſtruggling in the Pangs of D Death, 
The Stream oppos'd drives back their iſſuing Breath. 
Whilſt, borne away by the reſiſtleſs Flood, 
Young Arrius ſeiz d a lowly Elm that ſtood - 
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Book IX. STATIUS's THEBAID. 421 


On the green Bank (his ſlidd'ring Steps to ſtay) 375 
The ſtern Menæceus lopps his Arms away. 
Supine he tumbles : the ſhock'd Tree ſurveys 
His Hands, ſtill clenching its expanded Sprays. 
The Spear of Hypſeus hapleſs Sages found; 5, 
The Hero ſinks, deform'd with many a Wound, 380 
Whilſt for his Body Blood alone returns. EY 
His Brother to regain, Aenor burns, 
Ill fated Chief! and from the ſteepy Strand Pi 
Leap'd headlong down, and graſp'd him in his Hand: 
But with the Stream imbib'd more heavy grown, 385 
The wounded Sages ſinks Agenor down, Mee beg 
Who from the Deeps might have emerg'd again, 
But Love detain'd him there, his Brother ſlain. 
Whilſt riſing Chaletus attempts a Wound, 
By circling Eddies in the Gulph profound 390 
He ſinks abſorb'd: The gath'ring Billows riſe 
Above tis Head, till all conceal'd he lies. 
No more his Hand is ſeen, his Sword beneath 

The Depths deſcends, divided from the Sheath. 
In various Shapes, and countleſs Forms appear 395 
Ruin and Death.—A Mycalefan Spear 
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v. 382, His Brother to regain} Of all the Inftances of brotherly Love 
and Friendſhip, I think this is at once the moſt ſtrong and delicate. 
It is one of that Kind of Incidents, which, whilſt they take off from 
and leſſen the Horrors of War, plunge us into the Depth of Diſtreſs, 
and call forth that exquiſite Seafibility, which is an Ornament to 
| Our Nature, and the greateſt Proof of a good and generous Heart. Wh 

Neither will thoſe think this Action merely poetical, who have read | 11 
the Epitaph on the two Lyttelton in Magdalen College Chapel, Oxon; 1 
one of whom ſlipping into the Water, his Brother jump'd in, and Wl 
was drowned with him. Neither Homer, Virgil, nor any other Au- 7 Wh |} 


- preſents us with an Anecdote of their Warriors equally beau- 
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422 STATIUSs THEBAID. Book IX. 


Aeyrtes ſtrikes: in vain he looks behind, 
The latent Owner of the Dart to find; 
But hurried onward by the rapid F Jood, 


The flying Lance drank deeply of his Blood. 400 
The Courſer next of Caledonian Strain 1 


(His Shoulders pierc d) ſtung with the deathful Pain, 
Rears up and reſting on his Feet behind, 7 


With Hoofs uplifted paws the yielding Wind. 
Firm'd as he was againſt the watry Force, 405 


The Hero pities his expiring Horſe, 


And, whilſt deep Groans burſt from his heaving Heart, 
Reſigns the Reins, and then extracts the Dart. 
Safer in Gait and Aim, the Chief renews © 
On Foot the Conflict, and the Foe purſues 410 
To Nomius firſt, his Conqueſt he extends, . 
On Mimas and Licetas next deſcends 


His Blade: Then Licbas of Tbiſbæan Strain, 
WM,“, 


TT v. 413. 07 Thiſbæan Strain] Though I have not tranſlated the 


Epithets annexed to Nomius, Mimas, Lycetus, and other doughty 


| Heroes, as they convey no particular Idea, yet I could not paſs over 
that of Thibzar, which belongs to Lichas, after the ſtrenuous En- 


deavours of the learned Commentator Gronowius to ſettle it thus, I 


| ſhall tranſcribe his Conjectures as well for the Entertainment of 
my Readers, as a Sanction to my adopting this nba Epithet 


in my Verſion. 
s In moſt of the MSS. it is Thebeumgue . Some will have 


= it to be Phzbeumque or Pheleumgue ; Ne the Adjective Thebeus 


& for Thebanus is new and too much a Greciſm. I have found at 
„Length in one Book, Thiſæumpue, and that is the true Reading. 
In this very Book one is killed by Parthenopeus, quem candida 
« Thifte miſerar. You have in the 2d Iliad, in the Catalogue of the 
% Beotians, xoluTpnpwre 74 Oleg Ovid 2 Met. Rue nunc T hiſbaat 
 agitat mutata columbas, 


v. 418. To thy ſad Parents bencefarth Better known.) The Poet here, 
though ſomewhat obſcurely, hints at the following Verſes of Virgil 


and Lucan, who imitated im. 
Daucis 
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Book IX. STATIUS's THEBAID, 423 
To raſh Panemus then he cries.— Vet live, 415 
And thy ſad Brother's helpleſs Fate ſurvive: MO 
To the dire Walls of Thebes depart alone, 

To thy ſad Parents henceforth better known. 

Tis well, ye Gods, that with her bloody Hand 
Bellona chang'd the Combat from the Land 420 
To this ſame River, ſince the timid Throng | N 

Is by their own Jſnenos drag'd along. 

Nor Tydeus' Shade ſhall wail around your Fire, 

Debarr'd of what his Country's Rites require, 4 5 
But Earth reſolve him to his priſtine S 423 
While you ſhall prove a far more rig*rous Fate, 
The Fiſhes' Prey. Such Taunts he deals around, 

And with harſh Words embitters ev'ry Wound. 5 . 
Now at the Foe the floating Darts he throws Ji 
Then with his Falchion aims wide faught* ring Blows. 3 ee 
Theron, a Comrade of the ſylvan Maid, 8 1 
And ruſtic Gyas felt his thrilling Blade: n 
Erginus, ſkill'd in naval Arts, he flew, 5 n 
Herſes, who ne'er the Rites of Tonſure knew, 1 5 
And Cretbeus, bold Advent'rer on the Main, 435 + l 
Who, in the Depth of Winter's dreary Reign, 5 | 
Had often paſt Eubæa's higheſt Cliff, Li Wl 
The dread e, in a ſlender Skeiff. 5 1. 
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Dans Laride, Thyniberque kmillima proles, | 18 
” Indiſcreta ſuis gratuſque parentibus error, 3 oy Fl 
At nunc dura dedit vobis diſcrimina Pallas. | LEneid 10. 5 


stant gemini fratres, fecundæ gloria matris, 10 
Quos eadem variis genuerunt viſcera fatis: 7 i 
Diſcrevit mors ſæva viros: unumque relictum 

- Agnorunt miſeri, ſublato errore, Parentes. 
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424  STATIUSs THEBAID. Bop IX, 
What cannot Fate atchieve ?—transfix'd his. ea: 


On Waves he floats, a Terror to the reſt. 440 
While gay Pharſalus O' er the liquid Plain 


Guides his high Car, to feek his ſocial , 9 PR 


A Doric Jayelin, hiſſing from afar, _ 
Precipitates the Vaunter from his Car. 


TR incumb'ring Jun&urg of the Chariot Beam 445 
Immers'd the Steeds beneath the rapid r 
Ye learned Nine, who make ſuch Themes your. Care, 


Indulge my Thirſt of Knowledge, and declare, 


What watry Toils the Grecian Prince engag 3 
And why in obvious Arms Tſmengs rag'd ER 450 


'Tis your's to vindicate the Voice of F: ame, 


- And trace it to the Source from whence it came. 
Crenæus (as preceding Bards have ſung) 
From fair {menjs, and a Satyr ſprung, - 5 
With youthful Spirits fluſh' d, and vig'rous Blood, 455 
Rejoic'd to war in his maternal Flood. 1 
The Bank his Cradle, there he firſt drew Breath, 


And there, the Bank his Grave, he found his Death. 
Preſuming, that the Furies here employ 


Their Arts in vain, with more than wonted Jo 460 


He paſſes now the flatt'ring River oer, 
And fords alternately from Shore to Shore, 


v. 447. Ye harned Nine 1 The Poet's lopping abruptly in his 


Relation, and breaking aut 10 this ſolemn Addreſs to the Muſes, 


alarms the Reader, and great! M raiſes his Attention: but as I have 
T 


ſpoken ſo open and fo copiouſly of the Nature and Reaſon of theſe 
extraordinary Invocations, I ſhall take no farther Notice of them, 
See the Note on the 41ft and 935th Verſes of the 4th Book. 


453. Crenæus] The Motive of I/menos's Rage againſt Heppomedon 
was the ſame as that of Xanthw's againſt Aclulles: the former flew 


Crenzu, ind: the latter Aferopzus, who were both F avourites of the 
(wa eee n 
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Book IX, STATIUS's THEBAID. 429 


If down, or croſs the Stream he takes his Way, 
The Waves affiſt him ; nor his Progreſs ſtay, 


When obvious to the driving Tide he goes; 465 


But back with him th obſequious Current flows. 
Not with more Care the circling Deeps defend 
The Body of their Anthedonian Friend : 

Thus Triton labours to compoſe the Main, 


When to his Mother's kind Embrace again 470 


Palæmon haſtes, and as he moves along, 
Strikes the flow Dolphin with his ſounding Thong. 
Array ' d in golden Panoply, he fought, 
The Theban Story on his Target wrought, | 
Here (while no Fears diſturb Wet tender Breaſt) | 
_ Fair to the View, the Tyrian Damſel preſs d 
The Bull's white Back: no more her Fingers hold 
His beauteous Horns; in curling Billows roll'd, 
The ſportive Sea her Feet, erulting, laves, 


You'd think the Lover ſwims and cuts the Waves, 480 2 


The Water firms our Faith, nor does the Stream 
Of Colour diff rent from main Ocean ſeem. 
Now at Hippomedon he boldly aims 
His Darts, and with exulting, Voice exclaims. 


No Poiſons of Lernæan Rankneſs ſtain 4185 


Our Riv'lets, nor Herculean Serpents drain. 


This violated Stream (as thou ſhalt prove) 
Is Lada facred to the Pow'rs above. 


* 4255 Here ( a 2 F gw] I cannot help chinking with the E- 


ditor of Piti's Virgil, that Statius has indulged his Fancy too much 


in deſeribing Shields of this Sort; and here by the Way, that Gen- 


leman obſeryes, that our Author's Genius ſeems to be particularly 
ſulted to ſuch Kinds of * 
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all STATI US's THEBAID. Book IX. 
Without Reply the Chief againſt him goes, 


Whilſt in his Offspring's Aid the River roſe, _ 4h 


And check'd his Hand, which yet diſcharg'd a Wound 
The piercing Lance Life's warm Receſſes found. 
The daring Miſchief terrify'd the Flood, 
And Streams of Grief diſtill'd from either Wood; 
Each hollow Bank with deeper Murmurs rung, 495 
While the laſt Sound, that linger'd on his Tongue, 
Was Mother, Mother.—Here he ceas'd : the reſt 
The whelming Surge with hideous Roar ſuppreſt. 
Vnenis, compaſs'd with her Nymphs around, 
Springs from her Cavern with a furious Bound, goo 
Her Hair diſhevelP'd, rends her Sea-green Veſt, 
And marrs with frequent Stripes her Face and Breaſt. 
Soon as above the Waves ſhe lifts her Eyes, 
Her Son ſhe calls with unavailing Cries ; 


One Token of his Death is ſeen alone, 505 


The Shield too well by his fad Parent known. 

Far off he lies, where bellowing down os r 
Iſnenos diſembogues i into the Deep 

His Streams.—— Thus the deſerted Halcyon groans, 


And her wet Dome, and floating Neſt demon 510 


v. 589. Without Reply] This Silence is more expreſlive of true 
Valour, and more ccnſiftent with the real Character of a Hero than 
the moſt bitter and ſatyrical Retort could have been. A brave Man 


is always more ready to juſtify himſelf by Deeds than Words. Thus 


the great Hedor, when accuſed of ene by Sarpedon, does not 
ſtay to make any Anſwer, but ruſhes among his Enemies to give 


the Accuſer ocular Demonſtration of his Courage, and make him 


. of his unjuſt Imputation. 
og Thus the deſerted Halcyon groans] Statius with a Propriety 


WE to be found (as I have already remarked in the Simile of the 
Dolphin) frequently ſhifts the Subje& of his Compariſons with the 
Element, and deſcends to the very Minutiæ of Similitude. A Poet 


of jels Taſte and F ancy would have — content to have ce 
bo 
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Book IX. STATIUS: THEBAID. 47 


When the relentleſs South, and envious Flood 
Have borne away to Sea her feather'd Brood. 
Again the childleſs Matron dives, and hides 
Her well-turn'd Limbs beneath the circling Tides ; 2 
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Thro' many a liquid Path ſhe takes her Way, IG 1 1 
Which far beneath the glaſſy Surface lay. 3 Wl 

| In vain the wretched Warrior's Corſe ſhe ſeeks, I: | 
And in loud Plaints her Agony beſpeaks : it | 
The dreadful River oft obſtructs her View, : . if 1 
Its Colour darken'd to a ſanguine Hue. ” -_ 1 I! 
Headlong on miſſive Weapons now ſhe lights, ARGS | 0! 
And Faulchions, blunted in repeated Fights, | | 


Then handles Helms, diſguis'd with Clefts and Gore, 
And turns the mangled Bodies o'er and 1 
Nor from the briny Deeps did ſhe retire l 
To bitter Doris, till the pitying Choir n 
Of Nereids ſaw him floating on the Main, 

And ſhov'd him to her longing Arms again. 

She claſps as ſtill alive, and with her Hand 55 
Extends his Body on the graſſy Strand; 530 
With her ſoft Hair his humid Viſage 3 . 

And adds theſe Words, a Sequel to her Cries. Wt 
Say, did Iſnenos of immortal Line, LE: l 

And thy great Parents this ſad Lot aſſign ? eh | 14 
Thus doſt thou exerciſe ſupreme Command. 535 =_ 
And rule our River ?——lIn a foreign Land 285 
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the Sorrow of 1/menis by that of a 8 a Nightingale, or any 

other Bird for the Loſs of her young; but our Author very judi- 

ciouſly takes in the Circumſtance of her being a Water-Nymph, 

and compares her to the Halcyon, which e bail her Neſt on 
the Banks of the * or large Rivers. 


More 


428 STATIUSs THEBAID. - Boox IX. 


More ſafe thou'dſt been, more ſafe on hoſtile Shores, 
And the ſalt Wave of Neptune; that reſtores 


Thy Body, all deform'd in cruel Fight, 
And with thy Preſence glads and ſhocks my Sight. 340 
Are theſe thy Father's Eyes, is this. Face. 

And did ſuch Locks thy Grandſire's Shoulders grace? 

Art thou that Youth, who late conſpicuous ſtood, 

Pride of the Stream, and Glory of the Wood! „ 

No more attended by my Nymphs, I move e G49 

Queen of the Flood, and Goddeſs of the Grove. 

Where are thoſe frequent Suitors, that of late 
Were ſeen to preſs around thy Mother's Gate; . 
And Nymphs contending who ſhould ſerve thee moſt : ? 


Why ſhould I now inter thee on the Coaſt, 350 
And not in my Embrace? O had I dy'd 


_ Oferwhelm'd amidſt the Roarings of the T ide! 


Does not ſuch Slaughter, O thrice rigid Sire! 
With Pity and with Shame thy Breaſt inſpire? 


What Lake, in this thy Daughter s dire Diſtreſs, 5 5 5 | 


Conceals thee thus, Whoſe re. and dark Receſs | 


v. 544. Pride of the 8 Ce was 8 of the "REA by 


| Right of his Grandfather T/nenos, and of the Grove by Virtue of 


being the Son of the Fayn or Satyr. 


$45. No more attended] There is a kde Difference 1 the 
Lamentations of Iſnenis and other Mothers for the Loſs of their 
Children. She chiefly laments, that all her Honours muſt ceaſe 


with his Death, The Proſpe& of this ſuperſedes all other Conſi- 
derations, and ſeems to affect her in a more particular Manner. In 


ſhort, ſhe mourns in as womaniſh a Manner as Eve, when Michael 


denounces her Departure from Eden. 
Muſt I thus leave thee Paradiſe ? 3 leave 
\ Thee, native Soil, thoſe happy Walks and Shades, 


Fit Haunt of Gods? where I had Hope to ſpend, 
Quiet, though ſad, Cc. 
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Boox IX. $STATIUS's THEBAID. 429 


Nor thy now. breathleſs Grandſon's early Fate, 
Nor our Complaints and Groans can penetrate ? 
See ſtill Hippomedon thy Godhead braves, 


And rages, uncontrouVFd, amidſt thy Waves! 560 


Unwonted Tremours ſeize the Banks and Flood, 
And the ting'd Billows drink Aonian Blood. 

Tho? flow in our Defence, thy ready Aid 

Attends the Greeks.—Yet ſee due Honours paid 


To my Son's laſt Remains; and be it known, 363 
That ſoon another's Death thou ſhalt bemoan. — —- 


Theſe Words, accompany'd with Tears, ſhe ſpoke, i 
And ſtains her gen'rous Breaſt with many a Stroke. 
The Sea- green Siſters make her Loſs their own, 


| Sigh back her Sighs, and eccho Groan with Groan. 570 


| Iſmenos then lay buried in a Cave, 
Whence * Clouds and Sales imbibe the Wave, 


v. 566. "Ie . s Death thou Pale kansas] Barthius treats our 
Author's Want of Thought in this Place with great Humour, I/ 
nenis (ſays he) reproaches her Father as quite ignorant of the Death 
of his Son and others. But when his Grandſon's 7 ate approached, 
he op his Waves to Hippomedon. 


In his Offspring's Aid the River ok 
And check'd his Hand. 


Did Ifen do this in a Dream, or did our truly good Author nod 


| over this Paſſage ?——The latter I take to have been the Caſe. 

v. 570, Sigh back her Si gs] After this Verſe follows a Simile 
which is ſo very obſcure, Tad conſiſts of ſuch filthy Images, that 1 
have ventured to omit it by my Friends“ Advice. 


v. 571, Iſmenoszhen] From this Line to the Speech of Iſnenos to 
| Tuning, there runs one continued Chain of Sublimity and Imagery 
ſcarce inferior to any Thing I have ever read. 


of the Abode and Habit of this Water-God is ſuperior to Vir- 

gil's Deſcription of the Tiber; 3 and that of the River's Reſiſtance to 
Hippomedon is equal atleaſt in Point of Circumſtances and inſt . 
to that of Kanthus in the 21k Book of Homer's Iliad, againſt 


C hilles > 


Whence 


DEE RE. - 
— — — — — (ge <a 
: 5 7 @— 
— — —— ——— 5 — 
ꝶEꝶ6ꝙ＋:-: «7... 


N 2 K — 
— 5 * 1 
— — — — Ro Rac" 
4 8 2— — . — I 
— =: = — — 4 , r — 
— — — 2 8 ER 
, — - 2 22 
7 1 — 3 
r gs es i wh a De gre 8 — 
- 8 — x 2 — — —ę— 
2 wu p — n - 
_— 5 SS = s 
— I _ rr "> > wt 0 3 
= ho — e 
. 2 < - =. 
N 5 
Nd n ” SO RN N oa * 
= f — 
— ä — 
- — een 


The Picture 


— * o 
8 
jonny - 


* 
8 — I 


m7 we wah 
A — 
4 — 
- — 2 
Wh — — noe 


——_—— 
7 
— 


* 
SS = - 

— ——_—— — = 
— - — — 


— FX : — = I — * ? — — 5 
- 5 = 2 is : * 8 * bo — n - K 3 
— 1 e n = es mh — ey ye —— — r 2 ES RED on” — I I" . 
. +. Wn cn WOES: Warner, Ys wy y <2 0 3 fart = ctr oc any 6 —_— aer - bar CAR n ys — . 
2 — eo ; — ens Lo » 3 — NEL Ai > * te 1D — - . —— f — — — 
= 2 * _ 4 


. 


A th; Ft” 3 „ 
— — 
— 


tes . 3a F wil «PT, ," « z 6 £ — Ra 2 9 aoge rare; d, — Jo * 
ä ——ů——ů —— — — — —-—-— — — — — þ wh 2 
— — —— — __——— =” . * po oh n 2 
P * . — 
0 PM. = __— 
a * — * 
— a 


— 
— by te. 2 
————— — — —— 
2 — — 


—— — — 
. 2 1 o 


4 * 5 
— — — 
— 2 . 
— —— r 
23 — 


— — — 


—— 


: = T > * > — — 
= — — — 
᷑B]U——U—— . —2— ͤÄ—2— 
— 5 
= 


— « rt q < I 
- — 
- W$ —KĩñS c ˙ ä ˙—üä — 1s 
- 


Whence with freſh Juice the ſhow'ry Bow is fed, 


430 STATIUSs THEBATD. Book N. Bo 


Prov 
And golden Crops the Tyrian Fields o'erfpread: MW. And 
But when he heard from far the doleful Sound, 375 Was 
In which the Murmurs of the Surge were drown'd, Thy 
He lifts his Neck, with ſhaggy Moſs o FO, 7 For 
And Temples, circled with an icy Crown; Fg And 
And ruſhing on, a full-grown Pine oferturns, | Beh. 
As down the Stream he rolls his copious Urns. 580 Wh 
The Woods and leſſer Brooks his Progreſs eye Wat 
With Wonder, as he leaves his Channel dry. Con 
His ſtony Channel, and with daſhing Waves Soul 
From either Bank the Slime invet'rate laves. And 
Sonorous in his Courſe, the River roars, OY 585 All 
And foaming, far o'ertops the ſubje& Shores; Wit 
While from his Sea- green Beard in muy a Rill In t 
The lucid Drops upon his Breaſt diſtill, Ane 
One Nymph alone he meets, who ſoon makes known In v 
: His Grandſon's Fate, and Evils ſoon his own, 5090 Dire 
Preſſes his Hand, and the fell Grecian ſne ws, Nor 
 Hippomedon, ſole Author of his Woes. So 
Suſpended in Mid-Air the wrathful F lod Ren 
Awhile, with all his Waves encircled, ſtood, Tov, 
Then ſhook his Horns, with verdant Sedge entwin'd; Doe 
And thus he vents his Turbulence of Mind. 596 MW Ori 
Is this, O Ruler of the Gods above, . Nor 
The beſt Reward my Services muſt prove? Fro 
Wink'd I for this (thyſelf our honour'd Gueſt, Shal 
At Deeds, which Friendſhip, and not Fear ſuppreſs'd) Or | 
As when a borrow'd Pair of Horns adorn'd 601 
Thy guilty Brows, or Phebe was ſuborn d v. 
To lengthen out the Night, and (oh! Diſgrace | 2 


To the whole Sex, and all the Theban Race) 
1 | FA Proud 


) 
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Proud Semele to Fund's Rank aſpir d, : - gt 
And for a Dow'r etherial Flames requir'd. BY 


Was it fo ſlight a Favour to defend 


Thy foſter'd Offspring, and their Youth befriend? re 
For Refuge to this Stream Tyrinthius came, | 
And here, O Bacchus, temper'd we thy Flame. bi 
Behold ! what Heaps of Carnage choak my Stream, 
What ſhiver'd Weapons on my Surface gleam! 
War rages thro' our Ford, the Billows breathe 


Confuſion, Rout and Death: above, beneath _ 
Souls wander, recent from their bloody Doom, 6135 


And hov'ring, ſpread o'er either Bank a Gloom. 
All Votaries invoke my chryſtal Wave 
With holy Yellings : *tis my Praiſe to lave 


In the clear Stream great Bacchus ſacred Horns, 1 
And the ſoft Thyrſus that his Head adorns. 629 | 
In vain I ſeek the Straits.— 
Dire as it ſeems, is thus deform'd with Blood; 
Nor foaming Hebrus bears the Stain of Gore 
So deep, when warring Mars invades the Shore. 
Remember, that the Stream which now demands 62 '5 


Not Strymon's F lood, 


Fove's timely Aid, deſerves it at his Hands. 


Does Bacchus blot his Parents from his Mind, 

Or is Hydaſpes more to Peace inclin'd? 

Nor thou, whom the gay Spoils and Trophies, torn 
From brave Crenæus, hapleſs Boy, adorn. 630 


Shalt pay to Inachus the votive Crown, 
Or hail with conq'ring Shouts thy native Town, 


v. 621. Net: Strymon's Flood] Strymon aud Hebrus are two Rivers of 
Thrace: the one famous for the Battles between the Pygmies and 


Sun, and the other for thoſe of Mars. 


Unleſs 
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Unleſs, the mortal Progeny of Earth 

I prove, and more than human is thy Birth 
Raging he ſpake, and to the ready Wave 635 
A Token of his vengeful Purpoſe gave. : 

_ Firſt bleak Cithæron from his hoary Brows. = 

Pours many a Rill of long collected Snows ; 

Aſopus then by Stealth his Wants ſupplies 


With Streams, that from his op'ning Springs ariſe. 640 


The ſcrutinizing God himſelf explores 
Earth's hollow Entrails, and recruits his Stores 


From Marſhes, Pools, and Lakes with Filth o 'rſpread: > 


And lifting to the Skies his dropping Head, 
Exhauſts the Clouds of Moiſture, and inhales 645 
The humid Vepours lodg'd in ſhow'ry Gales. apps 
And now o'er both his Banks menos roſe, 

And all around a foamy Deluge throws, 
Hippomedon, who fording half the Tide, 


Iss greateſt Depth and utmoſt Rage had try'd, 650 


 UNnbath'd his Shoulders, wonders as he ſees 
The Flood invading them by quick Degrees. 
Swelling on either Side, the Billows form 
A watry Bulwark: As when ſome huge Storm 


Drains the Plciades, in Winter's Reign, 655 
And daſhes black Orion on the Main. TIRE 


Thus the Theumefian Stream the Warrior tols'd . 
On its ſalt Surface: on his Shield imboſs d 
He breaks his Fury: o'er its Orb he boils 
With black'ning Foam, and all Reſiſtance foils. 
Though oft repuls'd, in greater Troops again 
The Surges mount.— The Hero toils in vain ; 
For not content with his own liquid Force, 
The rapid Current gathers 1 in its Courſe. 
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Beams, Stones torn from the Bottom, Shrubs that grow 
On the green Verge, and whirls them at the Foe, 666 


Unequal hangs the Fight : more fierce he raves, 
As undiſmay'd the Chief his Anger braves: 

For neither does he turn his Back, or yield 

To any Threats; but bending to the Field 

His Steps, ſtill boldly meets the ruſhing Tides, 
And, with his Shield oppos'd, the Flood divides. 
His Feet upheld, {till with the moving Ground 
He moves, the ſlipp'ry Pebbles floating round, 


= 


And ſtruggles, while his Knees relax' d with Toil, 67: 5 


Far from beneath him ſlides the ſlimy Sail. 


Inenos ſay, (th' upbraiding Warrior cries). 
From whence theſe ſudden Guſts of Paſſion riſe ? 


Whence haſt thou drawn this Strength! ? ſome mighte 


Friend: 
Than Bacchus muſt thy deſy rate Cauſe N 
For, till the preſent War, thy peaceful Flood 
Was never crimſon'd but with Female Blood, 
When Pipes unequal at your Orgies roar, 
And madd'ning Matrons ſtain your Rites with Gore. 


680 


He ſaid: and now the Pow'r himſelf appears, 583 


And o' er the Waves his Head ſpontaneous rears, 
A Load of Filth to his marr'd Viſage clung, 
Mute was his Rage, and ſilent was his Tongue. 
Now Face to Face the God and Hero ſtood, 
When, riſing to the Stroke, the furious Flood 
ImpelFd a leafleſs Oak: Four Times unmoy'd 
The dire Aſſault and thund'ring Shock he prov'd: 
At length, his Shield ſtruck down, the Chief withdrew 
By tardy SEP the Billows thick purſue, 
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Back'd by their Leader; while with hiſſing Sound, 695 
A Show'r of Darts and Stones is rain'd around, 

And rang'd along the Beach his Theban Foes 

His Landing with protended Arms oppoſe. 

What can he do, beſteg'd with Waves and Spears? 
Nor Hope of Flight, nor glorious Death appears. 700 
Juſt on the Brink (*twas doubtful if it ſtood = 


Fix d on the Land, or rooted in the F lood) 
An Aſh with far- projecting Branches grew, 
And Oer the Stream a Shade wide- ſpreading threw. 
Hither he ſped his Courſe in queſt of Aid, 5035 
(For how could he the guarded Beach invade?) 
And ſnatch'd a Branch, his ſlidd'ring Steps to ſtay, 
But, faithleſs to his Graſp, the Tree gives Way, 
Beneath his dragging Weight uprooted falls, 
An earthy Fragment in the Water hales, 710 


Torn from the Border, and from Side to Side 
In Length extended, bridges the rough Tide. 


Here meet the ruſhing Waves; the ſettling Mud 
Sinks to the Bottom. —Now the circling Flood 


v. 701. Juſt on the Brink] This beautiful Incident is 3 | 


from the 21ſt Book of the Iliad, but diverüſied and enlarged with 
many additional Circumſtances. 
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Some of the Verſes (as Mr. FOR has obſerved of Homer's) run hoarle, 
full, and ſonorous, like the Torrent they defcribe ; others by their 


broken Cadences and ſudden Stops, image the Difficulty, Labour 


and Interruption of the Hero's March againſt it. The Fall of the 
Tree, the tearing up of the Bank, the ruſhing of the Branches in 
the Water, are all put into ſuch Words, that almoſt every Letter 
correſponds 1 in its Sound, and ecchoes to the Senſe in this Particular. 
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Invades the Neck and Shoulders of the Chief: 715 
At length, oppreſs'd with more than vulgar Grief, | 
He cries :>S—O Mars, ſhall I reſign my Breath 

In this vile River? ſuch inglorious Death 

Attends the Swain, whom to the neighb'ring Deeps, 
| Increas'd by ſudden Show'rs, a Torrent ſweeps. 720 
| Why fell I not beneath the hoſtile Sword? 

Argos had then wept o'er my Corſe reſtor d. 

Mov'd by theſe Pray'rs, at length Saturnia ſeeks 
The Courts of Fove, and thus her Spouſe beſpeaks. 
How long, illuſtrious Sire of Gods above, 723 
Shall wretched Greece thy ſtudied Vengeance prove? : 
By Pallas hated, Tydens preſs'd the Plain, 

And ſilent Delphos wails her Augur ſlain. 

Say, hall Hippomedon whoſe native Place 8 
Is Argos, ſprung of fam'd FO $ Race, 730 


v. 717, 0 Mars, Pall 1 reho zu my reach]. The Behaviour and : 
Speech of Hippomedon have ſo many Precedents, that I ſhould not 
know from what Original it is copied, had not the Poet himſelf left 
a Mark of Diſtinction, which is the Alluſion to the 9 1 


s 2 p Eura arcvaf, 0s 1500 rineud? dero. 
Tax &%30a%) g brech , age ds 9 xev Sevi A 
No, 8 2 Aae b re cl cn c uſlo Away l 
EV br £y teig Berau, 45 cli dr ref Sd, 
"Oy pe 1 vu c e Keen TEPWYTH 


Homer again in his OG, Yiroiland Lucan have all cmilar Paſſages | 
in their reſpective Works; which Circumſtance, I think, ſufficiently 
clears up the two former fr:m the Imputation of having repre- 
ſented their Heroes as Cowards. 'They do not lament, that they 
muſt die, but only diſlike the Mode of Death. Drowning, it was 
thought by the Ancients, hindered their Bodies from being buried : 
we muſt not wonder, therefore, that they abominated it, as th 
could not be admitted into the Number of the bleſſed, until they 
had received the funeral Rites. See Palinurus's Speech to Ee 
neas in the lixth Book of N . | 
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Deſerted by the Pow'r, whoſe Grace he woo'd, 

Glut the fell Monſters of the Sea with Food ? 

The vanquiſh'd ſure have ſhar'd the fun'ral Rite. 
Where are the Flames that muſt ſucceed the F ight 

By Theſeus kindled? He receives her Pray” „ 735 
And makes the Object of her Suit his Care, 

His Eyes turn'd back on Thebes.—The Stream again 
Sinks at his Nod, and ſpreads a level Plain. 
Above the Surface now his Shoulders riſe, 


And Hope returning ſparkles in his Eyes 740 


So, when a Tempeſt rais'd by Winds, ſubſides, 
And Neptune's Trident calms the ruffled Tides, 
The Rocks lift up their Heads to Sight long-loſt, 
And the glad Seamen eye the wiſh'd-for Coaſt, 


Ah! what avails it to have gain'd the Beach, 5745 


Since ſtill he ſtands within the Javelin's Reach ? 


The Tyrian Cohorts preſs on ev'ry Side, 
No more the Mail and Shield his Body hide; 


But the whole Man's expos'd to Death.—The Blood 


That long had lain congeal'd beneath the F lood, 7 50 


Now iſſues copious, thaw'd in open 1 

And all his honeſt Wounds again lie bare. 
Drain'd of Life's Juice, relax'd appears each Vein, 
Nor his chill'd Feet his trembling Frame ſuſtain. 


He drops; as from ſome Mountain's airy Crown, 755 


Torn by the Winds, a tall Oak tumbles down, 


741. So, when a Tem/eft] This i is a very i Similitude 5 
well- adapted to the Circumſtances of the Perſon. Our Poet would 
not, as he had before compared him to a Rock for his Fortitude, 
degrade him in his Diſtreſs by illuſtrating his Situation in a meaner 
Compariſon, and therefore compares him to a Rock again. 

Servatur ad imum 
Qualis ab inczpto proceſlit, & ſibi conſtat. 


v. 755. As from ſome Mountain's air 9 Crown] Homer, Virgil, and 
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Which late was ſeen with ſhading Boughs to riſe, 

Its Root in Earth, its Summit in the Skies. 

Whilſt, as a Prelude to its Fate, its Head 

Threatning it nods, the Grove and Mountain dread, 160 
Leſt falling, it deform the ſylvan Reign, 

And ſpread a Length of Ruin on the Plain. 

Yet no one durſt deſpoil the Chief bereft 

Of Life: untouch'd his Sword and Helm were left. 


Scarce truſting to their Eyes, aloof they ſtand, 765 
And fear the Blade he clinches in his Hand. 


Hypſeus at length their Doubts remov'd, withdrew 
The Caſque and his ſtern Face diſclos'd to View : 
Then boaſtful thro? the Theban Ranks he goes, 
And on his Sabre's Point high-glitt'ring ſhows 


770 | 


Silius halo have all Compariſons derived from this Subject, which 


Cum ferro acciſam crebriſque bipennibus inſtant 1 
Eruere agricolæ certatim; illa uſque minatur, e 1 
Et tremefacta comam concuſſa vertice nutat; 
Vulneribus donec paulatim evicta ſupremum 
Faene traxitque Jug1s avulſa ruinam. 
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I ſhall lay before the Reader, without e his . by | 
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', Ceu Zephyrus quatit antiquos ubi flamine lucos, CC, | 1 
. Fronte ſuper tremuli vix tota cacuminis hærens nel 
Jactatur, pariter nido luctante volucrls, e 
Procubuit tandem multa devicta ſecuri [i 
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Suffugium infelix miſeris, & inhoſpita quercus, 


1d Elifitque virum ſpatioſa membra ruina. Bellum Pun. L. 5. 
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The Spoil ſuſpended, and exulting cry'd : 
Behold the Conq'ror of the bloody Tide, 
And vow'd Avenger of great Yydeus dead, 
Hippomedon !-——how well his Schemes have ſped ! 
Brave Capaneus beheld the glorying Chief 775 
From far, but from the Foe conceal'd his Grief, 
And as the brandiſh'd Weapon he ſurvey'd, 
Accoſts it thus. ge preſent with your Aid, 
My Arm and Sword; ſo ye aſſiſt my Stroke, 
No other Deities I will invoke. e 780 
This ſaid, elate in Thought the Warrior glows, 
And ruſhes, ſelf- ſecure of all his Vo Wwe. 
Now thro' the Shield, which ſtrong Bull-Hides infold, 
And brazen Mail, all rough with Scales of Gold, 
The trembling Javelin paſſes, and arreſts 785 
The Prince, deep- buried in his gen'rous Breaſts. 
He ſinks, as ſome high Tow'r that long hath ſtood 
HBellona's fierceſt Shocks, at length ſubdud 
With oft repeated Strokes it thunders down, 
And opens to the Foe the fenceleſs Town. 790 
Then ſtriding o'er th' expiring Chief, he cries: 
The Fame of Death we grant thee : lift thine Eyes, 
And mark th' illuſtrious Author of the Wound: 
Go—vaunt of this in the drear Sygian Sound. 


vv. 787. 4s ſome highTow'r] Our Author in this Compariſon has 
ſet the Theban Hero in a ſtronger Light than the Grecian, ——He il 
luſtrates the falling of Hippomedon by that of an Oak, but compare: 
Hypſers to a Tower, which is more expreſſive of the Character of a 
valiant Leader: a Tower being the Defence of a City, as a valiant 
Commander 1s of his Army. This Simile, though not very long, 

is paraphraſed from the Verſe of Homer ſubjoined. 5 


"Heaws & ws ot Tvey©- TY ZOpTYHH von, 
v. 793. And mark th illuftricus] Ancas Cloſes his Addreſs of Cont 
miſeraticn to Lauſus in much the ſame boaſtful Manner. 15 
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The Sword and Head-piece ſeiz'd, he takes again 795 
The Target, wreſted from the Grecian ſlain, 
And placing o'er the Corſe, ſays with a Groan: 


Receive theſe hoſtile Trophies with thy own, 
And ſleep ſecure, that reſcu'd from the Foe, 


| Thy Manes ſhall the Rites of Burial know. 800 
But while thy ſolemn Fun'rals we prepare, 


Accept this Earne. of my future Care. 


Thus long the Combat hung in even Scales, 


And either Hoſt alternately prevails : 


Mars aids them both, like an impartial Lord, | 805 


And with commutual Wounds the Battle goar'd. 


In Turn they mourn the Greek and Theban Chief, 


And from each other's Sorrows find Relief. 
Mean while, diſturb'd by Viſions of the Night, | 
And Dreams, th' Arcadian Princeſs bends her F light 


To Ladon's gelid Spring, to waſh awax 811 


Her noxious Sleep, before the deſtin'd Day. 


Looſe was her Dreſs, diſhevell'd was her Hair, 
And, as the Rites requir'd, her Feet were bare. 
For anxious Thoughts and weighty Cares oppreſt 815 


Her Mind in Sleep, and broke her nightly Reſt. 


Oft Times the Spoils, which ſne had ſacred made, 


Torn from the Shrine, or fallen ſhe ſurvey' d: 
Oft Times ſhe fancied, that expell'd the Groves, 5 


In Tombs and Sepulchres unknown ſhe roves, 820 
And that her Victor Son's return'd again, 1 


Yet only ſees his Courſer, Arms and Train, 


Hoc tamen infelix miſerum wlabeke mortem: : 


Eneæ magni dextra cadis. En. 10. Line 829. 


* Atalanta, Mother of Parthenopeeus. 


Ee 4 Untouch'd 
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Untouch'd the Quivers from her Shoulders fall, 

And her own Effigies that grac'd the Hall. 
Was heard to hiſs and r in the Flames: 825 
But the paſt Night the greateſt Woes proclaims, 
T*was this, that fill'd her Soul with anxious F ears, 

And call'd forth all a Mother's tender Cares. 

In fair Arcadia's bliſsful Bow'rs there ſtood 
A noted Oak: the Nymphs that haunt the Wood, 830 

Had vow'd it ſacred to their Guardian-Maid, 

And at the Rites divine due Off'rings paid. 

Here ſhe was wont her Bow and Shafts to place, 

And high diſplay the Trophies of the Chace, 
The Lion's brindled Hide its Boughs adorns, 835 
The Boar's ſharp Tuſks, and Stag 8 * 
„ | 

Such Honours heap this Monch of the Canal, 

That ſcarce the crowded Limbs have Room to move; ; 
While the refulgent Steel deſtroys the Shade, 
Diſpells the Gloom, and lightens all the Glade. 840 
As haply from the Hills ſhe took her Way, 5 

Tir'd with the longſome Labours of the Day, 
And in her Hand a Bear's grim Viſage bore, 
Tet warm with Life, and recking till with Gore, 

She ſpies the Foliage ſtrew'd upon the Ground, 845 

And the hack'd Branches, red with many a Wound. 

At length a Nymph informs her, Bacchus rag d, 


Againſt the Greeks with all his Prieſts engag d. 
While, dreaming, thus ſhe ea, and beats her 


N _ 
Sleep quits her Eyes, and from the Couch of Reſt, 8 50 
Starting as from a Trance, in vain ſhe ſeeks 
ik The pearly Current that bedew'd her Cheeks, 
5 5 I — ©: 
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Thrice then ſhe bathes her Treſſes in the Stream, 
T'avert the Miſchiefs imag'd in the Dream, 


Adds magic Sounds, impower'd to controul 8 5 


The Mother's Grief, and chear her anxious Soul, 
And haſt'ning to the weapon'd Virgin's Fane, 
What Time the Dew-drops glitter on the Plain, 
Beholds again with Joy the verdant Wood, 


And the known Oak unchang'd, and free from Blood. | 
Now in the hallow'd Veſtible ſhe ſtands, _ 861 


And thus invokes the Pow'r with lifted Hands 
O ſylvan Queen, whoſe more than female Arms 
Thear, nor mindful to improve my Charms 


Like others of my Sex purſue afar 865 


Thy hardy Steps, and dare the ſavage War. 
With Amazons I boaſt an equal Name, 

Nor do the Colchian Dames outſhine my Fe ame. = 
If to no Rites of Bacchus I reſort, 


Nor mix in nightly Choirs and wanton Sport; 870 


If true to thee, I wield no wreathed Dart, 
Nor in unſeemly Actions bear a Part, 
But though defild in Hymen's hateful Bed, 
Purſue the Toils, to which I firſt was bred, 


And to the Chace and rural Shades inclin'd, 875 


For thee reſerve a pure, unwedded Mind. 
Nor in the dark Receſſes of the Grove 
Hid I the Token of my vicious Love, 


v. 878. Hid I the Token of my vicious Love] The Reader muſt take 
Notice, that the Poet only calls this Love vicious, inaſmuch as it 


was a Breach of Vow, all Virgins, who entered into Diana's Ser- 


vice, being obliged at their Initiation, to make a Vow of perpetual 
Virginity. | 
But 
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But op'ning all my Guilt, without Deceit 
Produc'd the Boy, and plac'd him at thy Feet. 880 
Nor Blood degen'rate fallies in his Vein 
His early Virtue juſtify'd my Pains: 

For, when an Infant, he could ſcarcely go, 

He ſtretch'd his little Hands, and liſp'd a Bow: 

Him (ah! what om'nous Dreams my Soul diſmay, 885 
And damp my ruffled Spirits?) him, I pray, 
Who truſting to thy Aid (his Mother's Right) 

In youthful Folly ruſhes to the Fight, | 
Reſtore victorious, or (if I demand 


Too much) uninjur'd to his native Land. 890 


Here may he toil, and bear thy Arms alone: 
But O! remove theſe Signs of Ills unknown. 
In Bow'rs Arcadian why ſhould Bacchus reign, 
And Theban Gods encroach on thy Domain? 


Why to myſelf (but may the watchful Throng 895 : 


Of Dæmons render this Conſtruction wrong) 
Take I the Miſchiefs, ſnadow'd in the Oak? 
But, if the Gods intend this dreaded Stroke, 
O mild Diaynna, by the Mother's Throes, 


And yon fraternal Orb that recent glows,  gco 


v. 896, Of Demons] I think the Word Dæmons in this Place a 

more proper Term than Gods, as the former, being a ſubordinate 

_ Clafs of Deities, were ſappoſed by the Antients to ſuperintend the 

Affairs of Mankind in a more particular Manner. 

Deviation from the Original I ſhall always hold it incumbent on 
me to give my Reaſons for it. 


v. 899. O mild Dictynna] If the Reader has any Curioſity to 


know the Origine of this Name, let him attend to what Lactantius 
ſays on this Subject. Briton, a Cretan Virgin and Daughter of 


Mars was conſecrated to Diana; and to avoid an attempt made by 
Minos on her Chaſtity, threw herſelf into the Sea, and was taken up 
in Fiſhing-Nets, which in Greek are called Dictua. Soon after this 


the Cretans were puniſhed by a heavy Peſtilence, that rag*d amon gſt 
them, and were informed, that they could not remove it but by 


building 


In the leaſt 


« 


OO 
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Transfix me with thy Darts, and ſet me free; 
Tis Eaſe, 'tis Mercy to a Wretch like me: 
And, if a martial Death muſt end his Date, 
Let him, O let him firſt bemoan my Fate. 
Here paus'd the Queen, and wept; nor wept alone : go5 
For Tears deſcended from the ſculptur'd Stone. 

While thus ſhe preſs'd the ſacred Threſhold, bare, 


And bruſh'd the clay-cold Altars with her Hair; 
Abruptly the rough Goddeſs leaves her, flies 


'4 


Directs her Progreſs to the Theban Town 

By a bright, inner Path to all unknown 

But Deities, and from a Point on high 

O'er Earth's vaſt Globe extends her boundleſs Eye. 


She halts awhile (compleated | half her Courſe). 


called it Dictynnæ from the Fiſhing-Nets. 


5 means the marble Statue of Diana: Luca, ſpeaking of hs Prog- 
naoſtics, which preceded the civil Wars, ſays. 


The Face of Grief each marble Statue wears, 
And Parian Gods and Heroes ftand in T ears. 


v. v. 908. And bruſtd] The Words 3 in the Original are; 


— Gelidas verrentem crinibus aras. 
In the res Editions it was verentem, which Bernartius has judiciouſly 


5 Stratz paſhm matres, crinibus templa verrentes, veniam irarum 
e cœlæſtium expoſcunt. —— Livy, Book 3 


© yerrentes. Doe. Book 26. 


rens crinibus ſuis. Apuleius, Book 5. 

« Matrès Italæ penſa manibus abjecerunt, parvos Liberos abrep- 
** tos ad templa traxerunt, ibi ædes ſacras paſſo capillo ſuo quæque 
— verrebat. — Mamertinus, Panegyrick on Maximian. 


— HY, r b a CTY 
— SARS 8 


O'er Menalos, high-branching in the Skies, 910 


And now near Helicon's inipiring Source 91g | 


building i Temple to the offended Goddeſs, which they did, and 
v. 906. For Tears deſcended from the ſculptur d Stone] The Poet 


altered to werrentem, and ſupported it by the following Quotations. Tn 


e Matronz circa detim ia diſcurrunt, crinibus paſſis aras 


Tune Pſyche uberi fletu rigans deæ veſtigia, humumque ver- 


When 
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When through a Cloud far-beaming ſhe diſcern? d 
Her Brother from th' Aonian War return'd, 
Uncouth his Viſage ſhow'd, diſguis'd with Grief, 


For much he mourn'd the Prophet, luckleſs Chief. 920 | 
More fiercely glow the Planets in Embrace, 


And paint with crimſon Streaks th' atrial Space; 


Loud claſh the Bows, and thro' the Skies around 


The Quivers eccho back the ſolemn Sound. 

Apollo took the. Word, and thus beſpeaks: 925 
Full well J know, my deareſt Siſter ſeeks a 
Th' Arcadian Youth, who dares beyond his Might, 

And mixes, fearleſs, in th' unequal Fight. 

His Mother ſues, and would th' Immortals give 
Aﬀent to ſave, the Warrior long ſhould live. 930 


Myſelf (it ſhames me, that I could not aid,) 


The Prophet with his Arms and Wreaths furvey'd, d, 
When urg'd by Fate, he ſunk to deepeſt Hell, 
And look'd at me for Succour, as he fell, | 
Nor could I keep my Car, and Earth re- join, 935 
Tho' ſtern, nor worthy more of Rites divine. 
Thou ſeeſt my ſilent Dome, and wailing Cave: 
This ſole Reward my pious Comrades have. 
'No more my unavailing Help implore; ; 
Heav'n wills, we give the fruitleſs Labour o'er: 940 
His Hour draws on, the Deſtinies ordain, nm 
Nor are our Oracles. believ'd in vain. 


Thus all confus'd, the heav'nly Maid reply'd 


In Turn: his Want of Days then be ſupply'd 
With laſting Fame: ſome Recompence beſtow, 945 


And add in Glory what in Life you owe. 
Nor ſhall he ſcape unpuniſh'd for the Deed, 


By whom F ate dooms the guiltleſs Chief to bleed, 


Our 
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Our raging Arrows ſhall avenge the ſlain, 

And fix the quiv'ring Daſtard to the Plain. 

She ceas'd; nor willing to his Lips applies 

Her vermil Cheeks, but to the Conflict flies. 

Now fiercer burns the Fight on either Side, 
And mutual Vengeance ſwells the purple Tide 
For their loſt Leaders. Here the penſive Band 955 
Of Hypſeus mourns, depriv'd of his Command; 

There brave Hippomedon's ſtout Warriors glow, - 
Nor ſcreen their Boſoms from the menac'd Blow. 
Fiercely they give, ſerenely take a Wound, 

Strive hard to gain, bur never quit their Ground. 960 
In cloſe Array they move, and to their Foes 
The Seat of Honour, not of Shame expoſe, ; 

When ſwift Latonia, gliding thro' the Skies, 
On Dirce's Summit ſtands with watchful Eyes. 
Beneath her Step the waving Foreſts nod, 965 
And quating Mountains own the FRY 1006s Ps 


445 


950 


1 953. - New feercer 3 the Fight] There is great strength of 
| Imagery and Expreſſion in theſe, and the following Lines; But as 
J am conſcious, my Tranſlation will not make my Aſſertion good, 
1 ſhall tranſcribe the Author's own Words: and in this, as well as 
in all other Places, where I paſs Encomiums, I hope the n, 
will r underſtand them as ſpoken of the Ori 


At pugna ereptis major crudeſcit utrimque 
Regibus, alternoſque ciet vindicta Furores. 

Hypſeos hinc turmæ, deſolatumque magiſtro 
Agmen, at hinc gravius fremit Hippomedontis adempti 


Orba cohors. Præbent obnixi pectora ferro: 1898 
Idem ardor rabidis externum haurire cruorem, | N | 
Ac fudiſſe ſuum : nec ſe veſtigia mutant. 1 

1 


Stat cuneo defixa acies, hoſtique cruento 
Dant animas, et terga negant. 


v. 966. 2. Be preſent God] Availing myſelf of the * whick MENT | 
Mr. Pope has given me, I have not ſcrupled to uſe the Word God 1 
* Goddeſs 1 in my Verſion. The Greets ah O10. — | 
or 


As when at fruitful Niobe ſhe bent | 

Her Shafts, and all her well-ſtor'd Quiver ſpent, 

The youthful Warrior i in the Center ſtood, 

And gaz'd, exulting, o'er the Scene of Blood. 970 
A Hunting Steed tranſports him. o'er the Plains, 
New to the Fight, and Guidance of the Reins; 

A Tiger's motly Hide his Back oferſpread, 

And beat with gilded Claws, as on he ſped. ke 
His neck was muſculous, his Mane, confind 975 
In twiſted Ringlets mocks the fanning Wind. 5 
The Poitrel with his ſnow-white Teeth he champ'd, 
And with black Spots his dappled Cheſt was ſtamp d. 
The Rider too in Veſts embroider'd ſhone, 


(Theſe Atalanta wrought, and theſe alone) 15 980 


A coſtly Robe ofer the gay Tunic lies, 

That twice had drank the nobleſt Tyrian Dyes, 
Bound in a Chain, with radiant Jaſpers ſtrung : 
The Target from his Steed's left Shoulder hung. 


His weighty Sword, girt to his tender Side, 985 


Blaz'd at each Motion with a martial Pride, 
A golden Claſp the circling Belt confin'd. 
The Youth exults, as in the paſing Wind 


for both Genders. Our Poet himſelf; in his fourth Book, whe 
| or Diana, ſays. | 


Nec caret umbra Deo. 


And the chaſte and correct Virgil in the ſecond Book of his Eneid 


ſays; 
Des ac ducente Deo, flammam inter et hoſts 
Expedior, — — 


v. 969. The youthful Warrior] Statius, more in the Ovidian than 
Virgilian Taſte, has given full Reins to his Fancy in deſcribing the 
Horſe, Habit and Perſon of this juvenile Adventurer, like the an- 


cient Prieſts, who, beforc a Sacrifice, trick'd out their Victims With 


He 


Flowers, Garlands, — 11 like Ornaments. 
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With Majeſty, and heightens ev'ry Grace. 
The Thebans, mindful of their Children, yield 
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He hears the Sheath, the Quiver that depends, 989 
And the Chain's Clank, that from his Helm deſcends. 


One while he ſhakes his Caſque with Gems inchas'd, 
And nodding Creſt with various Plumage grac'd; 
But, when his Head is heated, throws for Air 


His Helm aſide, and leaves his Viſage bare. TP 
More charming then his gloſſy Ringlets ſhine, 995 


His vivid Eyes, that ſcatter'd Rays divine, - 


- And roſy Cheeks, o'er which the Down began 


But faintly to appear, and promiſe Man. 

Nor does he plume himſelf with Beauty's Praiſe ; 
But ſtrives to leſſen it by various Ways, 1000 
And knits his Brows, yet Anger cloaths his Face 


* 


Their Ground thro? Pity, nor diſpute the Field 


With the Boy- Warrior: he their Flight purſues 1005 
With Darts, and tempts the Fray, which they refule, 


The Tyrian Damſels, who behold the Fight 


From high Theumeſus, feaſt their greedy Sight 
On his fair Features, ſeen thro' the Diſguiſe 
Of War, and vent their Flame in ſecret Sighs. 1010 

_ Grief touch'd Diana's Boſom, as ſhe ey'd 
The too raſh Youth, ah! how can can I (ſhe cry 'd 


While copious ran the pearly Stream of Woe) 


Wand off, or &en delay th' impending Blow 2 _ 
Spontaneous haſt thou ſought then, cruel Boy, 1015 


And are the Perils of the F ight thy Joy? 
Alas! thy early Courage is thy Bane, 
And Glory ſpurs thee to the deathful Plain. 


Scarce till of late thro' the Menalian Grove, 8 
Without a Guide, ſecurely cou'd'ft thou rove; 1020 
_ Nor 


Nor was it ſafe to pierce the wood-land Shade 

And Haunts of Beaſts, without thy Mother's Aid, 
Whoſe ſylvan Arms, the Quiver, Shafts, and Bow, 
Thy ſhoulders ſcarce ſuffic'd to bear till now. 

5 To our deaf Altars, weeping, ſhe repairs, © I025 
And wearies Heav'n with unavailing Pray'rs; 
"Whilſt in the Toils of Fight thou doſt rejoice, 
And liſten; pleas'd, to the ſhrill Clarion's Voice. 

Go then, ſecure of an immortal Crown, 
And to thy Mother doom'd to die alone. 1030 
She ceas'd, and his victorious Fame to raiſe, _ 
And crown his Exit with diſtinguiſh'd Praiſe, 
| Ruſh'd thro” the Lines (a duſky Veil of Clouds 

From mortal Eyes the baſhful Goddeſs ſhrowds) 
And ſtole the faithleſs Arrows that he bore, 103 5 
Recruiting th* emptied Quiver with a Store 5 
Of ointed Shafts : of theſe none flies in vain, 
Nor touches, innocent of Blood, the Plain. 
She ſprinkles then the Warrior and his Horſe is 
With Dews ANTI, left his wounded Corſe . 1040 


v. 1039. She - Beauty then the Warriar) This Fiction is imitated = 
from Homer's Iliad, Book the 6th, where Apollo diſcharges the ſame 
kind Qice to Sarpedon : 


Ou? & &p 2 watrpds ampedrncty Ahaus 
RN N PY3 Ie, dpf 29 Puaorriy lng, 
Ab TIA 950 ex ge ν, Eaprnvore Nen c efipas 
Tov ao 760 S ASoiy Forngucio penet, 
| Xp 7 ' #5p0Tin. — 


And again in the 19th; 


- 


IleergoxA® Na alu opocIn, > „t HevIgey 
Trage xc rd pay, tue of v $17500- eln. 


Virgil has alſo imitated i it ; 


3 Spargitque ſalubres 
„Ambroſiæ ſuccos, et odoriferam Panaceam. 


8 Should 


Should be abus'd, before he yields his Breath; 
And, as a Charm to break the Pangs of Death, 
Adds holy Murmurs, and myſterious Songs. 
Such as in ſecret Caves the Colchian Throngs 
She teaches, at the Seaſon of Repoſe, 8 
And ſhews each noxious Plant and Herb that grows. 
More furious now he deals his Shafts around, 

To Reaſon deaf: his Wrath no Limits bound; 

| But, mindleſs of his Country, Self, and F riends, 
The fated Darts without Reſerve he ſends. 
The youthful Lion thus, whoſe tender Age 
Was nurs'd with Blood, the Source of ſavage Rage, 
By his Getulian Dam, when he ſurveys 

The Mane, that o'er his Neck redundant plays 


He ſprings forth, conſcious of his nat'ral Right 
From the loath'd Den, and with a four Diſdain 

Of proffer'd Food, explores his new Domain, 
Say, valiant Youth, who preſs'd their native Mead, 


| beld with Correctneſs, natural without being vulgar, and copious 


without Prolixity: and what 1s ſtill adding to its Merit, is that it 
is an Original. 


v. 1059. Say, valiant Youth] This beautiful Interrogation i is imi- 
| tated from the 16th Book of the Iliad, 


of 3 85 voren, rive 91 deren ige. 
nergindeis, 57% di os S H On CD 


Virgil has alſo copied i it 


Quem telo primum, quem poſtremum, aſpera Virgo! 
Dejicis? aut quot humi morientia corpora fundis ? 


I ſhall tranſcribe Mr. Pope's judicious Obſervations on the above · 
cited Paſſage in Homer, as they are equally applicable to our Au- 
war's. —— The Poet in a " * and ſolemn Way turns his 


Diſcourſe 
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1045 


1050 he. 


And his ſharp Claws, protended for the Fight, 105 5 
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By * e Bow to Death decreed? 1066 


v. 1057. The yo whfa Lion] This Simile is a -$obg Proof of the 
Fruitfulneſs of the Poet's Imagination, and ;udiclons Taſte. It is 
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459 STATIUS's THEBAILD. Book N. 
_ Cher bus of Tanagræ ſpurn'd. the Field 


His Jaws are crimſon” d with, the guſhing Wound, 


And deep in his left Eye· ball buried lies. 
The Dart extracted from the Wound by Force, . 
Againſt the Foe Eurytion bends his Cones R N 
But ah! what cannot heav'nly, Shafts?. _ 
An Arrow: ſpeeds, unerring, over the Plain, 
And doubles his Diſtreſs: yet. ſtill the Foe. 
He chac'd, as far as Memory could. go; 
Fhen fell, and Ida cruſh'd, who near FS ſoa: 1075 
; Here, midſt the, Rage of War and Scene of Blood, 
In thick ſhort Sobs he gaſps away his Breath, 
Devoting Friends and Foes alike to Death. 
The Sons of Mas next his Fury prove; 3 
| Cydon, ſubſervient to th? inceſtuous Love 1080 
Of his ſad Siſter, and fair Argus fam'd 
For his ſleek Hair. 
a Young Cydon's: Parts obſcene lie bare to View; 
A Dart oblique thro? Vocher's Temples, flew. 


with him to do, but enquires of the Hero himſelf whawas: the. firſt; 
and ſignalizes Patroclus, (to whom Homer uſes it more frequently, 
or divine Being, and at the ſame time it is vary. pathetical; and apt 


he had offended, This is 2 Juſtice i in the. ſtricteſt Senſe 
the Word, 


The firſt. Between the Margin of the Shield“ 
And Helm, the Dart a narrow Paſſage found: 


And der his Face the ſacred: Venom glows, 1069 
Wide: ſpreading. At Eurytios then he throws 
A triple · pointed Shaft: the Weapon flies, 


again 


Pier d by 2 Lance well aim d 


Diſcourſe to Patroclus..” He. does nt accoſt his Maſe, as Ie; is uſual 


and who the laſt, who fell by his Hand? This Addreſz diſtinguiſhes 


than I remember on any other Occaſion ? as if he was ſo enius 


to move our Compaſſion. 
v. 1083. Young Cydon's Parts. 7 lie bare to. Vi env: J. Our Au- 
thor makes the inceſtuous dun puniſhed i in, that Part, with. WG 


Is 


o . — — ——— C;T— — 
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In one the Steel, in one the Feather's ſeen, 1085; 
The Blood flows down from both, and ſtains the Green, 
On all alike th impartial Darts deſcend 


His peerleſs Charms gay Lamus ill defend; 


Yaung Aolus fills an untimely Grave: 1 

Nor cou'd his mitred Honours: Lygdus ſave; 1090 
Fair Lamus mourns his Face: a Lance impales. 
The Groin of Z:ygdis : Afolus bewails 


His ſnowy: Brows. The firſt ere Swain 


Ruben own'd:. on Thiſbe's rocky Plain 
The ſecond dwelt: the third Amyclæ bore, --," 0nd 
Yet never, neven ſhall. behold: him more, 
Such is his Art, no Miſſile flies in vain, 


And ſuch their Force, that all they wound, are lain. 
His Hand. nee reſts, but ſhaft to ſhaft ſucceeds .) 
And the long Hiſs runs ecchoingo'er the Meads, 1 100 

T'was almoſt paſt Belief, a ſingle Bow, 

And one weak: Hand cou'd work ſuch mighty, Woe. 

Where leaſt the Foe ſuſpects, his Darts he. ſends, 


And oft, in A to. ſhoot, his Arms extends, 


Then ſudden quits the Mark: when they, draw. night 
He flies, and turning lets his Arrows fly. 1106 


To Vengeance no tne Sons of Cadmus riſe, 


Wrath in their Breaſts, Amazement in their Eyes, 
And firſt Amphion, ſprung of Race divine, 


e 1 het drew his'natal Line?) 1170 


57. Such is bis Art] I ſhould * thought too miftruſtful of 
os Realer, Taſts, ſhould; I point out to him the Beauties of theſe 
Lines. My Verſipn, I confeſs, falls inſinitely Hort, of the Orginal, 


and indeed the 


Solo reſgieit are. 
Cannot be rendered | in. our Lan guage 8 ſutable. Dignity: 


F fs Unknowing 
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452 STATIUS's THEBAID.. Boox IX. E 
Unknowing yet, what Carnage had-o'erfpread N 
The fatal Champain, thus inſulting, ſaid. N 
How long wilt thou protract thy vital Date, T 
O luckleſs Boy, and gain Delays from Fate? E 
Does Inſolence and high Preſumption reign 1113 T 
In that vile Breaſt, becauſe thy Foes diſdain || 8 
To take th' Advantage, and in Fight engage =. 
With one fo far beneath a Soldier's Rage; Sti 
Hence to thy Equals, and, ſecure from Harms, Tt 
At Home act o'er the Fray with mimic Arms: c 1120 Bu 

| There long enjoy, if War be thy Delight, Of 
The Pomp without the Dangers of the F ight, Th 
Or, if ſurviving Glory be thy 8 An 
Wie grant, at thy Requeſt, a Death of Fame. . . Th 
Here on his Speech th' impatient Hero broke, 1125 Mo 
And thus in Terms of equal Wrath beſpoke. ce Fl An 
Small as my Strength is, it avails to gain Ane 
The Palm, and drive the 7. bebans from the Plain. Hei 
Lives there ſo much a Boy, as to decline Fir 
The Strife with you, a ſoft enervate Line? s 7 1 30 Beſi 
In me, bold, rough and hardy, thou ſhalt Gol. To 
A Sample of the whole Arcadian Kind: And 
Me no fair Prieſteſs, by her God compreſsd, In h 
Brought forth to Woe, in the ſtill n Rel ny 
No 

vt 3 t. In me, bold, rough and 1550 The latter part of this Eno 
3 is very much like that of Numanus in the ninth Book of the Now 


———— Natos ad flumina primum 
Deferimus, ſævoque gelu duramus & undis. 
Venatu —— pueri, ſylvaſque fatigant: . Wc 
And again; 
Vobis pita croco, & fulgenti murice veſtis: _ 
Deſidiæ cordi; juvat indulgere choreis : : 
Et tunice Mazicas, & habent redimicula mitræ. 


No 


. 


1 — 


Our Mothers wield the Bow - 
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No Spears inverted in our Hands we bear, 11 35 
Nor on our Heads unmanly Turbants wear, 

Train'd from our Birth, to dare the frozen Flood, 

Explore the ſavage Haunts, and range the Wood. 

To cloſe the whole — (for why ſhould I delay 

With needleſs Words the Buſineſs of the Fray?) 1140 

your ſlothful Sires 

Strike hollow Timbrels, and attend the Quires, 

"Theſe Taunts, tho' juſt, Amphion could not hear, 

But at the Speaker's ROY directs a Spear 

Of dreadful Size.— 

The Courſer rears aloft his Feet in Air, 
And, flound'ring, on one Side his Maſter caft, 

Then fell himſelf: the devious Javelin paſt. 
More fierce at this, the Foe unſheath'd his Blade, 


And ruſh'd tumultuous : Cynthia this ſurvey” d, 1 150 : 


And, anxious for his Safety, interpos'd, 
Her Look diſguis d, and Features undiſclos' d. 

Fir'd with chaſte Love, and Friendſhip's holy F lame, 
Beſide him Dorceus ſtood, and ſhar'd his Fame: 


To him the Queen conſign'd his tender Years, 1155 


And youthful Wars, the Source of all his Fears. 

In his reſembled Form, and borrow'd Veſt 

The Goddeſs thus her favour'd Youth addreſs'd. 
No more, O Prince! Here let thy Fury ceaſe . 
Enough is giv'n to Vengeance, Fame and Greece. 11 60 
Now ſpare the wretched Atalanta, ſpare 


* Guardian-Gods, who make thy Life their Care. 


v. 1153. Fir with chene dives] Stalins ſeems to have ee 
voured by this Diſtinction to prevent any Suſpicions of his Immo- 
rality, which Virgil lay under from having mentioned in different 
Parts of his Works the Love of Boys, and young Men with ſome 
Degree of Warmth, 
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The Youth replies: Indulge this once thy Friend, 
And wait, till on the Ground my Spear extend 
This-daring Wretch, who equal Weapons bears, 1165 
Boaſts equal Reins, and equal Veſtments wears. 

His Reins ſhall grace my Steed, his Veſts the Door 
Of Diar's Temple, and his feather'd Store 

My Mother's Quiver. —Weeping Cynthia hears 

TY infulting Vaunt, and ſmiles amidft her Tears. 11 70 
This from a diſtant Quarter of the Skies, 
Couch'd in th' Embrace of Mars, fair Venus eyes, 
And while ſherſues, recalling to his Mind 

Harmonia, and her-Offspring left behind, 


5 By timely Arts awakes the Grief, fuppreſt - 11775 


In the Receſſes of his gloomy Breaſt. 
Behold, O God of Arms, yon wanton Dame 
With Mortals mixing in the Field of Fame! 
How boldly ſne confines the War's Alarms, 


And fixes, here ſhe liſts, the Streſs of Arms. 1180 


Vet more —— ſhe rages not alike on all; 
Gall'd by her Darts, the Thebans only fall. 4 
The Charge and Sway of Fight to her transfer d, 
Tis thine with Darts to pierce the tim'rous Herd. 


Fir'd by theſe juſt Complaints, the Warrior-God- 1 EY 


Sprung from her Arms, and to the Combat ſtrode: 


— * 1171. Yhis "from a 20 fant Darter of the Shieh] Fes here, as 
well as in the Eneid, takes Advantage of the amorous Fits of her 
Gallants, to win them over to her Purpoſe. And excluſive of her 
Charms, this Speech is'very well calculated to procure her what 
| ſhe wanted. Nothing could prevail more with Mars lian the ap- 
prehenſion of an Encroachment upon his Prerogative: and theſe 
two Lines in partieular are very humorous and witty. 


The Charge and Sway of Fight to her transfer d, 
is thine "with Parts do pfefee de tim ons Ferd. 
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His other Furies toiling at the Fray, 
Anger alone attends him in the Way. 

He checks the Goddeſs in her rapid Courſe, 1 
And from the Fight deters with menac'd Force. 1190 
The Fates to Cynthia diff'rent Wars decree; . NS 
The Field of Battel is no Sphere for thee: - 

Then quit it, or by Syr thou ſoon. ſhalt know, if; 

Not Pallas ſelf is a more dreadful Foe, 

What can ſhe do? — Here threat'ning Mars withſtands, 
There Fate, a loaded Diſtaff in her Hands; 

While Jove leans from the Stars, all ſtern to view. 
Through Rey'rence then the baſhful Pow? r withdrew. 
Now thro the Theban Lines Mars darts his Eyes, 

And Dryas, ſprung from great Orion, ſpies; 1200 
Fim, for his Hatred to the Sylvan Dame, 1 
He ſingles out, and ſets his Soul on Flame. 

More furious now againſt the Race abhorr'd, 
He ſlays th' Arcadians, and diſarms their Lord. 

Cyllenes Bands, and Tegea's hardy Swains 120 5 
In long Rows ſlaughter'd, preſs the ſanguine Plains, 
Th Zgytian Chiefs, and Troops of Pheneum fly: : 
Man falls on Man, and all or yield or die. 

Th' Arcadian Prince himſelf he next purſues 
With Hopes of Vengeance, though his Hands refuſe. 
To toſs the Lance. — He wheeling, ſhifts his Courſe, 
And dreads the Giant-Chiefs ſuperior Force. | 
Preſages dire the lab'ring Chief oppreſs, 

"I" his Soul, and heighten his Diſtreſs. . 


v. 1200. Spring fon great Orion) Orion Was s ſtung to Death by a 
Scorpion on Dianas Account. It was therefore very Ne in 
the Poet to * Oe his Son. 5 
And 


The Youth replies : - 
And wait, till on the Ground my Spear extend 
This-daring Wretch, who equal Weapons bears, 1165 
Boaſts equal Reins, and equal Veſtments wears. 

His Reins ſhall grace my Steed, his Veſts the Door 
Of Dian's Temple, and his feather'd Store 

My Mother's Quiver. —Weeping Cynthia hears 


Th' inſulting Vaunt, and ſmiles amidſt her Tears. 17 79 


This from a diſtant Quarter of the Skies, 
Couch'd in th' Embrace of Mars, fair Venus * 
And while ſhe ſues, recalling to his Mind 
Harmonia, and her Offspring left behind, 


By timely Arts awakes the Grief, ſuppreſt 1175 


In the Receſſes of his gloomy Breaſt. 5 
Behold, O God of Arms, yon wanton Dame 
With Mortals mixing in the Field of Fame 
How boldly ſhe confines the War's Alarms, 


And fixes, where ſhe liſts, the Streſs of Arms. 1180 


Vet more —— ſhe rages not alike on all; 

GalP'd by her Darts, the Thebans only N 

The Charge and Sway of Fight to her transferrd, 

"Tis thine with Darts to pierce the tim'rous Herd. 
Fir'd by theſe juſt Complaints, the Warrior-God- 1185 
Org from her Arms, and to the Combat ſtrode: 


1 v. 1171. This * 4 wp ant Duarter of the She]? Veins here, 2s 

well as in the neid, Wale Advantage of the amorous Fits of ber 
Gallants, to win them over to her Purpoſe. And exeluſive of her 
Charms, this Speech is very well calculated to procure her what 
ſhe wanted. Nothing could prevail more with Mars tlian the ap- 
prehenſion of an Eneroachment upon his Prerogative: and theſe 
two Lines i in partieular are very humorous and witty. 


The Charge and Sway of Fight to'her'transferr'd, 
is thine with 'Dirts'to/pherce*e' du Herd. 
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Indulge this once thy Friend, 


This 
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His other Furies toiling at the Fray, 

Anger alone attends him in the Way. 

He checks the Goddeſs in her rapid Courſe, ic. 
And from the Fight deters with menac'd Force. 1190 
The Fates to Cynthia diff'rent Wars decree ; 
The Field of Battel is no Sphere for thee: y 

Then quit it, or by Sym thou ſoon ſhalt- know, 

Not Pallas ſelf is a more dreadful Foe. 

What can ſhe do? — Here threat'ning Mars withſtands, 
There Fate, a loaded Diſtaff in her Hands; 

While Fove leans from the Stars, all ſtern to view. 
Through Rev'rence then the baſhful Pow'r withdrew. 
Now thro the Theban Lines Mars darts his Eyes, 


Him, for his Hatred to the $y/van Dame, 

He ſingles out, and ſets his Soul on Flame. 
More furious now againſt the Race abhorr d, 
He ſlays th' Arcadians, and diſarms their Lord. 


In long Rows ſlaughter'd, preſs the ſanguine Plains, 
Th gytian Chiefs, and Troops of Pheneum fly : | 


Man falls on Man, and all or yield or die. 
Th' Arcadian Prince himſelf he next purſues 


With Hopes of Vengeance, though, his Hands refuſe 
To toſs the Lance. — He wheeling, ſhifrs his Courſe, 
And dreads the Giant-Chiefs {uperior Force. 

Preſages dire the lab'ring Chief oppreſs, 

"IM his Soul, and heighten his Diſtreſs. 


v. 1200. Spring few great Orion] Orion was: ſtung to Death by a 

Scorpion on Diana's Account. It was therefore very judicious in 

the Poet to * N his Son. oe 
And 


And Dryas, ſprung from great Orion, ſpies; 1200 


_ Cyllenes Bands, and Tegea's hardy Swains 1203 
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456 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book IX. 
And now the real Dorceus he deſery'd 1213 
Sorrowing : a faithful few remain'd beſide. | 
His Strength recedes, and, as the Quiver grew 
More light, his Want of Shafts he quickly knew. 
| Leſs eaſy now the Weight of Arms he bears, 
And to himſelf a Boy at length appears: 1220 
But, when he view'd the hoſtile Buckler's Flame, 
A ſudden Tremour ſhot through all his Frame. 
As when a Swan ſurveys the Bird of Fove, 
For Prey deſcending from his Walks above, 4 
| She ſeeks ſome Cavern, and with Fear depreſt, 122; 
Claps cloſe her quiv'ring Pinions to her Breaſt, 
Thus when Parthenopeus near diſcerns 
His Foe's Gigantic Size, his Anger turns 
To deathful Horror: yet he ſtill relies 
On Arms, and fixing on the Heav'ns his Eyes, 1230 
Invokes his Patroneſs, and aims a Blow, -Y” 
The forky Weapon fitted to the BoW. 
Now with full Force he bends the ſtubborn Yew, 
The String approach'd his Breaſt, fo cloſe he drew, 


v.1223. As when a Swan ſurveys the Bird of Jove] This ſimilitude 
Is very expreſſive of the Terror and Conſternation of Parthenopæul. 

Homer in the 21ſt of his Iliad has one ſomething like it, where he 
compares Diana, afraid of Juno, to a Dove afraid of a Falcon. 


Aﬀxpuotoret er Toe Qvyiv 55 winded, 
He 9g” UT l n O. xolAnv 6605 re u | . 
Xneꝶ u, ov : 46g. THYE H eu Toy iv v. 493. 

v. 1233. Now with full Force] The Poſture and Attitude of the 
Shooter are painted in a very lively and beautiful Manner. Drys 
pierces his Enemy near the Articulation of the Arm and Shoulder, 
ſo that the former loſes all it's ſtrength. —This is a juſt Repreſen- 
tation of the Conſequence of ſuch a Wound, and I believe, every 

one will readily allow this Paſſage to be a ſpeaking Picture. And 


oo Sede 
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And the far diſtant Horns already join'd, + 1235 
Drawn to an Arch: when ſwifter than the Wind, 
"Tiff Aonian Javelin obvious flies, and broke _ 
The ſounding String: his Arm beneath the Stroke 
Is numb'd, and guiltleſs of th' intended Wound, © 
The Bow unbent, the Shaft drops on the Ground, 1249 
At length, in Height of agonizing Pain, 
He quits the Reins, and Weapons, graſp'd in vain, 
(For through his Mail the Spear had wing d it's 
Flight, 
Juſt where the Shoulder and the Arm 0 Ms 
When lo! a ſecond Lance, impelFd with Force, 1245 
Tranſpiercd the Courſer's n | and ſtops. his 
. 
Then haughty Denn (wonderful to tell) | 
Unconſcious of the Hand, by which he fell, 
Himſelf was ſlain: Nor was the Weapon found, 
And daring Author of ſo great a Wound. 1250 
But his ſad Comrades on an ample Shield | 
Remove the youthful Hero from the F ield, 
Who grieves not for himſelf, but for his Steed : 
1 early Age for ſuch a glorious n 1254 : 
His beauteous Face grows wan, his Helm unty'd, - 
And on his trembling Cheeks the Graces died. 
Thrice did they raiſe his Head, and thrice depreſs'd, 
His Neck reclines upon his ſnowy Breaſt; 
Down which (Oh! ruthleſs Vengeance of bis Foes 1) 
The guſhing Blood in purple Currents flows. 1260 
To Dorceus now he gave his dying Hand, oa 
| And A ighing, thus addreſs'd his laſt Command. 


15 


20 


2 


de 
us, 


he 


Life 5 


458 STATIUS' THEBAID. Book. IX, 


Life ebbs apace : but thou with lenient Art 
*$6me Solace to my Mother's Grief impart : 

She in terrific Viſions of the Night, 1265 

In Dreams, or in ſome Bird's ill-omen'd flight, 

Has ſeen my Doom. —Yet ſtudy ſome Pretence, 4 

Some pious Frauds to keep her in Sufpence, 
Tor break it ſuddenly, nor when ſhe ſtands, 

The Chace juſt o'er, with Weapons in her Hands. 1 270 
But theſe my Words repeat, when'forc'd to tell: 
O Mother, thro” my own Deſerts I fell, 

* As in Contempt of thee, I ſought the Plain, 

« Thy Pray'rs rejected, thy Diſſuaons vain: Fo 
ee And, heedleſs of thy Counſels, {till engag'd, 1275 
* Where Glory calFd, and where the Combate rag'd. 
Live therefore, and thy fruitleſs Grief reſign'd, 

<« Reſent, not pity, my too froward Mind. 

<« In vain from fam'd Lycæus ſnow-capt Brow, 3 
<« Thou lookeſt, anxious, on the Plain below, 1280 
ef chance ſome ſhout reecchoes in the Skies, _ 
And Clouds of Duſt beneath our Feet ariſe. 

« ] preſs a foreign Strand, nor art thou nigh 

To catch my parting Breath, and cloſe my Eye. 

Met, honour'd Parent, for the Giver's Sake, 1285 
This Lock, in Lieu of the whole Body, take, 


1. 1263. Tife eb. __ The Roginning of this Speech cannot be 
too much commended for the filial Piety and Affection it diſplays, 
and the Simplicity of the latter Part is not diſguſting as it comes 
from the Mouth of ſo young a Perſon as Parthetopeus, and here 1 

-ebvifiot help ' obſerving, that the Combate of Hippomedon with 1/me- 
205 is a ſublime Piece of Machinery, and the Deſcription of the 
Exploits and Death of Partbenopæus equally tender and affecting. 
In ſhort there is no Part of the Thebaid, that has more Force of Ima - 
gination, and a greater Exertion of the inventive Faculties of our 
Author. a | | 
This 
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BOOKʒ IX. STATIUS's THE BAID. 459 
« This thou waſt wont to deck, in my Deſpight, 

« And make the tender Office thy Delight. 

« To this funereal Rites thou ſhalt aſſign ; 

« And Oh remember, what I now injoin: 1290 
« My ſylvan Weapons grant to no Demands, 

« Leſt they grow blunt in unexperienc'd Hands : 


« Let my lov'd Hounds enjoy Repoſe, nor own 


« Another Lord, and feed from Hands unknown: 


« But burn theſe uſeleſs Arms on yonder Plain, 1295 


Or hang them up in cruel Cynthia's Fane, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


HIS Book opens with an Harangue of Eteocles to his 
Soldiers, in which he adviſes them to attack the Gre- 
dans Camp by Night. The Hadies Argos go in Pro- 


ceſſion to Juno's Temple, and implore the Bleſſing of that 
Goddeſs upon the Arms of the Allies. She ſenas Iris to 
Somnus, 10 perſuade him to ſet the Thebans in à deep 
Sleep. This being done, Thiodamas influences the Troops 
to ſally forth, and maſſacre the Thebans in their Intrench- 
ments. A ſeleft party is orden d toi accompeny, him by 


Adraſtus. They make a great Slaughter, and Morning 


Z drawing near, devote the 7 rophies to Apollo, and then 


retire. Hopleus and Dymas go in queſt of the Bodies of 


Tydeus and Parthenopæus, but are intercepted by Am- 
phion and flain. A party of the Enemy ruſh into Thebes, 
and fall vittims to. their: own Ruſhpeſs.. | Title Citizens in 
great Conſternation at this Irruption, apply to Tireſias, 
 wwho informs them, that they can only be ſaved by the vo- 


luntary Death of Menceceus. That Hero, touch'd with 
Compaſſion for his Country, firſt ſtabs himſelf, and then 
leaps off the Tower upon his Enemies. In the mean Time 
Capaneus exerts himſelf in a very extraordinary Manner, 
and having ſcaled the Walls of Thebes, is ſtruck down 
and killed by Jupiter with Lightning for his Impiety. 
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Yet grieves, ſo many alien Troops ſhou'd fall! 5 
By Fates unjuſt before the Theban Wall. 8 61 * 
The Plain unfolds a Scene of Horror. — Here 


b.. 8% Bo ning Wheels oberkung] As in every juſt Hiftory-Pic- | 


„ ture (to uſe the Alluſion of; Mr Pepe) there is ane principal Figure, | i 


to which all the reſt refer and are ſubſervient; ſo in each Battel of 


2 the.Thebaid there is one principal Perſon, that may properly be call- | | [ | 
„ ed the Hero of that Day and Action. This Conduct preſerves the — 


Unity of the Piece, and keeps the Imagination from being diſtrac- 
ted and confuſed with a wild Number of independent Figures, 


obſerved. In the ſeventh Book 4mphiarays is the leading Character, 
nices; and in this, Capureus, whoſe Death and Exploits with the 


Deſcription of the Palace of Sleep render this. Book equal, if not. 
luperiour to any of the preceding, ab ahi | 
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os Evening Wheels o'efiunge#Helperiui Hunde,, 

And dewy night advanc'd at ves Command, we : 1 ; | 
Who from Olympus with unpitying Eyes N 5 © 4s: Wl 
The Rage and Slaughter of the Fight deſcrie s 


Confug'dly heap'd, Cars, Horſes, Arms appear, Wil | 
Diſmember'd Heroes, Hearts that beat no more Wt | 
To Glory's Call, and Trunks diſguis d with Gore, 10 N 


f 
which have na Subordination to each other. In this Particular Sa- vl 
ar has followed the. Example of Hemer, as the Reader muſt have bil 
| 
| 


in the eighth Yydaus, in the ninth Hippomedon, in the eleventh Poly= 1 il | 
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Inenos ſwells, nor midſt our warlike Toils 
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Then the diſhonour'd Hoſt, their Enſigns torn, - 


Withdraw their Bands, with Length of Combate worn; 
The Gates, unclos'd, admit the leſſen'd Train 


With half the Eaſe, they ſent them to the Plain. 


They grieve, yet find ſome Solace to their Griefs, 1; 


As four, the braveſt of the Grecian Chiefs 


Were ſlain.—Their Legions roam without a Guide, 


Like Veſſels toſt on Ocean's billowy Tide, DER 
Whoſe Courſe un-ſteer'd the Winds and Tempeſts ſway, 
And Chance conducts them o'er the watry Way. 20 
From this alone the Tyrians bolder grown, 
No longer fear the Capture of the Town, 
But hoping Conqueſt, ſtudy to prevent 
The Foe's Eſcape, ſhou'd that be their Intent. RN 24 
The Watch-word flies through all th' aſſembled Hoſt; 
The Guards, by Turns diſpos'd, maintain their Poſt. 
By Lot to Mages, and to Lycus falls 


The Poſt of Honour. Now beneath che v Walls 


At their Command Arms, Food and Fire they 2 
Harangu'd, as follows, by the joyful King. 30 


Aſſume, ye Vanquiſhers of Grecce, ye Rods 


I 0 ſcourge the Foes of Thebes and of the Gods, 


Freſh Courage, and your raviſh'd Fame retrieve; 
Nor at this Interval of Darkneſs grieve, 


Which -bounds our Ire: we'll finiſh what's begun 5 5 
Befere the ſetting of To-morrow's Sun. 


See Lerna's Glory humbled in the Duſt, 
The Chiefs, in whom ſhe moſt repos'd her Truſt ! 


By vengeful Heav'n her boaſted TJydeus fell; 39 
The Seer's black Shade ſurpriz'd the Pow'rs of Hell TK 


With ſtern Hippomedoy's triu mphal Spoils 


Ran 


teen 
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Rank we th? Arcadian's Death. The Premium lies 
In our own Breafts, and Plunder is our Prize. 


No more, each at his Cohort's Van, appear 45 


The ſev'n fam'd Creſts, or glitter in the Rear. 
Then fear ye Capaneus, whoſe Valour's Rage, 
My Brother's Youth, and th' Argive Monareh's Age? 


Haſte, Warriors, haſte, and while intrench'd they lie, 


Surround with Flames, nor give them time to fly. 30 
Within our Reach the glorious Conqueſt ſtands, 


And the rich Prey hes ready to our Hands. 


The Thebans thus he fires with promis'd Spoils, 


And urges to renew their proſp'rous Toils. 5 65 
They turn'd juſt as they were, nor waſh'd away 33 


The Sweat and Blood of the preceding Day : 


Their deareſt Friends from their Embrace they ſhook, 


No Pauſe they make, and no Enquiries brook, 
The Troops in ſev'ral Parties then divide, 


And gird the Front, the Back, and either Side 60 
Of the Greek Trench with Flames. —At Depth of NF ight 


Thus rav 'ning Wolves i in hideous Throngs vaite, 


v. 61. 4. Dep th of Nt Ni 237 Firgil h has ah . fine Sitaile i in 11 
ninth Book, 485 from the ſame Animal. | . 


Ac veluti pleno L894 inſidiatus ovili, 

Cum fremit ad caulas, ventos perpeſſus, & imbres, 
Nocte ſuper medis : tuti ſub matribus agni 
Balatum exercent: ille aſper, & improbus irà, 

Szvit in abſentes: collecta fatigat edendi 
Ex longo ranges, & ſiccæ ſanguine fauces. 


Tafſo has trinſoribed the firſt Part of this Compariſon i in the nine- 
teenth Canto of his Jeruſalem ; | 


Qual lupo predatore al aer bruno 

Le chiuſe mandre, inſidiando, aggira, 
Secco l' avide fauci, e nel digiuno 
Da nativo odio ſtimolato, e d' ira. 


G g And 
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And, . urg'd with Luft of long- untaſted Food, 

Deſert their Haunts, and ſeek the fleecy Brood. 

Vain Hope torments their Maws, as in the Gale 6; 
They ſnuff their Breath, and liſt'ning at the Pale, 
Catch their hoarſe Bleatings. StifF at length with Cold, 

In Impotence of Anger, at the Fold of 

They dart their Claws, and while the Foam runs o'er, 
Gnaſh their ſharpTeeth, and threat th? obſtructing Door, 

Meanwhile at Argos an aſſembled Train 71 
Of ſuppliant Dames proceed to Funo's Fane: 

There, proſtrate at her Altars, they implore 

5 Her Aid divine, and _ her to * 


v. 71. — at Argos an af bleu 7. ale] This Tana F 
the Grecian Matrons to the Temple of Juno, with their Offerings, 
and the Ceremonies is copied from the fixth Book of the IIiad, 
where the * Women make the ſame Proceſſion to Mineros 
"SOS 1 5 
Al & er. yndy rave — * Na Gn, 
T5901 Nes Lie Ototyw vine. 8 
Aids APALY THT a 4944 eig e 
Ho & «get Timo) tate Fromm nabe. 
O71xty "ANtvarns tri YEIETY jUKphore. 


Virgil has alſo introduced it among the Fi n in the Picture at 
Carthage. Zneid. i. v. 483. 
Interea ad templum non æquæ Palladis ibant 


Crinibus Iliades paſſis, peplumque ferebant 
Suppliciter triſtes ; & tunſis pectora palmis, 


He has copied it again in the eleventh Book ; 


| Necnon ad templum ſummaſque ad Palladis arces 
Subvenitur magna matrum regina caterrs, 


Dona ferens : 
Succedunt matres, & templum chure vaporant, 
Et mceſtas alto fundunt de Limine voces. 

But I think, our Author's is more conformable to the Chriſtian 
Syſtem ; the Worſhip whereof 1s grounded more on Love than 
Fear, and ſeems directed rather to implore the Aſſiſtance and Pro. 
tection of a benevolent Being, than avert the Malice and Anger of 
a wrathful and miſchievous Demon. ; 

: | Their 
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Their abſent F riends. On the cold Stones they fall, 75 
They preſs their Faces to the Doors and Wall, 

And teach their little Sons Religion's Care. 

Now ſets the Day, conſum'd in Vows and Pray'r, 


And Night ſucceeds, when heap'd with watchful Fires, 
Their Altars blaze: the Smoke aſcends in Spires. 80 


A coſtly Veil too, as a Gift, they brought, 

No barren Hand the ſhining Veſt had wrought; 

Rich was it's Texture, and it's every Part 

Was labour'd o'er with more than vulgar Art, 

The Ground was purple, glorious to behold, 9g 5 

With Foliage interwove, and Flow'rs of Gold. 

There 7unz's ſelf with Eyes caſt downward lande, 

Betroth'd, not fetter'd yet in nuptial Bands; 

Aſham'd to fink the Siſter in the Spouſe, | 

Her roſy Cheek with graceful Bluſhes glows, 90 

And, yet a Stranger to his furtive Love, 1 

She prints ſweet Kiſſes on her youthful Jove. 

With this the ſacred Iv'ry they inveſt, 

And weeping, thus their humble Suit addreſt, | 

O Queen of Heav'n, and all th' etherial Pow rs! 95 

| Behold the Tyrian Harlot's impious Tow'rs! Ty 

Burſt all her Gates, hurl all her Rampires down, 

And with new Light'nings blaſt the guilty Town. 

How can ſhe act? — She knows the Will of Fate, 

And fears with Jove to enter in Debate; 200 

Yet ſorrows, leſt the Gifts of mighty Coſt, 

Their ardent Pray'rs, and Sacrifice be loſt. 

While thus ſhe mus'd, auſpicious Chance beſtows 

A Time to aid, and grant their pious Vows. | 

From her bright Throne ſhe ſees the Portals clos'd, 
And wakeful Guards around the Trench diſpos d. 106 
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468 - STATIUS's THE BAID. Book X. 
*Wrath and Revenge her ſpleenful Boſom OR, OH 
And as ſhe mov'd, her Crown terrific ſhook, 


Such was her Rage, when from her ſtarry Plain 
She view'd Alcmene's Son with ſtern Diſdain, 110 


And griev'd, that Thebes ſhou'd bring *two Baſtard-Boys 


To Light, the Fruits of Fove's adult'rous Joys. 

She dooms the Thebans then to Death, who keep 
The mighty Watch, when lock'd in ſudden Sleep: 
In Iris now ſhe veſts the whole Command, 115 


And lodges all the weighty Charge in Hand, 
Who bends her Progreſs to the World below, 


Suſpending high in Air her various Bow. 
Far on the Confines of the weſtern Main, 
Where hog bounds her wide oma, 00 


8 Hercules and 13 the former being he Son of Aleman, 
and the latter of Semele. 


v. 119. Far on the Confines] The Poets have differed 3 in their Ac- 


counts of the Situation of this Court of Morpheus: Homer places it 
at Lemnss, Ovid with the Cimmerians, a People of Scythia, and ours 


above AÆthiopia. TheVerſes marked are ſome that are not in all the 
"Editions: but which I have rendered on the Authority of Grone- 


dias. This Deſcription is preferable to that of the Temple of Mars 


in the ſeventh Book, but rivalled by that of the Palace of this 
* in the 11th Book of the Metamorphuſes. 


Eft prope Cincievies longo Spelunca receſſu, 
Mons cavus, ignavi domus, et penetralia Somni; 
Quo nunquam radius oriens, mediuſve, cadenſve 

"Phoebus adire poteſt. Nebulæ caligine miſtæ 
Exhalantur humo: dubiæque crepuſcula lucis. 
Non vigil ales ibi criſtati cantibus oris + 
Evocat Auroram : nec voce ſilentia rumpunt 
Sollicitive canes, canibuſve ſagacior anſer. 
Non fera, non pecudes, non moti flumine rami, 
HFumanæve ſonum reddunt convicia linguæ 
_ Muta quies habitat. Saxo tamen exit ab imo 
Rivas aquz Lethes : per quem olim murmure labens 
Invitat ſomnos crepitantibus unda lapillis. 
Ante fores antri fæcunda papavera florent, 
Innumera que herbæ, ee de lere ſoporem 
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There ſtands a Grove, that caſts a Shade afar, 
Impenetrable to the brighteſt Star, 


Beneath whoſe hollow Rocks a Cave deſcends 


Of depth immenſe, and in the Mountain ends. 


Here all-diſpoſing Nature fix'd th' Abode =! 


Of Somnus, and ſecur'd the drowzy God. 

Sloth, who ſcarce knows an Interval from Sleep, 
Reſt motion-leſs, and dark Oblivion keep 
Eternal Sentry at the gloomy Gate: 


There liſtleſs Eaſe, and awful Silence ſate os Ml 30 


With cloſe- contracted Wings, and, ſtill as Death, 


Repell the Winds, and huſh each Murmur 8 Breath 


No ruſtling Foliage here is heard to move, 
No feather'd Songſters warble thro' the Grove; 


No Lightnings glare, no craſhing Thunders roar, 13 5 


No foamy Waves, rebounding from the Shore. 


The neighb'ring Stream along the Valley glides, 
And rolls between the Rocks his noiſeleſs Tides. 


The ſable Herds and Flocks from Food abſtain, 


Or only graze, N on the Plain: En: 140 


Mas 1 et t ſyacoit per opacas THIF bo terras, 
Janua, quz verſo ſtridorem cardine reddat, 
Nulla domo toto eſt ; cuſtos in limine nullus. 
At medio torus eſt, ebeno ſublimis in atra, 
Plumeus, unicolor, pullo velamine tectus: 
Quo cubat ipſe Deus, membris languore ſolutis. 
Hunc circa paſſim varias imitantia formas 
Somnia vana jacent totidem, quot meſlis ariſtas, 
Silva gerit frondes, ejectas littus arenas. 


I think the Ovidian Circumſtance of its having no Gates, which 


might make a Noiſe by the Turning of their Hinges, is proper e- 


nough: but our Author's Accaunt of the greateſt Provocatives to 


Sleep is very juſt, and a great ee on che preceding 


' Deſcription, 
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470 STATIUSs THEBAID. Book X. 

Nor ſtops th' Infection here, but ſpreads around, 
And withers Herbs juſt ſpringing from the Ground. 
Within a thoufand Statues of the God Tn 

<« Were grav'd by Vulcan. — Here was ſeen to nod 
«Pleaſure, with over-a&ted Joys oppreſs'd, 145 

And healthful Toil, ne'er phyſick'd into Reſt, 

« There Love from am'rous Cares a Reſpite ſtole, 
And Bacchus ſnor'd o'er a half-finiſh'd Bowl. 
„Deep, deep within Death, his Half. Brother, lies, 

His Face was void of Terror, clos'd his Eyes. 140 


| ö Beneath the Dew-beſpangled Cavern lay 
1 The God himſelf, and doz'd his Cares away. 
14 The Roof was verdant; his own Poppies ſpread 
1 1 A Carpet oft, and ſwell'd the rifing Bed. 
1 His Mouth, half- hut, breaths ene Steams, 133 
1 And his warm Veſts exhale the vap'ry Streams. 
we One Hand ſuſtains his Head; the Horn drops down, : 
þ . Unheeded, from his other torpid grown. 
1 A thouſand various Dreams attend their Chief, 
1 1 Truths mix'd with Falſhood, Joys alloy'd with Grief: 
þ * The Sons of Darkneſs theſe, and Night's black Hoſts, 
— On Earth they lie, or cleave to Beams and Poſts. 
j 4 Some ſlender Glimm'rings faintly ſhine between, 
1 And ſerve to make the Gloom more clearly ſeen. 
— 11 Here, pois'd on equal Pinions, Iris flies, 165 
13 | And draws a thouſand Colours from the Skies. 4 
f 1 | At her approach the Woods, the Vales below a 
13 | Smile, and reflect the Radiance of her Bow: 
4 | While the dark Dome, ſtruck by her glitt'ring Zone, 
i - Burſts into Light, and Splendors not it's own, 170 
I i Still Proof againſt th' irradiating Gleams, 
19 And heav ly Voice, the n Godhead dreams, 2 
1 | 
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Till with freſh Light ſhe ſtrengthen'd ev'ry Ray, 
And in his Eyes infus'd the golden Day : 


Then ſcarce awake, and half unclos'd his Eyes, 75 


He lifts his Head. — The ſhow'ry Goddeſs cries. 

O Somnus, gentleſt of the Pow'rs above, 

At Juno's Suit, the Siſter- Queen of Fove, 

On Thebes thy ſoporific Arts employ, . 
Who, fluſh'd with Conqueſt and unruly Joy, 180 
The Grecian Trench beleaguer.— Diſobey 
Thy juſt Commands, and” Night's alternate 3 
Grant her Requeſt then, ſnatch the Time to pleaſe 
That rarely comes, and wrathful Jove . 

By means of Juno s interceding Aid. 
This Mandate giv'n, the many. .colour'd Maid 
Ceas'd not, but leſt ſhe give her Charge | in vain, 
Thrice ſhook him, and repeats it o'er again. 
Thus importun'd the Pow'r of Hunde nods 


Aſſent. The fair attendant of the Gods, 190 


Clog'd with thick Vapors, quits the dark Domain, 


And points her Rays, grown blunt with frequent Rain, 


He too call'd forth his Speed, and active Pow'rs, 
With bluſtring Winds diſturb'd the peaceful Hours, 


And ſpreads his Mantle out, contracted, bent, 193 


And ſtiffen'd rich the e Bu 


v. 184. . wwrathful Tove appeaſe] We know not, in what Sen- 
aus offended Jupiter, unleſs it was in ſetting him to ſleep, in order 
that June might ſhipwreck Hercules in his Voyage home from Trey, 
as he himſelf tells that Goddeſs in the 14th Book of the Iliad, 


"Hos 50% per 1 An; vooy poppe 
Ni0uge- au . Zo a ol an la lou 4. 
| O ęeue ap gabi Every $6 rin GNTO 

Kay lu k,’ Kowv 09 Yao ppiyny dar iyet tas 


Nicp. oA rie. 2 80 T1 pojetr®- irt. 


| © 


Then, 


2 — _ 3 — 75 ; S , 
= - _- ” hs 
* X - = 8 % a4 cum — — — 2 EIS 
T b = ASS r 2 — . 


— oe 
2 * 


— . — 25 : 
RRR R ůmͤ E r i A 


- = A PR — — — CC — 
— — Fad 2 7 2 2 — E — * — — — 3323 * ts _ N 2 o - = - - 
— n — . ̃ — AAA 2 4 n RL” k _ — * a == 2 Y _ — —— > $5 4 — 
—- — L 4 — 2 — 8 — — R_ — — — e —— 2 — — 
2 — 2 * * + AL o ww ff — 4 4 . 
1 — = — 8 — wu + Eo 8 . p 2—— — = — — — * — — — — — — — 
* Ing 2 3 1 > m_—_ Eh * — — — — . - - 3 _ 
& ; "oy + — Dew — * 
— — 1 
> r 2 . 8 8 OT Og : 1 * pl * „ a 1 * — r — — 
« 4b #% — C "4 _ — * GIS * - ; _ „ 3 ; : * G5 Get * — 955 — — : — * 4 
_ . — — * 5 —— es” * — 79 — bo —— © = * COVE 7 
gm > 3 —.— r owl ny > = — ß = ——— —ů— — — . 3 R- 3 . * * — —— — 
- - _—_— — — 8 — < — =—X 2 — — —— == - 5 — jr EC: 2 — — - q — * — 
* 2 * 22 * * pu — — — — —ͤ— = pl _ —— x re 3 4 * * —— = 4 — 222 —— N 3 33 — — % 
— 2 3 I 22 — - — _ — — — — CI 2 2 r a " > — — — * - Py 
— — —— — — — —̃ä (2ñ— ” — 2 — 2 . a . — — — — 5 7 2 . 2 a . . # - 1 
2 r W r - *. — - $- OAT. rye; * E Fs * 3 re nent \ — a ll * * „ . 2 
— (Low, _ 7 WT —— E — — 8 2 - * — - os * — . - > 
© > IS 2 —— - pans - — 2 3 2 23 WH — A. r £ . wor * THE b - — . 
22 2 — _- — * pad — — * ” 9 8 le 6. * & * pct — — — ws 
— - > — — tm D g P - ; — * 2 BY 2 - a 
* — "=" Wit 4 * * of ö 


5 2 — 
* 2 CENTS CD — 
— — 


——— — — — —-— — - 
33K % i⅛ A2 _ 
hos ß — — omar gs 


With Weight unwonted on ; their Boſoms fall. — 215 
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"Then, bending thro? the Skies his ſilent Flight, 


O'erhangs the Tori Plains from Heav'n's mid. 
height, 


His Breath alone extends upon the Ground 


Herds, Flocks and Birds, and ſtills the World around, 
Wheree'er he takes his Way, the Billows flide 201 


From off the Rocks, and howling Storms ſubſide : 
The Clouds condenſe, the F oreſts nod on high, 


And falling Stars deſert the drowzy SKY, 


Firſt ſudden Miſts, wide ſpreading o'er the Field, 209 
The Preſence of the Deity reveabd, 
Then ftrait the ſenſeleſs Dins and Riot ceaſe, 


And the late noiſy Camp is huſh'd in Peace: 


But, when he ſtretches out his humid Wings, 
And, circumfus'd in pitchy Darkneſs, flings 219 
His Poppies far and wide — They roll their es, 
And on the Tongue th' imperfect Accent dies, 
Then from weir op'ning Hands, diſarm'd by Reſt, 
| They drop their Shiclds and Spears: their Head: 


depreſt 


3 
And now the God of Silence reigns ofer all: 


The Courſers fink to ſleep at his Command, 
And ſudden Aſhes quench'd each flaming Brand. 

But the bland Pow'r of Night (as was injoin'd) 

To Thebes alone his opiate Gifts confin d; 220 
From the confed'rate Camps he drives away 

His Miſts : — awake, as in the Blaze of Day. 


They ſtand in Arms, and fir'd with juſt Diſdain, 


Expect the menac'd Fray, and hoſtile Train, 


„ 
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Lo! chilling Horror creeps thro? all the Breaſt 225 
Of their ſage Prophet, by the God poſſeſt, 

And urges him tumultuous to diſcloſe 

The Fates Deſigns upon his Country's Foes, 
Whether this Inſight Pbæbus had inſpir d, 


Or Juno with prophetic Fury fir d. 230 


Dreadful in Voice and Look, he ſprings abroad, 
By * 8 n PE. over-aw'd, 


v. 22 5. as ! chilling "ILY Canine: this with the following 


f Paſſages of Virgil and Tryphiadoras. 


Ventum erat ad limen, cum Virgo: * Poſcere fata 
„Tempus, ait: Deus, ecce Deus.“ Cui talia fanti 
Ante Fores, ſabito non vultus, non color unus, 

Non comptæ manſere come : ſed pectus anhelum, 
Et rabie fera corda tument, majorque videri, 

Nec mortale ſonans: afflata eſt numine quando 
Tam Propiore Dei, —— En. 8 
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There is one 8 of Similitude between the Deſeriptions 
of Tryphiodorus and Statius, that makes me think one of them bor- 
rowed from the other; and that is the Likeneſs of the Compariſon: 
For as the Phrenzy of Thiodamas is compared to that of one of Cy- 


bele's Prieſts, ſo the Fury of Caſſandra is illuſtrated by that of a 
Thracian Bacchanal. But who is the Original in this Caſe cannot 


be known, till the Time, in which 7 ryphiodorus fiouriſhed is aſcer- 
tained, which MrMerrick, his Tranſlator, aſſures us is not yet done. 


And 


— . 7— ům»²¹mꝰC Ä — AR a 


474 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book X. 
And foams and quakes, unable to controul 
The lab'ring Impulſe of his maſter'd Soul, 
His haggard Face with Heat unwonted glows, 235 
And by quick Turns his Colour comes and goes: 
He rolls his Eyes around; his Locks, that flow 
Diſorder'd, ſhake the Chaplet on his Brow. 
At Periods thus the Pbrygian Zealot raves, 
Whom Cybele from his terrific Caves, 240 
Or Shrines allures, nor tho” he bleeds, he knows 
His Arms are hack'd and ſeam'd with frequent Blows, 
He plies the holy Pine, and whirls around 
His Hair: the Motion deadens ev'ry Wound. 
The Field, and gory Tree are ſeiz'd with Fear, 245 
And the ſcar'd Lions high her Chariot rear. 5 
Now to the Council-Hall, and awful Dome 
With Standards hung, the madding Seer had come: 
Aaraſtus here preſides o'er the Debate, 


And plans the Welfare of th' indanger d State: 2 50 


The Peers of Argos ſtand, and form a Ring 
About the Throne of their conſulting King, 
Advanc'd by the late Deaths, nor do they thank 
The cruel Stroke, that elevates their Rank. 


As when a Veſſel has her Pilot loſt f l 


In a mid - voyage, half the Ocean croſs d, 

One, who with Skill the Prow or Side-Decks guides, 
Succeeds, and at the widow'd Helm preſides ; 
Th' aſtoniſh'd Ship then wonders as ſhe goes, Y 
With equal Speed, and equal Steerage knows. 260 
Thus to the Greeks the ſprightly Seer imparts 

Freſh Spirits, and re-foctifies their Aearts: 
Heav'n's Mandates, and Advice of high Import 

To you, renowned Chieftains, we report. 


Think 
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Think not, theſe weighty Accents are my own; 265 


A God inſpires them, whoſe prophetic Crown, 
Approv'd by your conſenting Voice, J wear, 

Nor in Deſpite of him, theſe Enſigns bear. 
This Night, now big with many a daring Deed, 


By Fate for glorious Treachery's decreed: - 270 


Lo! Honour calls, and Fortune aſks your Hands 
To act, and Hearts to dare, what ſhe commands. 
The Thebans ſleep —Then let this Night repay 

The deathful Feats, and Carnage of the Day. 
To Arms, to Arms — this Hour ſhall make Amends 
For all, and ſerve as Fun'rals to our Friends: 
Burſt we the Gates, ſhou'd they our Wrath oppoſe, 
And turn the Tide of Vengeance on our Foes. 
For by theſe Tripods, and th* untimely Fate 


Of our late Augur, in the laſt Debate 1 


This, warn'd by fav'ring Omens, I beheld, 
What Time our Hoſt, by hoſtile Force repell'd, 
Forſook the Fight; but now the Pow'rs divine 
Confirm, repeat, and clear the former Sign, 


Beneath the Covert of the ſilent Night 285 


| The Seer himſelf ſtood manifeſt to Sight, 


V. 269. This Night, now big with many a] This Machine is very 
beautiful; and indeed a Contrivance to repair the Acts of the laſt 


Day by this Night-Adventure was very neceſſary, as the Greets 
were very much diſpirited by the Death of the four Leaders. The 


Hint of it is taken from the 10th Book of the Iliad, where Dio- 


mede and Ulyes ſally out upon the like Errand ; or from the gth of 
the Aneid, where Mus and Euryalus make an Expedition of this 


Kind, and give Riſe to a noble Epiſode. And here I cannot but 


take Notice, how amiab!," Adrafius appears to us, who ever anxious 
for the Good of his People, keeps awake and calls a Council to 
ſettle the Means of their Preſervation, in this Behaviour we may 
diſcover the Marks of an affectionate Father, a ſincere Friend, a 
patriotic King, and a prudent General. 
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From Earth emerg d; ſuch as alive he ſhone, + - 
The Colour of his Steeds was chang'd alone. 

I ſpeak no Viſions of the Night profound, 
Nor Prodigies in Slumber only found. 290 


Doſt thou (he cry'd) permit the Greets to loſe | 
This fair Occaſion, ſure they can't refuſe ? 
| Reſtore, degen'rate Chief, theſe Wreaths reſtore, 
So ill-deſery*d, nor fo diſgrac'd before. 
I taught thee not for this the Myſteries e 95 
Of Heav'n, or how to read each Wing, that flies. 
But come at leaſt—on Thebes revenge my Death, 
And with thy Sword ſuppreſs their forfeit Breath. 
He ſaid, and urg'd me to the nightly War. 
With his uplifted Spear, and all his Car. 300 
Snatch then the Vengeance, which the Gods beſtow ; 
No more, Man clos'd with Man, we ſeek the Foe ; 
Fenceleſs they lie; and we've full Pow'r to rage: 
But who with me will in th* Emprize engage, 
And, while the Fates permit, his Glory raiſe 30g 
On this firm Baſe, and win eternal Praiſe ? Tau 
Mark yon repeated Omens of the Night, 
Auſpicious Birds! — PII follow them to fight, 
Tho none ſhou'd ſecond me: for lo! again 
He drives his ratling Chariot o'er the Plain. 310 


v. 308. PII follow them to fight] This recalls to my Remembrance 


a ſimilar Rant, which Homer puts into the Mouth of Diomede, tho 
perhaps, with leſs propriety : as in him it was the Reſult of down- 
Tight Raſhneſs, but in our Augur, of an honeſt Confidence in the 
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Thus with exalted Voice the Chief exclaims 
Piercing the Night's dull Ear, and all inflames ; 


As by one Pow'r inſpir'd, with him they join, 
Reſolv'd to ſhare, whate'er the Fates deſign. 


Full thirty Warriors, at the King's Command, 315 


He ſingles out, the Flow'r of all the Band: 
But Envy ſwell'd each other Argive's Breaſt, 


Eager of Action, Enemy to Reft ; 


Some deem their Race a Merit, and make known 
Their Grandſire's Actions, others boaſt their own, 320 | 


Or will, that Lots be caſt. —This ſeen, the King 


Exults, buoy'd up on Hope's aſpiring Wing, 


On Pholoe thus the Rearer of the Steed, 


When the kind Spring renews his gen'rous Breed, 
With Joy views theſe ſtrain up the Mountain-Steep, 
_ Thoſe with their Dams contend, or dare the Deep: 


Then much he muſes, which are fit to train 
For rural Labours, or th? embattled Plain, 


Which beſt would ſerve the Chace, or ſooneſt riſe 
To Palms Elzan, and th' Olympic Prize? 330 


Such honeſt Glee the hoary Monarch ſhows, | 


Nor checks their Ardors, nor leſs eager glows. 
What Gods (he cries) ſo ſudden, yet ſo late 
Thus e to fave th' afflicted State? 


v. 32 3. On Pholoe bai Hh illuſtrates the 3 which rat, 
difplays on viewing the Diſcipline and Valour of his Troops by 


that of a Shepherd, an ſeeing his F locks - in good Plight, as s he 
leads them to Water. 
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In open Fight.- 
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Are theſe the Seeds of Courage, that withſtood 335 
Diſtreſs ſo long, the Ebb of gen'rous Blood ? 
IIluſtrious Youths, I praiſe you, and enjoy | 
Sedition, rais'd thro* Ardor to deſtroy : 

But, as we meditate a fraudful Blow, 

Our Motions muſt be private, leſt tney know. 340 
A noiſy Crowd ill fuits with dark Deſigns, nl 
Reſtrain your Rage, till Sol returning ſhines, 

Then we'll all ſally out, to War releas'd. — 

* Sooth'd by theſe Words, their youthful Fury ceas d. 
As when ſtern Aolus rolls the huge — 5 
Before his Cave, and from his airy Throne 
Confines the Winds, all eager to engage, 

And pour upon the Deeps their bluſt'ring 8 Rage. 5 
The Seer Agylleus to the Taſk aſſign'd. ys 
And Afor,—This was ſkill'd to ſway the Mind 35⁰ 
With bland Perſuaſion; ; that, Alcides Son, 
Boaſts equal Strength. and equal Trophies won. 
Beneath each Chief ten Warriors take their Way; 
Which might alone the Theban Hoſt affray 

-The Seer himſelf lays down 355 
The Enſigns of his God, the Laurel-Crown, 


And Fillet, that confines his flowing Hair, 


Commended to the aged Monarch's Care: 


Book the 10th, v. 21 


In Polynices Mail his Breaſt he cas'd, 
And on his Head the proffer'd Helmet lac d. 3060 


Stern Capaneus a Sword to Actor gave, 


For he himſelf, immoderately brave, 


v. „ 361. Stern Capaneus a Sued to Afr] That i it was a Cuſtom 
among the Ancients to make Preſents of this Kind to Adventurers, 
before they ſet out on an Expedition, is evident from Homer s Iliad, 


Todd. 


23 


40 


35 


45 
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, Diſdains Heav'n' s Guidance, and the Night 8 Alarms. 


With Nomius then Agylleus changes Arms; 
For little would avail the Archer now, 365 


The Shafts Herculean, and unerring Bow. 


Thus, ſheath'd in radiant Arms, they quit their Tents, 


And, headlong, from the ſteepy Battlements 


Leap down, leſt, ſhou'd they thro? the Portals take 


Their Way, the brazen Hinge the Thebans wake. 370 27 
Stretch'd on the Ground, they view the ready Prey: 

As ſlain already, motionleſs they lay. . 
Wheree' er you liſt, my brave Companions, go, 


And hew a Paſſage thro” the ſleeping Foe, 
(With Voice diſtin&, the Prieſt exhorting cry'd) 37 5 
Nor ſpare the Bleſſing, which the Gods provide. 


You ſee the Foe expos'd upon the Plain : 
Did theſe ? I ſpeak with Anger and Diſtain) 
Did theſe coop up our Warriors in their Wall, 
Blind to their Intreſt, deaf to Glory's Call? 380 


rodebn E Bet Apnea Oepruids 
| Oo gevey EuPnyxt5 Ls 1 toy 7080, Yu ag,! 
N Kay oex95* &uQ1 N oi xuvidw a Dαi t n 
Tavgalu, eie, 2 d A, 17s KT 070% | 
| KixAnTay. "Putmry 5 bn dig ealnav. 
 Mngaovns bY o d g, 105 Gugingho, 
Ld Kay CeO. «ui 3 ol xuviky N ons 


PS eln. 


And from Virgil's "Eneid, Book the a Line 303. 


Sic ait illacrymans : humero ſimul exuit enſem 
Auratum, mira quem fecerat arte Lycaon 
Gnoſſius atque habilem vagina aptarat eburna. 
Dat Niſo Mneſtheus pellem, horrentiſque Leonis 
Exuvias: galeam fidus permutat Alethes. 


The holy Scriptures likewiſe make mention of a Gmiler Gift: Sa- 


muel, Book 1ſt, Chap. 18. ver. 4. And Jonathan ſtript himſelf off 


the Robe, that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his 
* Garments even to his Sword, and to his Bow, and to his Girdle. 


This 
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But bathes his Steps in Purple, as he goes: 
Limbs, Trunks and fever'd Heads he leaves behind, 


Stretch'd on a Couch one doz'd, one Preſs d the Field, 


of War, and foul Debauch, a motley Scene. | 
Some on their maſſy Bucklers ſtood reclin'd, 


By Morpheus 1 in the Bands of ſoft Repoſe. 

So various were the Poſtures of the Foes. 
Here, clad in Arms, Saturnia takes her Stand, 
A Torch held forth to guide her favour'd Band; 
She points the Bodies out, with Fury warms 


The filent Joy beneath his conſcious Breaſt. 
Dull'd with Succeſs, his Wrath is at a Stand; 
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This faid; in Wrath he drew his glit t ring Brand, 

And paſs'd the dying Troops with rapid Hand. 
Who can recount the Slaughter ? who can name 
The Groupe of vulgar Deaths, unknown to F ame? 
His Rage no Rule, his Sword no Limits knows; 3 385 


And hears their Groans remurmur'd in the Witid. 


Another, ſtumbling, overlay'd his Shield: 390 
Here Goblets lie, there Weapons ſtrew'd between, 


Like lifeleſs Statues; juſt as they're confin'd 


Their gen'rous Breaſts, and ſtrings their nervous Arms. 
Thiodamas pereeiv'd her, but ſuppreſs dd 401 


Blunt grows the Falchion, weary is his Hand. 
As when the Native of the Caſpian Wood _ 4% 
(Some Tiger fierce) has gorg'd his Maw with Food, 

His beauteous Spots confus'd with clotted Gore, 
He views the Prey, and grieves his Hunger's o er. 
The weary Prophet thus ſurveys the Slain, 
And mourns his vanquiſh'd Arm, but mourns in vain: 
He wiſhes now a freſh Increaſe of Might, 411 

A hundred Arms, and hundred Hands to fight, _ 
TS | Then 


— — 
— —— — —— _ — 


y 


18. 


en 


Book x STATIUSs THEBAID. 


Then tir'd of Menaces, and wordy Rage, 
He hopes the riſing Thebans may engage. 
At Diſtance Actor, and the Chief, who trac'd 413 
His Lineage from Alcmena's Son, lay waſte 

The Tyrian Forces. Each a Crowd ſucceeds, 

And trails a bloody Path along the Meads. 


The matted Graſs ſtands high in ſable Blood, 
And from the Tents deſcends a recking Flood. 420 


The Breath of Sleep and Death thick ſteams around, 
And with the recent Slaughter ſmoaks the Ground. 
Supinely as at firſt, each Thevar lies, 

Nor lifts his Head, nor opes his heavy Eyes. 


With ſuch wide-hov' ring Wings the God invades 425 


The wretched Crew, and ſpreads ofer all his Shades. 
Talmenus, unknowing Reſt, had ſtrung 


_ His Harp to Phebzs, and in Concert ſung 
A lofty Pear in the Tyrian Strain, | | 
| Doom'd never to behold him riſe again: 430 
His Neck, with Sleep's incumbent Weight depreſs d, 


Swerv'd to the left, and ſunk upon Rag Breaft ; 


This ſeen, Aylleus drove his piercing Brand 
Sheer thro? his Breaſt, and ſtruck his better Hand; 


Whoſe taper Fingers trembled on the Strings, 435 
Forc'd by the Stroke the vital Spirit wings 
Its Way to Hell.— The Tables down he ſpurns, 


And back ward in the Bowls the Wine returns: 
The wid'ning Wound emits a copious Flood 
Of Bacchus heady Juice, and mingled Blood. 440 


At Thamyrus the furious Actor flies, 
As in his Brother's Arms entwin'd he lies; 


Pierc'd in the Back Etheclus Tagus ſle w: 


From off his Neck the Head of en flew . 
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Without one Pang or Groan he yields his Breath, 
Young Palpetus beneath the Chariot preſs'd 

The clay-cold Earth, and puffing from his Breaſt 
The nauſeous Fumes, his Courſers terrified, 


From his gorg'd Mouth the filthy Liquor HOWS, 
And in his Veins, intoxicating, glows : Tk 

When lo! th' Inachian Prophet, as he ſnor'd, 

Deep in his Throat infix'd the ſhining Sword: 

Wine from his Wound came iſſuing as he died, 455 
And drown'd th' imperfect Murmur i in the Tide. ! 
A deathful Viſion haply then was ſent _ 

In which he ſaw pourtray'd the dire Event; 
 Thiodamus his Breaſt unguarded tore: 

So dream'd the luckleſs Chief, and wak'd no more. 460 
The Clouds diſſolve in Dew upon the Plains, 
And of Night's Reign a Fourth alone remains : . 
Bootes flies before the greater Car 

Of Sol, and dim grows each inferior Star. 

And, Matter failing, Slaughter found an End, 465 
When prudent Attor thus accoſts his F fend. 1 


v. 457. 4 deathful 1 This Image 1 is very natural, and i imt- 
tated from the tenth Book of the Iliad, ver, 496. | 
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Shaleſpear s Tragedy of Macbeth preſents us Ws as fine a pie 
ture, where two of Duncan s Soldiers, juſt as their King was aſſaſ- 
ſinated, are deſcribed ſtarting out of their Sleep in the greateſt 
Perturbation. 

There's one did laugh i in his Sleep, and one cry'd M urder, 
They wak'd each other, and I ſtood and hear'd them; 

One _ God bleſs us, and Amen the other, _ 
As they had ſeen me with thaſe Hangman's Hands. 


By Danaus Stroke : -unconſcious of his Death, 44; 


That crop'd the flow'ry Herbage at his Side. 450 


E; biodami, 
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Thiodamas, let this unhop'd for Joy 

Find its due Bounds: here ceaſe we to deſtroy, 

Scarce one, I ween, of all this num'rous Train | 
| Survives to war, and viſit Thebes again; 12 5 470 
Unleſs the deep'ning Streams of Blood conceal | 
Th' inglorious Coward from the vengeful Steel. 

Then moderate. thy yet ſucceſsful Rage : 
There want not Gods, who will for Thebes engage, 


433 
145 


450 


May fly, and give the longſome Labour o'er. 
The Seer obeys, and lifting to the Skies 
His Hands, embru'd in recent Slaughter cries : 
Pbabus, the well-earn'd Trophies of the Night, 


455 


Accept from me, thy Soldier and thy Prieſt, 

Tho' foul and reeking from the bloody Feaſt, 

If, patient of thee, right thy Gifts I uſe, 

Thy Spirit often in my Breaſt infuſe, 

Theſe Arms, and bloody Honours now ſuffice: 485 
But, when our Country glads again our Eyes, 
So many Gifts ſhall anſwer thy Demand, 

And Oxen bleed beneath the Pontiff's Hand. 

This faid, his pious Pray'r the Chieftain ends. 


460 


465 


imi- And from the Fray recalls his pious Friends. 490 
ö From Calydon and Mznalus there cane 5 
Two mighty Warriors not unknown to Fame, 

BOY Hopleus and Dymas, by their Kings approv'd, 

aſlaſ- Their Faith rewarded, and their preſence lov'd : 

cate Their Leaders loſt, they loath the Light of Life. 405 
* Th' Aetolian firft promotes the glorious Strife. 


day, deareſt Dymas, does no Care remain, 
No ſmall * for thy Sov'reign ſlain, 
H h 6 Whoſe 


1/138 


And even thoſe who aided us before, 475 


And Firſt-fruits of the War, thy lawful Right, 480 | 
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Whoſe Corſe perhaps the famiſh'd Fowls of Air, And 
Or T heban Dogs with Rage relentleſs tear? 500 Wl 3:41 
What then 1s left to grace his Country's Urn? Pref 
See, his fierce Mother waits for your Return! Both 
But ſtill the Ghoſt of Tydeus, void of Reſt, Th 
Stalks in my View, and rages in my Breaſt, ae 
Tho! leſs expos d to Phebus he appears, 305 Fact 
His Limbs well-harden'd, and confirm'd with Years. as 
Yet in the Search I'll range the Champain oer, Thi 
And force my Way to Thebes. — He ſaid no mer, Wit 
For Dymas cut him ſhort, and thus reply'd. - As t 
By the Chief's wandring Shade, my greateſt Guide. 510 Wl To | 
And yon bright Stars, that gild the Skies, I ſwear, And 
Thar this ſame Heat and Energy I ſhare. The 
Long have I ſought a Partner in the Deed; As t 
Now, back'd by thy Aſſiſtance, TIl precede. | Whi 
This ſaid, he leads the Way, and to the Skies 515 And 
Lifting his Hands, in Height of Anguiſh cries. | FF 
O Cynthia, Queen of the myſterious Night, Cont 
If truly Fame reports it thy Delight i 
To wear a triple Form, and often change v. 
Thy Virgin-Aſpect in the ſylvan Range, 520 be 7 
Look down from Heav'n, and to theſe Eyes reſtore much 


Thy Comrade's Corſe (thy Comrade now no more:) 
He, faireſt far of all th Arcadian Boys, 

Excites our Vengeance, and our Search employs. 
The Goddeſs heard, and bright'ning ev'ry Ray, 525 
Points her ſharp Horn to where the body lay: 
Then Thebes ſhines forth, Cithæron's Hills ariſe 
In Proſpect fair, and fteal into the Skies. 

Thus when at Depth of Night avenging Jove 


Rolls his hoarſe Thunders thro the Realms above, 530 
T he 


500 


515 


520 


525 


£30 


The Clouds divide, the Stars ſerenely glow, 
And ſudden Splendors gild the World below. 
Brave Hoplens catch'd the Rays, whoſe piercing Light 
Preſents the Corſe of Tydeus to his Sight. 


Their Shoulders; ; pleas'd, as if preſerv'd from Death, 


Each Corſe was re-inſpir'd with vital Breath. 


Nor durſt they give full Vent to Tears or Watts; 


With Grief the paler Darkneſs they ſurvey, 
As thro the ſilent Shades they bend their Way. 


Jo pious Heroes Fate Succeſs denies, 


And Fortune rarely crowns the bold Emprize. 


As the whole Camp in Proſpect they ö mand, 
When from behind black Clouds of Duſt ariſe, 


And ſudden Sounds run ecchoing thro? the Skies. 
| Amphion, eager at the King's Command. 
Conducts a Troop of 1 to ſcour the Land, 5 59 


much the ſame. 


Interea præmiſſi equites ex urbe Latina, 
_ Ctera dum legio campis inſtructa moratur, 
Ibant, et Turno regi reſponſa ferebant, 
Tercentum, ſcutati omnes, Volſcente magiſtro. 
Jamque propinquabant caſtris, muroſque ſubibant, 
Cum procul hos lævo flectentes limite cernunt: 
Et galea Euryalum ſubluſtri noctis in umbra 
Prodidit immemorem, radiiſque adverſa refulſit. 
HFaud temere eſt viſum. Conclamat ab Agmine Volſcens, 
State, viri: quæ cauſa via? quive eſtis in armis ? 
Quove tenetis iter! —Verſe 367. 


And 


485 | 


Both Bodies found, they raiſe a gladſome cry, 5 35 
(che Sign agreed) and to the Weight apply | 


Th' unfriendly Dawn no Leifure-time affords. 540 


The Burden now grows lighter in their Hand, 545 5 


v. 549. Amphion, eager at the King's Commund 1 The Manner of 
the Diſcovery is ſimilar to that of the Adventurers in the Ninth 
Book of the Æneid, and che Queſtion put to them by the Enemy 
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And watch the F oe. While far before his Train, 
He ſpurs his Courſer thro? the trackleſs Plain, 

He catch'd a tranſient Glance (for yet the light 

Had but in Part diſpelld the Shades of Night) 

Of ſome faint Object, that at Diſtance ſtrays, 553 
He looks again, and doubts if he ſurveys. 

The Fraud detected. Stand, whoe'er you are, 


(Amphion cries) and whence you come, declare. 
Confeſs'd at length, the wretched Pair appear, 


The wretched Pair ruſh on with Speed, and fear 56 
Not for themſelves. — He ſhakes his Javelin now, 
And ſeems to meditate a deathful Blow; : 
Yet high in Air the miſſile Weapon caſt, 
Which wilful err'd, the Object far o erpaſt: 
Before the Face of Dymas fix d it lay, 5% 
(Who ſtarted firſt) and check'd him in the Wey. 
But valiant Æpytus his Javelin toſs dd 
With Care, nor will'd the fair Occaſion loſt. 
Through Hopleus Back the well-aim'd Dart he flung, 
And graz'd the Corſe, that on his Shoulders "= 
He falls, not mindleſs of his Lord in Death, 571 
But in the painful Graſp expires his Breath: 
Too happy, had he reach'd the Stygian Coaſt 
| Juſt then, unknowing, that the Corſe was loſt. 
This ſcap'd not Dymas as he turn'd behind, 575 
He ſees the Troops, in his Deſtruction join'd, 
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v. 961. He ſhakes bis Javelin PO, This Circumſtance 1s bol. 
rowed from the tenth Book of Homer's Iliad, v. 372. 
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BooK X. STATIUS's THEBAID. 487 
Uncertain or to tempt th' approaching Foes | 
With ſoothing Blandiſhments, or. ply with Blows. 
Wrath ſpurs to Combate, Fortune bids him try 

The Force of Pray'r: on none he can rely. 580 
Too wroth to ſue, before his Feet he plac'd 

The wretched Corſe, with Wounds unfelt diſgrac dz 
And toſſing to the left a weighty Hide, 1 
(Which grac'd his Back, and hung with martial Pride, 


A Tiger's Spoils) protends his naked Blade, 585 


And guards the Hero's Body, undiſmay'd : 
Prepar'd for ev'ry Dart, that comes, he turns: 
And with the Thirſt of Death or Conqueſt burns. 


As the gaunt Lioneſs, whoſe cruel Den 


Is thick beſet with clam' rous Hounds and Men, 590 


v. 581. Too wroth to ſue, before his Feet he plac ] Nothing « can - 
4 the Valour and Magnanimity of this Hero. ——He would 
not ſurrender up the Body of his Friend, and knew that it was im- | 
poſlible to preſerve it by carrying it on his Back, as it muſt neceſ- 
farily tie up his Hands from making any Defence : He therefore 
places it on the Ground before his Enemies, as the Prize for which 
they were to fight. His various Movements and Situation on 


this Occaſion are well illuſtrated by the ſubſequent Compariſon, | 


we is imitated from Homer. 
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Arioſto | in his Orlando Furioſo has tranſlated our Author's Compa- : 


riſon almoſt literally, with- the ſingle . of . a 
dhe Bear inſtead of a Lioneſs., 


Com? Orſa, che l' alpeſtre cacciatore 
Nella pietroſa tana aſſalito abbia: 
Sta ſopra i figli con incerto core, 
E freme in ſuoni di pieta, e di rabbia. 
Ira la invita, e natural furore 

A ſpiegar Pugna, e inſanguiner la ſabbia; ; 
Amor la inteneriſce, e la ritira 
A riguardar i figli in mezo all' ira. 


Stands 
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the Road. - 
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Stands o'er her Whelps, erect, and ſends around, 


Perplext with Doubts, a mournful, angry Sound. 


With Eaſe ſhe might diſperſe the ſable Train, 
And knap the Weapons with her Teeth in twain, 


But nat'ral Love o'ercomes the Luſt of Fight: 59s 


She foams with Rage, yet keeps her Whelps in Sight, 
The Falchion now lops off his weaker Hand, 


Tho? great Amphion check'd the furious Band, 


And by his Hair the Youth is drag'd along, 
By Fate reſign'd to an inſulting Throng. 600 
Then, nor till then, in ſuppliant Guiſe he bow'd 
His Sword, and thus addreſs'd the ruthleſs crowd. 
More gently treat the tender Boy, I pray, 

Ny that bleſt Cradle, where young Bacchus lay, 
By luckleſs Ino's Flight, and female Fears, 60g 
And your Palæmon's almoſt equal Years. YC 


If one among you taſtes domeſtic Joys, 


If any here paternal Care employs, 


Heap ofer his poor Remains a little Sand, 


And to his vow e kindled Brand, 610 


v. hog: Heap oer bis poor Remains] So "LIES Lib, 1. . Ode 28, 


At tu, nauta, vagæ ne parce malignus arenæ 
Offibus, et Api inhumato 
Particulam dare. 


It w was ſafficient for all the Rites of Burial, has Duſt ſhould be 
thrice thrown on an unburied Body, This Kind of Sepulture 1 is by | 


Nuintilian called Cellatitia ſepultura. It was an Act of Religion 10 

indiſpenſible, that no Perſon could be excuſed, and even the Pon- 
tifices, who were forbidden to approach or Lek on a dead Body, 
were obliged to perform this Duty, as Servius tells us in his Notes 
on the 6th Book of Virgil's Ancid. Thus, among the Fews, the 


High Prieſt was forbidden to approach his Father or Mother's 


and yet he \ was injoined to inter any dead 4 Body, which he found in 
Francis 's Horace. EIT 
His 


as 
_ 


Book X. STATIUSs THEBAID. 489 


His Looks, behold ! his Looks this Boon implore, 
Firſt let the Monſters lap my fpatter'd Gore: 
Me, me reſign to the fell Birds of Prey; 
"Twas I, who train'd, and forc'd him to the Fray, 
If ſuch is thy Deſire (Amphion cries) © 1 615 
To deck his Corſe with fun'ral Obſequies, 
What, to redeem their Loſs, the Greeks prepare, 
Their Schemes, their Counſels, and Reſolves declare, 
As a Reward, the Light of Life enjoy, TY TY 
And, as thou wilt, intomb th' unhappy Boy. 620 
Th' Arcadian, full of Horror, ſcorn'd a Part 
So baſe, plung'd all the Poniard in his Heart, 
And cry'd.—Did nought, fave this, remain to cloſe 
My Country's Fate, that I ſhou'd tell her Foes 
Her fix'd Intents? — we buy no fun'ral Pyre 623 
On Terms like theſe, nor wou'd the Prince require. 23 
He ſpake, and on his youthful Leader laid . 
His Breaſt, wide-open'd by the trenchant Blade, 
And ſaid in dying Accents.— Thou ſhalt have 5 
My lifeleſs Corſe, a temporary Grave. 630 
| Thus did the Warrior of Ætolian Race, p 
And brave Arcadian, in the wiſh'd Embrace 
Of their lov'd Kings, expire their vital Breath, 
Ruſh on Deſtruction, and enjoy their Death. 
Embalm'd in Verſe, illuſtrious Shades, you live, 635 
And ſhare alike the Praiſe my Muſe can give, 
Tho', rank'd at Diſtance in th'Aonian Quire, 
She boaſts not loftier Maro's tuneful Lyre: 
Perchance too Niſus, and his Friend may deign 
Io ſtile you Comrades in th' Ely/ian Plain. 640 


v. 639. 8 too Niſu us Ti Friend] This is a very modeſt 
Character of one of the moſt beautiful Epiſodes I know. Neither 
can 


488 STATIUSs THEBAID. Book X, 
Stands o'er her Whelps, erect, and ſends around, 
Perplext with Doubts, a mournful, angry Sound. 
With Eaſe ſhe might diſperſe the ſable Train, 
And knap the Weapons with her Teeth in twain, 
But nat'ral Love O ercomes the Luſt of Fight: 595 
She foams with Rage, yet keeps her Whelps in Sight, 
The Falchion now lops off his weaker Hand, 
Tho? great Amphion check'd the furious Band, 
And by his Hair the Youth is drag'd along, 
By Fate reſign'd to an inſulting Throng. 600 
Then, nor till then, in ſuppliant Guiſe he bow'd 
His Sword, and thus addreſs'd the ruthleſs crowd. 
More gently treat the tender Boy, I pray, 
By that bleſt Cradle, where young Bacchus lay, 
By luckleſs Inos Flight, and female Fears, 60g 
And your Palæmon's almoſt equal Years. 5 
If one among you taſtes domeſtic Joys, 
If any here paternal Care employs, 
Heap o'er his poor Remains a little Sand, 
And to his Pyre apply one kindled Brand, 610 
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v. 609. Heap oe his poor Remains] So Horace, Lib, 1. Ode 28. 5 
At tu, nauta, vagæ ne parce malignus arenæ 15 
Offibus, et capiti inhumato 
Particulam dare... 


It was ſufficient for all the Rites of Burial, that Duſt ſhould be 
thrice thrown on an unburꝭ ed Body. This Kind of Sepulture is bY 
Quintilian called Collatitia Jepultura. It was an Act of Religion 10 
indiſpenſible, that no Perſon could be excuſed, and even the Pon- b 
tifices, who were forbidden to approach or look on a dead Body, 3 
were obliged to perform this Duty, as Servius tells us in his Notes 
on the 6th Book of Virgil's Aneid. Thus, among the Fews, the j 
High Prieſt was forbidden to approach his Father or Mother's 
and yet he was injoined to inter any dead Body, which he found in 
the Road, ( A ooo 425 . 
His 6 


dd Ae? . 
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His Looks, behold ! his Looks this Boon implore, 
Firſt let the Monſters lap my ſpatter'd Gore: 


Me, me reſign to the fell Birds of Prey; 


'Twas I, who train'd, and forc'd him to the Fray. 


If ſuch is thy Defire (Amphion cries) j 615 


To deck his Corſe with fun'ral Obſequies, 


What, to redeem their Loſs, the Greeks prepare, 
Their Schemes, their Counſels, and Reſolves declare, 
As a Reward, the Light of Life enjoy, 1 
And, as thou wilt, intomb th' unhappy Boy. 620 


Th' Arcadian, full of Horror, ſcorn'd a Part 
So baſe, plung'd all the Poniard in his Heart, 
And cry'd. Did nought, fave this, remain to cloſe 


My Country's Fate, that I ſhou'd tell her Foes | 
Her fix'd Intents? — we buy no fun'ral Pyre 623 
On Terms like theſe, nor wou'd the Prince require. 


He ſpake, and on his youthful Leader laid 
His Breaſt, wide-open'd by the trenchant Blade, 
And ſaid in dying Accents.— Thou ſhalt have 


My lifeleſs Corſe, a temporary Grave. 630 
Thus did the Warrior of Ætolian Race. 


And brave Arcadian, in the wiſh'd Embrace 


Of their lov'd Kings, expire their vital Breath, 


Ruſh on Deſtruction, and enjoy their Death. 
Embalm'd in Verſe, illuſtrious Shades, you live, 635 
And ſhare alike the Praiſe my Muſe can give, 


| The), rank'd at Diſtance in th Aonian Quire, 
| She boaſts nor loftier Maro's tuneful Law: . 


Perchance too Niſus, and his Friend may deign 


To ſtile Foe Comrades i in th' Eby fan Plain, 640 


v. 5 88 700 Niſus a and bis P viend] This i is a very modeſt 


Charakter of one of the moſt beautiful Epiſodes I know. Neither 
can 
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But fierce Amphion to the regal Court 

A Herald.ſends, commiſſion'd to report 

His Feats of Triumph, the Device explain, 

And render back each captive Corſe again. 
He flies himſelf to brave the leaguer'd Foes, 645 
And each Aſſociate's ſever'd Viſage ſhows. 

Meantime the Grecians from the Walls diſcern 
 Thiodamas, and hail his ſafe return; _ 1 

Nor cou'd they check the-Guſh of Joy, and hide 

The Smiles of ſecret Tranſport, when they ſpy'd 650 

The naked Swords, diſtain'd with Blood. — Again 

A louder Clamor runs thro' all the Train, 

Whilſt, leaning o'er the Ramparts, they look down 

For the returning Troops, each for his own. 

Thus when a callow Brood of Birds deſcry 655 
Their Dam long-ablent, as ſhe cleaves the Sky, 

They long to meet her, and put forth their Heads 

Far from the Neſt, whilſt anxiouſly ſhe dreads 

| Leſt, ere ſhe reach the Tree, they fall, — then clings 
To the warm Neſt, and flaps her loving Wings. 660 


can I think it ſo much inferior to that of Ni/us and Euryalus, as the 
Author ſeems to do himſelf. In Virgil we admire Friendſhip for the 
Living, but in Statius a generous Gratitude to the Dead; which, 
however, is given up to the Service of the Public. The Reply, 
which Dymas makes to Amphion, who tempted him to betray his 
Countrymen, with the Promiſe of Life and the Body of his Friend, 
is equal to any thing I have ever read in the ſentimental Way. | 
v. 65 5. Thus when à calloau Brood] There is an agreeable Simpli- 
city in this Compariſon, which may diſguſt many, who do not ob- 
ſerve, that the Pcet, accommodating himſelf to the Oecaſion, means 
only to deſcribe the Impatience of the Thebaxs to ſee their Friends, 
who had accompanied the Expedition, and the Manner and Atti- 
tude, in which they poſted themſelves for Obſervation, He muft 
have a very depray'd Vaſe tor Poetry, who would have this Image 
ſuppreſſed. 55 e 128 . 

5 But, 


5 


Boox X. STATIUSs THEBAID. 4gr 
But, whilſt they claſp their Friends in their Embrace, 


And count the Slaughter of the Theban Race, 
For abſent Hopleus ſome Concern they ſhow, 
And oft complain, that Dymas is too ſlow. 


L Behold! the Leader of the Tyrian Band, 665 


Amphion comes, a Falchion in his Hand. 


Damp'd was his Joy for the two Warriors ſlain, 


When he beheld, what Carnage heap'd the Plain, 


The Strength, and Bulwark of the Thebans loſt, 
And in one Ruin ftretch'd a mighty Hoſt, 670 : 


His vital Frame a ſudden Tremour ſhook, 
Such as attends the Wretch, by Thunder ſtruck : 


Fix'd as a Stone, and brennt he ſtood, 


And loſt at once his Voice, his Sight, and Blood. We 
The Courſer turns him, ere he burſts 1 in Sighs: 67 5 


The Duſt rolls backward, as the Cohort flies. 
With lengthen'd Strides the Tyrians ſought the Gate, 


When the brave Grecians, hearten'd and elate 


. With their nocturnal Triumph, to the Meads 


Spring, full of Hopes, and urge their foaming Steeds | 


 Ofer Arms, and Blood and Bodies of the Slain, 680 
Excite the Duſt, and thunder thro' the Plain, 


Their heavy Hoofs the Limbs of Heroes tore, 
And the ſtain'd Axle-trees are INT OO Gore. 


v. 677. With Iengthen'd Strides] 2 Homer paints Hedor's Progreſs i in 
the Eleventh Book f the Iliad, with the ſame Heat of [ en. 
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Sweet 
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Sweet is the Vengeance, pleaſant i is the Way, 685 

As if all Thebes in Duſt low-humbled lay, N 

And trampled with their Feet. To theſe began 

Great Capaneus. No longer on the Plan 

Of timid Caution, urge we the dark Fight, 

But let our Deeds be witneſs'd by the Light. 690 

By me no other Omens are explor dd. 

Than my victorious Hand, and naked Sword. 

He ſaid; Adraſtus and his Son inſpire 

The Troops with Courage, and add Fire to Fire: 
The Augur then more ſad and ſlow ſucceeds, 695 
And now that Day had clos'd their martial Deeds, 
The City enter'd ; (while the wordy Chief 
Recounts their Loſs, and tells the Tale of Grief ) 
But Megarens the black Battalion ey'd 

Riſing on Sight, and from the Watch-Tow'r cry'd. 700 4 

Shut, Sentry, ſhut the Gates, the Foe is near. — 
There is a Seaſon, when Exceſs of Fear 
Augments our Vigour.— At the Word they roſe, 
And all the Gates, ſave one, were ſeen to cloſe: : 
For whilſt flow Echion at th' Ogygian toils, 705 
The Spartan Youth, inflam'd with Luſt of Spoils, 
Ruſh boldly in, and in the Threſhold fall, 

Their Wen chick daſh'd againſt the hoſtile Wall : 


v. 688. No longer on the Plan) With what a beautiful Al 
does Cupaneus break in upon us, and what a pleafingly-terrible 
Effect has his Speech upon our Minds! Some may admire the de- 
liberate Valour of near; but give me the Impetuoſity of Achilles 
and Capaneus The former indeed is of the greateſt Service to the 
State, but the latter makes the fineſt Figure in Poeſy. There is an 
Eclat of Sentiment in this blunt and ſoldier-like Speech, that 


forces and commands our Attention: Every Word is animated 


with an enthuſiaſtic San and worthy to be delivered by a gal- 
lant Of cer. 


Brave 


5 
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Brave Panopens from high Taygetus came, 


To rough Eurotas Oebalus laid claim: 710 


And thou, Alcidamas, whom Fame reports 
A recent Victor in Nemæan Sports, 


Whoſe Wriſts firſt Tyndar's Son with. Gauntlets IEP 


And with the ſeaſon'd Cincture girt thee round, 


With dying Eyes behold'ſt thy Patron's Star, 515 


That ſets, and gives thee to the Rage of War. 

Th' Oebalian Grove, the Margin of the Stream, 
From fair Lacena ſtil'd, the Poet's Theme, 

And Haunt of the falſe Swan, thy Death ſhall mourn, 


And Dian's Nymphs the doleful Notes return, 720 


Thy Mother too, who martial Precepts gave, 
And whoſe ſage Leſſons form'd thee wiſe and brave, 


Shall think, thou learnd'ſt too much. Thus in the Gate 5 


Mars rages on, and acts the Will of Fate. 


At length, their Shoulders to the Maſs oppo, 725 


Great Alimenides, and Acron clos d 

The Valves of Iron— kept the Foes at Bay, 

Barr'd the ſtrong Portals, and exclude the Fray. 

Thus two ſtout Bullocks, groaning as they bow _ 
Their Necks, thro” F ields long: fallow from the Plough. 


v. 729. 7. Bus two PO Bullicks] The Image . given of the 


two Warriors is as lively as it is exact. Their Toil, Vigour, ou | 


neſs to each other, and the Difficulties they encounter with, 


fectly anſwer to each Circumſtance in the 8 which i 
abridg*d from Homer's Iliad, 


AN @5” c yew 84. oem wnx13y 2 derer, 

*Ir0y Nu” xe, TiT&u flor befehl & 4 4 EÞ0 
Tipupuroicruy aeg 0 vob A α e Axis. | 

To tal. T5 Sever of ol oy i Benn gels ier, | 
I. nr r ad 1 L r TEATOY 0 ages. 


Book 13. Line 703. 
| Their 


** 
15 


N 
N 
| 


— > 
= 


_—_ —— 
L th VS 


——ä——— Woe — E2— — 
ry vs. - 


E OE nad ——— ———_ —_— 
nnn 
— — 1 - 


2 « 
1 


* — 
„„ 
*** ne — 2a 1 gig, et * 


if 


* 
bs i 
M4 
3 61 
. 
4 1 4 
* * 
1 
x 
Ft 
vl 
1 
L 1 
2 
* 
37 
v3 5 
. 
4 
1 N 
1.4 1 
10 1 
[4 * 
1 
(7 £; 
4 . 
. 
8 
* 
A | 
70 
1 Cv 
EN 
Þ 'P 1 
2% 
3.3! 
p 3 
iin 
$4] 4 
* p< 
| * 
Beep 
4 
1 a 
x4 A þ 
44. 
F 
#4 
7 
. 
. 
105 
17 
5 
0 
* 
14 
1 
1 
13 
1 
7 
. 
1 
$135 
1 
as» 
1 ft 
1 
1 
; 
I! 
i} 
1 
_ 
k 
19 
1 
7! 
1 ö 
1 
'2 
[5 
y * 
. 1 _ 
F 
j 
4 
1 
1455 
N 
4 
% ” 
' 28 
, ; 
1 HY 
33 
1 
700 
4 
ih 
N 
3 
4 
17; 
1 
+} 
! of 
11 
; 1H; 
I 
( 1 
: 48 
Ft 
a+! 4 
: * £ 
194 . 
4 4 
- tf 
1 z 
[ 
5 
j 
it 
D 
#7 
1 
311 
N 
Wit! 
N 
+10 
watt 
1448 
1 
My 
Rt. 
7 
”, 
ihe [4 
itn 
1:4: 
4 
4 
"x 
. o 
(>a) 
175 
* 
% 
E 
187 
111 
1 * 
131 
0 
i 
of 
4 
if 
IT; 


Li 
y 
14 ' 
. Uy! 
+. 
7 * 
14 ; 
#4 KY 
4 
} 11 
is 1 
3 
* N 
j 1 6) 
[ 4 
+ 
* 
. 1-1 
t 
1 
ef 7 
p 
1 
} 
* Fl 
7 
1 
\ 
5 
if 
AE 
A 
P AY 
"i 
4 
4 
l 
* * 
Wi 
by 
574 
1717 
} 
3 
iR 0 
7 T8: 74 
5 ks 
19 
* 1 
* 1.3 
1TH] 
*: 
11 
1 
bas 4 
13 
& 
| s 
179 
+. 
t 
* 
1 
x 3 
2 I 
4 
17 £ * 
55 £ 
o * 
I — 1 
1 
* Ids 
3. 3 
's £4 
J i 
9 
$8.3 +. 
j Bt 1 
"Wo | 
* x 
{ F 
2 4 . 
* 
If f [ 
þ 30 
1 | 
5 
a 
Ws 3 
8 4 
ws if 
W757 
: 
124 ig 
+: 
1 
f 
* 
ſ 
36.4 N 
1 
11 
1 
3458 . 
KL 4 
5 F 
: «1 
22 7 
Wy 
0 A 
1 * 
1 
1 IF; 
+4 
C4 1 
= 
17 i 
1 
1 
J 
ih 
1 
' 1 
1 * 
Ty t 
tz 
19 
1 
1 
42 1 
G | 
1 
* 
£ 
i 
' 


ans A STE — hs 
—_ © TS 


2 2 8 
= * 3 
- — > 22 
8 a 2 — 
T ES... ___— — 
P — a 2 
n — 
= . „ 5 
* 6 - — 
8 Uſe. of + bs 5 
— — 2 - N 


Me EE I. >, —— 
wont ig =o Ee os 
* 


494 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book X. 


Their Loſs alaſs! was equal to their Gain: 731 
For they exclude their Friends, while they retain 
Their Enemies, coop'd up within the Walls. 

Firſt Ormenus of Grecian Lineage falls: 


In ſuppliant Poſture whilſt Amynthor ſtood, | 735 


And with extended Hands for Mercy ſu'd, 

His parted Viſage fell upon the Ground, 

The unfiniſh'd Accents ceas'd beneath the Wound, 
And his gay Chain, the Work of artful Hands, 


Clinks, Duſt-diſhonour'd on the hoſtile Sands. 740 
Meantime the Trench is broke, the Out- works fall, 


And leave a Paſſage open to the Wall, 


Near which in Lines was rang'd the num'rous Band 
Of Infantry.—The Courſers trembling ſtand, 
Nor, though impatient, dare the Trench o erleap, 745 
The Proſpect was ſo dark, the Gulph fo deep. 

juuſt on the Margin eagerly they neigh, 

Then ſuddenly ſtart back with wild Affray. 

| Theſe ftrive to force the Gates, thoſe pluck away 
The Pales, that in the Ground deep-faſten'd 4 3 750 


The Iron-Bars ſome labour to remove, 


| Whilſt others from their ſounding Places ſhove 


Huge Stones. Part ſee with Joy the Brands, they flung, 


Stuck to the Spires, or on the Turrets hung; - 
Part ſearch the Baſis, and apply the Pow'r 755 


Of the dark Shell, to ſap each hollow Tow'r. 


44. The Ceurſers trembling fand Theſe Lines are imitated 
from the Twelfth Book of the Iliad, Line 50. 
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Book X. 'STATIUS's THEBAI 
But the Beſieg'd (for this Reſource alone 


D. 495 


Remain'd) the Summit of the Bulwarks crown ; 

And Stakes, well-ſeaſon'd in the Flames, vaſt Beams, 
Well-poliſh'd Darts, that ſhed inceſſant Gleams, 760 
And heated Bullets from the Ramparts throw, 
And rob the Walls of Stones, to gaul the Foe. 


The weapon'd Windows hifling Javelins pou 


And thick around deſcends the ſteely Show'r. 


As when on Malea, or Ceraunia's Hill 
The Cloud-wrapt Tempeſts, motionleſs and 
Collect new Forces, and augment their Rag 


till, 


TY 


Then ſudden Combate with old Ocean wage. 
Thus the beleag'ring Greeks without the Wall 


Of Thebes, o'erpowr'd with hoſtile Numbers fall. 770. 


Their Breaſts and Faces obvious to the F ray, 

The thickning Tempeſt drives them not away: 

| Mindleſs of Death, ſtrait to the Walls they turn 

Their Looks, and their own Darts alone diſcern. 
His Scythe-hung Car round Thebes * aum 


drove, 
A Tyrian Lance arreſts TI from above : 


ot . 


Numb'd with the Stroke, his Hand l the 


Rein; 


He tumbles 3 faſten'd to 0 Wain 


By his bright Greaves.—O wond'rous Fate of War! 


His Arms are trail'd by the ſwift-rolling Car. 


Beneath the ſmoaking Wheels two Ruts appear, 


The third imprinted by the hanging Spear: 
His graceful Head depending on the Strand, 
His bloody Treſſes purple all the Sand. 


Meantime 


765 
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Meantime the Trumpet kindles fierce Alarms © 585 
Thro' the ſad City, and excites to Arms, 
Thund'ring at ev'ry Door it's baleful Call. 

Their Poſts affign'd by Lot, before them all 
The Standard-Bearer carries in his Hand 

Th imperial Enſign of the Hrian Band. 790 

Dire was the Face of Things with ſuch a Scene 
Not Mars himſelf would have delighted been. 
Flight, circumfus'd in Gloom, nor rul'd by Thought, 
Fear, Sorrow, and Deſpair, to Fury wrought, 

The madding Town with doubtful Horrors rend, 795 
And in one Subject various Paſſions blend. 

You'd ſwear, the War was there. The Tow'rs reſound 
With frequent Steps; the Streets are fill'd around: 
With Fancy's Eye they view the Fire and Sword, 

And wear the Fetters of an Argive Lord. | 800 

Preventing Fear abforb'd the Time to come: 7 

They fill with Shrieks each Houſe, and holy Dome; 

Th' ungrateful Altars are beſieg'd with Tears, 

And the ſame Terror rules all Ranks and Vears. 
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. 988. Mean Time the 75 nel After this mala Deſcrip. 
tion of the Fate of Antheus, how are we ſtartled at the ſudden Sound 
of the Clarion! There is an equally abrupt Tranſition from the 
Pathetic to the Terrible, in the Ninth Book of Virgil's Eneid, 
where our Concern for che SES e of Euryalus 1 is inter. 


Fapted by 


At tuba terribilem fonitum procul ære canoro 
Inerepuit. 


The 


90 


The 


Book X. 


The old Men pray for Death: the Youth by Turns 
Grows pale with Fright, or with Reſentment burns: 


The trembling Courts the female Shrieks rebound, 


Their Infant-Sons, aſtoniſh'd at the Sound, 


Nor knowing, whence the Streams of Sorrow flow, 
Condole, and melt in ſympathetic Woe. 


Love calls the Dames together. —At this Noor 


The Senſe of Shame gives Place to Fortune's Pow' r. 
They arm the Men, with Courage fire each Breaſt, 


Schemes of Revenge with ready Wit ſuggeſt, 
And, ruſhing with them, lay before their Eyes 815 


Their Homes, and Babes, the Pledge of nuptial Ties. 
Thus when ſome Shepherd- Swain eſſays to drive 

The Bees thick cluſter'd from their cavern'd Hive, 
In ſable Clouds they riſe, aſſert their Right, 


And, buzzing, urge each other to the Fight: 


v. 805. 5 Men] The Deſeription of the different Effects f 


this eee had upon the different Stages of Life, is exe- 


cuted with an amazing Spirit and Propriety ; every Circumſtance 
is Nature, and Nature without Diſguiſe. 


v. 817. Thus when] This Simile ſeems to have been taken eum 
one in the Twelfth Book of the Aneid, which, according to 


Monſ. Catrou, is imitated from A. Rhodiu: "Argonautce, 


Lib. 1. Verſe 1 30, 1 
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Incluſas ut cum latebroſo in Pumice Paſtor 
Veſtigavit apes, fumoque implevit amaro ; 
IIlæ intus trepidæ rerum per cerea caſtra 


Diſcurrunt, magniſque acuunt ſtridoribus iras. 
Volvitur ater odor tectis; tum murmure cæco 


Intus ſaxa ſonant: vacuas it fumus ad auras. 
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At length, deſerted by their blunted Stings, 
They claſp the honey'd Sweets with weary Wings, 
And, preſſing to them, take a laſt Farewell 
Of their long-labour'd Combs, and captive Cell. 
The Vulgar too each other's Schemes oppoſe 825 
Kindled by them, the Flame of Diſcord glows. 
With open Voice theſe wiſh the Crown reſtor'd. 
And claim great Polynices for their Lord. | 
All Rev'rence loſt.— No longer let him roam 
(One cries) remote from his paternal Home, 830 
But hail his Houſhold-Gods, his Sire again, 
And take Poſſeſſion of his annual Reign. - 
Say, why ſhou'd I with frequent Blood atone _ 
For the King's Crimes, and Perj'ry not my own? | 
Late, much too late (another Chief replies) 835 
Comes that Advice, when the wrong'd Foe relies 
On ſpeedy Conqueſt.—A more Abject Crew | 
With Pray'rs and Tears to ſage Tirgſas ſue, 
And, as ſome Solace, urge him to diſcloſe | | 
The future Times, or fraught with Bliſs or Woes. $40 
But he the mighty Secret ſtill ſuppreſs'd 5 
Within the dark Receſſes of his Breaſt, 
And thus. Why did your King my Counſel flight, - 
When I forbade him the perfidious Fight? | 
Let thee, ill-fated Thebes! ſhou'd I paſs o'er, 845 
And loſe th* Occaſion, which returns no more, 
I cannot hear thy Fall, nor view the Light 
Of Grecian Fires with theſe dim Orbs of Sight. 
Then yield we, Piety.—O Damſel, place 
A Pile of Altars to th' immortal Race. 830 
This done, the Nymph inſpects with curious Eyes, 
And tells her Sire, that ruddy Tops ariſe 


/ From 


Book X. STATIUS's THEBAID. 499 
From the divided F lames, but at the Height g - il 
The middle Fire emits a clearer Light; . ll 
Then ſhe informs him doubtful, that the Blaze 855 = 
: Deſcrib'd a Snake, roll'd up in cireling N | 
And varying, almoſt loſt its bloody Hue, 
And paints all to his intellectual View. 
By her Inſtructions taught, the pious Sire 
With Joy embrac'd the Wreath-encircled Fire, 860 
And catches on his glowing Face, and Brows, 
The Vapours, that the Will of Fate diſcloſe. _ 
His ſordid Locks, now ſtiff with Horror, ſtand, 
And lift above his Head the trembling Band: 
You'd think, his Eyes unclos'd, his Cheeks wan 
Their long-loſt Colour, and exhauſted Bloom. 866 
At length he gave a Looſe to Rage, and cried, 
Ye guilty Thebans, hear what Fates betide 
Tour City, the Reſult of Sacrifice: V 
Its Safety may be bought, tho? high the Price. 870 
The * Snake of Mars, as his due Rite, demands 
A human Victim from the Theban Bands; 
Fall he, whoe'er amidſt our num'rous Trains 
The laſt of the fell Dragon's Race remains: 5 
Thrice happy, who can thus adorn his Death, 878 
845 And for ſo great a Meed reſign his Breath! . 

Near the fell Altars of the boding Chief 
Sad Creon ſtood, and fed his Soul on Grief: 
Yet then he only wept his common Fate, „ 
And the near Ruin of th*Aonian State, 880 
850 When ſudden as the vengeful Shaft arreſts 
Some hapleſs Wretch, ORE in his Breaſts, 


30 


yes, 


From n The og whoſe Teeth were ran by Cadnucs 
112 Pale 


14 50 | STATIUS's THEBAID. Book X. 
. 100 {| "Pale Horrour fix d him, when he heard che . 


e Which ſummons brave Menæreus to his Fall. 
1 A clammy Sweat crept cold o'er ev'ry Part, 88 5 
Fear froze his Veins, and thrill'd thro? all his Heart. 
| Thus the Trinacrian Coaſt ſuſtains the Tide 

9 FRE Afar rebounding from the Lybian Side. 

} 1 Whilſt for the Victim the ſtern Prophet cries, 3 

i 1 Full of th' inſpiring God, in ſuppliant Guiſe 2 890 
FEE Around his Knees the tender Father _..... 

And ſtrove in vain to curb his boding Tongue 

Swift Fame then makes the ſacred Anſwer known, 

And the dread Oracle flies round the Town. 

Now, Clio, ſay, who this young Warrior fir d, 895 

And 1 in his Breaſt Contempt of Death inlpirdd! 
(For ne'er, in Abſence of the Pow'rs divine, 

1 Cou'd Mortal harbour ſuch a brave Deſign) 
1488 Purſue the mighty Theme: to thee alone 
Ih he ſtoried Deeds of early Times are known. 90⁰ 

Fove's fav'rite Goddeſs preſs d the Throne, from whence 
The Gods rare Virtue's coſtly Gifts diſpenſe — 
Midſt Earth's beſt Sons: — Whether Almighty Fove 

Conſign'd it to them from well-founded Love, 

Or, 0 of their Merits, ſhe might chuſe 905 
In ample Breaſts the glorious Sparks © infuſe; | 
She ſprung, all gladſome, from the Realms of Day: 

With Def'rence meet the Li Stars give Way, \ 
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v. 895. Now, Clio, for The FINDS of this Machinery mult 
delight every one, who has the leaſt Tincture of Taſte ; and, in- 
deed this whole Story is very affecting The patriotic Heroiſm of 


Meneceus in particular, is finely contraſted by the tender Affection, 
and fatherly Love of Creme. 150 
I 


1 
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And Sons, which for their Feats and genuine Worth 


Herſelf had fix d in Heaw'n.—She lights on Earth, 9 10 
Her Face not far remote from Air, — appears 


In Mani bo's Form, and looks of equal Years, | 
That her Reſponſes might due Credit gain, 


She quits awhile the Badges of her reign: 
No more of Terror in her Eyes is ſeen; © 


Smooth is her Brow, and leſs ſevere her Mien : 


: 0 


The Sword and Arms of Death are thrown aſide, 
And by the Augur's Staff their Place ſupply'd. 


Her looſely-flowing Garments ſweep the Ground, 
And her rough laurelPd Hair with Fillets bound. 920 
' Yet her ſtern Viſage, and the ſteps ſhe trod ee 
With longſome Strides reveal the latent God. 

Thus ſmil'd the Lydian Queen, when ſhe deſcry d 
'  Alcades, ſtript of his terrific Hide, > 
Shine in embroider'd Veſts, and Robes of Coſt, 92 5 
| On his broad Back, and brawny Shoulders loſt, 


When Pallas Arts with ill Succeſs he try'd, 


And broke the Timbrel, which i in vain he ply'd. 
Nor thee, Menzceus, does the Goddeſs find 
Unworthy of the Honours ſhe defign'd: 930 
Before the Theban Tow'rs ſhe ſees thee ſtand, 
With early Worth preventing her Command. 
Soon as th' enormous Portals wide uncloſe, 


How didſt thou 8 the Pride of Argive Foes! 


v. 923. 7. 1 fail the E Bo, The Fortitude of Hercules 
was not equal to his Amorouſneſs. He fell in Love with Omphale, 


Queen of Lydia, and in order to win her Affections by his Obſe- 


quiouſneſs, condeſcended to change the Lion' s Hide for a Suit of 


1 and the Club for a Diſtaff. 
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Thus Hemon rages too: but tho you mine 935 
Brothers in all, the greater Praiſe is thine. 
The breathleſs Carcaſſes are heap'd around: 


Bure flies each Dart, each Weapon bears a Wound. 
Nor yet was Virtue preſent.—Ne'er he ſtands 
Unbent his Mind, unexercis'd his Hands: 940 


His Arms no Leiſure know, the Sphinx md 
Upon his Helm ſeems mad: the Blood ſurvey'd, 
Th' enliven'd Effigy ſprings forth to View, 
And the dull Copper wears a brighter Hue? 
When now the Goddeſs check'd his furious Hand, 945 
And thus accoſts him, as he lifts the Brand. 
O noble Youth, whoſe Claim of Lineage Mars . 


With Joy accepts, reſign theſe humble Wars; 
This Palm is not thy Due.—The Stars invite : 
Thy Soul away, and promiſe more Delight. 950 
My Sire now rages in the joyful Fane: FOES 


This Senſe the F ne and F ibres aſcertain, . 


v. 941, 7 Be n baun Thoug h Gs Race may think 
this Image too bold, it is evident 7. * dd Nos from his non 
of it. Feral. Del. Can. 9. St. 25. 


Porta il Soldan ſu'l elmo orrido e grande | 
Serpe, che ſi dilunga, e' collo ſnoda 

- Su le zampe & inalza, e Pali ſpande, 
E piega in arco la forcuta coda, | 
Par che tre lingue vibri, e che fuor mande 
Livida ſpuma, e che I ſuq fiſchio s' oda. 
Ed or, ch' arde la pugna anch' ei s infiamma - 
Nel moto, e fumo verſa inſieme, e ſiamma. 


v. 949. The Stars invite] Theſe Verſes are imitated by the laſt 
—_ Author, in the Second Book of his Jeruſalem, * Sophro: 


gia ſays to Ona 3 


* 


Lieto aſpira alta ſuperna fede : 
Mira il ciel, com” e bello, e mira il ſole, 
Ls ſe par, che oy inviti, e ne conſole. Stan. 36. 


This 
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This Phæbus urges: thee all Thebes de mands, 

To fave the Reſt of her devoted Bands, : 
Fame ſings the facred Anſwer, and our Youth 95 5 
With Shouts of Triumph hail the Voice of Truth. 
Embrace the glorious Offer then, nor waſte ' 


The Time away, but to Fruition haſte, | 
Loeſt Hæmon ſtart before thee. Thus ſhe ſpake, 


Then, clearing all his Doubts with lenient Art, 
She winds herſelf, unſeen, into his Heart. 
Swift as aſſaib'd by Fove's unerring Aim, 

The blaſted Cypreſs takes th' etherial Flame, 


945 


The Youth (ſo well her forceful Influence ſped) 

B Feeds the new Ardours, kindled in his Breaſt, 
1 But when he *gan at Leiſure to ſurvey e e 
Her Gait and Habit, as ſhe turns away, _ 970 
And mingling with the Clouds, eludes his Eyes, 1 5 
In Height of Admiration, thus he crie. 
Willing, O Goddeſs, we obey thy Call. 
Nor meet with paſſive Sloth the deſtin'd F 5 
And while from Fight, obſequious, he withdrew, 


ink 
tion 


At length, ſupported by his menial Train, 1 
He goes: the Vulgar hail him o'er the Plain 

With Names of Patriot, Champion, God, inſpire 
laſt 
aro: And now to Thebes his haſty Courſe he bends, . 

Well-pleas'd to have eſcap'd his wretched Friends, 
When Creon met him, and would fain accolt, 
But his Breath fail'd, his Utterance was loſt. 


his Awhile 


And fann'd the Sparks of Virtue ſtill awake; 2 


From Top to Stern with bright Contagion ſpread; 965 


And longs for Death, each meaner T dagen bref, 


Agreus of Pylos near the Trenches flew. 976 


An honeſt Pride, and ſet his Soul on Fire. 980 
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_ Awhile both ſilent and dejected ſtand, 983 
At length his Sire began with kind Demand. 
Say, prithee, what new Stroke of Fortune "ig | 
My Son from Fight, when Greece ſarrounds our Walls? 
What worſe than cruel War doſt thou prepare, 


Why do thy Eyes with Rage unwonted glare, | 5 990 


Why o'er thy Cheeks ſuch ſavage Paleneſs reigns, 
And ill thy Face a Father's Look ſuſtains? 
Heard'ſt thou the forg d Reſponſes? — It appears 
Too well. — My Son, by our unequal Years, 


J pray thee, and thy wretched Mother's Breaſts, | 995 


Truſt not, O truſt not, what the Seer ſuggeſts. 
Think'ſt thou, the Pow'rs, that haunt yon ſtarry Height, 
Vouchſafe to ſhed down intellectual Light 


On ſuch a Dotard, whoſe perpetual Gloom, _ 999 
And Age approach th' inceſtuous Monarch's Doom? 
| Yet more— the King may deal with ſecret Fraud, 

And for ſome End {pread theſe Reports abroad, 


For well I ween, he views with Ep wel 
Thy firſt· rate Valour, and Nobility. 
Perchance theſe pompous Words, which we ſuppoſe. 


Divine, from his too fertile Brain -aroſe;  ::; 1006 
Give not thy heated Mind the Reins of Sway, 
_ ſome ne ſome ſhort Delay See 


v. 987. Say, ite. One n meets with a ſiner diese of diflualive 
and pathetic Eloquence, than this Oration of Creon. The Circum- 
ſtances of Diſtreſs ſhew a judicious Choice in the Poet, and are ex- 


preſſed i in a very happy Manner. The Queſtion Creon puts to his 
Son, in Heard“, 7 thou, &c. and the preventing his Confuſion by an- 
ſwering it himfelf, is a ſtriking Inſtance of the Poet's Taſte in the 


Uſe of Figures. The Odium he afterwards throws on Erzeocles, and 
the ridiculous Light he ſets e as in, to give Weight to his Pe- 


hortation, is yery artful. 


Impetuous 
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Impetuous Haſte miſguides us oft, —O grant- 1 
This laſt, this modeſt Boon; tis all I want. 1010 
So be thy Temples ſilver'd ver with Age; 7 
So may a Father's Cares thy Thoughts engage, 

And cauſe the Fears, thy raſh Deſigns inſpire; 

Ne' er then, O ne'er forſake thy wretched Sire. 


Why ſhould the Pledges of another's Love, 1015 


And alien Parents thy Compaſſion move? 
If ought of Shame remains, firſt tend thy own: 
This is true Piety, and true Renown. 


The other's a meer Shade, a tranſient Breath 


Of Fame, and Titles loſt in gloomy Death. 1020 
Nor think, I check thee thro* Exceſs of fear:  _ 


Go, mix in Combate — toſs the pointed Spear, 


And dare the thickeſt Horrors of the Plain: 


Where Chance is equal, I will ne'er reſtrain. 
O let me cleanſe with Tears the Stain of Blood, 1025 


And with my Hairs dry up the ſurging Flood: 
Thus thou may*ſt fight, o'ercome and triumph ſtill; 


This is thy Country's Choice, thy Father's Will. 


Thus in Embrace his troubled Son he holds, 
And round his Neck his Arms encircling folds; 1 30 
But neither cou'd the copious Stream of Grief, 4 


Nor Words unbend the Heav' n-devoted Chief. 
| Yet more, the Gods ſuggeſting, he relieves 


His Father's Fears, and with this Tale deceives. : 

O beſt of Parents! let not idle Fear 1035 

Diſturb thy Bliſs : no Phrenzy of the Seer, ts 

No Phantoms of the Dead, nor Signs from Jouve 

Sollicit me to quit this Light above. 

Still may Tirgſias to his Friends impart 

The God's Reſponſe, and try each . Art: 1040 
Nor 
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Nor ſhould J lay aſide my fix d Deſign, 
Tho Phebus warn me from his open Shrine. 


But my dear Brother's ſad Miſchance recalls 


My willing Steps to theſe ill-omen'd Walls; 


Pierc'd by an Argive Spear, my Hæmon lies 1045 
Between both Hoſts, and ſoon the Grecians Prize: 


So thick the Foe ſurrounds, that ſcarce I truſt, 
This Arm can reach him midſt th' inſanguin'd Duſt. | 
But why do I delay? — — Go, raiſe HE 
His drooping Spirits, and command the Train 1050 
To bear him off with Care.—T haſte to find : 
Eetion, ſkill'd, o'er all the healing Kind, 

To cloſe up Wounds, to ſtaunch the Flux of Blood, 
And ſtop the Flight of Life's low-ebbing Flood. 


His Speech broke off, away the Hero ſped; +» 05 


 Aſudden Gloom his Father's Mind o erſpread: 

His Love's divided, ill his Tears agree, 

Vet he believes, impell'd by Deſtiny. | 

Meantime fierce Capaneus purſues the Train, 

Whom Tyrian Portals vomit on the Plain, 1060 
And ſwells with frequent Deaths the guilty F eld: 
Horſe, Foot and Charioteers before him yield; 

And, their pierc'd Drivers thrown, th* unbridled Steeds 
Cruſh out their Souls, and thunder c o'er File Meads. 


. T0 59. Mean time fierce Capaneus] With what dreadful Pomp 


is Capaneus uſhered in here! in what bold Colours has the Poet 


drawn his Impetuofity and aii and what a grand Idea 
1 


does he give us of his Hero, when he tells us, that by his valorous 


Feats he kept the Greets in ſuch a perpetual. Round of Attention, 


that they had not Time to refle& upon the Loſs of their four Com- 
manders, or if they did, that they thought Capaneus was equal to 


all of them W and that his Bedy was animated by their 


72 


Souls. 


ws 
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He reeks in Blood, the lofty Tow' rs aſſails 1065 


With Stones, and whereſoe'er he turns, prevails. 
One while he plied his Sling, and dealt around 
From ſwift-hurl'd Bullets a new Kind of Wound, 
Then, launching forth a Dart, his Arm he ſwung 


Aloft. No Weapon idle fell, he flung, P 1070 


Nor, innocent of Blood, return'd again, 

But levell'd ſome proud Warrior on the Plain. 
Their Place by him ſupplied, the Grecian Hoſt 
No longer deem their mightieſt Leaders loſt, - 
Oenides, Atalanta's youthful Son, 1075 
Anphiaraus, and ſtern Hippomedon : VE 
In him they meet, inſpire an equal F lame, 


And animate by Turns his vital Frame. 
Nor Age, nor Rank, nor Form his Pity moves, 


The proud and meek alike his F ury proves. 1080 : 
Not one durſt with him try the Chance of War, 
Or ſtand in Arms opposd. They dread from far 
His temper d Armour, his tremendous Creſt, 


And glitt'ring Helm, with various Forms impreſt. 


Meanwhile Menæceus on the Walls was ſeen, 1085 "2 


Divine his Aſpect, more auguſt his Mien: 


His Caſque aſide the pious Hero threw, 


And ſtood awhile, confeſs'd to public View; 


From thence he caſt an Eye of Pity down 


On either Hoſt, that fought before the Town, 1090 


And, Silence and a Truce from War! injoin'd, 
Thus ſpoke the Purpoſe of his gen'rous Mind. | 
Ye Pow'rs of War, and thou, whoſe partial Love 


Grants me this Honour, Phexbus, Son of Jove, 135 


O give to Thebes the Joys ſo dearly fought, 1093 
Thoſe mighty Joys, by my own Lite-blood bought: 
Return 


AO? DIS GO V — . 


And teach my cred'lous Sire to be reſfign'd. 
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Return he War, on Lerna s captive Coaſt 
Daſh the foul Remnants of her vanquiſh'd Hoſt ; 
And let old Inachus with adyerſe Waves 7 
Shun his fam'd Offspring, now diſhonour'd Slaves, 
But let the Thebans by my Death obtain 1101 
Their Fanes, Lands, Houſes, Children, Wives 8 
If ought of Merit my Submiſſion claim, 
If, undiſmay d, I hear'd the Prophet _ 
Myſelf the Victim, nor with Fear wi hdrew, 1105 
Aſſenting, ere my Country deem'd it true, 
To Thebes, I pray, in lieu of me be kind, 


He ſaid, and pointing to his virtuous Breaſt 
The glitt'ring Blade, attempts to ſet at Reſt 1110 
3 indignant Soul, that frets and lontbs to ſtay, x 
lmpriſon'd in its Tenement of Clay | 
He luſtrates with his Blood the Walls and Tow'r rs, 
And throws himſelf amidft the banded Pow'rs, 
And, graſping {till the Sabre in his Hands, 1115 
Effays to fall on the ſtern Grecian Bands, 
But Piety and Virtue bear away, 
And gently on the Ground his Body lay; 
While the free Spirit ſtands before the Throne 
Of Jove, and challenges the well-earn'd Crown. 1120 


. 1119 While the free Spirit] This Paſſage recals to my Mind 
| ſome fine Lines of Lucan, in which he deſcribes the Reſidence. of 
* s Soul, after it was ſeparated from the Body. 


At non in Pharia manes jacuere favilla : 


Nee cinis exiguus tantam compeſcuit umbram. y Er 
Profiluit buſto, ſemiuſtaque membra relinquens, th 
Degeneremque rogum, ſequitur convexa Tonantis, 5 
Qua niger aſtriferis connectitur axibus Aer, WY . 
Quodque patet terras inter Lunzque meatus | t 


_  Semidei manes habitant : quos ignea warte 
Innocuos 


OI 
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Book x. STATIUS's THEBAID. 
Now to the Walls of Thebes with joyful Care 
The Hero's Corſe, with Eaſe obtain'd, they bear. 


509 


The Greeks with decent Reverence ſurvey 


The ſolemn Pomp, and willingly give way: 
On youthful Shoulders borne, amidſt a Train 


1125 
Of either Sex, who break into a Lane, 15 


He paſſes on, to Rank celeſtial rais'd, 
And more than Cadmus or Amphion prais' d. 


Theſe o'er his lifeleſs Limbs gay Garlands fling; 


Thoſe fingle Flow'rs, the Produce of the Spring, 11 30 


And in bis Anceſtor's Time, honour'd Tomb 
Depoſe the Body, od'rous with Perfume. 7s 


The Rites of Praiſe perform'd, they ftrait renew d 


The Combate.— Here, his Wrath at Length ſubdu'd, 


In Groans the mournful Creon ſeeks Relief, 1135 


And the ſad Mother weeps away her Grief. 
For cruel Thebes by me then waſt thou bred, 


And have I nouriſh'd thy devoted Head, 


Like ſome vile Dame? — What Miſchiefs have I done, 
And to what Gods thus odious am I grown? 1140 


Innocuos vita patientes ætheris imi 
Fecit, & zternos animam collegit in orbes : 
Non illuc auro poſiti, nec thure ſepulti * 
Perveniunt; ilhc poſtquam ſe lumine vero 
Implevit ſtellaſque vagas miratur, et aſtra 
Fixa Polis, vidit quanta ſub nocte jah eret 
; Noftra dies, rifitque ful ludibria was 6 Pharſ Lib. 9. 


be, 1132. Orot] I cannot but think ad ratum a typographical 


Error, and would therefore ſubſtitute odoratim©m in its ſtead, which 


thoſe, who are acquainted with the funeral Rites of the Ancients 
will, I doubt not, approve of, it being the Cuſtom to perfume the 


Bodies of the Dead before Burial. -I hope the Reader wall e | 


this CanjeQure, if he * not coincide with me. 


No 


r AUT 


— , Ae IE eo, I . 
- * . * AI — po * S- 


4 ——̃—ÜC— r7⅛²rLL!L c > ab Ee BE 
C — 1 — 2 ES 


5 a 


510 STATIUSs THE BRL. voor x 


No interdicted Pleaſures did 1 prove, 


Nor waſt thou, Offspring of inceſtuous Love. 
Focaſta's Sons command the deathful Plain, 
Fate gives the Scepter, and ſhe ſees them reign. 5 


Let us for this ill omen'd War atone, 114 
That they may mount by Turns the ſully'd Throne. 


(This pleaſes thee, O Cloud-compelling Jove) 
Why cenſure I. or Men or Gods above? 


- Tis thou, Menæceus, Who has caus'd my Fall; 

On thee it reſts, the guilty Source of all. 1150 

From whence this Love of Death, that ſeiz'd thy Mind, 

And holy Rage ? how diff” rent i in their Kind 

From their fad Mother theſe my Children prove, 
Fruits of my Throes, and Pledges of m va Love! 
Full well alaſs! the fatal Cauſe I read 22 155 
In/ the fell Snake, and War. producing Mead: oy 
Hence headſtrong Valour, impotent of Reſt, 


Uſurp'd my Share in Guidance of thy Breaſt, 


And, unconſtrain'd, nay gainſt the Will of Fate, 
Thou wing'ſt thy Way to Pluto's gloomy State. 1160 


Much of the Greets and Capaneus J hear'd; 


Yet this, this Hand alone was to be fear'd, 
And Weapon, which imprudently J gave: 
Vet why? —It was fit Preſent for the Brave 


See, the wide Wound abſorbs the Length of Sword, 


Deep as the fierceſt Argive could have gord. 1166 
More had ſhe ſaid, unknowing Check or end, 
And ſadden'd with her Wailings all around; 
But her conſoling Comrades home ward led 8 | 
TH unwilling Dame, and plac'd her on the Bed: 1170 
There, her torn Cheeks ſuffus'd with Blood, ſhe lay, 
: Deaf to Advice, and ſickn'ing at 550 Day; e. 


And, 


Thi 


15 


IN 
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And, her Voice gone, and. all confus* d her Mind, 

Still kept her languid Eyes on Earth declin d. 
The Scythian Tigreſs thus beneath ſome Cave . 1175 
For her ſtol'n Whelps is often ſeen to rave, ; 


And, couching at the vaſty Mouth alone, 


Scents the freſh Trace, and licks the tepid Stone. 
Her Hunger, Wrath, and native Rage ſubſide, _ 


In Grief conſum'd. — Securely by her Side, 3 . 


With paſſive Impotency ſhe ſurveys CET 

The Flocks and Herds on verdant Paſture graze, 6 
For where are thoſe, for whom ſhe now ſhou'd feed 
Her Dugs, and range, in queſt of Prey, the Mead. 


Thus far have Arms and Death adorn'd our lays, I 18 5 
And War's grim Horrors been a Theme of Praiſe: 


Now be the Song to Capaneus transferr'd. 
No more 1 grovel with the e vulgar] Herd, 


Gel 176. The 3 Tigreſe = The Grief of 8 . 
Mother for the Loſs of her Son, is aptly enough pourtray'd by this 
Simile of the Tigreſs; the Hint of it may have poſſibly been taken 


from the N Sanin as in the DENG Book of Homer” 8 


Iliad. 


— . Als nat . 
2 1 d xe TxYUIES FanGcn®. apron 21% 
Taus bx runs. o N ＋ aue bes · s. 
Iod : T ey ime tier " &vep@- 2 , VF 
 EiwodJey Sep. M104 yy oe Jepeds xe per. Verſe 318 * 
This is natural enough, but the Images contained in 


mmm Tepidi lambit veſtigia ſaxi. . 
— Eunt præter ſecura armenta, gregeſque 
Aut quos ingenti premat expectata rapina. 


Are perhaps equal to any thing in the Homeric Alluſion. 
v. 1185. Thus far have Arms] The Poet raiſes the Character of 


his Hers? very much by this Invocation. One Muſe fuffic'd before, 


but he now ſummons all the Nine, by which the Grandeur of the 
Subject is very much enhanced, and the * of {inging his 
great Exploits very ſtrongly imaged. 


But, | 


Of Steps, and ſtrait of two compacted Trees, 


- 
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But, catching Fury from the Aonian Grove, 
Uncircumſcrib'd, thro' Realms of Ether rove. 


With me, ye Muſes, prove the high Event.— 
Whether from deepeſt Night this Rage was ſent, 
Or the dire Furies, rang'd beneath his Sign, 
Impelbd him to confront the Pow'rs divine, 
Or Raſhneſs urg'd him on, or Luſt of Fame, 1195 


Which woos by per lous Feats a deathleſs Name, 
Or Preludes of Succeſs, Heav'n ſent to draw - 
The guilty Wretch, to break calm Caution's law; 
He loaths all earthly Joys; the Rage of Fight 


Palls on his Soul, and Slaughter ſhocks his Sight : 


And, all his Quiver ſpent, he lifts on high 


er 
His weary Arm, and points it to the Sky, . 


Hle rolls his wrathful Eyes round, metes the Height, 


Of the tall Rampires, and th* unnumber'd Flight 
1205 
A Ladder forms, to ſcale the Walls with Eaſe. 
Now, dreadful from afar, he bares to View . 

A clefted Oak, that lighten'd as he flew: 


His bucniſh'd Arms too ruddy Splendors vield, 


And the Flame kindles on his blazing Shield. 

Virtue directs me by this Path (he cry'd) 

To Thebes, by which the ſlipp'ry Tow'r is dy'd 

With brave Meneceus Blood. Then let me try, 

If ſacred Rites avail, or Phebus lie. 

He ſaid, and, mounting up the captive Wall 

By Steps alternate, menaces its Fall. 

Such in mid Air the fierce Acidæ ſhow'd 

When Earth's bold Sons with vain Antbirion glow'd, 

Ere Pelion (hideous Height) was hurl'd above, 
Or Oſſa caſt a Shade on trembling Jove. 


1210 


ee | 


\ 


1215 


1220 
Th' aſtoniſh'd 
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Th' aſtoniſh'd Thebans thefi, on th utmoſt vays - 
Of fated Ruin, the ſharp Conteſt urge, 
Nor leſs, than if Bellona, Torch in Hand, 
Was bent to fire their Town, and waſte their Land, 
Huge Beams and Stones from ev'ry Quarter fling, _ 
And ply with Haſte the Balearic Sling: 1226 
(For now no Hope, no Dawn of Safety lies 
In Darts, and random Shafts, that wing the Skies) 
Vaſt Engines too, in Paſſion's giddy Whirl, 
And maſſy Fragments at the Foe they hurl. 1230 
The Weapons, that from ev'ry Part are chrown, 
Deter him not, nor fetch the Warrior down: 
Hanging in empty Air, his Steps he guides, 
Secure of Danger, and with longſome Strides, 
As on plain Ground, maintains an equal Pace, 1235 
Tho Death on all Sides ſtares him in the Face, 
55 Thus ſome deep River, thund'ring in it's Courſe, 
f Turns on an aged Bridge its watry Force: 
And, as the looſen'd Stones and Beams give Way, 
Doubles its Rage, and ſtrives to waſh away 1240 
The Maſs inert, nor ceaſes, till it ſees Take, 
0 Th obſtructing Pile diſpers'd, and flows with Eaſe. 
Soon as he reach'd the Turret's long-fought Height 
(Tho' lefſen'd, yet conſpicuous to the Sight) : 
And ſcar'd the Thebans with his bulky Shade, 1245 
| He caſt a nme and e ſaid. 


1 


I. | 

: v. 1237. Thus os tees River} 1 know. nothing that can give us 
a more terrible Idea of Capancus aſſaulting the T heban Fortifica- 
tions, than this Compariſon of a River's beating with Violence 
againſt a Bridge : There is great Majeſty of Style, and Variety of 


Likeneſs, as cannot fail of pleaſing every Reader of Taſte. 
| K K . 


Images in it, and the Simile itſelf contains ſuch an exact Point "BP 
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Are theſe the Bulwarks then, is this the Wall, 

That erſt obey'd Ampbion's tuneful Call? _ 

Are theſe the fabled Theme, and ſtoried Boaſt 
Of Thebes? ſhall theſe oppoſe our conq ring Hoſt? 12 50 
What Honour, tho? beneath ou? frequent Stroke 
Theſe Lyre-conſtruted Tow'rs ſhould yield?—he ſpoke, 
And with his Hands and Feet faft-hurling down 
The Coins and Beams compacted, lays the Town 
Part-open.— Then the Bridge-form'd Works divide, 
And the Stone-Joiſts from off the Ridges ſlide, 1256 
The Fortreſs broken down, again he takes 
Advantage of the Ruin, which he makes, 

And, gath'ring rocky Fragments, as they fall, 


Deſtroys the Town with its own ſhiver'd Wall. 1260 


| Meantime round Feve's bright Throne the Pow'rs divine 

For Thebes and Greece in fierce Contention Join: 8 
To both alike impartial, he deſcries 
Their animated Wrath with careleſs Eyes. 
Refſtrain'd by Juno, Bacchus inly groans; % 1463 

Then, glancing at his Sire, he thus bemoans. 
O Fove, where is that cruel Hand, which aims 
The forked Bolt, and lanches livid Flames, 
My Cradle once 80% for thoſe Manſions ſighs, 
Which erſt he gave to Cadmus, as a Prize. : 5 5 
His equal Love ſad Hercules extends 
a To both, and doubts, whilſt ye his Bow e hands; 


v. 1261. Abs time round Jove's bright Throw] Grains grves the 
Greeks the ſame auxiliary Deities as Homer does. In this Particular 
he has ſhewn great Judgment, but ftill greater, in not imitating 

the ridiculous Battle of the Gods, which characteriſes the Twenty- 


firſt Book of the IIiad. 
v. 1269. My Cradle once] The Poet alludes to the ſuppoſed. No- 


tion, that Bacchus was taken out of Jupiter's Thigh. 
His 


Survive 
And wi 
This he 


Long. Ii 


Argo 
v. 1289 


Lightning 
Veneratio 
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His Mother's * Birth-place Perſeus much laments, 

And Venus for Harmonia's People vents 

Her Grief in Tears: ſuſpicious of her Spouſe, 1275 

She ſtands aloof, and, wroth for broken Vows, 
In ſecret Mars regards. The martial Dame 

On Tyrian Gods, audacious, caſts the Blame : 

A furious Silence tortures Funo's Breaſt, Fr, 
| Yet nought avails to break th' Almighty's Reſt; 1280 
Nay &en the Strife had ceas'd, when in the Skies 
The Voice of Capaneus was heard. —He cries.— 

On Part of Thebes then no Immortals ſtand ; 

Where are the Natives of the guilty Land, 

Bacchus and Hercules? — It gives me Shame 1285 

To challenge any of inferiour Name, 

Come, Jove, (for who's more worthy to engage 2 
Thy Harlot's threat'ned Aſhes claim thy Rage: 

Come, gather all thy Lightning to the Blow, 

And plunge me flaming to the Shades below: 1290 
Abler perchance the timid Sea to ſcare, 
With empty Sound, and unavailing * 

Or wreak thy Spite on Cadmus bridal Bed. 

The Gods deep groan'd, yet nought in Rev'r rence ſaid, 

Th' Eternal, ſmiling at his Raſhneſs, ſhakes 1295 
The Honours of his Head, and thus beſpeaks. 
Survives then mortal Pride dire Phlegra's Fight, 

And wilt thou too my ſlumbring Wrath excite ? 
This hear'd, the Pow'rs eternal prompt his Hand 
Long- -ling* ring, and his vengeful Darts demand: 1300 
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ay 288. Thy Flarbt s head ned Abbes] 3 who was burnt by 
Linking: Her Aſhes were preſerved in an Uri, and held in great 
Veneration by the Thebans. 
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Nor now the Partner of imperial N 

Saturnia, durſt reſiſt the Will of Fate. 

His regal Dome in Empyreal Heav'n 

Spontaneous thunders, ere a Sign was giv'n. 

The Show'rs collect, the claſhing Clouds are join'd 

In Conflict fierce, without one Blaſt of Wind-: 1306 

You'd think, Japetus had broke his Chain, 5 
Or fell Typheus was releas d again, 


Inarime, and Atna rear'd on high. v. 13. 


Th' immortals bluſh to fear, but when they * 1 1310 Notes or 
In mid-way Air an Earth-born Warrior ſtand | 3 
Oppos'd to Jove, and the mad Fight demand; Imagina 
Th' unwonted Scene in Silence they admire, e 
And doubt, if he'll pos px th* etherial Fire. finely co 
Now gan the Pole juſt o'er th* Ogygian Tow” r ING 2 by 
To thunder, Prelude of Almighty Pow'r, ' Gods up 


And Heav'n was raviſh'd from each mortal Eye : 
Vet ftill he graſps the Spires, he can't deſcry; 
And, oft as Gleams ſhone thro? the breaking Cloud, 
This Flaſh comes opportune (he cries aloud) ”Y 320 
To wrap proud Thebes in Fire: at my Demand 
*T'was ſent to wake anew my ſmould'ring Brand. 
While thus he ſpake, the Lord of all above 
Bar'd his right Arm, and all his Thunder drove: 
Diſpers'd in ambient Air, his Plumes upflew, 1325 
And his Shield falls, diſcolour'd to the View; 
And now his manly Members all lie bare: 
Both Hoſts, aſtounded at the dazling Glare, 
Recede, leſt, ruſhing with his whelming Weight, 
And flaming Limbs, he haſten on their Fate. 13 30 
His Helmet, Hair and Torch now hiſs within, 


And from the Touch quick ſhrinks his ſhud&ring Skin; 
He 


This, he 
all the A 
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He ſhoves his Mail away, amaz'd to feel 

Beneath his Breaſt the Cinders of the Steel, 

And places full againſt the hated Wall 1335 
His ſmoking Boſom, leſt, half-burnt, he fall. 

At length, his earthly Part reſolv'd away, | 

The Spirit quits it's Priſon-Houſe of Clay; 

And, had his hardy Corſe conſum'd more ſſow, 

He might have well deſery'd a ſecond Blow. 1340 


v. 1340. He might have well deferyd] I cannot conclude my 
Notes on this Book, without taking ſome Notice of the Exploi.s 
of Capaneus, which make in my Opinion the fineſt Part not only of 
this Book, but of the whole Work There is great Strength of 
Imagination and an animated Turn of Expreſſion in it, which muſt 
engage every one, who admires the Flights of an irregular and ec- 
centric Genius. The Violence and Impetuoſity of Capaneus is 
finely contraſted by the calm Conſciouſneſs of Superiority in Ju- 
piter; but it may be obſerved, that as our Poet has elevated the 


Gods upon a Level with Men: Witneſs that Hemiſtich, 
Ih Immortals bluſh to fear. % 


all the Authors, who have introduced Machinery in their Poems. 


Character of his Hero up to the Gods, ſo he has put that of the 


This, however, is not the Fault of Szarius in particular, but of 
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1 E Greeks being diſheartened by the Death of Ca. 


paneus, the Thebans make à great Slaughter of them, 
Tiſiphone perſuades her Siſter Megæra to affiſs her in for- 
warding the Duel between the two Brothers. Jupiter calls 


4 Council of the Gods, and adviſes them to retire from the 


Sight of the Combate. Tiſiphone goes in queſt of Polyni- 
ces, and by ber Machinations prevails on him to challenge 


His Rival, He informs Adraſtus of his Intention, whoſe 


Attempts to deter him from it are fruſtrated by the Fury, 
Eteocles returns Thanks to Jupiter for his Viftory by a Sa- 
criſice, which is attended with ſeveral inauſpicious Omens, 
AÆpytus bears the Challenge to the King. His Courtiers 


_ diſſuade bim from accepting it, but Creon inſolently infifs on 
it. Jocaſta uſes her Intereſt with him to hinder the Con- 
' greſs. Antigone aadreſſes Polynices to the ſame Purpoſe, 
and would have gained ber Point, had not the Fury inter- 


poſed, They engage. Adraſtus endeavouring in vain to part 


them, retreats to Argos. Piety deſcends from Heaven to 
the ſame Effect, but is repulſ-d by Tiſiphone. Polynices 
overcomes Eteocles; but attempting to ſtrip him of his 
Arms receives a mortal Wound, They both expire. Oedi- 
pus /aments over their Bodies, and endeavours to kill him- 
ſelf, as does Jocaſta, who is prevented by Iſmene. Creon 
aſurps the Crown, and prohibits the Burial of the dead 


Bodies. He then threatens to baniſh Oedipus who loads 


him with a Volley of Imprecations: Antigone intercedes | 
and procures his Pardon. The Remains of the confederate 


Army decamp by Night, and fiy to Adraſtus's Dominions. 
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[7 HEN dying Capaneus had now ſuppreſt 
1 The daring Fury of his impious Breaſt, 
And the vindictive Bolt, well-pleas'd to prove : 
Its Pow'r obſequious to the Will of Jove, 


Spent on the Walls the Remnant of its Force, ol 


And to the blaſted Earth purſu'd its Courſe; 
The Thunderer withholds his vengeful Hand, 
| Recalls the Day, and ſpares the guilty Land 


Among all the Books of the Thebaid there is none in which the 
Poet has conducted that Part which conceras the marvellous with 
greater Art und Addreſs. The Intrigue of the Furies to procure 
2 Duel between the two Rivals has ſomething in it pleaſingly terr1. 

ble. Add to this the Spirit and Propriety of the ſeveral Speeches, 
among which thoſe of Eteocles, Polynices, Antigone and Ocaipus are 
Maſter-Pieces in their Kind, and inimitably beautiful. But, bating 
_ theſe Perfections, which characterize it in particular, the Subject and 
Matter of it in general is too intereſting not to require a double 


Degree of Attention in peruſing it. We ſee in the Concluſion of 


it poetical Juſtice adminiſtered with great Impartiality and Pro- 
priety ; and the grand End of the Poem anſwered, which was the 
ſhowing the ill Effects of Ambition, exemplified in the Death of 
the two Brothers, We are only therefore to look upon the twelfth 
Book as an ornamental Supplement, as the Poem might have 
ended here without violating the Laws of the Epopeia. 
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While from their Thrones ſublime the Gods ariſe, 
And hail with Shouts the Monarch of the Skies. 10 
As when from Phlegra conq'ring he return'd, 


And cruſh'd Enceladus his Anger mourn'd. 
But Capaneus, conſign'd to deathllels Fame 
For Acts, which Jove chaſtiz d, but durſt not blame, 
Retains the Frowns which Death could not efface, 15 
Whilſt his huge Arms a ſhatter'd Tow'r embrace. 
As Tithus, Monſter of enormous Size, 
Stretch'd o'er nine Acres near Avernus lies; 
Whoſe Giant-Limbs if chance the Birds ſurvey, 


While ftill his fruitful Fibres ſpring again, 
Swell, and renew the bold Offender's Pain. 


Thus groan'd the Plain beneath th' oppreſſive Load, 
And with bright Flames of livid Sulphur glow'd. 


Of weeping Suppliants quit each hallow'd Fane. 
Here all their Vows, here all their Sorrows ceaſe, 
And uh fond Mother's * is huſh'd in Peace. 


14 Giants fought . Gods. It is fituated under Mount Pindus. 


of N according to its allegorical Senſe. 
1 Nec Tityon volucres ineunt Acheronte jacentem; 
| Nec, quad ſub magno ſcrutetur pectore, quidquam 
Perpetuam ætatem poterunt reperire profecto, 
Quamlibet immani projeQu corporis exſtet, 
Qui non ſola novem diſperſis jugera membris, 
Obtineat, ſed qui terrai totius orbem : 
Non tamen æternum poterit perferre dolorem, 
Nec præbere cibum proprio de corpore ſemper ; 
bed Tityos hic eſt nobis in amore jacentem 
Quem volucres lacerant, atque exeſt anxius Angor z 
Aut aha quàvis ſcindunt Cuppedine curæ. 


STATIUSSTHEBAID. Book XI. 


They ſtart, and trembling quit th' immortal Prey; 20 


Now paus d the Battle; and the choſen Train 25 


9 5 v. 11. Phle gra] Phlegra was a City of e where the 
1 v. 17 As Tityus] Lucretius has beautifully explained the Fable 
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Mean while the Greeks in Feen Squadrons yield, 

And to their Victor-Foes reſign the Field. 30 
They fear not human Threats, or hoſtile Darts, 
But angry 7ove unmans their drooping Hearts. 

His Thunder-Storms ſtill dwell upon their Ears, 

And tancy'd Lightnings cleave the ſtarry Spheres. 

He ſeems himſelf to preſs the flying Band, 35 
And launch his Bolts with unremitting Hand. ae 4 
The Theban Monarch, eager to improve 

The fair Occaſion proffer'd him BY Tove, 

Pricks onward to the Rout, and o'er the Mead 
With goring Spurs impells his foaming Steed. 49 
Thus when the royal Savage gorg'd with F _ 

Retires, th' inferior Natives of the Wood 
Bears, Wolves, and ſpotted Lynxes haſte away 
To ſeize the ſcanty Relics of his Prey. 
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SEE 


v. Ef His 7 3 Any Noiſe or - Sight that makes 2 
deep Impreſſion on us, affects our Organs of Senſation, as it were 
by a Kind of Eccho, long after the Object is removed. It is thus 
we ſee Adam affected after the Angels Relation. Ng Lo 


The Angel ended, and in Adam's Far 
So charming left his Voice, that he awhile 
Thought him fill ſpeaking. Par. Loft, B. 8. L. 1. 


It is thus we muſt account for the ſeeming Inconſiſtency i in the fal- 
lowing Verſes of Homer. 
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or as Ariſtotle 1 a Criticiſm of ſome Cenſurers of Homer on 
this Place. who aſked, how it was that Agamemnon, ſhut up in his 
Tent in the Night, could ſee the 7 rojan Camp at one View, and 
the Fleet at another, as the Poet repreſents it ? To Te 2970 prra Pope 
ere (ays he) that is, tis only a metaphorical Manner of Speech ; 

o caſt one s Eye, means but to reflect upon, or to revolve in one's 
Mind; and that employed Agamemnon's Thoughts in his Tent, 
which had been the chief Object of his Sight the Day before. 
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Eurymedon ſucceeds, who Weapons bore 15 45 
Of Form uncouth, and ruſtic Armour wore; 

Pan was his boaſted Sire: like him he courts 

A modeſt Fame, and ſhines in rural Sports. 5 

Next came Alatreus, fluſh'd with early Fire, 


And matching, while a Boy, his youthful Sire. 30 
Thrice happy both, but far more envy'd he, 


Whom Fate adorn'd with ſuch a Progeny. 


Their Years unequal, equal their Renoun, 


By both with equal Strength the Dart was thrown. 


Where the deep Trench in Length extended lay, 55 


Compacted Troops ſtand wedg'd in firm Array. 
Alas! how fickle is the God of Fight! 


How vain, oppos'd to Heav'n, is human might! 
The Greeks, who late the Walls of Cadmus ſcal'd, 
In Turn behold with Grief their Tents affaild. 60 
As driving Clouds before a Whirlwind fly, | 
And break and ſcatter throꝰ the ruffled Sky 


v. 61. As driving Clouds] As ſome Critics have objected againſt 
_ heaping Compariſons one upon another, to prevent any Prejudices 
which the unw 
Pope's Detence of the following Verſes of Homer. 


Reader may form, we ſhall lay before him Mr. 


Our Fravorn; xupee Tee Both Tori vg, 
TevroJ 25 0870 8pey @TY0en Boptes WAELY EV, 15 
Our Tvp@ Tecgeg ys Fore g. * Nee, 
Ovp O- ey gn, 67s T . x ν)ο vany* 
Our &yip40- Toorov3s Fort dbb vi/ineueoreey | 
Hxves, 05s p%A5% Af, Bptutrey xανν ?. | 


In this Caſe (ſays he) the principal Image is more ſtrongly im- 
prefer on the Mind by a Multiplication of Similies, the natural 


roduct of an Imagination labouring to expreſs ſomething vaſt: 
but finding no fingle Idea ſufficient to anſwer its Conceptions, it 
endeavours, by redoubling the Compariſons, to ſupply this De- 
fect. The different Sounds of Waters, Winds and Flames, being 


as it Were united in one. We have ſeyeral Inſtances of this Sort 
even in ſo caſtigated and reſerved a Writer as Virgil, who has 


joined 
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As angry Billows lave the rocky Strand, 
And now diſcloſe, and now o'erwhelmm the Sand; 
Or when on Zeres ſouthern Guſts deſcend, 1 
Before the Blaſt the nodding Harveſts bend : 

Thus fall the rough Tyrintbian Youths beneath 

The Scythe of Death, who like Alcides, ſheath 
Their Limbs in ſavage Trophies. From on high 
Their Patron views their hapleſs Deſtiny, 70 
And pities, as he marks their ſnaggy Spoils, f 
Memorials of his own illuſtrious Tolls. | 

Enipeus, urg'd by ſome unfriendly Pow'r, 

Oferlook'd the Conflict from a Grecian Tow'r; 


Of either Army none was more renowu dd 535 


The Warrior-Trumpet in the Field to ſound : 


joined together the Images of this Paſſage in the fourth Gale. 


the Buzzing of a Bee-hive. 


and applied them, beautifully ſoftened by a Kind ef Parody, to 


Frigidus ut quondam ſylvis immurmurat Auſter, 
Ut mare ſollicitum ſtridet refluentibus undis, 
Aeſtuat ut clauſis rapidus fornacibus ignis. 


Tafſo has not only imitated this particular Paſſage of Hamer, but 
likewiſe added to it. 1 | Canto g. Sianza 22. 
Rapido fi che torbida procella 
Da? cavernoſi monti eſce piu tarda; 
Fiume, ch' arbori inſieme, e caſe ſvella: 
Folgore, che le torri abbatta, & arda: 
Terremoto, che*l mondo empia d'orrore, 
Son picciole ſembianze al ſuo furore. 


v. 76. The Warrior- Trumpet] Statius has been blamed by ſome 


ingenious Philologiſts for confounding the Manners of the Times 


he wrote of, with thoſe of the Times he lived in, by introducin 


a Trumpeter upon the Stage. They quote Eu/tathius and Didy- 


nus, to prove that the Uſe of that Inſtrument was not known during 


the Theban War. But with Deference to their ſuperior Abilities, | 
we muſt beg Leave to obſerve, that the Teſtimony of the Poet is 


much more valid than that of the abovementioned Authors, as he 


lived 
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But while, an Advocate for ſpeedy Flight, 


He ſounded a Retreat from adverſe Fight, 
Hurld by ſome envious Foe, a whizzing Spear 


Transfix'd his Hand, and nail'd it to his Ear: 80 
Nor ceas'd the Clarion, when the Hand of Death 
Impos'd a Truce, and Fate ſuppreſs'd his Breath, 
But, to th' Amazement of the liſt'ning Throngs, 
Th' unvary'd ſoothing Strain a while prolongs. 
Mean Time the Fiend, embolden'd by Succeſs, 8; 
And pleas'd to view the Grecian Hoſts' Diſtreſs, 


Thinks nothing done, till fir d with mutual Rage, 


The Rival-Kings in impious Fight engage. 
And left, unaided, her Attempts ſhould fail, 
When Force combin'd might eaſily, prevail, 90 
Megara Partner of her Toils RES 
And ſummons to the Charge her kindred Snakes, 
For this a Paſſage with her Styg:an Blade 
In a lone Valley for her Voice ſhe made; 
And mutters Words, that ſhook the Depth of Hell, 95 
And rous'd the F a from her gloomy Cell: 5 


lived nearer choſe Times, and conſequently had a better Opportu 
nity of making Reſearches and Enquiries. Virgil has likewiſe in- 
troduced it as uſed in the Trejan War, which was not long after 


that of T hebes, and the ſacred Writers make mention of them very 
frequently in their Hiſtory of Ages at leaſt as early as this. 


v. $1. Ner ceas'd the Clarion] The Hint of this beautiful Cir- 


cumſtance ſeems taken from the Deicription of Orpheus 5 Death! in 


; the tourth Book of the Georgics, 


Tum quoque marmoreà caput a cervice revulſum, 
Gurgite cum medio portans Oeagrius Hebrus 
Volveret, Eurydicen vox ipſa et frigida lingua, 
Ah miſeram Eurydicen, anima fugiente, vocabat. 


4 


Then 


Book 


Then a 


Conſpic 


Earth g. 
Olympus 
While, 

Demanc« 
Her Co 
As near 
While ( 
And lo! 
Swift fi 


Th' aſc 


The Sh 
And H 
Her Sil 
And tt 
Thus f 


Alone 


While 
The pl 
Nor ar 
Wine! 
To me 
That f 


v. 97 
ſmall B. 
Hint of 


V. 11 
and Pre 


. the Fur 


Book Xl. STATIUS's THEBAIHD. $27 


Then a loud- hiſſing horned Snake ſhe rears, 
Conſpicuous midſt the matted Tuft of Hairs: 
Earth groans diſparting at the dreadful Sound, 
Olympus trembles, and the Deeps rebound 
While, wak*d to ſudden Wrath, th* etherial Sire 
Demands his Bolts, and threats the World with Fire. 
Her Comrade at the diſtant Summons ſhook, 
As near her Parent's Side her Stand ſhe took: 
While Capaneus harangues th' aſſembled Ghoſts, 
And loud Applauſes rend the Stygian Coaſts, 
Swift from the baleful Regions of the dead 

Th' aſcending Monſter bar'd her horrid Head. 
The Shades rejoice : the circling Clouds x give Way, 
And Hell exults with unexpected Day. 

Her Siſter flew to meet her, ſwift as Wind; 
And thus unfolds the Purpoſe of her Mind. 
Thus far our Father's harſh Commands I've borne, 
Alone on Earth, expos'd to Mortals* Scorn, 


While you, exempt from War and hoſtile Rage, 11 4 


The pliant Ghoſts with gentle Sway aſſuage: 
Nor are my Hopes deceiv'd, or Labours vain; 
Witneſs this crimſon Stream, and reeking Plain: 
To me dread Pluto owes the num'rous Shades, 
That n in Styx, and the Lethean Glades. 120 


v. 97. Then a] The Ceraſtes has Horns like a Ram's, and a very 
(mall Body. 


Hint of the following Verſes, 


But on they roll'd in Heaps, and up the Trees 
Climbing, ſat thicker than the ſnaky Locks 
That curl'd Megera : Par. Loft, B. 10. V. 5 58. 


v. 113. Thus] One cannot ſufficiently admire the Fire, Spirit, 
and Propriety of this Oration, and with what Art the Character of 


the FORE T rfrphone 1s Peres. 
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105 


110 


It was probably from this Deſcription Milton took the 
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528 STATIUSs THEBAID. Boox xl. MW poos? 


Theſe are my Triumphs, this the dire Succeſs _ Whence 
Acquir'd by Toils, and purchas'd with Diſtreſs. and cho 
Let Mars command the Fates of either Hoſt, They bo 
*Tis not of vulgar Deaths alone I boaſt: And, fir 
Ye ſaw (for ſure his Figure muſt command 123 Yet will, 
Your Notice, as he ſtalk'd along the Strand) And wit! 
A martial Chief, whoſe Terror- breathing Face Or Oedif 
And Hands black Streams of lukewarm Gore diſgrace, W Experie 


Inſpir'd by me, on human Fleſh he fed, Oft is hi 
And with his Teeth defac'd the Victor's Head. 130 In ſecret 
' Ye heard (for Nature felt the Thunder-Shock, For this 
That might have riv'd an Adamantine Bw): To Thet 
When Jove in all his Terrors fate array'd, 8 Then le 
And ſummon'd all the Godhead to his Aid, Leſt Le 
To wreak his Vengeance on a Son of Earth, 35 But mo! 
I ſmil'd, -for ſuch a Scene provok'd my Mirth TRY His you 
But now (for ever unreſerv'd and free Their E 
I truſt the Secrets of my Soul to thee) . Each di 
My Hands refuſe the blunted Torch to rear, _ 1 As whe 
And the tir d Serpents loath this upper Air. 140 With e 
But thou, whoſe Rage as yet entire remains, 1 Beneatl 
Whoſe ſnaky Tire 1 its wonted Health retains ; | And or 
Thy Forces join, and all my Labours ſhare, 
For Schemes like theſe demand our utmoſt Care. v. fn 
Faint as I ſeem, from Toil I ſhall not breathe, 143 — 
Till the two Brother-Kings their Swords unſheath, | more Cc 
On this I ſtand reſolv'd, tho Nature plead, | N 


And ſtart recoiling at th accurſed Deed. 
Great is the Taſk, then let us ſteel our Hearts 
With Rage, and act with Vigour each our Parts. 150 


f 
0 
ü 
s 


Whence 


BoOKE XI. STAT IU 95 THE AID. . 
Whence theſe Delays ? for once forget ro ſpare, 


And chooſe the Standards you prefer to bear. a 


They both are tutor'd ready to our Hands, 
And, fir'd by Diſcord, wait but our NIN. 


Yet will, I fear, Antigone prevail, 155. 


And with her artful Conduct turn the Scale, 
Or Oedipus, whoſe importuning Pray'r 
Experience tells us oft has urg'd to ſpare. 
Oft is he ſeen from Converſe to retire, 


In ſecret weep, and act again the Sire. 160 * 


For this my bold Excurſion I poſtpone 

To Thebes, deſpairing to ſucceed alone. 
Then let the baniſh'd Prince your Cares engage, ; 
Leſt Length of Time o'ercome his leſs? * — 


But moſt beware, leſt mild Adraſtus fway 164 


His youthful Mind, and interrupt the Fray. 

Their Parts aſſign'd, the Siſter-Furies ſped 

Each diff'rent Ways, as their Engagements led. 

As when two Winds from adverſe Quarters try _ 
With equal Lungs their Titles to the Sky, 170 
Beneath the Blaſt the Waves and Woods reſound, 


And one . 85 8 deforms the Ground. 


* 


= as cheek the Bi] The Meaning of this is, chooſe whe. 
ther you will inſpirit Ereocles or Polynices to the Combat, 

v. 169. At when] The Winds perhaps *:ave been the Subject of 
more Compariſons than any one Thing in Nature. Homer, Virgil, 


and the greateſt Geniuſes of ancient and modern Times abound in 


them, out of which the following comes neareſt our Author's. 


Adverſi rupto ceu quondam turbine venti 


Confligunt, Zephyruſque Notuſque & lætus Eois 
Eurus equis, ſtridunt ſylvæ: ſævitque tridenti 


* atque imo Nereus ciet æquora fundo. En. B. 2. 
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528 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book Xl, 


Theſe are my Triumphs, this the dire Succeſs _ 
Acquir'd by Toils, and purchas'd with Diſtreſs. _ 


Let Mars command the Fates of either Hoſt, 


*Tis not of vulgar Deaths alone I boaſt: 


Ye ſaw (for ſure his Figure muſt. command 


' Your Notice, as he ſtalk'd along the Strand) 
A martial Chief, whoſe Terror- breathing Face 

And Hands black Streams of lukewarm Gore diſgrace, 
Inſpir'd by me, on human Fleſh he fed, 
And with his Teeth defac'd the Victor's Head. 
Ye heard (for Nature felt the Thunder-Shock, 


That might have riv'd an Adamantine Rock) 


When Jove in all his Terrors fate array'd, 
And ſummon'd all the Godhead to his Aid, 


To wreak his Vepgeance on a Son of Earth, 


1 mild, -for ſuch a Scene provok'd my Mirth. 


But now (for ever unreſerv'd and free 

I truſt the Secrets of my Soul to thee) 
My Hands refuſe the blunted Torch to rear, 
And the tir'd Serpents loath this upper Air. 


But thou, whoſe Rage as yet entire remains, 
Whoſe inaky Tire its wonted Health retains ; | 
Thy Forces join, and all my Labours ſhare, 
For Schemes like theſe demand our utmoſt Care. 
Faint as I ſeem, from Toil I ſhall not breathe, 
Till the two Brother-Kings their Swords unſheath, 


On this I ſtand reſolv'd, tho? Nature plead, 
And ſtart recoiling at th' accurſed Deed. 


Great is the Taſk, then let us ſteel our Hearts 
With Rage, and a& with Vigour un our r Parts. 
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Whence theſe Delays | ? for once forget to ſpare, | 
And chooſe the Standards you prefer to bear. 
They both are tutor'd ready to our Hands, 
And, fir'd by Diſcord, wait but our SON. 


Yet will, I fear, Antigone prevail, 7 15 5 


And with her artful Conduct turn the Scale, | 
Or Oedipus, whoſe importuning Pray'r 

Experience tells us oft has urg'd to ſpare. 

Oft is he ſeen from Converſe to retire, 


In ſecret weep, and act again the Sire. 160 


For this my bold Excurſion I poſtpone 

To Thebes, deſpairing to ſucceed alone. 8 
Then let the baniſh'd Prince your Cares engage, ou 
Leſt Length of Time o'ercome his leſs'ning * 


But moſt beware, leſt mild Adraſtus A 1653 


His youthful Mind, and interrupt the F ray. 

Their Parts aſſign'd, the Siſter-Furies ſped 

Each diff'rent Ways, as their Engagements led. 

As when two Winds from adverſe Quarters tr 
With equal Lungs their Titles to the Sky, _ 179 
Beneath the Blaſt the Waves and Woods reſound, 

| And one N Waſte deforms t the Ground. 


v. 4nd fk the Standards] The "ONT of this i is, chooſe whe- 


ther you will inſpirit Ereocles or Polynices to the Combat. 

v. 169. As when] The Winds perhaps 3:ave been the Subject * 
more Compariſons than any one Thing in Nature. Homer, Virgil, 
and the greateſt Geniuſes of ancient and modern Times abound in 
them, out of which the following comes neareſt our Author's. 


Adverſſ rupto ceu quondam turbine venti e 
Confligunt, Zephyruſque Notuſque & lætus Eois 
Eurus equis, ſtridunt fylvæ: ſævitque tridenti 
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530. ' STATIUSs THEBAID: Book XL 


The mourning Hinds their various Loſs deplore, 


Yet thank that Lot which kept them ſafe on Shore. 


When Jove, enthron'd in open Air, ſurvey'd 1575 


The Day polluted with, a double Shade, 
While murky Spots obſcur'd. the. low'ring Skies, 


And Pbæbus :—ſteraly to the Gods he cries. 
We ſaw the Furies impious Combate wage, _ 
And brook'd, while Moderation check'd their Rage: 


Though one to Fight; unequal durſt _ 191 
Andi fell the Victim of celeſtial Ire. e 


But Deeds approach, as yet on Earth unknown, 115 


For which the Tears of Ages can't atone. 


O turn your Eyes, nor let the Gods ſurvey „ 16% 
The fatal Horrors of this guilty Day. 1 
Sufficient was the Specimen, I ween, 


When Sol, diſguſted at the Rites obſcene 


Of impious Tantalus, recall'd his Light; 
And now again ye mourn a ſudden Night. 190 
Great as the Crime appears at Mercy's . TO 


The Tenants both of Heav'n and Earth I ſpare. 5 


But Heav'n forbid, Aſtræa's chaſter Eye, 
Or the fair Twins ſuch helliſh Acts deſcry. 10 
The Thund'rer ſpoke, and as he turn'd away, 195 


A ſudden Gloom o'erwhelm'd th' inverted. Day. 


Mean while the Virgin Daughter of the Night 


Seeks ee thro che Ranks l F ight.. 


v. 195. And as e turn d, &e. 1 This Piction of Napier turning 
away his Eyes is borrowed from the W Lines in the 16th 
Book of Homer. 

The God, his Eyes averting. from the Plain, Fo 
Laments his Son, predeſtin'd to be ſhin, | 
Far from the Lyc:an Shores, has 4 native 995 | 
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Bor Xl. STATIUSs THEBAID. 
Bencath the Gate the muſing Chief ſhe found, 
For various Omens did his Soul confound. 

Yet unreſoly'd to tempt his doubtful F ate, 
And in à Duel end the ſtern Debate. 
He ſaw, as roaming in the Gloom of Night 
Along the Trench he ponder'd on the F ight, 
Arxrgia's Image penſive and forlorn,  _. 
Her Torches broken, and her Treſſes torn, 
(For Jove's all-gracious Will bad thus decreed - 
To warn him of the near-approaching Deed) 
In vain the Warrior importun'd to tell 


The Motive of her F light, and what befell: 210 
Nought to the tender Queſtion ſhe replies 
But from his Sight, the Tears faſt-falling, flies. 

Vet well, too well he gueſs'd the fatal Cauſe, 

That his fair Conſort from Mycene draws, 

Diſcerns the dire Prediction of his Death, 


And trembles, to reſign his vital Breath, _ 
But when the Goddeſs thrice her Scourge had ba. 
And ſmote the Mail that glitter'd on his Side; 
He raves, he burns with F ury not his own, 
Nor ſeeks ſo much to mount the Theban Throne, 
As Oer his flaughter'd Brother to expire 

At length he thus accoſts his aged Sire. 

Too late, O beſt of Fathers, I've decreed 

In os F * to conquer or 15 . 


v. 223. For late) This Speech of Nit is not widious its par- 
ticular Graces. There is. an Air of Majeſty and Greatneſs that 
dignifies the whole; and the beautiful Confuſion and Irregulari 


ty 
that it diſplays is excellently adapted to the Circumſtances of the 


Speaker, In the Beginning of it he blames himſelf for not pre- 
venting the vaſt Effuſion of Blood by a ſingle Combat with his 
Brother Eteocles, He then artfully ſounds Adraſtus concerning his 
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532 STATIUSs THEBAID: Boer xl. | 
When only I of all my Peers ſurvive,” 8 4 | 225 


For nought but Miſery condemn'd to live. by 

O had I thus determin'd, ere the Plain. _ 

| Yet whiten'd with the Bones of Wa nus Dain, 
Rather than ſee the Flow'r of Argos — 
And royal Blood begrime the guilty Wall. 230 
Say, was it juſt, I ſhould aſcend the Throne, To 
Thro* which ſo many widow'd Cities moan. * 

Yet ſince too late the Wreaths of Praiſe I claim, 
Revenge ſhall prompt, and act the Part of Fame. 


Say, can one Spark of Pity warm thy Breaſt ' 2 255 1 


For him who robb'd thy antient Limbs of Reſt, 
For him, by whoſe unhappy Conduct led, 

And in whoſe Caule ſo many Chiefs have bled. 
This well thou know'ſt, tho' willing to conceal 


My ſhameleſs Actions thro? paternal Zeal, 240 


O had 1 dy'd, ere to theſe Walls I fled; 

But wreak thy Vengeance on my Ely Head. 
- To ſingle Combat I my Brother dare. 
*Tis thus reſolv'd. For Fight I now prepare. 


Nor thou diſſuade : for by almighty Fove 245 


Thy Pray'rs and Tears muſt incffeQual prove. | 

Should &en my Parents, half diſſolv'd in Tears, 

Or Siſters ruſh between our claſhing Spears, 
And fondly ftrive to check my furious Courſe, 


They ſtrive in vain: for vain are Art and Force. 250 


Say, ſhall I drink the little that remains 
Of Grecian Blood, and walks: it on the Plains? 2 


Affection, with a View to the Requeſt he afterwards makes. I 
ſhort, Hur Author has approved himſelf no leſs ſkilful in moving 
the Paſſions than in deſcribing the more tumultuous Scenes of War, 
and. Devaſtation. | 
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v. 27 
Cage 


| I aw, unmay'd, th- uncloſing Earth give Way, 
And ſnatch the Prophet Fram the Realms of Day. 
I faw the Blood of gen'rous deus ſpilt, 
A more than equal Partner of his Guilt. 
In vain th* Arcadian Queen and Tegea raves, 
While this her Son, and that her Monarch craves.. 
Why fell I not like bold Hippomedon, „„ 
Surcharg'd with martial Wreaths and T e won. 
Why durſt I not, like Capaneus, engage, | 
And mingle mortal with immortal Rage? 
What coward Terrors check my trembling Hand ? 
Avaunt.—— give the Juſtice ye demand. 
| . childleſs Matron, hoary Sire, 
And youthful Widow, fluſh'd with am'rous Fire, 
With all, whoſe Joys I crop'd before the Time, 
Convene, and eurſe me for the fatal Crime. 
Here let them ſtand Spectators of the Fray, 
And for my Foe with Hands uplifred pray. 
And now, my Spoule, and all that's dear, adieu; 
Nor thou, O King, beyond the Grave purſue 
Thy Vengeance; nor to us alone impute 
The Guilt, which Heav'n partakes ; but grant my Suit, 
And reſcue from my conq'ring Brother's Ire 
My laſt Remains. This only I require. 
O may thy ner happier Nuptials prove, 
And bleſs a Chief more worthy of her Love. 
He paus'd; and manly Tears their Cheeks o 'rflow ; 


Thus, when eee Spring difiolves che Snow, 280 


v. 0 Be "hausd] Ariofto has 3 this Simile in the 36th 


un of his Orlando furieſo. Stanza 40. 
Come a meridional tiepidi venti, 


Che 
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334 S$TATIUS's THEBAID. Boo XI. 
Of Hemus nothing ſave the Name remains, Man 


And Rhbodope ſinks level with the Plains. 


To calm his Paſſion with the Words of o 
And moderate his now-redoubled Rage. 

Eſſay d Adraſtus; but the Stygian Queen 2283 
Broke off his Speech with a terrific Scene. 
5 A winged Steed, and fatal Arms ſhe brought; 


And leſt he flag, to ſudden Pity wrought; 
A poliſ'd Helm ſhe fix d upon his Head, 


And thus, in Aſpect like Perintbus, ſaid. 290 


No more Delays.——The Object of thy Hate, 


(As Fame informs us) iſſues from the Gate. 


The Fiend prevails, and mounting him by Force, 


With Joy beholds him take the wiſh'd-for Courſe : | 
Pale as a Spectre, ofer the Plain he flies, 295 
And her dire Shadow, looking round, deſcries. - 
In vain the Thebay Leader fought to prove 
His Gratitude to Cloud-compelling Fove | 
By ſacred Honors. The celeſtial Sire | 
Unheeding ſees the curling Fumes aſpire. 300 
Nor to the Fane one Deity deſcends; 


Tiſiobons alone the Rites attends. 


Amid the Croud ſhe ſtands, and watts his Vos 
From Fove to Proſerpine's tremendous Spouſe. | 


| Che ſpirano dal mare il fiato caldoz 
Le nevi fi diſſolvono e i torrent, CEO 
E'l ghiaccio, che pur dianzi era ſe faldo: 


* 


v. 285. But the Stygian Qgeen] The Introduction of the Fury 


Tifphone as the Authoreſs of the Duel is imitated from the ſeventh 
Book of the neid, where Alecto is engaged in almoſt the ſame il. 
laudable Office. And perhaps after the Reader has well weighed 
the two Paſſages together, and obſerved with what Art the Machi- 
nery is conducted by our Poet, he will not think the Copy much 


inferior to the Original. 
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Boox KI, STATIUS's THEBAID. 335 


O thou, from whom (though envying Argos dea 30s 
Saturnia's Preſence: on her favour'd Coaſt) 
We ſprung, a Race of Origin divine, 
What Time, a Votary to Cupid's Shrine, 
Great Jove was ſeen in leſs than human Shape, 


Our Orgies mterrupted by the Rape, 2 3t0 


Whilſt on thy Back the cheated Fair-one rode, 
Unconſcious of th' Embraces of a God. 

Nor only then (if we may credit Fame) 

Wert thou enamour'd of a Tbeban Dame. 

At length our Walls have prov'd thy grateful Senſe. 
Of ancient Services: as in Defence 315 
Of thy own Heav'n the vengeful Thunders roll'd, 
Such as our Sires with Horror heard of old. _, 
Accept theſe Off rings then, thy Mercies claim, 


Nor let in vain the votive Altars flame. 05 320 


Let theſe ſuffice. ——Our beſt Endeavours prove 
A trivial eee for heav' nly Love. 
To Bacchus and Alcides we reſign _ 
This Office, where tis their s alone to ſhine. N 


He paus'd; when burſting forth with fable Glare, 325 


T he Flames invade his Diadem and Hair. 


v. 3 k 3. Ner 0 per] The 1 here hinted ; at is Semele, to | 
whom he alludes in the following Verſe. 


© Such as our Sires with Horror heard of old. , 


v. 325. When burſting] This ominous Incident ſeems raken from 
re who ſays in his ſeventh Aineid, | 


Præterea caſtis adolet dum altaria tædis, 
Et juxta genitorem aſtat Lavinia virgo: 
Viſa nefas, longis comprendere crinibus 1 ignem, 
Atque omnem ornatum flamma crepitante cremari, 
Regaleſque accenſa comas, accenſa coronam 
Inſignem gemmis: tum fumida lumine fulvo e 
5 Involyi, ac totis Vulcanuin ſpargers — . 
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Admiration. The 
and the Characters of Eteocles, Polynices, Antigone and Oedipus admi- 
rably ſupported. The Reader will I hope excuſe this and other 
Sallies of Enthuſiaſm, it is but natural for a Tranſlator to have 
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536 5TATIUS' THEBAID. + Book XI. 
The Victim then, uninjur'd by the Wound. 


With bloody Foam diſtain'd the ſacred Sad; 85 
At the bright Altar aim'd a furious Stroke. 
And thro? th* oppoſing Crowd impetuous broke. - 
Forth from the Fane the pale Attendants ring, © 8 0 


And the ſage Augur ſcarce conſoles the 3 
At length he iſſues Orders to renew 1 — 
The Rites, and ſcreens his Fears from public View, 
Thus Hercules, when firſt he felt the Pains, 333 
Of the ſlow Poiſon raging in his Veins, N 
Patient awhile his Part at th' Altar bore: 


Then, as his Anguiſh grew at ev'ry Pore, 1 55 
Gave Vent to Groans that pierc'd the pitying Skies, 


| 


And wildly left th* unfiniſh'd Sacrifice. _ 200 
Whilſt anxious Cares perplex his tortur'd Mind, : 
' Young Apytus (his Porter's Charge aſſign d 


To Subſtitutes leſs ſwift of Foot) drew near, 


And, panting, thus ſalutes the royal Ear. 
O wave theſe Rites, ye ſolemnize in vain; 345 
: Nor let ſuch C Cares withhold you from the Plain. 


v. 338. 77 1 Hercules] I believe ot of my 3 are ac- 
quainted with the Hiſtory of this Affair: and therefore ſhall make 
no Apology for referring thoſe who are not to Seneca, who has 
5 W a Play on this Subject, entitled Hercules Oetæ unt. | 
v. 345. O wave theſe Rites] From the Beginning of this eech 
| to the Cloſe of the Book there is a conſtant Succeflion of all the 
| Graces of Poetry. The pleaſing and terrible, the ſublime and the 
| Pathetic are here work'd up toÞ 


erfeQion, and ſhewn in their pro- 
per Colours. Us? not only force the Reader's Attention, but 
iſtreſs is here wound up to its higheſt Pitch, 


ſome Predilectan for his Author, which may ſometimes tranſport 
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followi 


\ 


Boon XI. STATIUS's THEBAID. 


When Groves of hoſtile Spears beſet our Gates, 


Our Fate depends on Action, not Debates. 


Thy Foe, O Monarch, thunders at the Walls; 


And thee to combate, thee alone he calls. 
His Comrades turn away, and while he ſpeaks, 


Sighs heave each Breaſt, and Tears bedew their Cheeks. - 


His Army vent their Murmurs to the Skies; 
At length in Agony of Grief he cries, 
Say, why was guiltleſs Capaneus deſtroy'd, 
Here rather be thy Bolts, O Fove, employ'd ? 
In the King's Breaſt now Fear and Anger wage 
A ſhort-liv'd War, but ſoon are loſt in Rage. 
Thus when the Victor-Bull hears from afar 
His exil'd Rival haſtning to the War, 
He ſtalks, exulting in collected Might 


. 537 


* 


350 


335 


Ss Foams with Exceſs of Rage, and hopes the Fight : 


His Heels the Sand, his goring Horns provoke 


The paſſive Air with many a well-aim'd Stroke. 


a young critic, too far. It is hop'd however that Men of Taſte | 
will acknowledge that S:atius in this Book deſerves an high degree 


of Praiſe and Admiration. . 


v. 359. Thus when, &c.] The Reader may compare this with the | 


following Simile from Taf. 


Non altramente il Tauro, ove l' irriti 
Geloſo amor con ſtimuli pungenti, 
Horribilmente mugge, e co' muggiti 
Sli ſpirti in ſe riſveglia, e l' ire ardenti, 
E. corno-aguzza ai tronchi, e par, ch' inviti 
Con vani colpi alla battaglia i vent, 
Sparge co'l pie P arena, e' ſuo rivale 
Da lunge sfida à guerra aſpra, e mortale. 
ee e e e eee ee, Oc 90:58 
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Nor were they wanting, who the King befriends 
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338 STATIUS: * HEBAID. Book Xl. 


While the fair Herd, with anxious Horror — 365 


Let him his empty Wrath, unheeded, ſpend 
Een greater Things, when prompred by Deſpair. 370 


In raſh Exploits, and fruitleſs Schemes r engage. 


Is the laſt Effort of declining Rage. 


Reſt thou ſecure, and truſt to us alone, 


| Whoſe Arms ſhall guard thee on the well-earn'd Throne 
At thy Command all Thebes ſhall arm again: 375 
Thus ſpake of Sycophants th' encircling Train. 


But Creon took Advantage of the Times, 

To tell the Monarch of his num'rous — 

A Spirit yet untam'd and uncontrouFd - 

With Grief for brave Menzceus made bien bold. 380 


No Reſt he knows: alike are Day and Night. 
His Son is ever preſent to his Sight. _ 
Still he beholds him falling from the Tow'r, | 
While his torn Breaſt emits a bloody St. 
As ſtill the Monarch on the Challenge mus'd: 38; 
Dar'd not accept it, nor had yet refus'd : _ 64 


He cries. O Tyrant inſolent and baſe! 


Employ d by TON to 2 a 9 Hao, 


V. 387. 0 Gran] Notwithflanding hs: Treat Character of 
Dirances's Invective in the 11th Book of the AZ xerd, this of Creon 
may at leaſt bear to be compar'd with it. If the former is full of 


ſpirited Satire and humorous Sarcaſms, the latter is no leſs fo, to 
which are ſuperadded ſome fine Strokes of the Pathos, which the 
Subject of Drances's Speech would not admit of, But as general 
Remarks are leſs convincing than Particulars, we ſhall confront 
ſome — Paſſages. 12 
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No longer hope the 7 Beba, to command, 1 

And meanly conquer by another's Hand. 00 

No longer ſhalt thou here in ſoft Repoſe ho 
Inſult our Fears, and triumph in our 8 wo ee 
Too long beneath the Wrath of * we've n | 
And for another's Perjuries aton'd. | 5 
No longer Thebes her treaſur'd Wealth can boaſt, | 33 
Her youthful Warriors, and well-peopled Coaſt: 

So few are left, that ſhou'd'ſt thou longer m 1 

Slaves wou'd be even wanted to obey.  _ 

Some hath Jſnenos wafted to the Deep, 13 
And ſome, depriv'd of fun'ral Honors, fleep 400 
While others ſeek their Limbs diſpers'd around, 

Or prove their Art on many a mortal Wound. 

Reſtore our Brothers, Sires, and Sons their own, 

Nor let our deſert Fields and Houſes moon. 
Say, why is Dryas abſent now ſo , 
Eubza's Leaders, and the Phocian Throng? Si; 
Yet them th' impartial Arbiter of Fight $ 
Conſign'd to Manſions of eternal Night. 801 
But thou, my Son, as worthy that alone, e 
Haſt Fallen to _— the ag 8 e 7 
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v. 393+ „ lng) $0 o Virgil. 


O Latio caput horum & cauſa 1 
Tone animos, & pulſus abi: ſat funera fuſi 
Vidimus, ingentes & deſolavimus agros. 


. 399. Some hath Iſmenos] 


Nos, anime viles, inhumata, infleraque Turba, 
Sternamur campis. 


v. 407. Yet them] The Tranſition from: the Death of the other 
Heroes to that of his Son is very artfully conducted, and merits 
the 3 e from all Lovers of the pathetic, 


Devoted 


1 
eee 
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5840 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book XI. 


Devoted as the Firſt· fruits of the War. 


To Mars, a Sacrifice the Gods abhor. 


And ſhall our King-(Q/Scandabroithe-Name)-.:: 


Delay when challeng'd to aſſert his Claim _ *. 


Or does Tirefes bid another go 4416 


And baſely frame new Oracles of Woe? 


« For why ſhould Hæmon ony-longer\live, «| VI 
And his more gen'rous Brother ſtil! hilt * BY 
Let him defend thy Right to kin gly Power 


While thou may'ſt fit Spectator from the Tow'r. 420 


Why doſt thou murm'ring vent thy Threats in vain, 
And look for Vengeance from this menial Train? 


Not theſe alone, but they who gave thee Breath, 
And-een thy Siſters wiſh thy ſpeedy Death. 


Thy threat'ning Brother labours at the Gate; 425 
Nor canſt thou here much longer ſhun thy Fate 
So long deſerv'd. — Thus ſpoke th* impaſſion'd Sire; 
The King replies, inflam'd with equal Ire. 

Think not, O Traytor, by this weak Pretence 
To veil thy Hopes, and triumph o'er our Ss: 25 439 

No Grief cou'd move thee for Meneceus Death 
But rather Joy, he thus reſign'd his Breath” 
Fearing, thy impious Thoughts ſhou'd be deſcry'd, 

Thou ſeek'ſt i in Tears the ſwelling Joy to hide, 


Thro' vain Preſumption, that if I ſhou'd fall, 435 


Thou, as 8 muſt ſway the regal Hall. 


v. 41 3- And fall our King]. 1 1 5 


Et j jam tu, fi qua tibi vis, 
Si patrii quid Martis babes, lum ace contra 
* vocat. FT 36094 get | 
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Book XI STATIUS's THEBAID. $41 


Yet hope not, Fortune; "adverſe as ſhe ſeems, 

Will ſecond thee in theſe ambitious Schemes; 1 
Fen now thy wretched Life is in my Hands, . 
But firſt my Arms, my Arms, ye faithful Bands. 440 
While we're in Fight, thou, Creon, may'ſt aſſuage 
Thy Groans, and take Advantage of our Rage. 

Yet ſhou'd the Fortune of the Day be mine 
Immediate Death, vile Miſcreant, ſhall be thine. 


Thus ſpoke the Monarch, and his ſhining ch BY . 


Drawn forth in Anger to the Sheath reſtor'd. 
Thus, when eurdiett by a random Wound, 
The Snake on Spires erected, cleaves the Ground, 
And, fraught with Ire, from his whole Body draws 


A Length of Poiſon to his thirſty Jaws, 450 


If has his Foe, unheeded, turns aſide, | 
His high wound Wrath is quickly pacified; 
He drinks the Venom, which he * in x vain, 
And his diſtended Neck ſubſides again. / 


But when the ſad Jocaſta had received © 435 


The dire Account, too haſtily believ'd, 
Unmindful of her Sex, and ev'ry Care, 
She bar'd her OY! Breaſty, ang rent Hap Hair. | 


= - a She bar'd ben bloods bre The e of Koala opens 
with great Tenderneſs, TEE is preluded by Actions expreſſive of 
the higheſt Miſery. The Circumſtance in particular of ſhowing 


that Breaſt to her Son, which had ſupported him in his DRY. 


is (to uſe the Words of Mr. Pope) extremely moving. It is 
ſilent Kind of Oratory, and prepares the Heart to liſten by pre 


poſſeſſing the Eye in Favour of the Speaker. Priam and Habs 


are repreſented in much the ſame Condition, when endeavouring 
to diſſuade their Son Hector from a ſingle Combat with Achilles, 


though I muſt obſerve, in praiſe of our Author, that there is more 
Paſſion in Jocaſta s Speech, and the Contraſt of Terror and Tiey . 


W more hei Shtened. 
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542 STATIUSs THEBATD. BO o XI 
As whit Agave climb'd the Monntain's Brow, 


To bring the promis d Head (her impiods Vou ) 4% 


Such ruſh'd the Queen, diftrafted in her Mind, 
And left her Daughters, and her Slaves behind. 
Deſpair her Nerves with unknown Vigour aims... 
And Violence of Sorrow made her young, 
Meanwhile the Chief his gracefat Helmet ek, 


46 


And in his Hand two pointed Javelins f ſhook. 


When in his Mother — At the Sight - 


Hie and his Train grew Pale with wild Affriight; 


He renders back in haſte a proffer d Dart, 


While thus ſhe ſtrives to work upon his Heart. 470 


Say, whence this Rage, and why ſo ſoon again 
The warring Furies quit their nether Reign? 


Was it fo ſlight two adverſe Hoſts to lead, at 
And fight by Proxy on th* enfanguin'd Mead? | 
That nothing. but a Duel can appeaſe you 
| Your mutual Wrath, nor leis than Murder pleat, 
Where will the Victor have Recourſe for Reſt, 
Say, will he court it on this ſlighted Breaſt? 
Thrice happy Spouſe in this thy gloomy e Jo. 
O had theſe Eyes but ſhar'd an equal Fate? 450 
And muſt I ſee? — Ah! whither doſt thou turn 
Thoſe Eyes that with revengeful Fury burn? 
What mean theſe Symptoms of a tortur'd Breaſt, 
7 Harſh-grinding Teeth, and Murmurs half ſuppreſt ? 
Hop'ſt thou to ſee thy Mother overcome, 485 
Firſt thou muſt try theſe odious Arms at home, © 
TI ſtop thee in the Threſhold of the 1 


And, while I can, oppoſe the fell Debate. WR | 
Firſt thou ſhalt pierce, in Fullneſs of thy Rage, 


Theſe — that fed thee 1 in da tender Age: 490 
While 
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Bod XI. STATIU S's THEBAID, 543 


While hurried on by thee, the furious Horſe be, 

Spurns my hoar Head, and. tramples on my Corſe. 

Why doſt thou thus repel me with thy Shield 

Forbear, and to my juſt Intreaties yield. 

No Honors to the Furies have I paid, 

Nor againſt thee invok'd: infernal Aid. 

Tis not ſtern Oedipus, thy vengeful Sire, 

Thy Bliſs, thy Welfare only I deſire. 

I aſk thee bur to halt awhile, and weigh  _ 

The Guilt and Dangers of th' intended Fray. 300 

What tho' thy Brother ſammons thee to ficht, 

Preſuming on imaginary Might ? 

No Friend 1s near his Fury to reſtrain: 

Thee all intreat, thee all i V 455 

Him to the Fight Adraſftus may perſuade, 595 

Or ſhould he check, ſcarce hopes to be obey d. 

Wilt thou then leave us here abſorb'd i in Woe, - 

To vent thy Anger on a Brother Foe ? 

Nor did a Virgin's tender Fears withhold „ | 

The fair Antigone; but nobly bold 3610 1 
She ruſh'd amidſt the Croud, reſoly'd to gain 

= The Wall, whoſe Height commands the ſubje&t Plain. | 

Old Actor follows with unequal Pace, 4 DEE | 

Enfeebled, e're he reach'd the deſtin'd — 

Her Brother ſhe diſcern'd. not, as afar 313 

She ſaw him glitter in the Pomp of War. ee 

But when ſhe heard him inſolentiy 1 8 

8 Diſcharge his Darts, and thunder in the Crowd, 

be Screams, and as about to quit the Walls, 

ben Pohnices thus aloud. ſhe calls. 10 

8 Awhile: thy: Arms, and horrid Creſt reſign, 

And to yon Tow't thy roving Eyes confine, 
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5% STATIUSs' THEBAID. | Book XI. 


Know'ſt thou thy Foes? and doſt thou this demand 
Our lawful Share of the ſupreme Command? 
Whate'er may be the Merits of the Cauſe, SOD 64 F 
Such Conduct cannot meet with our Applauſe. 985 
By all the Gods of Argos (for our own 85 

Diſhonour'd and of no Repute are grown) 
By thy fair Spouſe, and all thy Soul holds dear, 


O calm thy Paſſion: and a Siſter hear. „ 530 


Of either Hoſt behold a num rous Train, 


Permit not theſe to ſue, and ſve i in vain. 


This, only this I claim as the Reward 


Of my ſuſpected Love, and firm . . 
Unbind the martial Terrors of thy Brow, 6 535 


Diſmiſs each Frown, and give me yet to know, | 


That, what with honeſt Freedom I impart, _ 
Has wrought a juſt Impreſſion on thy Heart. 

Fame ſays, thy Mother's ſuppliant Groans have won 
Eteocles, her more obſequious 58540 
But I return repuls'd, who Day and Night So 


Have wept thy Exile, and bemoan'd thy Flight, 5 


5 By me thy haughty Father was appeas'd, 
Een the ſtern Oedipus, fo rarely . 
Thy Brother ſtands acquitted of the Crime, 2 545 


What though he reign'd beyond th' allotted Time, | 


And broke his F aich; yet he repents at laſt, 
And wiſely ſhuns the Cenſure of | he Done. | 


1 * For our WET This is a very PIE 8 of 15 


Diſregard to his native Town, by bringing a foreign Army to be- 
ſiege it. 


v. 534 Of my /u ſpeed 1 Antigone i is reported to . con- 
fined her Affection to her younger Brother Polynices, and even to 
have admitted him to her Embraces. | 


— Lee 


Lactantius. 4 


' . 


Book! 


Still'd by 
And his 1 
His Graſſ 
And fadh 
Thick ĩſſ 
And Tea 
But while 
Aſham'd 
The Gate 
Freed by 
Brother, 
The Glo 
Yet truſt 
The wiſh 
Soon ſha] 
| Be ſubjec 
Nor was 
Now, T 
Thou ad 
But com 
Such Co 
Theſe ar 
This An 
For his x 
As he de 
That ſw; 
The pur 
And ſtuc 
Though 
Nor on | 
Ih Eml 
Each Ar 


Stilbd by theſe Words, his Rage began to ceaſe, 
And his tumultuous Soul was huſh'd to Peace : 
His Graſp relax:d, he gently turns the Wins, . 
And ſadly ſilent for a while remains. 

Thick- iſſuing Groans his blunted Anger ſhow, 
And Tears, by Nature only taught to flow. 

But while he heſitates as in a Trance, N 


The Gates broke down, his Mother thruſt aſide, 
Freed by the Fury, thus his Rival cried. 
Brother, at length I come, yet much ine, 
The Glory of the Challenge muſt be thine. 
Yet truſt me, twas my Mother who delay d e 
The wiſh'd for Combate, and witheld my — $ +: 
Soon ſhall this headleſs State, our native Land, 

| Be ſubject to the Conqueror's Command. 


Now, Tyrant, doſt thou know thy Faith? (he cries) 
Thou acteſt now at length a Brother's Part; 

But come, and prove the Fury of my Dart. 

Such Covenants alone to chooſe remain, 


This Anſwer, ſtern to view, the Chief return d; 
For his proud Heart with ſecret wy burn'd, 

As he deſcry'd his Brother's num'rous Train, rad £7 
That ſwarm'd around him, and half hid the Plain, | 
The purple Trappings, that his Steed adorn, _ 
And ſtudded Helm, by Monarchs only borne. 
Though he himſelf nq common Armour bore, 85 
Nor on his Back a vulgar Tunic wore: 


Th Embroidery his ſkilful Conſort (ought 


— 
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Aſham'd alike to linger or advance, Th 7 


Nor was the Prince more mild in his an 2 105 5 
Theſe are the Laws, that muſt ſecure our Reign. 370 


575 


i [Each Art that 2 Damſels practiſe) wrought. 580 
* „ m And 
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Like truſty Squires, beſide the Steeds they ſand, 
And, while they ſeem attentive to the Reins, 3885 


Two Brothers meet in Fight, alike in Face, 
Sprung from one Womb, tho? not from one Embrace 
Now ceaſe the Signals of the War around, 
Nor the hoarſe Horns, nor ſhriller Trumpets found 590 
When Pluto thunder'd from his gloomy Seat, 


Retire from Scenes they cannot but abhor. oo 
Bellona quench'd in Haſte her flaming Brand, 59; vet t 


While to the Walls the wretched Vulgar ſpeeds % 
A juſt Averſion mixt with Pity ſhow, 1 45 


Here hoary Sires, a venerable Fhrong, 
Complain to en and HP NEON OAH loop 5 | 


Attention of the Reader muſt be awaken'd at this Criſis. Nothing 
ludes it. The Images have ſomething in them wonderfully grand 


War retiring with the utmoſt Precipitation from ſo horrid a 25 
tele. Ewen the Furies themſelves, who were acceſſary to 
Duel, when it is upon the Point of being fought, are : hr 


; 5 its Invention. 


And now they ſally to the duſty Plain, 
The Furies follow, mingling in the "EM 


Agjuſt their Trappings with officious Hand, 


With intermingled Snakes augment their. Manes, f 


The conſcious Earth thrice ſhook beneath their Feet. 
Mars laſh'd his Steeds, and all the Pow'rs of War 


And laurell'd Valour quits the guilty Land. 
The Siſter Furies bluſh at their own Deeds; 


And rain their Sorrows on the Crowd below. 60 5 Rs 


v. 581 a Ala now n fall to the] It i is impoſiible but cho who 


could be better contriv'd to prepoſſeſs him with a juſt Deteſtation 
of this impious and unnatural Combate than the Fiction that pre. 


and-magnificent. We hear Pluto thundering, feel the Earth ſhak- 
ing under us, and ſee Mars, Pallas and the ſubaltern Deities of 


as ſhock'd, abaſh'd and aſtoniſh'd. The Circumſtance of the Mo- 
thers driving away their Children has not mare of Art than Nature 


There 


1 
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T here ſadder Matrons their bare Breaſts diſplay hogs 
And kindly | drive their eager Sons away. BASH IF? 


Aſtoniſh'd at the Deed, infernal Jobe ; n 66; 


Opens each Paſſage to the Realms above. 1 5 
The Phantoms, freed on ev ry Mountain $ Brom N 
Recline, Spectators of their Country's Woe; © 
Around a Miſt of Stygian Gloom they _—_— 
Glad, that their preateſt Crimes are now dope. was 
Soon as Adraſtus was inform'd by Fame, 
The wrathful Combatants, unaw'd by Shame, 
Had iſſued forth to cloſe the bloody Scene, 
Lie urg'd his Steeds, and kindly ruſh'd between. 
Much was he reverenc'd for Rank and Age, 615 
But what cou'd theſe avail to calm their Rage? 
When Nature's Ties experienc'd no Regard, 
Yet thus he ftrives their Conflict to retard. 
Shall then the Greek and Tyrian Armies too 1. 
Your Crime, as yet unmatch'd, unacted, view theo 
Can there be SwW'rs above, and Laws divine? 
But come, your Wrath at my Requeſt reſign. 5 
Taſk thee, Monarch! tho' we act as Foes, 
Yet know, our Strife from our Relation . 
Of thee a Son! Obedience I demand; 625 
Vet if he thus deſire ſupreme Sent 
I lay aſide the Garb of ſov'reign Sway, 

Argos and Lerna ſhall your Laws obey. 

He ſpake : their ſtubborn Purpoſe they retain,” 4 4 
Nor his ſage Counſels more their will reſtrain, 6 30 
Than the Sea liſtens to the Sailor's Cr 
When the Surge bellows, and the Storm runs high. 
When he perceiv'd | his mild Intreaties vain, 
Ang the two SAP? encount ring on the Plain, 
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| While each, impatient, anxious. firſt to wound, 2 
Inſerts his Dart, and whirls the Sling around, 


He laſh'd Aion ( who, his Silence broke, 


The ſtern Decrees of Fate, portentous, ſpoke) 


Yields all the Reigns, and flying ſwift as Wind, 
His Camp, his Son, and Army leaves * wy 


Not paler look'd the Ruler of the Ghoſts, 


When he fs his own To artarian Coalts 8 


v. 638. The os 0 The tape cke of this F iction is not 


'fo flagrant as ſome may apprehend it, and our Author has the 


Sanction of Fable and Hiſtory to juſtify his uſing it. Livy tells us 
.of two Oxen, who forewarn'd the City of Rome in theſe Words, 


Roma cave tibi : and Pliny obſerves, that theſe Animals were re. 


markable for — Eſt frequens in prodigiis priſcorum, 
bovem eſſe locutum. Homer introduces the Hories of Achilles pro-. 


phecying their Maſter's Death: and if he has done it without 


Oenſure from the Critics, why may not Statius be allowed the ſame 


Liberty after him; 
v. 641. Not paler lob ] The following Verſes of 3 with 


Mr. Pope's Note on them * clear up the G2 82 of . Simile 
at there be any. 6 e 


ps e 1 r E e. 5 TExS Pen, ä 
Zs Sil, T8lTales el Alus evigeon deen. C- 
rev 3 —_ Ae, ing. * iſaltept mpg 5 
He Hay A 70A6HV WAGE avipesy . 
Hane, Als 4. Hv Kopen diesne e 
Ziòs . EAMX Epgevoy fdr ev uYpe rihtAya:* 5 | 


| Tas a r. mob: mer 3 — cuper@-. 4 
| " © Homer's niad. B. 15. 


* bows thou ght the Platonic Philoſophers drew from hence the 


' Notion of their Triad (which the Chriſtian Plataniſts fince imagin'd 


to. be an obſcure Hint of the ſacred Trinity.) 'The' Trias of Plan 


| bs well known, 76 cr oy TT: g 0 fe ©, 1 72 X0THE. oxen In his 


he tells us, Toy Openpos ( autorem ſc. fuiſſe) 2d Toy ναννναν 
r Tgidbade bmg See Proclus in Plat. Theol. Lib. 1. c. 5. 


Lucian, Philopatr. Ariſtotele de calo, L. 1. c. 1. ſpeaking of the 


Ternarian Number from Pythagoras, has theſe Words, Ta Tgias Fan, 
ney 1 Tpls nur. 8 eis rac age v rd. Sar xp. ro cg 700 


TW. x8 Ju megy wp Per xoy 8 nud ay ope40s To Ty Xcy Te. ra wis Te 
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ſuch Men, 
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With the-more bliſsful Scenes of Heay'n above, 
By fav'ring Lot aſſign d to happier Jove. 
Nor Fortune was indulgent to the Fray, 
But by a blameleſs Error of the Way 
She kept their ruſhing Courſers long apart, 
And kindly turn'd aſide each guiltleſs Dart. 
At length the Chiefs, impatient for the F ight, 4) 
With Spurs and looſen'd Reins their Steeds excite, 6 51 
While direful Omens from the Gods above 1 
Both Armies to renew the Battle move. 


And glorious Diſcord fires their inmoſt Souls. 
Oft Paſſion urges them to ruſh between, 1 
And intercept with Arms the bloody Scene, 

But Piety, who view'd with equal Scorn 
The Gods, and thoſe of mortal Mothers born, 
Sate in a diſtant Part of Heay'n,: alone, 
| Nor habited, as ſhe was whilom known. 

A gloomy. diſcontented Look ſhe wore, 
The Snow-white Fillet from her Treſſes tore, 
And like a Mother or a Siſter ſnow d 
Her tender Heart in Tears, that freely flow d. 
The guilty Fates and Saturn's Son ſhe blam'd, _ 
And with a be oice that wn the Skies, exclaim 'd, 


660 


rabræ * 10 hs T Os Fr rom: which Paſſige n endes 

vour'd very ſeriouſly to proye that Ariſſotlè had a perfect Know- 
ledge of the Trinity. 
and who ſeems. to be ſenſible of the Folly of Trapezuntius) never- 
theleſs in his Gnomologia Homerica has placed oppoſite to this Verſe 
that of St. Joh - There * are three, who give Teſtimony in Hea- 
ven, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. I think this the 


g ſuch Men, whoſe too muck LITE * made them mad. 


ek | She 


Through either Camp a buſy Murmur rolls, 1 
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(who furniſh'd me with this Note, 


ſtrongeſt Inſtance I ever met with of the Manner of thinking of 
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She ſoon wou'd quit the ſtarry Realms of Jeve 
And ſeek a Manſion in the Stygian Grove. 
Why was I formd, O Author of my Birth, 


To ſway the Sons of Heav'n, and Sons'of Earth? 570 


| Suſpended are my Honours, loſt my Fame, 
And Piety is nothing but a Nam. 
O Madneſs, fatal Madneſs of Mankind, 
And Arts, by raſh Prometheus ill deſign'd. 


Far better had the World Contind d ei en 


And the whole Species been at once deftroy d. 
Try we howe'er their Fury to reſtrain, 12775 
Some Praiſe is due, ſhouꝭd we but try in vain. 
She ſpoke, and watching for a fav'ring Time, 


With ſwift Deſcent forfook th' aerial Clime, 680 


Sad as ſhe ſeem'd, a ſnowy Trail of Light 
Purſu'd her Steps, and mark'd her rapid Flight. 

| Scarce had ſhe landed, when, their Wrath bares, 
The Love of Peace prevails in ev ry Breaſt. 
Adown their Cheeks the Tears in ſilence ſteal 68; 
And the two Foes a tranſient Horror feel. 2 
Fictitious Arms, and Male-Attire the wears, 

And thus aloud her high Beheſts declares. 

Hither, whoe'er fraternal Friendſhip knows, : 

If yet we may reſtrain theſe Brother Foes, © 690 
Then (for I ween Heav'n pitied) from each Hand 
The Weapons fell, and fixt the Courſers ſtand. 

Een Fortune ſeem'd to ſpin a ſhort Delay, 

And ruſh between to cloſe the dreadful Fray ; 

Bur ſtern Erinnys pierc'd the thin Diſguiſe, 695 
And ſwift as Lightning to the Goddeſs flies. 

What urg'd thee, who to Peace art more inclin 'd, 


To mingle ir in the Wars of Human-kind ? $ 
| Retire 


5 þ Mg SS oh 


Retire, 


Book XI. STATIUS's THEBAWD. 581 


Retire, advis 'd, and give the Vengeance War... 

Our's is the Field, and Fortune of the Day. 700 

Why was thou wanting, when a juſt Pretence 

Was offer d thee to war in their Defence? 

When Bacchus bath'd his Arms in kindred Blood, 

And Mars's Serpent drank the guilty Flood; 

When the Sphinx fell, and Cadmus ſow'd the Plain; 705 

When Laius by his Son was raſhly ſlain, - 

Or, guided by our Torch, Jocaſta preſs dd 

The Bed of Inceſt. —— Thus the Fiend addreſt 

The baſhful Pow'r, purſu'd her as ſhe fled 

With Snakes, and way'd her Torch around her Head. 
The Goddeſs draws the Veil before her Eyes, TIT -- 

And for Redreſs to Fove all- potent flies. 

Soon as ſhe left the Heroes, by Degrees | 

Their Ire returns, and nought but Arms can pleaſe. | 

The perjur'd Monarch firſt his Javelin flings; ak 715 

Full on the middle Orb the Weapon rings, * 
Nor pierc d the Gold, but bounding from the Shield 

' Exhauſts its blunted Fury on the Field. 

The Prince advances next, in Act to throw, 
But firſt beſpeaks the Pow rs that rule below 720 
Ye Gods, of whom with more than hop'd Succeſs ; 

The Sor of Lois whilom arg Redrels, „ 


v. 721. And for Redreſe] Barkbins with more than. aſual Pro- 
priety obſerves, that our Author like the great Homer has nodded 
over this Paſſage. How (ſays he) is it probable, that Piery ſhould 
have recourſe to Jupiter for Redreſs, on whom with all the other 


Deities ſhe had thrown out the moſt bitter Invectives, and Nr 
ed, as he informs us, 


She ſoon would quit the ſtarry * of Joe, 


5 Ad, ſcek a Manſion in the Le En: Stove. 


; 3 ' 


To 


1 


8 We. a 5 _ 0 _ - 3.1 Ae KC ac” 4 1 by g " LIM 
2 1 3 | 3 5 g 8 5 * — 3 1 * 1 * NIN! 9 En Tr 
; : 5 9 — 2 « - ” MY * = = 3 - Prog . _ - * * 2 I DP Gs — — 2 * — 4 
e CERES SES £8, a+ Pet LAT EIT Ae IFRS WES _ 22; at tg Eras rn — ti eee > B ˖ͤ W W ˙ 2 Kee — 
9 R j rats — | p — * 3 K . 8 TR r r r IT OTE nn i IE IR I 
* N EN My * — 3 pon Fo 5 — 3 E — ry — — - xe ; hp og xt 5 7 — _. 2 bY © 0 S RA 2 — as "IE TER II 2 8 . na © . 
. R N — . — n 8 N | . G * a — — - — - : 
4 I to we - 4a. = . — * 4 DTS 


A — 2 IO _ — ro uo IS 
273 . = di — 22 IM "1 — * 3 
—_ — *-& — 


— p - 1 | 
5 5 = + & 
.--" 
- " 1 
0 C E 
. * 3 *% . 
- - -Y 
4 ” : i 
. — 2 . N 

. 1 . 0 OE "FEY * ; 0 £ 0 —— — a — — — Tr es — 

. N _ _ = 3 r > — AS cn} —— — — — . hp = * 

wa IC wan rai - — — oi 9 — — 2 2 2 * -B% A 98 IS —— g p 3 Ki is q 

—— 2 = ks 7 . * a2 * N 2 
_— H 1 ö 5 OED — 3 4 * wo — 4 ae — — * . * _”= > — { 
ws * 2 , — 2 - hy 1 — 1 — — 22 Ay - — von: 5 ” * 

P * * rr K r - 5 oc . — —— — . — — a — 2 — — — — A — — 2 $ 
. os — ns — — —¾ 3 — — — —— 2 — — of rr PR. cy —— : — 4 : 


We 


ren 
—— r 7 


— 

whe 7 D 

2 A 
W 062 


* 


3 


8 9 

2 — og - — * — 
— rere * 

— — * 

— — 


* 4 * " 
53 
— ES — 
dj we . - n 
— — 
— —— 
1 =_ COEIS - r . _ 
— 2 _- var 5 4 
45 \SD- i iS. ne = eg vo I 
—_—— —— — 


j—U—U—U——œä EIiA 3, ꝰ — eg 


| P - — — 


m — p — — — 
L e 


— — ͤ — ä —— 
- 


12 22 
— 


— * 42 C PR 1 — 82 * 5 
- . "- - > — — pa — pant ec r * — N. 3 2 2 8 2 

VO”, — e 8 _ _- _ «4 * 1 . — ws 1 * 6 * 1 1 2 EY oh A "is 3 2 g La 7 
_,. oY, "2 * * 3 a 7 ie EIT p__ 8 nn "rk . a j . rns = ER Rr ar yr , g * r 9 — 2 „„ ub Þ— he 6 * - — 

x »\. 2 > IO — - 9 0 T - * - I — IC — 1 - — * EX Y 3 22 = WR . * by * — l . g f * * 

8 + "pO „ © : n e 3 32 2 — y 3 3 E23 * > \ 2 * TEE : ART — - £ 3 ES 2h 5 þ —ä — . — 

« — 2 * 8 2 * ee" 3 ARSE A 2 5 : * " 5 a ö . Ig *% 1 L — I 20-4 we "oh = . = => RI . = — - >= — - — * — þ —* han ; * > 
: ” — —— | Rath». "= ERS he 2 *. = py — * — 4 * =: — — — — —— — I — 9 * Ba; * _— þ — me 
2 3 0 


— — — — = CAS YC rn Ni NY — 
; .. c  — — — — — — ——— 
— NN 2 — a — r — - : a Xu * 1 8 
KRK e lacy TEE IT OO r 
2 * — — - * — 
r — c 
— * 


5 s 
2 — 2 — - = > 
niet oitarttr ty Rinne — SE 


— 


” * 
— 2 — 
— 1 — LY hy ' o 
2 r 
1 2 ©, * - * 
3 + 


. . LEE VS 
3 r 1 933232 


2 n * 7 
n 


wo ry, 
— — 


— — n 
rw 
—— 


— —ů 
Nr 


A 5 
e * * 
L . > 


N 2 — KY 
Ur) rr 
8 e A . 
7 CT En 
= - 


i = 4. ax a 4 me . 4 
* 2 * 2 : - 2 3 - 1 * — —  - — 
5 i | ; : 0 I — —— * © ” — — * 
VN INES net - . 5 2 y 
. 3 2 a C 2. — * y => p — — p 2 — : — EL 2 we 9 an 
r : . f 
: * 


* 


—— 12 * N * 
Ret rn” IE. 
* 


" _ 52. 


g $52) STATIVS: THEBAID. Book XI. 


To this leſs impious Pray? r your Ears incline, 
And realize the Miſchief I deſign. 1 
Nor think, my Rival ſlain, I wiſh to live, 8 725 
This guilty Spear ſhall Abſolution give. 


Give me but Breath to tell him that I reign, > 


And by ſurviving, double all his Pain. 


The rapid Spear, with forceful Vigour caſt, 


Between the Rider's I high and Courſer * : 730 
A double Death the vengeful Markſman meant, 
But the wiſe Chief his Knee alertly bent; 


Nor, innocent of Blood, the Lance deſcends, _ 


. But the ſhort Ribs with glancing Fury rends. 
The Steed wheels round, impatient of the Reins, 73s 


And draws a bloody Circle on the Plains. 


The Prince, preſuming it his Rival's Wound, 
(He too believes it) with a furious Bound 
Springs forward, and advancing o'er the Mead, 


Pours all his Fury on the wounded Steed. 7⁴⁰ 


Reins mix'd with Reins, and Hand inlock'd i in Hand, 
At once the falling Courſers preſs the Strand. 
As Ships, entangled by the Wind, contend, 

. Their Oars exchange, their rw} Rudders rend, 


OY 


v. 729. Give me but Breath] 12 am inclined | to believe this was 


. one of thoſe Paſſages, that induced Mr. Pope to remark on our 
| Author's Heroes, that an Air of Impetuoſity runs through them 
Al the ſame horrid and ſavage Courage appears in Capaneu, . 
1 Tydeus, Hippomedon, &c. They have a Parity of Character which 
makes them ſeem Brothers of one F amily —— Lucan puts a Wiſh 
in N Mouth, which! is not very diſimilar. 


— - Mih1 Ganare nullo | 

Eft « opus, 0 Superis lacerum retinete cadaver 
Fluctibus in mediis; deſint mihi buſta, Roguſque . 
Dum metuar ſemper, terraque expecter ab omni. Ph. L.s. 


„ 
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And, while they ftruggle i in the gloomy Storm 745 

To break the Knot, a ſtricter Union form; . 
Then, all the Pilot's Art in vain applied, 
Together in a Depth of Sea ſubſide. 
Such was the Scene of Conflict. Art they ſcorn, 15 
By mutual Anger on each other borne. 1750 
The Sparks, that iſſue from each other's Eyes, 1 05 

Eindle their Ire, and bid their Fury riſe: 

Entwin'd in one their Hands and Swords were ſeen, 

So cloſe, no Interval was left between, 95 
But mutual Murmurs, as in ſtern Embrace 755 
They mix, ſupply the Horn, and Trumpet's Place. . 10 
As when, with Anger ſtung and jealous Rage, _ -- 0 
Two Boars, the Terror of the Wood, engage. 
They gnaſh their Iv'ry Tusks, their Briſtles riſe, 48 — . 
And Lightning flaſhes from their glaring Eyes: 760 
While the pale Hunter from ſome Mountain's Height * 
Stills the ſhrill-baying Hounds and views the Fight. il ft | 
Thus fought the Chiefs; nor tho? they yet had found 5 I 
Their Strength exhauſted by a mortal Wound. 1 
Yet flow'd the Bloods the Mischicf was begun, 755 . 
Nor ought, the Fiends, could wiſh, remain'd, undone. — 
They grieve, the Wrath of Man can yet do more, 5 14 
And praiſe the ſtrict Obſervance of their Lore TE I 
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v. 7. 759. Ar 1 The Poet has "VE given us an n Image _— | 
two Combatants with great Preciſion and Exactneſs. If he had 4 
compared them to a Boar and a Lion fighting, he had not taken 10 
in the Circumſtance of Relation between the two Heroes, which 

conſtitutes the Eſſence of the Compariſon. The Hunter and his 
Dogs very properly correſpond with the Soldiery, who were Spec- 
tators of the Duel. In ſhort (as Mr. Pepe obſerves of a Simile in | 
Homer ) there is no Circumſtance of their preſent Condition that 
is not to be found in the Compariſon, and no particular in the | 
Compariſon that does not W the Action of the Heroes. j PIN 
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Yo Lake 


Each aims a deadly Blow, and thirſts for Blood, 
Nor ſees his own, that forms a purple Flood, 7¹⁰ 
Full on his Foe th' 1 impetuous Exile flies, 
Exhorts his Hand; and ev'ry Nerve applies: 
Much he preſumes upon his righteous Cauſe, © 


And juſter Anger, then his Falchion' draws, Bs 
And in his Brother's Groin the Steel inſerts, 125 775 


Where his ill-guarding Mail the Cincture girts. . 


The King, alarm'd as he began to feel 


The cold Invaſion of the griding steel, 


KRetires beneath his Target. He 12 a 
As the wide Wound, and iſſuing Gore he views, 180 


And with a Voice that ſhook the Fields around, 


Inſults him thus, as ſtill he quits his Ground. 
Brother, why this Retreat? ? — O tranſient Sleep 7 8 
And Vigils, which th' ambitious ever keep! 
Behold theſe Limbs, by Want and Exile ſteebd; 78; 
And learn to bear the Hardſhips of the Field: :- 
Nor truſt the Fortune, that beſtows a Throne, 


And raſhly call, what ſhe but lends, thy own. gg 
The King as yet his vital Breath retain'd, . 


And ebbing ſtill the Stream of Life remain dl 790 


Spontancaully ſupine he preſs'd the Ground, 
And meditates in Death a fraudful Wound. 
His Brother, hoping now the Day his own, 
Extends his Hands to Heav' n, and in a Tone 
That ſhook Citheron, - .ecchoing- thro? the Skies, 795 
Thus o'er his proſtrate Foe, inſulting, cries, pron: 
"Tis well. --The Gods have heard. e pants for Breath 
And his Eyes darken with the Shades of Death. 


Let ſome one bring. the Crown, and Robe of State. 


| $00 


While yet he ſees, and ſtruggles with his Fate 
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. 


He paus'd, inſpir'd by ſome unfriendly Pow” „ 1; 
To ſtrip his Rival in his dying Hour, ff 
As if his ill-earn'd Spoils, in- Triumph borne, | 
Would raiſe his Glory, and the Fanes adorn. Es bs 

The Monarch, who, tho' feigning to expire 0 
Surviv'd to execute his vengeful Ire. 
When he perceiv'd the Poſture of his Pas: MY 

' (His Boſom obvious to a mortal Blow) 5 
Unſeen his Falchion raiſes, and ſupplies 2 11 
With Rage the Strength, that ebbing Life denies, 510 
Then in his unſuſpecting Brother's Meat, 


The Prince rejoins. Then art thou yet alive, 
And does thy Thirſt 7 Vengeance ſtill ſurvive? 


A bliſsful Manſion in th Ein Plain. 
Hence to the Shades, there I'll renew my Claim 
Before the Cretan, who is ſaid by Fame 
To ſhake the Gnaſſian Urn, and Woes prepare 


This ſaid, he ſunk beneath the deathful Blow, 
And with the Weight of Arms 6'erwhelm'd his Foe. | 
Go, cruel Shades, the Pains of Hell exhauſt, 
Mourn, all ye F iends, the Palm of Guilt | is loſt. 


Deeds, that are yet unmatch'd i in any Clime, 
Nor known in all the ſpacious Walks of Time. 
Let dark Oblivion veil the guilty Fight, 


With joyful Anger. ſheaths the ſteely Part. f rs ps 


Baſe Wretch! thy Perfidy can never gain 818 
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For perjur'd Kings, and all who falſely ſwear. 20 
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Henceforward learn the Sons of Earth to ſpare, 82 11 
Nor puniſh Deeds, which ill with theſe compare. 


And Kings alone the enormous Crime recite. 830 
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When Oedipus had heard, the Brothers fell 
Buy mutual Wounds, his ſubterraneous Cel! 
He quits in Haſte, and drags to Scenes of TY : 


His wretched Load of unillumin'd Life;  - © 1 5 
Invet'rate Filth and clotted Gore 3 8 35 
The ſilver Honors of his aged Head. . 
Dire to the View his hollow Cheeks Aae 1 
And frightful yawn the Ruins of his Eyes. 


His Right-Hand on the Staff was ſeen to reſt. 
| His left the Shoulder of his Daughter preſt. 


Such here on Earth would hoary Charon "646g 
-Should he forſake awhile the Stygian Stream; 
The Stars wou'd bluſh to view his hideous Mein, 
And Phzbus ſicken at his Form obſcene. . 
Nor he himſelf would long avail to bear 
The Change of Climate, and a foreign Kit, 
While in his Abſence ſwells the living F e 5 
And Ages on the Banks his Coming wait, 
Soon as they reach'd the Field, aloud he cries, 
O thou, on whom alone my Age relies, 
Direct me to my Sons, and let me ſhare 
The fur” ral een 1 their F 1 prepare 


V. 83 I. Wien Oedipus] of Al as Pigures, which Foy Pencil 


of Poetry ever preſented to the Eye of the Mind, none abounds i in 


more maſterly Strokes and Touches than this before us. Oedipu 
appears here in all the Pomp of Wretchedneſs (if, I may uſe that 


Expreſſion) and can only be equalled by Shake/pear's King Lear. 


v. 845 Nor he] Our Author has taken the Hint of this Hypo- 


 thelis from Ovid's Metamorphoſis. 


Eft via declivis, per quam Tyrinthius Heros 
Reſtantem, contraque diem, radioſque micants 
8 Obliquantem ocalos, nexis adamante catenis 


- Lib. Sth. 


Cerberon attraxit. ——— 
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The Virgin, ignorant of his Command. 
Replies in: Groans, and lingers on the Strand; Fl 
While Chariots, Arms, and Warriors heap the Was 
Their Feet entangle, and their Progreſs ſtay.” 856 
Scarce can his aged Legs the Sire ſuſtain, | 1 1 
And his Conductreſs labours oft in vain. 

Soon as her Shrieks proclaim'd the fatal Plats 7 
He mix'd his Limbs with theirs in cold Embrace. 86 
Speechleſs he lies, and murmurs o'er each Wound, 
Nor for a while his Words a Paſſage found. 


557 


His Sighs give Way, and all the Father peaks, 
Does then Affection bear again its Part 
In decent Grief, and can this ſtubborn Heart, 
By Wrongs inur'd, and by Diſtreſſes ſteePd, 
To conq'ring Nature's late Impreſſions yield. 
Elſe why theſe Tears, that long had ceas'd to 4 3 
And Groans, that more than vulgar Sorrow ſhow ? 870 
Accept then, what, as Sons, you rightly claim, 

(For well your Actions juſtify the Name) 
Fain would I ſpeak, but know not which demands 
The Preference by Birth: — then ſay whoſe Hands 

| graſp. — How ſhall I give your Shades their Due, 8 75 
And with what Pomp your Obſequies * 
O that my Eyes could be reſtor'd again, 
And the loſt Power of renewing Pain! 

To Heav'n alaſs too juſt my Cauſe appear di; = 
And too ſucceſsfully my Pray'rs were heard 880 
What God was near me (when by Paſſion ſway'd, 
My Vows to Pluto, and the Fiends I paid) 
= And faithfully convey'd the Curſe to Fate? 
Charge not on me, my Sons, the dire Debate, 


But while their Mouths beneath their Helms he ſeeks, 


86 
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But on my Patents, Throne, infernal Foes, | 83; 
And injutr'd Eyes, ſole Authors of your Woes. 
My guiltleſs Guide, and Pluto loth to ſpare, 
I call to vouch the ſacred Truth I Wat. 
Thus worthily may J refign my Breath, -- 
Nor Laius ſhun me in the Realms of Death, 890 
'Alaſs ! what Bonds, what Wounds are theſe I feel! 
O looſe your Hands, nor longer graſp the Steel. 
No longer let theſe hoſtile Folds be ſeen; 
And now at leaſt admit your Sire deen 


But ſhe, ſuſpicious of his raſh Deſigns, 
Te vengeful Furies! can no Swords be found? 


Was all the Weapon buried in the Wound? 
His Comrade, raiſing him, her Grief 420 


And, much complaining of the Pow'rs above, 
Her furious Son, and her inceſtuous Love, 
Attempts to pierce her Breaſt, Her fault ring Hand 


At length with Toil her aged Veins. ſhe: tore, 


To dry the Wound her ev'ry Care applied, 


AID. Boo Xt, 


9 


Thus wail'd the wretched King, and ſick of Life 898 
In ſecret ſought the Inſtrument of Strife: 


Conceal'd it, whilſt in Rage he thus rejoins, | Fr 


And much reoic'd, that Pity touch'd his Breaſt, 
Meanwhile, impatient of the vital Light, 
And, dreading to ſurvive the threaten'd Fight, 
The Queen the Sword of hapleſs Laius ſought, 905. 
(A fatal Spoil, with future Miſchiefs fraught.) 


Long ſtruggled to infix the weighty Brand, 910 


And purg'd the Bed of Guilt with iſſunng Gore. 
The fair I/mene to her Reſcue flew, _ 
Her ſnowy Arms around her Mother 1 | 


And rent her Treſſes, ſorrowing at her Side. 


- 
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Such erſt in Marathon's impervious . 

Erigone beſide her Father ſto od. 5 
When, haſt' ning to diſcharge her prog 3 Sa! 
She loosd the Knot, and cull'd: the ſtrongeſt Boughs 


But Fortune, who with Joy malign ſurvey d 921 


The Hopes of either Rival fruſtrate made, il q 
Transfers the Sceptre thence with envicus Hand, 
And gives to Creon the ſupreme Command. 


Alaſs! how wretched was the Term of F icht! 1 I 


— 


Another rules, while they diſpute their — 15 
im all invite with one approving Voice, 

And ſlain Menæceus juſtifies their Choice. 
At length he mounts the long - conteſted Throne 


Of Thebes, to Kings of late fo fatal grown. e. 


O flatt'ring Empire, and deluding Love 

Of Pow'r! ſhall ſuch Examples fruitleſs prore? 
See, how he frowns upon his menial Train, 
And waves the bloody Enſign of his Reign! 
What more? ſhould: Fortune all her Store att: 


Behold the Father in the Monarch loſt!  —_—_ * 


Hie whilom mourn'd his Son's untimely Death; 
Now glories, that he thus reſign'd his Breath. 

Scarce had he reign'd, the Tyrant of a Day, 

wie as a N of his future Sway; 9.45611 aged 


v. 917. Such * in Marathon F Erigene was the Daughter of 
Tearus; and being directed by her Dog to the Place, where her 
Father was flain, through Fxceſs of Grief hung herſelf upon a 
neighbouring Tree: but the Branch breaking down with her 


Weight, ſhe was ſaid to ſeek 2 Boughs. At length ſhe 
_ accompliſhed her Purpoſe, and for her 
Heaven, and became the Conſtellation, we call Virgo. 


v. 939. Scarce had he reign'd} Seneca in his Thyeſtes, ſays: Ur | 


nemo doceat fraudis, ſcelerumque viam, Regnum docebit. A Truth 
which the — of TOP 42 and —— will evince to us. 
Mt32&y 


Piety was tranſlated 2000 
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360 STATIUS's THEBATD. Box x. 


The laſt funereal Honours he denies” 
To the ſlain Greeks, expos'd to foreign. Skies 
And, ever mindful of an Inſult paſt, 
Forbids their and'ring Shades to reſt at laſt. 
Then meeting, as he paſs'd th* Ogygian Gate, 
The Son of Laius, Object of his Hate, 
At firſt his Age and Title he rever'd, 
And for awhile his eyeleſs Rival fear'd: 
But ſoon the King returns: and inly cer off Fic 
He cries with all the Virulence of Tongue. 950 
Avaunt, fell Omen to the Victors, hence, 
Nor longer by Delays my Wrath incenſe; + 
Hence with thy Furies, while thy Safety calls; 
And let thy Abſence purify our Walls. 
Thy Wiſhes granted, and thy Children ſlain, 959 
What Hopes, or impious Vows can now remain? 
At this Reproach, as ſome terrific Sight, 
His meager Cheeks ſtood trembling with Affright. 
Old Age awhile recedes; his Hand reſigns 
The Staff, nor on his Guide he now reclines: 960 
But, truſting to his Rage, with equal eee „ 
And Bitterneſs of Words he thus replied. 
What tho' the. Slain no more thy Thoughts engage, 55 
And thou haſt Leiſure here to vent bithy OE 
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Maas dA 0 nn. & 3 (lays Pindar) or in hes Words. 
Gocd Fortune is leſs tolerable than bad. That we are the more 
liable to fall into Vices, when we have the Means of gratifying 
© is indiſputably true : how little then ought thoſe to repine, 
whom Providence has placed in a lowly. Situation of Life ſecure 
from many Temptations, to which the great and the rich are ex- 
poſed: or ought we not rather to look upon it as the moſt diſtin- 
* Mark of Favour, which could poflibly be. conferred upon 
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Yet know, the Crown, . which late adorn'd my Head, 
Aﬀords thee no Pretence to wrong the dead, 966 
And trample on the Ruins of thoſe Kings. 
From whoſe Misfortunes thy ſhort Glory * : 
Go on, and merit thus the regal Sway. 


Give Tyranny at once the Length of Reins, 
And boldly act, whate'er thy Will ordains. 
| Would'ſt thou with Exile puniſh an Offence, 
Know, Exile argues too much Diffidence 


But auſpicate thy Reign with human Gore. 
Expect not, I ſhall-deprecate the Stroke, 
And on my Knees thy Clemency invoke. 

Long ſince in me the Source of Fear is dry; 

And Death with all its Horrors Tdef7. 0 
ls Baniſhment decreed ? —— the World [ left, 

Of all its Joys ſpontaneouſly bereft; 

And, long impatient of the Scenes as Light, 

Forc'd from their Orbs the bleeding Balls of Sicht. 


I fly my Country, and its tainted Air. 

It moves me not, in what fo diſtant Chme 
I paſs the wretched Remnant of my Time. 
No Land, I ween, will to my Pray'rs deny | 


Yet Thebes moſt pleaſes, as it gave me Birth, 
And lodges all my Soul holds dear on Earth. 
Th' Aonian Sceptre long may ſt thou poſſeſs, 
And rule the Thebans with the ſame Succeſs, 


But why this Caution, and this long Delay? 97 
Of thy own Pow'r, then check thy Rage no more, 97 5 
550 

What equal Puniſhment canſt thou prepare 4 985 


The little Spot, that I ſhall occupy. 990 


As'Cadnins,” I, and Laiut rupd before: 998 
Nor Fortune 8 Sunſhine beam upon thee more. 
Na : 
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May Sons and Loves like mine thy Woes enhance, 
Nor Virtue guard thee from the Strokes of Chance. 
Much may'ſt thou love the Life, 'thou*rt doom'd to 
P.... ³·A¹ ¹¹w¹u»»A F 

And ſue for Pardon, which thy Foes refuſe. 1000 

Suffice theſe Curſes to deform thy Reign, "—— - 

Then lead me, Daughter, from his curſt Domain: 

But why ſhould'ſt thou partake paternal Woe? 

Our potent Monarch will a Guide beſtow. | 
The Princeſs, fearing to be left behind, 100; 
Revers'd his Pray'rs, and cries, on Earth reclin'd, 

By this thy Kingdom, and the ſacred Ghoſt 

Of brave Menæceus, our Support and Boaſt, 
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v. 997. May Sons] Perverſe Children are not reckoned the greateſt 
Evil of Life by our Poet only: King Lear, inflaming Nature againſt 
his Daughter Gonerill, ſays. 5 wh e 
| — lf ſhe muſt tem 

Create her Child of Spleen, that it may live, 

And be a thwart, diſnatur'd Torment to her; 

Let it ſtamp Wrinkles on her Brow of Youth, 
= With cadent Tears fret Channels in her Cheeks, 
=: Turn all her Mother's Pains and Benefits 

| To Laughter and Contempt; that ſhe may feel, 
8 How ſharper than a Serpent's Tooth it is, 
_ = To have a thankleſs Chill. Act 1. Scene 15. 
v. 1007. By this Kingdom] Ocaipus having exaſperated Creon by 
his ſpirited, though inſolent Reply, the Princeſs Antigone takes 
upon her to calm his Anger: her Oration is therefore framed | 
With an oppoſite Air to all which has been hitherto ſaid, ſedate 
and inoffenfive, She. begins with an Apology for her Father's 
Diſreſpect, tells him, that the greateſt Favour he could conter, 
would be to ſentence him to Death, ſets her good Wiſhes in Op- 
poſition to his Imprecations, reminds him of his Enemy's former 
Rank and Dignity, but preſent Inability to injure him, and con- 
cludes with evincing the ill Policy of baniſhing him. In ſhort thi 
_ Specimen ſuffices to ſhew Antigont's good Senſe, and the Power of 
female Oratory in mollifying the almoſt Implacable Hatred of Cre 
to her Father, „„ ; 
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Forgive, if, heated in his own Defence, 
His Anſwers ſounds like Pride and Inſolence. 
From long Complaints aroſe this bauch Stile; 
Nor thee alone he glories to revile: 770 
But e' en the Gods, and I, who ne'er oſtend, 
Oft prove the Rancour, which he cannot mend. 
To quit this hated Life is all his Aim, 
And fatal Liberty his only Claims | 
For this he ſpends in Obloquies his Breath, 
And hopes by Scandal to procure his Death, _ 

But may the Pow'rs of Heav'n direct thy Sway, 
And with freſh Gifts diſtinguiſh ev'ry Day. 1020 
Such Impotence reſent. not, but deſpiſe, _ mote) 
And keep my Father's F ate before thine Eyes. 
In Goid and regal Purple once he ſhone, 
And, girt with Arms, ſublimely fill'd the Throne, 
From whence he gave to all impartial Laws, 1025 
With Patience heard, with Juſtice clos'd the Cauſe, 
Alas! of all his once-unnumber'd Trains - 
A ſingle Guide, and Comrade now remains. 
Can he thy Weal oppoſe ? and wilt thou rage 
Againſt an Enemy, diſarm'd by Age; 3 
Muſt he retire, becauſe he loudly groans, 6 
And grates way Ears with i A Moans pt 


1010 


1015 


1030 


Wm 1023. In Gold Ke. Barthius 8 chat this Paſſage is a 
Contradiction of what the Poet ſays in the firſt Book, Verſe 191. 


Yet then no Gates of Iy' ry did unfold 
The Palace, &c. - 


Notwithſtanding this, I could have deferided this Overſight with 
ſome ſeemingly. ingenious Conjectures, after the Example of thoſe. 
Commentators, who never fail their Author at a Pinch ; but as I 
have no Intention of introducing the Thebaid upon the Public, as 
a perfect Poem, I ſhall moſt willingly ſubſcribe to Bartbius his Opi- 
* that the Paſſage before us is highly exceptionable. 
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Reſign thy Fears : at Diſtance from the Court - 


Hence ſhall he mourn, nor interrupt thy Set. 
T'll break his Spirit, urge him to retreat 1035 
And cloſe confine him to his gloomy Seat. 


But ſhould he wander, exil'd and diſtreſt, 


What City would admit him as a Gueſt? 


| Woud'ſt thou, to poliſh'd Argos he ſhould go, 

Crawl to Mycenæ in the Garb of Wo-, 1040 

And, crouching at their vanquiſh'd Monarch's Gate, 

The Rout and Slaughter of our Hoſt relate? 

Why ſhould he thus expoſe the Nation's Crimes, 
And open all the Sorrows of the Times? * 

Conceal, whate'er we ſuffer : at thy Hand 1045 

No mighty Favours, Creon, we demand. $216 


Pity his Sorrows, and revere his Age, 


Nor wrong the Dead in F ullneſs of thy 1 
The ſlaughter'd Thebans may enjoy at leaſt 
 Funereal Rites. — The proſtrate Princeſs eh: 1050 
Her Sire withdraws her, and with Threats diſdains 

The Grant of Life, which ſcarcely ſhe obtains. 


The Lion thus, who green in Years, had ſway 'd 


The Foreſts round, by ev'ry Beaſt obey'd, 
Beneath ſome arching Rock in Peace extends 1055 
His liſtleſs Bulk; and tho* no Strength defends 

His Age from Inſults, yet ſecure he hes ; 3 


His venerable Form Acceſs denies : 


, 


v. 1053. The Lion * This Compariſon i is as | juſt as — 
can make it. I cannot find, that Statius is indebted for it to any 
of his poetical Predeceſſors. The Non adeunda Senectus is a Beauty 
of Diction I could not preſerve in my Tranſlation, nor indeed 


5 will the Engliſs aun admit of it. 


But 


Boox XI. STATIUS's THEBAID. 56; 
But if. a kindred Voice peryade his Ears, 


Reflecting on himſelf, his Limbs he rears, 1060 


And wiſhing much his Youth reſtor'd again, 
With Envy hears the Monarchs of the Plain. 

At length Compaſſion touch'd the Tyrant's Breaſt, 
Yet he but grants a Part of her Requeſt, 


And cries, — Not diftant from his native Coaſts, 1065 


Of whoſe Delights ſo much he vainly boaſts, 
Shall he be baniſh'd, ſo he ceaſe to roam, 
And leave inviolate each holy Dome. 
Let him poſſeſs his own Citbæron's Brow, 


| The Wood contiguous, and the Fields below, 1070 


Oer which the Shades of Heroes, lain in Fight, 

Are ſeen to flit, and ſhun the loathſome Light, 

This ſaid, his Courſe th Uſurper homeward bent, 

Nor durſt the Croud withhold their feign'd Aſſent. 
Meanwhile the routed Greeks by Stealth retire, 1075 5 
And leave their Camp expos'd to hoſtile Fire. 
To none their Enſigns, and their Chiefs remain; 
But ſilent, and diſpers d they quit the Plain: 
And to a glorious Death, and martial Fame 


Prefer a ſafe Return, and living Shame. 1080 


Night favours their Deſign, Aſſiſtance yields, 
And in a Cloud the flying Warriors ſhields, 
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THe ARGUMENT. 


* E Thibuns, er Git Doubrr e the 
Reality of the Enemy's Flight, repair to the Field of 


Otſequies with great Solemnity, and laments over him in 
à very pathetic Manner: he then forbids his Subjects to 


Captains Jain in the Siege march in Proceſſion to Theſeus, 
King of Athens to ſollicit his Afiſtance in procuring the 
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ception from Theſeus, who ſends a Herald to Creon, and 
orders him to procure funeral Rites for the Greeks, or 


fuſal the Athenians march to Thebes, which upon the 
| Death of Creon ſurrenders to Theſeus, and entertains 


4 | ſumptuous Manner, a particular Deſcription of which the 
wlll Poet waves, and e, the work with, an s Addreſs le 
bis Poem. 
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| Battle, and bury their Dead. Creon diſcharges bis Sons 


burn the Greeks. In the mean time the Wi ves of the fix 


dead Bodies. Argia leaves them, goes to Thebes, accom- 

panied only by Menætes, and burns the Body of Polynices 
en Eteocles's Pile. She there meets with Antigone, wo 

 affiſts ber. They are taken, and brought before Creon, 
1 who ſentences them both to Death. By the Interpuſition 
. | | _ of Pallas the Argive Ladies meet with a favourable Re. 


declare War againſt him, Upon the T yrant's obſtinate Re- 


ii in a hoſpitable Manner. The Princeſſes, having ob- 
 tain'd the Bodies, diſcharge their funeral Rites in a very 
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And Pbæbe glimmer d with diminiſh'd Horn; 
When fair Aurora, Harbinger of Morn, 


Diſpels afar the trembling Shades of Night, 6 


And refalutes the World with orient Light, 
Now thro? the deſart Town the Thebans ſtray, 


And mourn the tardy progreſs of the Day, 
W Tho', ſince the Conflict with their Argive Foes, 


Now firſt * ne the Sweets of loft Reps: "= 0 


The P bet adding this laſt Book 3 br on wt 


Kind of Poem, which the Critics determine this to be. If they 
ſettle it to be an Heroic or Hiſtorical Poem only, they grant of 
Conſequence the Neceflity of adding it in order to render the 
Poem compleat : but if it is an Epic Poem, it ſhould have ended 


at the Death of the two Brothers, according to the Ari/forelian and 


and Beſſuvian Syſtem. But after all I cannot ſee any great Impro- 
priety in ſuperadding to the grand Cataſtrophe, if the Excreſcence 
grows naturally out of the Subject, and is equally well executed 
with the former, as I think no one will deny of this before us. 


I ſhall conclude this Note with obſerving, The Virgil is the 1 - 


Te whe has Key adher'd to this Form, 
Nor, 
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WAS now 7 the Tine, pg on a Vault 883 1 5 
Of Heav'n a ſmaller Groupe of Stars was ſeen, 
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570 STATIUS's THE BAID. Book XII. 


And Horrors of the late · embattel d — s He 
Deep in their timid Breaſts infix'd remain. 
As Mariners long abſent, when they land 
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Perceive a ſeeming Motion in the Strand; 
Thus at each Noiſe, the Troops, recoiling, halt, 
| And liften, fearful of a new Aſſault. 20 7 "Li 


By Doves Ialian; as their fears ſuggeſt, 


The white-pluni'd Parents drive their Offspring home; 
Then with their Claws defend th' aerial Dome, . 


Strait tho' the ſcaly monſter hies away: 
And ſally forth in queſt of wonted Food; 5 
At length with cautious Fear they wing hate flight, 
And oft look back from Heav'n's impervious Height. 
(The bloodleſs Relics of the mangled Hoſt) 
And wander o'r the blood - impurpled Mead, 
Where Grief and Sorrow (Guides unpleaſing) lead. 


While near another's Limbs and Viſage lie; 5 


ſuppoſed to mean any other Species of Birds, but it is very extra- 


Nor yet the fears of hoſtile Vengeance ceaſe: 
Sleep hovers round the Bed of ſickly Peace; 

Nor reſts. They ſcarcely dare to quit the Gate, 
And paſs the Trench: the Mem'ry of their Fate, 


As, when the Serpent ſcales ſome Tow'r, poſſeſt 


And call their little Rage forth to the cir a 6 | 15 = BL 


The Danger paſt, they dread to leave their Brood, 
They ſeek their daughter; d Comrades on the Coall, 


Some but the Bodies of their Friends deſcry, 30 


Others bemoan the Chariots or accoſt 
( All that remains) the Steeds whoſe Lords a are. . 


v. 22. By Doves Idalian] The Eirprefion ' in the Original is 
Idaliæ Valuers : ; Which, as Idalus was a Mount conſecrated to Ve- 
1, and the Dove was the Favourite of that Goddeſs, cannot be 


SAY Statins ſhould * them ſo very bold. 0 A 
Part 


Boox XII. STATIUS's THEBAID, 57 


Part kiſs the gaping Wounds of Heroes lain, Tl 
And of their too great Fortitude complain, 40 
b Digeſted now the Scene of Slaughter lies: 
Part bear huge Spears erected in their Eyes; | 
Here ſever'd from their Arms are Hands diſplay d, 
Tenacious ſtill of the diſcolour'd Blade ; ok oe 
In ſome no Traces of their Death appear, 1 408 
Their Comrades ruſh, and ſhed the ready Tear, 
Around the ſhapeleſs Trunks Debates ariſe, 
The Queſtion, who ſhould ſolve their Obſequies. 

Oft (Fortune ſporting with their Woe) they pour 

| Ofer hoſtile Chiefs a tributary Show'r, _ = 
Nor can the Friend his llaughter'd Friend implore, 
Or know the Theban from the Grecian Gore. 
But thoſe, whoſe F amily entire remains 
From Sorrow free, expatiate o'er the Pl ains, 40 
Inſpect the Tents once filbd with Argive Bands, 5s 
And fire them in Revenge with flaming Brands : 
While others ſeek the Place, where Tydeus lies 
And the fam'd Seer was raviſh'd from their Ey es: $ 779 
Or ſearch, if ſtill on Fove's blaſpheming 1 
TH etherial Lightnings unextinguiſh'd . 60 
Now Phæbus ſet on their unfiniſh'd Grief, 
And VERT roſe: yer heedleſs of Relief. 


53. But theſe? We find the Tr rojans diverting themſelves in a 
funilar Manner after the e Retreat of the Grecian Army. | 


Ergo g omnis longo ſolvit ſe Teucria ludtu: 
Panduntur Pcrtz, juvat ire, et Dorica caſtra, 
De ſertoſque videre Locos, Littuſque relictum. = 
Hic Dolopum manus, hic ſævus tendebat Achilles: 
Claſlibus hic Locus; hic acies certare ſolebant 

Virg. En. Les. 


The 


p 1 
2 * 2 2 
4 Sp 0x - * 
I 8 r 11 8 * 4 8 % 
* 6 - * io 7 22 
„— trad ie <7: N r eee . . 8 2 5 k Fes Es: — Sos — rd: 2 TTT — * n 
* * — CLF Ss my = a4 * . 82 S * e 8 4 S * 5 - 3 — — E — 4 — ha * - * 
8 * n gue, EE ole ——— RR he» = te . n — . <<, SAR TT FIG. 4 = — 4 —- 
hd g WF. SEP e 5132 5 . 5 l bs > N 
C4 4 * "IT" =* * te 


p _ A = —̃ Ä R LA 
: l 5 i" - — 2 
- — 2g — >=" of = : —_—w_ : 
= — _ TI n 3 . * * — * 1 a 4 * p . — 
SI * A . $a, 3 8 >, — 8 8 — 
* 5 — — Shn, * : 2 1 * . - _ 2 — . 

tht ou x A W IE n —— * — — — — E 2 4 _ N utero goon, wh Sy rare Se 4 Pee wr * 5 " — 7 * * 2 2 4 — — — 

wo 2 * 7 — PRE ET z LIE s 3 #4 , _ — . — 22 pen Beg * " 2 F : . 7 af by - 
222 KK ˙ - cietthes ot a | — - | WIG TI _— ; = = | ern r 2 2 1 ; 

, ” ” 4 7 * 4 3 1 a - — as f Tr = Rs my * a * — WY 
I l T 


3 Os 
e 


& n 4 r 5 
2 — PREY. * * 5 a e 2 4 
. = I V * —  ——— — PR N * 2 
Fr . | ST 2 * 39 Y * 5 — 7 2 5 — IE * - * 
b 8 — >. 2% 1 — 1 * 9 ä 9 ph VL —— 
Dong + 5 — Ins" s * 5 of Nr — 72 £ N E * 
* 0 pg : 8 : : — 


R 


Gs a 
kl. . N 
e 3 4 
"4 1 — rg 22 * * : 2 51 * * 
: a 0 . — TR A * 2 — £ a TT z 
8 3 = — Eb P ape e 5 „ >; — : 
1 r : : . ‚— 5 R ATT TL wg . - 
b — r N 1 5 AN Y 2 fie and ne 8 — —— r -, . : 2 
. Lig ET . > er et III * 2 a $2.72 Gr — Se 5 _ — 1 r * _ —_— — I 
* * 0 wy S 1 bh n 5 2 - — 2 ol 2 p - 4 ” — * 
a — ESTI —̃— — — * * — „ — 24 E 
—— r . 1 g 7 — — 
1 


"A; 
— gre WA. — 
r 
To 


* 15 — * — — * r * 1 
— _ - N — 2 wa > CS - — ; 1 — 
- — ” ARS 8 — ES o a . e <> Fo Ei iz 
K . R ISS. OD 4 4 8 : — 
— * ar e 0 PR ny £ 0g 75 we ** $5 re — 
* 5 — ad 8 o JO * A — 2222 - a 
* 8 PT ; 


2 — 
a, — — — 


a 
« N 

£ ”——— 
— 
— 


_ * — 
Oo . 
* 
—— IS = 0 
«< 
n 
= we; 


572 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book XIL, 


And feaſting on the Scene, their Fears renew; 
Alternate groan : (while far away retire 


The Stars in vain perſuading to repoſe. _ 70 
Now Phoſpbor thrice an orient Luſtre ſhed 4p 
Oer Heav'n, and gleam'd on the enter Dead 


Their leafy Pride on rolling Waggons borne. 5 0 
Citbæron, wont to grace funereal Piles, 75 

And fair Theumeſus yield their verdant Spoils : EYE. 
Proſtrate on Earth the Foreſt's Glory lies, 


The Tbeban Shades with joyful Eyes ſurvey'd | 


No regal Exequies, and Pomp adorn 


And from his Country exi'd and expelP'd ; 
- But Thebes and Creon for his Son prepare , 
| More than Plebeian Rites, their common Care. 
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The lengthen'd Strain, So, they purſ, ue, 


There, diſregarding the departed Light, 25 
In Crouds they lie, and ſorrowing out the N icht, 


The Savage-Monſters, ſcar'd with Noiſe and Fire. ) 
Nor did their Eyes with conſtant Weeping cloſe, 


When the thin'd Groves, and widow'd Mountains 7 


mourn 


While thick around the flaming Pyres ariſe. 5 


This laſt kind Office to their Relief paid: 
But the fad, Argives, hov'ring round, bemoan 
The hoſtile Fires, and Fours not their own. 4 


The Tyrant-King, negle&ed and forlorn Ko f 
Nor his fierce Brother for a Grecian held, 


v. 70. The Stars] The Original i is, nec duleibus aſtris victa, 
colerunt Lumina, which I have tranſlated thus from the ny 
X Virgil. 

— Suadentque cadentia Sidera ſomnos: 


OF A con 


Book XIE. STATIUSs THEBAID, 573 . 


A coſtly Pile of choiceſt Wood they raiſe, 

High as his Worth, and ſpreading as his Praiſe : 

On this they heap the trophied Spoils of Mars, 
Arms, batter'd Bucklers, and unwieldly Cars. 

The Chief, as Conqueror, on theſe is laid, 

With Fillets grac'd, and Wreaths that never fade. 
Alcides thus Mount Oeta preſs'd of yore, 

By Heav'n forbad on Earth to linger more. 

To crown the whole, the captive Greeks were flain, 

And hurried? in their Youth to Pluto $ Reign. 


v. 9h, Alcides thus] As this Funeral is very elegantly dec d 


by Seneca, I ſhall make no Apology for tranſcribing it here. 
Ut omnis Oeten mceſfta corripuit manus, 


Hinc fagus umbras perdit, & toto jacet 
Succiſa trunco; flexit hinc pinum ferox 
Aſtris minantem, et nube de media vocat ; 
Ruitura cautes movit, et Sylvam trahit 
Secum minorem. Chaonis quondum — wo 
Stat vaſta late quercus, et Phœbum vetat, 
; Ultraque tatos porrigit ramos nemus. 
Gemit illa multo vulnere impreſſo minax, 


Frangitque cuneos. refilit excuſſus Chalybs = 


Vulnuſque ferrum patitur, et truncum ſugit. 
Commota tantum eſt; tunc cadens lenta morà 
Duxit ruinam. a radius locus 

Admiſit omnes 

Aggeritur omnis ſylva, et n . 

In aſtra tollunt Herculi anguſtum rogum, 

Ut preſſit Oeten, ac ſuis oculis rogum,  _. 
Luffravie, omnes fregit impoſitus trabes, ON 
Arcumque poſcit ; —— 

Tum rigida ſecum ſpolia Nemezi mali 

Arſura 1 2 0 Rent 3 in ſpolia 2 


v. 95 The e Greeks] Shocking as. i this AQ of Only may 


appear to ſome. Chriſtian Readers, it was authoriz'd by the mili- 


tary Cuſtoms, and religious Laws of thoſe: Times, as may be ſeen 
from Homer and Virgil, who have both made their Heroes guilty 
af it in diſcharging the Burial-Rites of Patroclus and Pallas. 
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The Sweets of Empire, and imperial State 
Are all embitter'd by thy early Fate. 
What tho? thy Preſence grace the Courts of Jove, 


— :e: \ '9 1 rn cn 
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And after me to govern Thebes alone, 


To thee, my Deity, ſhall Vows be paid, 

And Tears a conſtant Tribute to thy Shade. 
Loet Thebes high Temples raiſe, and Altars heap: | 
Give me alone the Privilege to weep. RESI 
And now alaſs | what Rites ſhall Edecree, © 115 

What Honours worthy of myſelf and thee? | 

O that the Gods, to deck thy ſculptur d Buſt, 
Would lay the Pride of Argos in the Duſt! _| 
Id crown the Pile, and yield my forfeit Breath 
With all the AY en me FT thy Death. 120 


Then well-rein'd Steeds, the ee ol War, are 
e 

Beſide their Lord: The Sire DE many a Groan, 100 

When Pulcan on the high- heap'd Victims preys; 

Then thus he cries, deep muſing on the 4 = 

O thou deſign'd to ſhare with me the Throne, : 


Hadſt thou not, prodigal of vital Breath, e ; | "as 
To fave the Realm, preferr'd a glorious Death: 


And mortal Virtue ſhine in Heav'n above: 110 


= vive 7 tun y,0as Weak 
"Eoouyirws c pf, prgerhe N 
C Ente TY 1 Hern emeitt xu uoav, _ 

Key A F cvioans vpn Obs Naefe. 


obſ 


ad N Tpwwy hepa its dads 25 a 
_ T7 Iliad. 1 23. 173. the 
Addit equos et tela, quibus ſpoliaverat hoſtem.. Be 
Vinxerat et poſt terga manus, quos mitteret umbris pre 


Inferias, cæſo ſparſuros ſanguine flammam; 
Indutoſque jubet truncos hoſtilibus arms a 
Ipſos ferre duces, inimicaque Nomine figi. En. f TH v. $0. 
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Bobk XII. STATIUS's THEBAID: 575 
Has the ſame Day, and the ſame impious Fight 
Conſign'd with: thee to Shades of endleſs Night 
The Brother-Kings? —— then, Oedipus, we bear 
An equal Part in Sorrow and Deſpair: | b 
Yet how reſembling are the Shades we moan, 125 
Witneſs, O Jove; to thee their Worth is known, 
Accept, ſweet Youth, the Firſt-fruits of my Reign, 
Nor theſe bright Enſigns of Command diſdain ; 
Which &en Ambition's ſelf might bluſh to wear, 

When purchagd with the Price of Blood fo dear. 1 * 

May proud Eteocles thy Pomp e 

And ſicken at his alienated Sway. N 
This ſaid, his Crown and Scepter he 8 
And with redoubled Fury thus rejoins : 14055 

TCenſure, who will; *tis my Command, that none 135 

Shall mix their Burial-Rites with thine, my Son. 

O could 1 lengthen out their Senſe of Pain, 

And drive from Erebus the Grecians ſlain! | 
Yet Birds and Beaſts ſhall on their Leader prey, 4 
And to the public Eye his Heart diſplay. 140 
But Sol reſolves them to their priſtine State, 

And Earth conceals from my revengeful Hate. 

This Edict I repeat, that none offend _ 
; TROMN wann or en pam. 


v. 137. 0 42400 In this Addreſs of Creon to his Son we may 

x: a Mixture of Tenderneſs and Ferocity, which is very con- 
fiſtent with and agreeable to his Character: and while we are 

diſpleaſed with the implacable Enemy, we ſhould not withhold 


the Praiſe due to the loving and affectionate Parent. I think, this 


Behaviour is a ſufficient Confetation of Eteocles's oe at in the 
3 Book. e 0 


No Grief 4 move thee for Mengceus Dun 
But rather Joy, he thus reſign'd his Breath, .. 
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What Wretch but rears a Tomb, or wills to rear, 
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He ſpoke; nor willing ſought the gal Court, 
Meanwhile, aſſembled at the firſt Report 


All gaſh'd with Wounds: diſhevePd was als Hair, 
The ſame their Habit, and their Breaſts were bare: 
From their torn Checks a crimſon Current flows; 


Whoſe fault ring Steps two grieving Maids aan. 160 
Majeſtically ſad and flow precedes, 

And aſks the Way, unknowing, where ſhe leads. 
The Palace loath'd, her Sire no more at Heart, | 
And all neglected, but her better Part; 

She dwells upon the Valour of her Spouſe, 
And Love, tenacious of the Marriage-Vows: 


| Prefers to Argos, and th' Inachian Coaſt. 
To her the Conſort of th* Ætolian Chief 
Succeeds, and equals in the Pomp of Grief 170 


From Calydon and Lerna march along. 
More wretched, as ſhe heard th unworthy Fate 


576 STATIUS's THEBAID. Bo X11, Boon 
Next 
And makes the Relics of à Foe his Care, 146 Of M⸗ 
His Carcaſe ſhall the Grecian's Place ape: Then 
Atteſt, my Son, and ye that rule the Sky. By pol 
Diana 
150 The fa 
With! 
Again! 
But, Tr 
The o 
Chaſte 
Beheld 
Along 
And fi 
Ceres, 
Heid 
Een 5 
Condu 
Leſt ſ 
And a 
Nor v 
| To g. 
O'er e 
Ambr 
S Leſt, 
And t 


Of Creon's Rage, the Dames of Argive Geral, 
Who wept their Fathers, and their Huſbands flain, 
Attir'd as Mourners, or a captive Band, 
In ſad Proceſſion move along the Strand, 


And their ſoft Arms were ſwoln with cruel n ; 
Argia, ſenior of the ſable Train, 


And Thebes, the Ruin of her Country's Hoſt, - 


Her Siſter-Queen : with her a mingled T hrong 


5s V. 19 
== who int 
= of Pate 
ral in t] 


Of Menalippus, and her Spouſe's Hate. 
2 ſhe forgives, and, while ſhe diſapproves 
he flagrant Sin, the pleafing Sinner loves. 


Next 


— 


Next came Hippomedon's dejected Queen, 

Of Manners ſoft, tho' ſavage was her Mien. 

Then Eriphyle, who preſumes in vain 55 

By pompous Rites to waſh away her Stain. 180 

Diana's childleſs Comrade clos'd the Rear, 

The fair Mznalian Nymphs beneath her Care; 

With her Evadne pregnant: one exclaims 

Againſt her daring Son's ambitious Aims : 

But, mindful of her Spouſe, and Parent Mars, 185 : 

The other, ſtern in Tears, upbraids the Stare. Wi! 

Chaſte Hecate from the Lycean Grove 5 7 1 

| Beheld, and heav'd a Sigh ; while as they 1 rove | 

Along the double Shore, Leucotbea A N 1 

And from her Ibmian Tomb loud-wailing cries. 190 1 ö 

Ceres, her private Woes in theirs forgot, = | 

Held forth the myſtic Torch, and wept their Lot. 

Een Juno, Partner of aerial Sway, 1 15 
Conducts them through a ſafe, tho! ſecret Way, 

& Leſt ſhou'd their People meet, th Emprize be croſs'd, 

And all it's promis'd Fame and Glory loſt. 196 

Nor various Iris leſs employ'd her Care 0 

Io guard the Dead from putrefying Air: 

O'er ev'ry tainted Limb with Skill ſhe pours 

Ambroſial Dews, and myſtic Juices ſhow'rs; 200 

Leſt, they decay before the Flames conſume, 

And their ſad Friends conſign them to the Tomb. 
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. 197. Nor various Iris] This Fiction is borrowed ** 8 
3 who introduces Thetis performing the ſame kind Office to the Body 


of Patroclus; though I think the Sams, ant is not ſo juſt and natu- 
1 ral in the Imitation. 
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578 STAT IU Ss THEBAID. Boox XI, {Boo 
But Ornithus, diſabled in the Fray, if well 
And by his Troops deferted, takes his Way W To ſei: 
Thro' thick Receſſes, that exclude the Light, 205 3 And ſl 
Of Sol, a recent Wound impedes his Flight: © [But di 
Pale were his Cheeks with loſs of Blood and Fear, W Retrea 
His Steps ſupported by a broken Spear. And v 
Soon as he hears th' unwonted Tumult rife, A Cen: 
And views the female Cohorts with Surprize; 210 While 
Enquiries none he makes about their Woes, Or wi 
Nor aſk the Reaſons, which themſelves diſcloſe. Of Th 
But took the Word, and firſt his Silence broke, Retur! 
The Stream of Grief deſcending, as he ſpoke : Clogg 
Say, Wretches, whither haſte ye? what you are, 21; Arms 
And why this fun'ral Pageant you prepare? And f 
When Day and Night commiſſion'd Soldiers ſtand W He ſa 
To guard the Shades by Creor's harſh Command; And e 
When inacceſſible to all remain, 4 From 
But Birds and Beafts, the Bodies of the ſlain, 220 9 And 3 

Unwept and uninterr d. — Will he relent A Thus, 
His ſtubborn Soul by your Intreaties bent ? Has r 

Believe me, ſooner might your Pray'rs affilage Thro' 
Th' Egyptian Tyrant's Altars, and the Rage And : 
Of Diomede's half-famiſh'd Steeds : or move 225 
Kauen Gods, the 9 of Jove. 


WWW 


W Virtue: 
vine H 
= Blood, 

v. 2: 


v. OY Th Egyptian Tyrant's] Buſs ris King of Pojge was wont 1 thus de 


to ſacrifice Strangers to his Gods; but being overcome by Hercules 
_ underwent the ſame Fate, 

Diomede King of Thrace, fed ER Horſes with 3 Fleſh, and 
was ſlain by the above-mentioned Hero. 


v q226. Sicilian Gods] Lafantius gives us the . Account 
of theſe Deities. 

The Nymph Sina having conſented to the Embraces of Jujitr 

was purſued by Juno, and imploring the Aſſiſtance of the Bar 


was receiv'd into her Boſom, and bore two Twins, who for their 
Virtues 


For a 
Se- 1g, 


the Li 


Book XII. STATIUS's THEBAID. 559 


if well I know the Man, perchance he'll dare 

W To ſeize your Perſons in the Act of Pray'r, 
And laughter each not o'er her Huſband's Corſe, 
But diſtant far, unknowing of Remorſe. 

Retreat ye then, while yet ſecure you may, 

And when you reach again Mycenæ, pay 

A Cenotaph, the utmoſt that remains, 

While thus the breathleſs Heroes preſs the Plains. 


230 


Of 7. beſeus, who with Enſigns high diſplay'd 
Returns in Triumph from Thermodoy's Shore, 
Clogg'd with the Dead, and red with female Gore? 
Arms muſt compel him to commence the Man, 
And form his Morals on a juſter Plan. 

He ſaid: their Tears with Horror ſtand congeal'd, 
And Grief and Paſſion to Amazement yield; 
From ev'ry Face at once the Colour flies, 
And all their Ardor for th' Adventure dies. 
Thus, when the Tiger's Howl (terrific Sound) 
Has reach'd the Herd in ſome capacious a, 
= Thro' the whole Field a ſudden Terror reigns; 
And all, forgetful of the grafly Plains, 
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J Virtues were admitted into the Society of the Gods, and had di- 
vine Honours paid them, but they were only appeas'd with human 
= Blood, 

= v.233. 4 Cenotaph] This was a. Kind of Mock-Funeral, and i 1s 
W thus deſcribed by Virgil i in the 3d Book of his neid; 


Ante urbem in luco falfi Simoentis ad undam 
Libabat cineri Andromache, maneſque vocabat 
Hectoreum ad tumulum, viridi quem ceſpite inanem 

Et geminas, cauſam laerymis, ſacraverat aras. 


sis, Lib. 6, and Tacitus's Annals, Lib. 1. & 11. and Suctonius in 
the Life of Claudius. 


Or will ye ſtay t' implore the paſſing Aid 235 


240 


35 For a farther Account of this Ceremony ſee Xenophor's Kvgov A- 
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Stand mute with Expectation, who ſhall pleaſe, 


Some will, to Thebes that inſtant they repair, 
And tempt the King by Blandiſhment and Er r; 


But all diſdain, nought enterpriz'd, to fly. 


Attempts a Deed of the molt daring Kind. 2060 
She glows with Hope of dangerous Applauſe, 
Won by the Breach of Creon's impious Laws, 
And courts, what the moſt hardy Thracian Dame, 
Tho' fenc'd with Virgin-Cohorts, would diſclaim. 
She meditates, by what fallacious Cheat, 26; 
Unnotic'd by the reſt, ſhe may retreat, 


And urg d by Love of her much - injur'd Chief, 

Or gain his dear Remains, or elſe provoke a} 

The Tyrant to inflict a deadly Stroke. 270 
In ev'ry Act and Chagacter appeard  _ 


Now at the Altars of the Pow'rs above, 
With ling'ring Eyes, and Anguiſh in his Face. 276 


Demands the Pile. — diſturb'd with Cares like theſe, 
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Book 

Flies 
(The | 
Then, 
Do yo 
Sollici 
And 
But fu 
Theſe 
To pe 


And firſt the Foe's rapacious Maw appeaſe. 230 
Forthwith a Series of Debates aroſe, | 
And various Schemes in Order they propoſe : 


For Aid on Theſeus others would rely-: : 255 


Not thus Argia with the reſt deſpairs ; 
With more than female Fortitude ſhe bears IE 
The News diſſuaſive, and, her Sex reſign'd, The n 
Nor a 
Inhoſp 
My E 
His w 
Only! 
My 01 
She ce 
Meng! 
Her y 
Of m 
And, 
The 8 
She'd 
hall 
While 
Expee 
W And \ 
or he 
| | To ex 
While 
Why 


Raſh and regardleſs of her Life thro' Grief, 


Her Spouſe confeſt; one while a Gueſt rever Md, 


And now the ſweet Artificer of Love, 
Then ſheath'd in Arms, and quitting her Embrace, 


Yet moſt "that imag'd Form recurs to Sight, 
Which, bare and naked from the Scene of F ight, 


She ickens, + and ſince nought her Griefs can eaſe 
| Flies 
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Flies to grim Death : for yet untaſted Reſt, | 

(The chaſteſt Ardour in a female Breaſt) 

Then, turning to her Argive Comrades, cries: 

Do you, in Favour of our juſt Emprize, 


| Sollicit Theſeus, crown'd with hoſtile Spoils, 7 5 


And may Succels attend your pious Tolls. 
But ſuffer me, from whom alone aroſe 
| Theſe grievous Ills and yet unequal'd Woes, 
To penetrate the Theban Court, and prove 


| The menac'd Thunder of this earthly Fove. 290 


Nor at our Entrance ſhall we find the Town 
Inhoſpitable, or ourſelves unknown; 
My Huſband's Sire and Siſters will defend 
His wretched Widow and her Cauſe befriend. 


My own Deſire, an happy Omen, calls. 
She ceas'd : and as a Partner of the Way, 
Menætes took (beneath whoſe gentle Sway 
Her youthful Age receiv'd an early Store 


And, though a Axon to the Road, purſu'd 
N The Steps of Ornitus, diſtinctly view'd. 
But, when impetuous as the driving Wind, 
She'd left the Partners of her Woe behind. 


N While foul ; in Duſt thy lighted Carcaſe lies, 

E Expe& an Anſwer from th? Athenian King, 

And wait for Aid, which he may never bing F 
Or heſitate for Sanction from above, 
Lo execute the Dictates of my Love? 310 
While thy Remains decreaſe by this Delay. 

£2 oY do Il FOR not to the Birds of Prey 
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Only retreat not; to theſe hoſtile Walls BE | 
Of mental Charms, reſign'd to Virtue's Lore) 300 


; Shall I, O much lov'd Source of Grief, (ſhe cries) 205 i 
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Theſe viler Limbs ? and now alaſs ! if ought 
Of Senſe ſurvives, or Soul-engendred Thought, 
To Scygian Gods perchance thou doſt complain, 31; 


And wonder, what can thus thy Wife detain. 
Whether intomb'd, or bare beneath the Skies 
Thy Corſe remains, on me th* Omiſſion lies. 
No more then Death and Creon ſhall withſtand : 
Nor Love and Ornitus in vain command. 


This ſaid, ſhe ſcours the Megareian Plain 
With rapid Pace, and ſeeks the ſmall Domain. 


Of Creon; each ſhe meets, in Haſte replies 


To her Demands, and turns aſide his Eyes, 
Affrighted at her Garb. — thus on ſhe goes, 


Of Aﬀpe& ſtern, confiding in her Woes : | 


Alike intrepid in her Heart and Ear; 
And, far from fearing; ſhe inſpires with Fear. 


In Phrygia thus when Dindymus rebounds | 

With Shrieks nocturnal, and with doleful Sounds, 330 
The frantic Leader of the Matrons flies 
To where the waves of Simois ariſe; 

Whoſe ſacred Blade the Goddeſs did beſtow, 


What time with Wreaths ſhe grac'd her awful Brow. 
Hyperion now in weſtern Deeps had hurl'd 333 


His flaming Car, and fought the nether World; 


v. 329. In Phrygia thus when Dindymus] Dyndimus or Dindyna 
were two Mountains near Ida in Phrygia, conſecrated to Obel, 
and famous for the Solemnization of her ſacred Rites, as we learn 
from Virgil. | e 


O vere Phrygiæ, neque enim Phryges ! ite per alta 
Dindyma, ubi aſſuetis biforem dat tibia cantum. 
Tympana vos Buxuſque vocant Berecynthia matris 


Ide. 9 Vere 617. 
When 
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When imperceptibly the tedious Day, 

Beguil'd, by Toils of Sorrow, ſteals away. 
Secure o'er darkſome Meads, and Rocks, 'twixt Beams, 
That totter to their Fall, thro' ſwelling Streams, 340 
And Groves, that ne'er admit the piercing Rays 

Of Pbæbus, baffling his Meridian Blaze, 

And Dykes, and Furrows of th' indented F ield, 

From her incurious Eyes by N ight conceal'd, 

Thro' the green Couch of Monſters, and the Den, 345 
Poſſeſs'd by Beaſts, and unexplor'd by Men, 

Direct and unoppos'd ſhe ſpeeds her Flight: 

No Toils fatigue her, and no Perils fright. 
Menztes follows ſlow. —— Shame ſtings his Mind, 
And wild Amazement to be left behind. 350 


| Where for Inſtruction did ſhe not apply, 


Whilſt her chaſte Boſom heav'd with many a Sigh * > 
Oft the Path loft, a devious Way ſhe took, 
When, her chief Solace, the bright Flames forſook 


Her erring Feet, or the cold Shades of Night, 355 : 


Back'd by the Wind, expell'd the guiding Light ? 
But when the Mount of Pentbeus they deſcend, 
And, weary, to the Vale their Footſteps bend; 
Menætes, nearly ſpent, the Nymph addreſt, 


While frequent Pantings heav'd his aged Breaſt, _ 360 . 


Not far (if Hope of the near finiſh'd Way 

Flatters me not) the Champian I ſurvey, 
Where the fell Scene of Blood and Carnage les, 5 
And, intermix'd with Clouds, the Domes ariſe. 


A noiſome Stench pervades the ſteaming Air, 363 


And rav'nous Birds in Flocks obſcene repair. 
This is the fatal Plain, the Seat of War; 
Nor is the Town of Cadmus diſtant far. 


See 


oth 


U - — KK ONE WAA DEE IORET. 8 FOE WO - — uw " j 
. IC IP xt >, I — > hay, . DR — — . ˙ oa rg, — — - 
* n 1 EE aol * IRA 8 CES ; R n r 8 4 
— . —— 


— — — 
— — 


— — 2 — 


: EI 


* ——— - 3 97 — 


5 8 3 — = 
S — I et 3 ef or” 


al 
14 
4 + 
tt 
Þ! 
Fl 
Wl; 


| 
. 


ES 
— _ 


"= 
2 
A 2 rr —— ces 


1 Bas 


PPP on 2 OO 


= 8 — - — 
— — — — & —— ene —— 4g, N | - 
_ — - — 2 * 5 — x — — — . 


— — — 2 — — * — 9 — 
- n = — = — = 


— — 


AR 


— - * — 2 
— — — — 
F.. . Bo i I API Zbl 


—— Du BW = nas 
1 


* 
22 


— 


* l * I * WP . © r hs - * - * 
— DD N 4 —_ * IS A mY 4 wa 8 2 _ K FR = ER. wo — — —— hy 
— . 7 ” e. 2 nt 5  » Ws wm Kms p- 2 vo %* Y - & 5 4 « - * J N — 75 
7 eat. Nr * * * N CILLA OS <A Bax hos © tg dV cmndh es: en 0 a, of AF —"_ 8 s —— r - ; 
5. . od * 4 . 2 5 
51 BY ry 2 — — OC 3 58 r ro CERES outs te ny 2 2 . . 8 A b Lad * 
— 0 * Nr Ct 4 1 — dd and; Þ 5 1 28 _ — 1 — » 2 x a * 5 2 — 2 1 * — F 4 yew J ['_ - 
: e 3 W A 8 . 3 . e 3 3 % 2 ESE... # 2 fx = : * pe 
2 : — . hy 1 ED "Ps 7 2 — WE CET TT. . v 8 —— — 1 — * — 7 - - * 1 > 6 1 ; F. 
— 9 OY = ob ST r * l 3 Ws . — 2 2 = 1 ay CIS Tg Binge AED & a2 ev 9 * 3 — — a 
8 meer; . 2 n . © — — r *. — > Aba <A>. 322 phe — Jo 2 x = - — - — _ N = — ry n q 
Vii et . n — r — n * p SOR ; - 8 2 — 8 Foe —— rhe pe - — 5 . OS N * — a 
— — 3 6m n 2 ae — - r S 3 a * 2 G . — - * 
- poor nr ae ar Soy * Þ De —— 3 pas - g * 8 * — 2 
L SF A — Fa" "Fg 
« : _— We in, 22 . 9 r LAS MD el. 8 8 r 
—— 1 — — — * 7 ey + r ä v7" — 2 1 = — — _ oma x — — — — 1 4 I — — N 
* r — Fg — I : Er 9 * 8 — A wot D - 5 = : * l a — 5 4 YEE " 
2 — 5 2 8 3 : , . 8 _ — - w_ —_— r R * 4 6 — 
* 2 ” - 4 mY _—_ Io my . — —_— 57 ms * — 9 N * = Ang Mor = _ 9 
— 2 Nc —— ——— ves ae hs 8 a3 5%. 4.08 — 3 tu arg 6.4 wt — de ee = 23 > 
— ö . — * s * * 


— 5 2 by 
— eo Rn 
2 Se 
— e 


584 STAT IUS's THEB AID. Book XII. 
See, how the Field projects the length'ning Shade 
Of Walls, upon its ſurface wide diſplay d, 370 
While dying Vulcan faintly ſhines between 
From the Watch-Tow'r, and ſwells the ſolemn Scene! 
The Night was late more ſtill, the Stars alone 
Caſt a faint Luftre round her ebon Throne. 
So ſpake Menætes; and the trembling Fair 375 
With Hands extended thus addreſt her Pray'r : 
O Thebes, once ſought with more than — Toil, 
Though hoſtile now, again a friendly Soil, 
Should Creon deign to render back entire 
My Lord's Remains, to feed the fun'ral Fire: 380 
View, with what Pomp, what Follo'wers at her Call, 
The wife of Polynices ſeeks thy Wall! , 
Full modeſt is my Suit, nor hard the Taſk 
To gratify : my Spouſe is all I aſk; 3 
My Spouſe long outlaw'd, and expos'd to Want, 38 5 
(His Throne uſurp'd) to my Entreaties grant. | 
Nor linger thou in Pluto's grieſly Dome, 

IE ought of Form ſabſiſt, and Phantoms r roam ; 5 


v. 369. See, 1 Ms the Field ] This Deſcription | is eres inferior 
to any in the whole Work. It is as beautiful a Night-Piece as 
can be found in Poetry. The Shade of the Walls projecting into 
the Field before the City, the Light on the Watch- Towers break- 
ing out by Fits here and there, and the Stillneſs of the Night pre- 
ſent a ſine Picture to the Imagination. The Colouring is ſo ſtrong, 
that one may almoſt fancy ſeeing the diſconſolate Princeſs walking | 
under the Walls, and deliberating how to act. 


v. 388. If ought of Form ſub/7 15 cd Pope's Note on the follow- 
ing Verſes of Homer 


Q Toros, 120 776 105 2 el adh da gte, 
YvX7 2 ide, * r W c ui TULTHY. | 


will throw a good Deal of Light on this Matter. 


This 
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But if thy F avours I deſerve, precede, : 1 
And to thy earthly Part thy Conſort lead. 390 
She ſaid: and haſt'ning to a neighb'ring Cot, 
Some ſimple Swain's ſecure, tho' ſlender Lot, 

Repairs her Torch extinguiſh'd by the Wind, 

And ruſhes forwards, turbulent of Mind. 


Such was the Search, that penſive Ceres made, 395 


(Her — convey'd to " Tartarean Shade) 
65 


This Paſſage will be clearly underſtood, by explaining the No- 


tion which the Ancients entertain'd of the Souls of the departed, 


according to the forecited triple Diviſion, or Mind, Image and 


Body. They imagin'd, that the Soul was not only ſeparated from 


the Body at the Hour of Death, but that there was a farther Se- 


paration of the p, or Underſtanding from its E:9aey, or Veh cle; 
ſo that the E. , or Image of the Body, being in Hell, the Sn. 
or Underſtanding might be in Heaven: and that this 1s a true 


_ Explanation is evident Jrom: a 7 in the Odyſſey. B. 11. 


FP 600. | 


Toy 9s wer) ci voor eum, Hoc 
Eid Ae. reg bY beer N v8 T0403 J£0407 | 
Tear cy TR, he Le. ve due She. 1517. 


| By this it appears that Homer was of Opin'o on that Hercales was 1n 
Heaven, while his E. dagen, or Image was in Hell: ſo that when 


this ſecond Separation is made, the Image or Vehicle becomes a 


meer thoughtleſs Form. 

We have this whole Doctrine very diſtinctly eier d by 1 
tarch in theſe Works: Man is a compound Subject: but not of 
„two Parts, as is commonly believ'd, becauſe he Underſtanding 
* 1s generally accounted a Part of the Soul; whereas indeed it 


as far exceeds the Soul, as the Soul is diviner than the Body. 
Now the Soul, when compounded with the Underſtanding, 
te makes Reaſon, and when compounded with the Body, Paſſion : 


„ whereof the one is the Source or Principle of Pleaſure or Pain, 


© the other of Vice or Virtue, Man therefore properly dies two 


** Deaths ; the firſt Death makes him two of three, and the ſecond 
makes him one of two.“ 


Plutarch of the Face in the Moon. N 
See Homer's Iliad, Volum. 2. Tak 22. 
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586 STATIUSs THEBAID. Boox xt. Wl 
With Lamp in Hand, whoſe well- reflected Light 


Varied each Side, with Rays alternate bright, 1 
j She trac'd the Chariot-Ruts, diſtinctly view'd, A 
; And Step by Step the Raviſher purfu'd. 400 Sþ 
I TH impriſon'd Giant ecchoes back again hos T, 
j Her frantic Shrieks, and lightens all the Plain T 
! With burſting Fire from the Yulcanian Hall; Be 
| And Rivers, Foreſts, Hills, and Vallies call” 5 81 
| Perſephone : the Court of Dis alone 405 A 
| | Is filent midſt the univerſal —_—_— T\ 
j! Her Friend reminds her oft of Creon's Ire, A 
|| And warns to hide the interdicted Fire. H 
[ Thus ſhe, who reign'd ver many a Grecian Town, - 
I: With ev'ry Virtue, that adorns a Crown, 410 = 
1 In War redoubted, and in Peace belov'd, . 1 
i Admir'd for Beauty, and for Worth approv d, 7 A 


Amidſt the dreary Horrors of the Night, 
Without a ſocial Guide, her Foes 1n Sight, Fg 
Undaunted ſtrays thro? Meadows cover'd o'er 415 oy 
With deathful Arms, and ſlippery with Gore, 
' While injur'd Ghoſts flit round her, and demand 


Their Limbs disjoin'd, and ſcatter'd on the Strand. 1 
Oft as the lifeleſs Bodies are exp lord | bs 
With curious Inqueſt, on the Spear or Sword 420 8 
She treads unheeding, all her Thoughts employd - 
Her Lord's miſtaken Relics to avoid 50 
Now leaning oer the Carcaſſes, ſhe Guan | 
Her Eyes, and of the Want of Light complains ; » 
Webs — i 
v. 424. And of the Want of Light complains] Lafantius, contrary ER * 


to the general Practice of Commentators, convicts Szatius of a flip 


of his Memory 1 in repreſenting Argia without a Torch, * 2 
ently 
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When Juno, who, to ſave her choſen Race, 425 


Had ſtolen from the Thunderer's Embrace, 
And, taking all Advantage of the Time, 
Shot down to Athens from th' aerial Clime, 
To move the Mind of Pallas, and prepare 


The City to receive each ſuppliant —Z . 


Beheld th' Inachian Princeſs, as in vain 

She toiPd erroneous on the ſpacious Plain, 
And, grieving at the Sight, awhile reſign'd 
To Pity's gentle Lore her tender Mind: 


And, ſtopping near the Siſter of the Sun 435 


Her Chariot, thus in Accents mild begun. 

At Cynthia's Hands if Juno claim Regard, 

Her Merit with a due Return reward. 

For Night prolong'd, to crown a vicious Flame, 


And ocher n F forbear to name, 440 


ſently after hinting chat ſhe had one; condemning him from his 


own Words. | 


— Aliamque ad buſta ferebat 


Antigone miſeranda facem ———— Verſe 349- 


How (fays he) could Antigone be ſaid to bear another Torch, un- 


leſs * had one before. But this is a mere critical Cavil. — 
Argia might have a Torch at the Time the Poet mentions, though 
not before. It may then be aſked, why the Poet did not tell us 
of it? To this I anſwer, that it was needleſs he ſhould in- 
form us of it, unleſs he could do it without ſeeming deſirous of 
it, and going out of his Subject on Purpoſe. 

v. 439. For Night prolong d] Jupiter, having lain with Alcmena 
in the Form of her Huſband Amphitryon, thinking the Space of 
one Night, inſufficient for his Pleaſures, order'd the Moon to make 
it as long as three, which (we find "om this Speech of Jun) he 
Pup with. Lactantius. 


Prid alſo takes Notice of it in Dgazira's Epiſtle to Hercules, | 


At non ille velit, cui Nox (fi creditur) una 
Non tanti, ut tantus conciperere, fuit. 


Grant 


11165 


—_—_— 
* —— Ä —— 
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+ 
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Grant my Requeſt, and by Compliance men 
The Wrath incurr'd for Crimes already done. 


See, circumfus'd in Night Argia ſtrays, 
A Dame as worthy of our Aid as Praiſe ! 


In vain ſhe toils around th' enſanguin'd F ield, . 


Until thy ſtronger Rays Aſſiſtance yield. 
Exert thy Horns, and, nearer in thy Courſe, 

Shine down on Earth with more than wonted Force; 
While Sleep, who guides thy Chariot thro' the Skies, 


Deſcends to cloſe each watchful Theban's Eyes. 450 


Scarce had ſhe ſpoke, when from a burſting Cloud 
The Goddeſs held her Orb forth midſt a Crowd 
Of leſſer Stars, and gilds the dewy Plains: 

The dazling Luſtre Juno ſcarce ſuſtains. 


The Princeſs viewing now, recalls to Thought 6 453 | 


The purple Robe, her ſkilful Hands had wrought, 


Altho' the Texture was effac'd with Gore. 


Nor the bright Hue ſo vivid as before; 
And while ſhe calls on Heav'n in plaintive Strains, 
And fears; that this ſmall Gift alone remains 460 

Io grace his Obſequies, and future Buſt, - 

she ſees his Body trampled in the Duſt. 

Forthwith her Speech, her Sight, her Motion flies, 

. And Grief ſuſpends the Torrent in her Eyes. 


v. 163 Porthewith her Szecch] Mr. Dryden in his Poem on the 
Death of Charles the Second has ome fine Lanes, that very 8 
reſemble our Author's. | 


Thus long my Grief has kept me dumb: 
Sure there's a Lethargy in mighty Woe, 
Tears ſtand congeal'd, and cannot flow; 
And the ſad Soul retires into her inmoſt Room: 
Tears, for a ſtroke foreſeen, affords Relief; 
But unprovided for a ſudden Blow, 
Like Miobe, we Marble grow; 


And petrify with Grief, | Then 
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Then grov'ling o'er the Slain, with warm Embrace 
She claſp'd his Limbs, and kifs'd his clay-cold Face; 466 
And from his ſtiff'ning Hair, and coſtly Veſt _ 
The clotted Gore with Care aſſiduous preſs'd. 

Her Voice returning, on her Spouſe ſhe rolld 


Her Eyes, and cry*d : — Art thou, whom I behold 470 | 


Adraſtus Heir, and Leader of the Fight, 
In bold Aſſertion of a Monarch's Right? 
And do I thus array'd thy Triumphs meet ? 
See, ſee Argia ſeeks a ſafe Retreat 


At Thebes, — O lead her then within the Walls 7 426 


To thy paternal Roof, and regal Halls; 

And ſeize th' Occaſion, which ſhe gives, to prove 
Thy grateful Senſe of her experienc'd Love. 
Alaſs! what do I aſk? — a ſlender Spot 


Of native Earth is all my Conſort's Lot. 480 


For what this Quarrel then, and impious Fray ?. 
Forbid it Heav'ns, his Brother &er ſhould ſway. 5 

Weeps not Focaſta, tender-hearted Dame? 
| Where is Antigone, ſo known to Fame? 


Fate wills then, thou ſhou'dſt lie for me alone, 485 


' To torture me, in cruel Fight o'erthrown. 
In vain J faid; ah ! whither doſt thou fly 
For Crowns, and Scepters, which the Gods deny? ? 
Let Argive Honours bound thy raſh Deſire, 


Nor thus beyond what Fortune grants aſpire. 490 | 


Yet why do I complain? — I gave the Sword, 
And my ſad Sire in thy Behalf implor'd, 
To find thee thus. — Yet will I not repine; 
Reſign'd to your Decrees, O Pow'rs divine! 


His Relics by your Aid obtain'd repay 495 


The Toils and anxious Sorrows of the Way 
| Alaſs ! 
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Alaſs! with what a Gape deſcends the Wound; 

Was this his Brother? on what Spot of Ground 
Lies the fell Murd'rer ? — could I know the Way, 


I'd rob the Beaſts, and Vultures of their Prey. 300 


9 


But he perhaps enjoys a decent Pyre; 

And ſhalt thou mourn the Want of ritual Fire? 
Ah! no. — With equal Honours ſhalt thou burn, 
And Tears rain copious o'r the golden Urn, 


To Kings deny'd : thy Tomb fot e e*er ſhall prove 505 


The vleating Duty of my widow'd Love; 
And young Theſſander to thy Bed ſucceed, - 
A Witneſs to the Woes, on which I feed. 
Behold Antigone with trembling Hand 


Bears for the furtive Rites another Brand. 5310 


Shares all the Woe, and heaves the diſtant Groan 
| Scarce could ſhe gain an Egreſs from the Town: 


For Creon ever wary, to retard 
The Breach of his Command, increas'd the Guard 


So that more oft revolves the watching-Hour, 93 51 5 


And thicker burns the Fire on ev'ry Tow'r. 
Her Brother therefore, and the Gods ſhe prays, 
To ſpeed her Flight, and pardon her Delays; 
And, frantic, ruſhes from the ſilent Walls, 


While drowzy Morpheus on the Sentry falls, 520 


With ſuch a Bound along the Meadow ſprings 
The Virgin-Lioneſs, when Anger * 


14. And young Theſf.nder] This is an Allufion to the fa- 
mous vas Speed of Dido in the fourth Book of Virgil's Zneid. 


Saltem fi qua mihi de te ſuſcepta fuiſſet | 

Ante fugam Soboles; fi quis mihi paryulus aula 

Luderet Æneas, qui te tantum ore referret. 
Barthius 


Her 


Her rapid Progreſs, or when Hopes of Prey 

Allure her from her ſhady Den away. 

Nor a long time elaps'd, before ſhe gain'd 525 
The Place by Polynices Blood diſtain dc. 

Menætes meets her traverſing the Plains, 
And his dear Pupil's deep: fetch d Groans reſtrains. 
But, when the growing Noiſe had reach'd the Ear 

Of the ſad Virgin all ere& thro' Fear; 530 

And by the Torches Light, and friendly Rays 

Of Cynthia, more diſtinctly ſhe ſurveys _ 

Argia's bloody Face, diſhevePd Hair, 

And fable Veſt ſhe thus beſpeaks the Fair: 

Say, daring Wretch, what Chief o'erthrown in Fight 


Thou ſeek'ſt, encroaching on my Proper Right? 5 36 | 


To this ſhe nought replies, but o'er her Spouſe, 
And her own Face a fable Veil ſhe throws, 
For Fear at firſt her ev'ry Thought poſſeſt, 


And Grief awhile forſook her tender Breaſt. 540 


This Length of Silence but the more increas'd 
The Dame's Surmiſe, nor her Enquiries ceas'd: 
Her Comrade then ſhe preſſes, while they gaze, 
With Horror fixt, and ſilent with Amaze:  _ 
At length the Princeſs thus her Silence broke, 545 
And, r in her Arms the Body, ſpoke. = 
If, in the Search of ſome Relation ſlain, _ 
| Thou roameſt, darkling, thro* the bloody Plain, 
And feareſt angry e $ ſtern Decree, 


My ſecret Purpoſe I reveal to thee. 550 


If thou art wretched (as thy Tears avow) 

Why join we not our Hands, and make a Vow 
Of Amity ? —— Adraſtus Daughter I, 

Hopeful by d and mutual Secrecy, 
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My Polynices poor Remains to burn, 555 
And clole his Aſhes in a precious Urn: . 
But who art thou? — Aſtoniſh'd with Surprize, 
The Theban Damſel, trembling, thus replies. 

Me then (O Ignorance of human Race!) 


Me doſt thou fear, and hold in thy Embrace 360 


My Brother's Limbs, unwilling to diſcloſe? 

To thee, the tender Partner of my Woes, 

The friendly Taſk with Bluſhes I reſign, 

And own my luke-warm Love excell'd by thine. 
Thus ſhe. — When, grov'ling with diſorder'd Charms 


Around the Prince, they fold him in their man 566 | 


Their filing Tears, and Hair together blend, 
(While eagerly to kiſs him they contend) 


And with mix'd Groans their Lips by Turns angle 


On his dear Face and Neck, and ſhare the Joy. 
A Brother one, and one a Huſband plains 3 
And Thebes and Argos in alternate Strains 
They fing : but molt Argia calls to Mind 
Their num'rous Griefs, hard Lot and Fates unkind. 


By this our common Rite of ſecret Woe, 375 


Yon ſocial Manes, and the Stars that glow 


i 5 7 By * our FOR" Rite] Our Author, to put a baiting 


Stroke to the Characters of Argia and Antigone, preſents us with 


an Interview between them, in which their Diſpofitions and Man- 


ners are conveyed to us through the Channel of Diſcourſe. From 
a4 a Compariſon of the Conduct of theſe Ladies we may infer, that 
Love tranſcends natural Affection in a very eminent Degree. Argia, 
fearing leſt her Siſter ſhould not perſevere in aſſiſting at the funeral 


Rites of her Huſband through Dread of Creon's Diſpleaſure, tells 
her of his ſincere Regard and Eſteem, and prompts her to exert 


herſelf, without ſeeming to do it. 


The Art of the Poet is 
very viſible on this Occaſion, 2 5 


* 


In 


An Honour paid to thoſe, he lov'd the beſt, 
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In Heaven, conſcious of the Truth, I ſwear, 

That never, when he breath'd our Argive Air, 

His dear, though abſent, Siſter ſcap'd his Thought 

Her only he deſir'd, her only ſought. 

Whilſt his loy'd Mother, and his native Clime, 
His Crown detain'd beyond th' allotted Time 
Without one Tear or Sigh were left behind, 

And I, a leſſer Care, with Eaſe reſign d. 

But thou perhaps from ſome huge Turret's Height 


580 


Haſt ſeen him toiling thro' the Ranks of Fight, 586 


While, as with martial Air he ftrode along, 
With Eyes reverted from amidſt the Throng, 
He wav'd his Sword, and bow'd his triple Creſt, 


While we at Diſtance pin'd. —What God 000 d fire, 
The furious Pair to ſuch Exceſs e, 

Could not your Prayers move his ſtubborn Breaſt 7 
And was a Siſter's Suit in vain addreſs'd ? 


| Now had the Dame the woeful Fact diſclos'd, 595 


But thus their faithful Comrade interpos'd : 
Come on and firſt your Enterprize purſue : | 
The Stars, retiring, wear a paler Hue, 
And Morn advances. — When the Work is ſped, 


Then pour your bqundleſs Sorrows o'er the Dead 600 


Not far remote, [menos roll'd his Flood, 
Still _ with Make and diſtain'd with Blood. 


v. 595. "Size had * * This ** an Ladle Stroke on 


female Loquacity. The two Princeſſes, forgetful of the Object 
of their Enterprize, fall into a long Converſation, which in all Pro- 


bability might have laſted till Day- light, had not their good Friend 
Menates admoniſhed them of their Duty. 


Pp Uther 


590 


x 
VB 
. as : a . 
8 3 —— — — 
— 2 —— — er — — — * 
- — — . - _ — 
. * —. 8 2 2„— — — 
1 3 83 — * — — —— — n % a - 
* — - - — Or . - — * _ = 22 — — 
* + — — ” — — — = 3 a — 8 - > =_ - — 
— ws — — 2044s <a — * — >, Dads 2 . JERES — mt — 4 
122 — 7 * a —ů — - ſo - —— oY x — — 
0 — — A . 2 - . 
r 4 — — — a — - m " — — 4 1 1 
—— — —— vin . - tae 4 ET 2 - 
* wa — — — 4 — — a os th nn * : p — —— 
5 — : ; - * 1 4 a4 * 4 4 — 8 
* - ö p K - : * o «2a INES 2 COR * . — 
- — Fo 2 — 2 ins > 1 8 —— = 
Wo a - ——__ a — on X — - = 
— — - 1 * — $2 * 1 * 4 — q x — DR . -—- 1 A d. 
F : —_ * a * i a — — — . 
0 2 : ; wa — « 
5 ” 1 — 2 — A 0 1 . 
2 22 3 ; 4 - = - oh F 5 42 
* . 1 = — — — p 5 yg 
- J——_— — - —— , 
g — — — vanrngande . - —— — ; 5 
- 8 rg pt TP 4 = — ot 0 
* rr 3 . 
cs * - 5 


594 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book XII 


Hither the feeble Pair by mutual Aid 

The Warrior's lacerated Corps convey d, 
The little Strength he has, Mænetes lends, 
And to ſupport the Load, his Arm extends. 
Thus Phaeton, from Vulcan's Fury ſav'd, 
In Po's warm Stream his pious Siſters lav'd, 
To Trees transform'd, and ſorrowing for his Doom, 
Ere ſcarce his ſmoaking Body fill'd the Tomb. 610 
Soon as They cleans'd their Brother in the Ford, : 
And to their proper Form his Limbs reſtor'd, 
They print the parting Kiſs on either Cheek, 
And Fire, to cloſe the Rites, aſſiduous ſeek : 
But ev'ry Spark extinct, and Flame o'ercome 
By vap'ry Damps, deſponding long they roam. 
Preſerv'd by Chance, or Providence, there ſtood, 
WE Not diftant far, a high-heap'd Pile of Wood: 
1» Whether fome Fiend the Fires diſcordant ſpar d, 
1 Or Nature for new Prodigies prepar'd, 

Is yet unſaid, the Cauſe remains unknown: 

Eleocles upon the Top was thrown. 
Here they perceive a ſlender Gleam of Light 
From ſable Oaks, and joyful at the Sight, 
In Haſte implore the unknown Shade, who claims 62 5 
The Structure, to divide the grateful Flames 

With Polynices, nor diſdain to burn 5 

On the ſame Pyre, and ſhare one common Urn. 

Again behold the Brothers! — When the Fire 
| Pervades their Limbs in many a curling Fire. 


606 


615 


620 


630 | 


v. 607. T, 5 Phaeton] The Story of Phacton s Fall from ben | 
is too well known to be enlarged upon in a Note. See Ovid's 
Metamorpholes, Lib. 2. Fable 1. | 
v. 629. Again behold the Brothers,] This Fiction is very properly 


inſerted, and if it is not the Poet's 2 does great Ho- 
nour 


* 
ar 
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'T he vaſt Pile trembles, and th' Intruder's Corſe 
Is driven from the Pile with ſudden Force; 
The Flames, dividing at the Points, aſcend, 


And at each other. adverſe Rays extend. 


Thus, when the Ruler of th' infernal State 


(Pale- viſag d Dis) commits to ſtern Debate 9 1 


The Siſter-Fiends, their Brands, held forth to Fignt, 


Now claſh, then part, and ſhed a tranſient Light. 
The very Beams disjoin before their Eyes: 8 
With Hell- bred Terrors ſmit, each Virgin cries : 646 


Through our default then do the Flaines engage, 


And have our Hands renew'd fraternal 8 431 
For who however cruel in the F ray, 
Wou'd drive an n Theban's Shade away ? ? _ 
But our Eteocles ? —— The Shield I know, 645 
And half-burnt Girdle of the Brother Foe. 8 


Mark, how the Fire recedes, then joins again | 
Deep fixt as erſt their Enmities remain. 
Fruitleſs the War! In vain afreſh they | join 


In fight: O Tyrant, for the Palm is thine: 650 
Whence then this uſeleſs Rage, this martial Heat, 


When he uſurps the Crown, and regal Seat? 
Reſign your Threats; and thou, the younger, bend, 


Nor more for alienated Sway contend. 


nour to hls Judgment. Such Traits of the Marvellous have a 
fine Effect in Poetry. Lucan has imitated it in his Account of the 


Prodigies that uſhered in the civil War between Cæſar and Pom- 
509. Phar/alia, Lib. 1. 


* 


Veſtali raptus ab ara 
Ignis, et oſtendens confectas flamma Latinas 


Scinditur in Partes, geminoque cacumine ſurgit, 
Thebanos i imitata rogos. 


—— 


P p 2 | A 


At our joint Suit O cloſe the direful Scene; 
Or, to prevent your Rage, we ruſh between. 
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655 


Scarce had ſhe ſpoke, when with a rumbling Sound 


The Field and lofty Houſes ſhook around: 
The Pile yawn'd wider, and his Slumbers hots, 


From Dreams of Woe the ſtarting Soldier woke, 660 


And, running o'er the Plain, with naked Sword 
Each fecret Paſs and Avenue explor' d. I 
Menætes only dreads th' advancing Band; 

While they before the Pyre, a. ſtand, 
Avow the Breach of Creon's harſh Decree, 
And lift the Shout of Triumph, as they ſee 


Their Brother's Body to the Flames a Prey, 


And ev'ry mould'ring Limb conſum'd away. 


665 


If ought diſturbs the Tenour of their Mind,. 


»Tis but the Fear, that Creon ſhould be kind 
They both diſpute, whoſe Labours merit moſt 
Of Glory, and the Crime alternate boaſt. 1 
I brought the Corſe, and I the Structure fir'd, 
Me Love (they cry) me Piety inſpir'd. 2 
The cruel Puniſhment thus each demands, ; 


670 


675 


And thro? the Chains, delighted, thruſts her Hands. 


No more that Caution to offend remains, 
Nor mutual Reverence their Stile reſtrains : _ 
Both angry ſeem, ſuch jarring Clamors riſe 
On either Nags and rend the vaulted Skies. 


v. 669. If ought] The Magnanimity of theſe two Hannes is 


586 


equal to any thing recorded of the fair Sex both in F _ and 


Hiſtory. One cannot but cry out with Taſe. 


O Spettacolo grande, ove a tenzone 
Sono Amore, e magnanima Virtute ! 
Ove la morte al vincitor fi pone 

In premio, e'l mal del yinto è la Salute! 


The 


S 20 
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The Guards, who ſeiz d them, are — to n 


Before the King the Matter to report. 
But Pallas uſhers in the female Band 


To the Cecropian Town, at the Command 


Of Juno, crowns their Sorrows with Applauſe, 683 


And intereſts the People iu their Cauſe. 

Their Hands with Boughs, their Foreheads ſhe kene 
With Wreaths, and teaches them in humble Guiſe 
To veil their Face, the ſuppliant Knee to l 


And e Urns to public View extend. 690 


Of ev'ry Age a Crowd of Gazers roams, 
Some ſeek the Streets, and others mount their Domes: . 
From whence this Swarm of wretched Dames (they 
it. BI 
Why flows the Tear, and heaves the broken Sigh ? > 
In Concert, ere they learn the Cauſe, they groan. 69 5 
The Goddeſs, mixt with either Train, makes known 
The Object of their Suit, their native Land, 
And whom they mourn, and anſwers each Demand. 

On all Occaſions they themſelves diſcloſe 


The Source and Origin of all their Woes, 700 


And, murm'ring out th' inhuman Tyrant's Law, 
In Throngs around a vulgar Audience draw. 

Thus from their Neſts the Thracian Birds complain 
In broken Notes, and many a twitt'ring Strain, 


1 . 70g. T1 "ON How their Ne fs] Tereus, King of Thrace, 1 
married Pregne, the Daughter of Pandion King of Athens, and ra- 

viſhed her Siſter Philomela, cut out her Tongue, and ſhut her up 
in a Priſon, where ſhe wrote the Story in Needle. Work, and ſent 
it to her Siſter. Progne was transform'd to a Swallow, and Philo- 
mela to a Nightingale. We had a Simile drawn from this Bird 
in the 8th Book. I do not like the Repetition; but think it much 
more tolerable than one in the fifteenth Book of the Iliad, which 
is copied verbatim from one in the ſixth: I mean that of a Horſe 


Wy 


EY 
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85 To Strangers when th” ineeſtuous Nape they fing, 705 
And wail th' Injuſtice of the luſtful King. 


There ſtood as in the Centre of the Town 

An Altar, ſacred to the Poor alone; 

Here gentle Clemency has fix'd her Seat: 
And none but Wretches hallow the Retreat. 8 
A Train of Votaries ſhe never want: PO 


And a'l Requeſts and Suits, impartial, grants. 
Whoe'er implore, a ſpeedy Audience gain; 
And open Night and Day her Gates remain : 


That Miſery might ever find Acceſs l 


And by Complaints alone obtain Redreſs. 

Nor coſtly are her Rites: no Blood fhe claims 
From ſlaughter'd Victims, nor odorous Flames; 
Her Altars ſweat with Tears; and Wreaths of Woe, 
Her Suitors, tearing from their Hair, beſtow, 720 
Or Garments in her Fane are left behind,  _ 


When Fortune ſhifts the Scene, to her reſign'd.” 


A Grove ſurrounds it, where in ſhadowy Rows | 
The Laurel Tree and ſuppliant Olive grows. 
No well-wrought Effigy her Likeneſs bears, 725 
Her imag'd Form no ſeulprar'd Metal wears? = | 


ſet at Liberry and ranging che paſtures: whereas our Author has 


aps his Language and the Circumſtances of the Compariſon. 


v. 709. Here. gentle C lemency] Chaucer, who in his Palamon nd 
Arc.te has taken creat Liberties with our Author, and almoſt tran- 


ſcribed ſome Paſſages (as will be ſeen in the Sequel) mentions the 
Arier Ladies entering this Temple. 


Here in this Temple of the Goddeſſe Clemence, 
We have been waiting all this fourtenight : &e. 


'There is a vaſt Luxuriance of Fancy, as well as Propriety diſplay'd 


in this Deſcription. The Building, Sacrifices, and Votaries are 


ſuch as are highly conſiſtent with the Nature of the Gs and 
CharaRer of this Goddeſs, | 


An 
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In human Breaſts reſides the Pow'r divine, 
A conſtant Levee trembling at her Shrine. 
The Place, deform'd with Horrors not its own, 


To none but Objects of Diſtreſs is known. #730 
Fame ſays, the Sons of great Alcides rear'd 
The Fane, in Honour of the Pow'r rever'd 
(A Temple to their Father firſt decreed) 
But Fame diminiſhes the glorious Deed. 
Tis juſter to believe, the Pow'rs above, 5 


Of whoſe Protection, and parental Love 
Fair Athens ſhar'd a more than equal Part, 
The Plle erected, not a Mortal's Art; 
That Mercy might, by ruſhing in between 


Offended Juſtice, —— th' Offender ſcreen — 740 


The guilty Wretch : for this the Structure roſe, 
A common Refuge in oy greateſt Woes. 
No human Blood th' unſpatted Pavement ſtains; 
But threat'ning Vengeance with her clanking Chains, 


And Inſtruments of Anger, howls aloof, 7245 


Nor Fortune frowns beneath this hallow'd Roof. 
Through all the Globe is this Aſylum known. 
Here Kings depos'd, and Chiefs in War o'erthrown, 
And thoſe, whoſe Error was their only Crime, 
Convene, repairing from each diſtant Clime. 750 
This hoſpitable Goddeſs ſoon o'ercame ky 
The Rage of e whoſe W F lame 


v. 752. The Rage of Oedipus] Oedipus, being expell'd T hebes, 
by the Command of Creon, fled to Colonos, where there was a 
Temple conſecrated to the Furies, but was taken thence by the 
Athenians, and very hoſpitably entertained, Ariſtophanes wrote a 
Tragedy on this Subject. Laantius. 
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The Furies kindled; and Oreſtes freed 

From the fell Horrors of the murd'rous Deed. 

Hither the penſive Dames of Lerna come, 755 
_ Conducted by a Crowd: before the Dome 
A Train of Pilgrims ſtood, but all give Way. 

Soon as more pleaſing Thoughts their Cares allay, 
They ſhout aloud. — Thus when a well-rang'd Hoſt 
Of feather'd Cranes ſurvey the Pharian Coaſt, 760 

They ſtretch their Necks, and clapping, as they fly, 
Their Wings expanded, ſhade a Length of Sky: 
Such is their Joy to ſcape the Winter's Reign, 
And ſhare in Nile the Summer-Heats again. 
Now The/eus, grac'd with Conqueſt and Renown 769 
From Scythian Battels, ſeeks th' Athenian Town. 
A Pair of ſnow- white Steeds his Chariot draws, 
His Chariot wreath'd with Laurels, while thi Applauſe 
Of ſhouting Thouſands, ang pacific Sound  _ 
Of breathing Clarions wafts his Praiſe around 770 
To ſwell the Pomp, before the Chief are borne 
The Spoils and Trophies from the vanquiſh'd torn; 
The Car, the Pageant charg'd with many a Creſt, 
The ſorrowing Steed, with Trappings gayly dreſt, 
The Pole-Axe, wont to lay the Foreſt low, 275 
And thin Maæotis, the well-poliſh'd Bow, in, 
The Quiver light, the Girdle ſtudded o'er 
With Gems, and Shield deform'd with female Gore. 
But they, intrepid ſtill, their Sex diſcloſe, 
And in no vulgar Groans RR their Woes; 780 


v. 759. A well-rang'd Hot] The Cranes in their Flight (as here 
from a colder to a warmer Climate) uſually kept in the Form of 
one of theſe three Greek Letters A A or T, unleſs the Violence of 
the Wind, or any other Accident 7 their Order. 


Ta 
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To ſue for Life unworthily diſdain, ; 
And ſeek the martial Virgin's holy Fane. 
The reigning Paſſion now is to behold = 
The Victors, glitt'ring with Barbaric Gold: 
But moſt Hippolyte their Notice drew, 785 
No longer frowning, but ſerene to view, | 
And reconcil'd to Nuptial-Rites, — they gaze 
 Aſkance, with Looks expreſſive of Amaze, 
And mutter out their Wonder, that ſhe broke 
Her Country's Laws, and patient of the Yoke, 790 
Wich artful Braidings trick'd her auburn Hair, 
And veil'd her Sun-burnt Boſom, whilom bare; 
That, pleas'd, ſhe mixes in the gaudy Show, 
And brooks th' Embraces of an Attic Foe. . 
By flow Degrees the Suppliants quit the Fane, 995 
And, — full in en the Train, py 


v. 78 . 8 Bernartins gives Himſelf much bie about 
the Name of this Lady of The/eus, and endeavours to prove from a 
Paſſage in Pauſanias, that it was not Hippolyte, but Antiope. But as 

what he advances is very dry and tedious, and as the Subject itſelf 

is not intereſting (a Poet not being tied down to hiſtorical Preci- 
fon) I ſhall — no farther Notice of it, as the Reader may ſee it 
at large in the Variorum Edition by Veenhuſen. 


v. 795. By flow Degrees] So Chaucer. 


This Duke, of whom I make mencioune, 
When he was come almoſt to the Town 

In all his well and his moſt Pride, : 
He was ware, as he caſt his Eye aſide, 
Where that there kneled in the high Wey 
A Companis of Ladies, twey and twey : 
Each after other clad in Clothes blacke, 
But ſuch a crie and ſuch a Woe they make, 
That in this World nys Creature living 
That ever heard ſuch a waimenting: 
And of this Crie they would never ſtenten, 
Till they the Reines of his bridell henten, 


Admire 


n 8 
EE ns, an K — — 


; 
4 
110 
1 
i. 
e 
1\FFi} 
1331 
TEE | 
1 i 
SE it 
|S i} 
1'EM if 
{SE li 
1 13 
n 
q! 6 
Aa 
1 
e. 
HEE! 
70 ay: 
$10 2-3! 
HERE! 
WEE! 
61 | 
$9 8 i (4% 
14S 
70-344” 
} 
j 


3 — 


— —2— 


HE. nn 2—2— —.—.— — — — 


4 * — — 
2 4 3 Kobe * . 
. — * — 
nf tt gt net — eee - — 
* A . 
Zr 


ne —— 
5 —— 


Po of 44 eas - en — 
_ 
* 


— 


"PEER — 
3 +. nt 4. 
A £9 57 — 
—— — ½g—l— ir 
— 


— — 
E 


* 8 wth 3 + a> 
* 3 9 — 
— , — - 
OSS DI — 


602 STATIUSs THE BAID. Book XII. 


Admire the Triumph, and recall to Mind, 

Their Huſbands, to the Fowls of Air reſign'd. 

The Courſers halting, from his Chariot's Height 

The Monarch lean'd, and, muſing at the Sight, 800 
Inquires the Cauſe. — To his. Demand replied 
The Wife of Capaneus, and boldly cried. 


O valiant Theſeus, of whoſe future Praiſe, 


And Glory, Fortune on our Ruins lays on 


v. 803. 0 PPD Theſeus] It will not I apprehend, be an un- 
pleaſing Taſk to the Reader to compare this a with the laſt 
— Author” s on the ſame Subject. 


The oldeſt Ladie of them all f pake, 

Whan ſhe had ſouned with a deadlie chere, 
That it was ruth for to ſee and here: 

She ſaid, Lord to whom Fortune hath yene 

Victory, and a Conqueror to livre; 

Nought greveth us your Glory and Honour, 
But we beſpeke you of Mercy and Socour. 

And have Mercy on our Wo and Diſtreſſe, 

Some drop of Pity through the Gentilneſſe 

Upon us wretched Wymen let thou fall. 
For certes, Lord, there nys none of us all 

That ſnene hath been a Dutcheſſe or a bo hd 

Nor be we Caytifs, as it is well iſene: 

Thanked be Fortune, and her falſe Whele 
That none Eſtate aſſureth for to be well. | 

Now certes, Lord, to abyde your Preſence, 
Here in this Temple of the Goddeſſe Clemence, 

We have be waiting all this fourtenight : 

Helpe us, Lord, r h it heth in thy Might. 

I Wretch, that wepe and waile thus 
Whilom Wife to King Capaneus, ö. 

That ſtarfe at Theles, curled be the Day, 

And all we that ben in this Array, 

And maken all this Lamentation 1 50 

We loſten all our Huſbondes at that Town, 

While that the Siege thereabout laie; 

And yet the old Creon (wel awaie) 

That Lord is nowe of Thebes Cite, 


Ful- 
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The Baſis, deem us not a guilty Train 805 
For Crimes far exiPd, or of foreign Strain: 

Since all of us attain'd the Rank before 

Of royalty, and ruPFd th' Inacbian Shore, 

The Wives of Kings, who met an early Grave 


In Theban Wars, unfortunately brave. _ 810 


Tho' griev d, we cannot of their Deaths complain, 
For this the Laws and Chance of Arms ordain. 

Not were they Centaurs, or of monſtrous Birth, 

The Sport of Nature, and the Dregs of Earth. 
To wave their Race, and glorious Anceſtry, 815 
Suffice it, noble Theſeus, that with thee 
They bore a manly Form, a thinking r 
And all the Properties of human Kind: 
Yet Creon, ruthleſs as the King of Hell, 


And, as th' infernal Boatſman, ſtern and fel 1 MS 


To breathleſs Carcaſſes extends his Ire, 
Nor grants the laſt ſad Honours of the Pyre : 
Beneath the doubtful Axle of the Sky, 


And Erebus, unburied ſtill they lie. 
Alaſs! O Nature, how art thou debas'd! | 825 


Through our Defaults inſulted and diſgrac'd. 


Folfilled of Yre, and of ws: 

He for Diſpute, and for his Tiranny . 

To done the Deed Bodies Villanie, 

Of all our Lords, which that benſlawe 

Hath all the Bodies on an Heape idrawe z 

And will not ſuffer them by none Aſſent 
Neither to be buried, ne to be brent 

But maketh Hounds to eat hem in Diſpite. 

And with that Word without more Reſpite 
They fallen groſsly, and crien piteouſly, 

ave on us wretched Wymen ſome Mercie 


And let our Sorowe finke in thine Hert. 
Where 
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Where now is Athens ? where the Gods above? 
Why ſleeps the Thunder-bolt of partial Jove. 
Meanwhile the ſev'nth bright Harbinger of Day 
Turns far from Thebes her orient Steeds away. 830 
The Stars, that gild yon ſpangled Sphere with Light, 
Avert their Rays, and ſicken at the Sight. 

The very Birds, and Monſters of the Wood 
Abhor th' ill-ſcented Field, and noiſome Food, 


From the corrupted Blood ſuch Streams ariſe, 835 


Taint the freſh Gale, and poiſon half the Skies. 
Nought ſave the putrid Gore to burn remains, 
And naked Bones, that whiten all the Plains. 
Haſte, venerable Sons of Cecrops, haſte S 
To lay the Realms of haughty Creon waſte: 840 
Suech Vengeance well becomes you haſte before 
Hie pours his Fury on the Thracian Shore, 

Before each Nation ſhares an equal Fate, 

And Millions rot beneath his impious Hate. 
For ſay, what Lengths will bound his lawleſs Rage, 
If Thoughts of Vengeance yet his Breaſt engage? 


*Tis true, they fought, and vanquiſt'd n the 
Plains, 


Yet why ſhould he purſue their cold Remains ? 
Not thus thy Wrath, as Fame reports the Deed, 
Baſe Sinis to his Brother aan 50 


ne” . 850. Baſe Sinis] $inis, Cercyon. and Scyron were notorious 
Robbers, whom this Hero killed, of the former Pauſania in his 


Corinthiacs gives the following Account. “In the 17hmus there is 
«© a Place, where Sinis, the Robber, bending the Branches of ſe- 
e veral Pines to the Ground, bound the Wretches that he over- 
came, to them in ſuch a Manner, that when the Trees unbent 


** themſelves, they tore their Bodies to Pieces. He was puniſhed 
<« in the ſame wy Wy 7 e. 3 | 


| Propertius 
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But, as thy valour great, thy Pity gave 

Him and his ill-deſerving Peers a Grave. 

Thy Piety, I ween, the Foe admires, 

And Tanais ſhines bright with frequent Fires. 


No wonder then, the Pow'rs of Battel bleſs 835 


Thy dreaded Arms with more than hop'd Succeſs, 
Yet Oh what Wreaths thy Forehead ſhould adorn, 
More glorious, than the Palm of Conqueſt borne. 
Woud'ſt thou but grace the Dead with Obſequies, 


And eaſe the Realms of Dis, the Earth, and Skies. 860 


If Crete, and thy own Marathonian Plain 

Thou freed'ſt, nor the ſage Matron wept in vain, 

O grant our Suit: fo thro' th' enſanguin'd Field 
May Pallas guide thee, and from Danger ſhield; 
Nor Hercules with envious Hate purſue 865 
Thuy equal Feats: but may thy Mother view 
An endleſs Round of Triumphs, nor the State 

Of Athens prove at any Time our Fate: 

She ſaid and ceas'd. with Hands upheld the reſt 


Eccho her Shrieks, and ſecond her Requeſt, 870 


Propertius alludes to this Fact. Book zd. 


Arboreaſque cruces Sinis et non hoſpita Graüs 
| Saxa, et curvatas in ſua fata trabes. | 


See Plutarch likewiſe in the Life of Theſeus. Bernartius. 


v. 854. And Tanais] Tanais was a famous River in the Country 


of the Amazons. 


v. 361. If Crete, and &.] He killed the Marathonian Bull, and 


Minotaure of Crete. 
v. 869. She ſaid and ceas'd] Let us ſee what Chaucer ſays, 


- This gentil Duke downe from his Horſe ſtert, 
With Hert piteous, when he herd hem ſpeke. 
Him thought that his Hert woulde breke. 
Whan he ſaw hem ſo piteous and ſo mate 
That whilom were of fo grete Eſtate : 


And 
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606 STATIUS's THEBAID. Book XII. 
At this the Stream of Grief begins to flow, 

And his wet Cheeks with riſing Bluſhes glow. 

But ſoon his Tears are dried in vengeful Flames; 
And, fir'd with juſt Reſentment, he exclaims. 


What Fury thus deforms the moral Plain 675 


Of Kings, and in the Monſter ſinks the Man? 


Thank Heav'n, my Virtue is not left behind, 

Nor with my Climate have I chang'd my Mind. 

Whence this new Phrenzy, Creon ? haſt thou thought 
My Spirits broken with the Toils I wrought? 880 


* 


I come, I come, unwearied as before: 


And my Spear thirſts for thy devoted Gore. 
Then quick, my faithful Phegeus, turn thy Steed, 
And bear to Creon this my Will decreed, . 
© Thebes, or the Grecian Carcaſſes ſhall burn: 92 88 3 


Go, and prevent our Hopes vith thy Return. 
This ſaid, forgetful of his recent Toils, 


He chears his Troops to fight with plomtre Spoils 
And heals their Strength impair d. Thus when again 
The Victor-Bull recovers his Domain, e e $90 


And in his Armes he hern all up hent, 

And hem conforted in full good Entent : 

And ſwore his Othe, as he was true Knight 

He wolde don ſo ferforthly his Might, 
Upon the Tyrant Creon hem to MS, 
That all the People of Grece ſhulde ij 

How Creon was of Theſeus yſerved ; 

As he that hath his Deth full well deſerved. 


v. 889. Thus when again} Thane; is a great Deal of what the 
French Call Naivete vivace in this Compariſon, and it may be ob- 
ſerved to the Honour of our Author, that * never fails 1 in this 


Article through the the whole Work. 


ſervatur ad imum, 
Qualis ab incœpto Proceſſerat, et ſibi conſtat, 


And 


* 
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And Herd, if haply the rebellowing Grove 


Betrays a ſecond Rival to his Love, 


Tho' from his Head and Neck the bloody Show rs 
Diſtill, he recollects his ſcatter'd Pow'rs, 


And, ev'ry Groan ſuppreſs'd, and Wound conceal'd, 


Expatiates o'er the Mead, untaught to yield. 896 


Tritonia ſhakes the Terrors of her Breaſt; 


And ſtrait the Snakes, that form Meduſa's Creſt, 
With hoſtile Hiſſings all at once ariſe, 


And at the Walls of Cadmus dart their Eyes. 900 


Nor had th' Athenian Hoſt prepar'd to go, 
When Dirce trembled at the Trump of Woe. 
Now to the War not only thoſe, who ſhar'd 
The Laurels reap'd on Caucaſus, repair 'd 


With unextinguiſh'd Heat, but ev'ry Plain 905. 


To Combate ſends a rude, unmarſhall'd Train 
Beneath the Standards of their Chief convene 

The Hinds, who cultivate the Paſtures green 

Of Brauron, and the Pyrezan Strand, 
Dreadful tho firm to Seamen, when they land. 910 
From Marathon, inur'd to martial Toils, 

Though yet unnotic'd for its Perſian Spoils, 

A Band arrives. with theſe a Cohort ſpeeds 

From fair Melænæ's ever-verdant Meads. 


Then from Jcarius' hoſpitable Dome, 91 5 


To Gods a Feaſting-Houſe, the Warriors roam, 
From Parnes, with a purple Harveſt crown'd _ 
n for its fertile Groves renown'd, 


v. 912. Though yet Py The 3 gained a great Vic- 


tory here over the Per/ian Army commanded by , whoſe 


Hiſtory every one is well acquainted with, 
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And Lycabeſſos, not unknown to Fame 

For Olives. Next the ſtern Ileus came, 920 
The rough Hymettian, and the Swains who wreath 
The Thyrjus in Acharne's Vales beneath. 
Sunium, by eaſtern Prows afar perceiv'd, 
Is left, from whence the Cretan Ship deceiv'd | 

The Sire with ſable Sails, as o'er the Steep 925 
He bent, in A& to fall, and name the Deep. 
Theſe Salamis, and thoſe Eleuſis ſends, 
O'er whoſe rich Furrows Ceres wide extends 
The Scene of Plenty: on they bend their Way, 
Their Plows ſuſpended for the dreadful Fray. 930 
Now march the Troops, whom, hardy, fierce and bold, 
Calliroe's nine meandring Streams infold, 

And fair Iyſos, who conceal'd with Care 
The Thracian Raviſher, and Attic Fair. 


The Citadel refigns its Guards for Fight, 935 


Where Neptune and Minerva vy'd in Might, 


v. 925. With fable Sail) The Lot Rana upon T ear t to 80 to 
Crete according to the Compact with Minos, he went on board a 


Ship, whoſe Sails and Tackle were black, and receiv'd this Com- 
mand from his Father AÆgeus, that if he eſcaped the Dangers, he 


ſhould change his black Sails into white ones : but the Hero for- 
getting this Injunction, his Father ſeeing the black Sails imagin'd 
that his Son was dead, and caft himſelf headlong from the Pro- 
montory of Sunium into the Sea, which was afterwards call'd the 
Agean from his Name and Deſtiny. 

v. 933. Who conceal*d with Care] Boreas raviſhed Orythia, the 
Daughter of King Ere&heus, by whom he had the two Twins, 
Zetus and Calais. Lactantius. | 


v. 940. Where Neptune and Minerva] The Poet means the 


Acropolis, where the above-mentioned Deities made a Tryal of 


their Power. The former, by ſtriking the Earth, caus'd a Horſe 
to ſpring from it, which is the Token of War: but the latter 


produc'd an Olive-Tree, the Enſign of Peace. 


Till 
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Till from the doubtfal Cliff an Olive ſprung, 
And th* ebbing Seas with length*ning Shade o erhung. 
Nor had the Scythian Queen withheld her Aid; 


She join'd the Hoſt with Enfigns high-difplay*d. 546 


But Theſeus, mindful of her growing Pains, 

And ſwelling Womb, her youthful Heat reftrains, 
And warns her, ſafe at home from War's Alarms; 
To deck the Nuptial-Bed with votive Arms. 


Soon as the Chief ſurveys their martial Rage, 943 


While prone to fight, and ardent to engage, 
They greet their Offspring with a ſhort Embrace, 


Thus from his Car he ſpeaks. O gen'rons Rac e! . 


With me ſelected to defend the Laws 


Of Nations, and aſſert the common Cauſe, 950 


Exert your Pow'rs, and to the Combate riſe 
With Courage equal to the vaſt Emprize. 
With us is Nature, ever faithful Guide, 

The Gods, inclining to the juſter Side, 


And, to our View diſelos d, th” Eh/fian Band 953 


In Approbation of our Conduct ſtand: 
The Snake-hair'd Fiends the Sons of Cadmus head 
And to the *. their n Banners ſpread. - 


v. 944. To deck] Tt was a Cuſtom of the Ancleate after a Vic- 


tory, or when they had reſign'd their military Employments, to 


hang up their Arms, and conſecrate them. Horace alludes to | 
this Ceremony. Lib. 3. Ode 26. 


Vixi puellis nuper idoneus, | 
Et militavi non fine Gloria: 
Nunc arma, defunctumque bello 
Barbiton hic paries habebit: 
Lævum marinæ qui Veneris latus 
Cuſtodit. hic, hic ponite lucida 
Funalia, et vectes, et arcus 
Oppoſitis foribus minaces. 


Qq mY On 


% * 
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On then, my Friends, to conquer or to die, 
And on the Juſtice of your Cauſe rely. oy fd 960 
The Monarch ſpoke, and hurPd a founding Lance, 
Prelude to fight, and ſignal to advance. 
As when the cloudy Son of Saturn forms 
The Winter's Reign, and vexes with his Storms 
The northern Pole, the Face of Heav'n's o'ercaſt, 965 
And all Aeolia ſhakes beneath the Blaſt, 
Whilſt Boreas, ſcorning his inactive Rae, 
Acquires freſh Strength, and whiſtles ofer the Seas: 
Then groan the Waves and nag the nen, 
ſhine, 
The Thunders roar, the Clouds i in Conflict Join. 979 
— Thus with repeated Strokes the Plains reſound, _ 
And Wheels and Hoofs indent the ſmoaking Ground. 
' Troop follows, Troop : beneath their Feet ariſe 
Black Clouds of Duſt, and intercept the Skies, bn 
Yet thro the thick'ning Gloom by Fits is ſeen 975 
The tranſient Light of Arms, that gleams between. 
Their Javelins glare with intermingled Rays, 
And ftrike each other with reflected Blaze. 
Now thro' the Shades of Night they ſeek their Foes: 
Meanwhile a Conteſt as DN. 980 
Who firſt could reach the Town, and in the Wall 
Infix his Dart. en o'er them all, 4 


v gba . And * 44 funding Lance] The Poet bas here (as it 
ſometimes happens with the moſt accurate Writers) confounded 
the Cuſtoms of other Countries with thoſe of his own, in repre- 
ſenting T he/eus giving the Signal of War by darting a Javelin into 
the Frontiers of his Enemy's Country, which Ceremony was pe- 

culiar to the Romans only, and perform'd by their F eciales or He- 
ralds at Arms, a8 we learn from Livy, Book 1. 


1885 n Neptune's 
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Neptun?” s great Offspring ſtalks along the Field 
With haughty Strides, and waves his ample Shield, 


The ſculprur'd Surface of whoſe Boſs diſplays 985 


| Crete's hundred Towns, the firſt Effay of Praiſe, 
Himſelf 1s there pourtray'd, as raſhly brave 
Within the horrid Windings of the Cave, 
He twiſts the Monſter's Neck, and to his Hands, 


And brawny Arms applies the ſtrait'ning Bands, 990 


Or from his threat'ning Horns withdraws away 

His Face, and ſhuns with Art th' unequal F ray. 
Fear ſeiz d the Theban Hoſt, as they ſurvey'd 

The Warrior's Image on the Targe pourtray'd 

Such was th* Engraver's Skill, they ſeem'd to view 99 5 
A double 7. beſevs, wet with gory Dew. 

The Hero at the Sight recalls to Mind 

His ancient Deeds, his Friends of noble Kind, 
The late-fear'd Threſhold, and the Gnoſſian F air, 3 
Purſuing the loſt Clue with ys _ : 1000 


9. . be Monſter N m The Minotaur was half Man, half 


Beaſt” 2 kept in the Labyrinth made by Dædalus, where he de- 


voured yearly ſeven of the nobleſt . Youths, till the third 


Year The/eus ſlew him, and eſcaped by the Help of Ariadne. 


v. 995. They ſeem'd to view] Tafſo ſeems to have imitated this 
Fiction in the 1 laſt Canto of his Jeru/alem delivered, where he tells 


us, that Rina/do's Motions were ſo ſudden and rapid, that every 


time he brandiſhed his Sword, his Enemies tought | he * 
i three. 


Qual tre * vie ſembra 1 Serpente, 

Che la preſtezza d' una il perſuade ; | 

Tal credea lui la ſbigottita gente roy 
Con la rapida man girar tre ſpade . 
L' occhio al moto deluſo il falſo crede. 

E'! terrore a que? monſtri accreſce fede. 


: GB Qq - Mean- 
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Meantime the Dames, for ſpeedy Death deſign d 
By Creon's Law, their Hands faſt- bound behind, 
Are from the loathſome Priſon-houſe convey d 
Beneath a double Guard. Both undiſmay'd, 
Triumphant would reſign their vital Breath, 1095 
Smile at the Dagger drawn, and ruſh on Death, 
And dying diſappoint the Tyrant's Aim; . 
When to the Court th' Athenian Legate came. FEY 
An Olive' s peaceful Branch indeed he bears 
But War in high inſulting Tone declares; 1010 
And mindful of his Lord's ſupreme Command, = 
Informs the 7. beban King, that near at hand, 
His Maſter's Troops are 1 and but wait 
His Anſwer, to commence the ſtern Debate. 
The Tyrant, floating in a Sea of Cn”. 3086 
| Now doubts to perſevere in Wrath, or ſpare, 
At length with an aſſum'd, embitter'd Smile 
Confirm'd he thus replies in haughty Style. 
Since then no Samples of our Ire ſuffice 2 
To make a raſh, and doating People wiſe, 1020 
Let Self-Experience. - See! the Foe again en 
Inſults our Walls. We'll meet them on the Plain. 
Let them prepare to ſhare their Neighbour's F ate; 
Repent they may, but they repent too late. 5 
This is our Law, and on theſe Terms we take 1028 
The Field. — While thus in angry Mood he pale N 


v. 1001. Meantime the Dana! T here is a a, great Similitude be- 
tween this Book and the 2d of Tafſo's Jeruſalem. The Magnani- 
mity of Olindo and Sophroma reſembles that of Antigone and Argia. 
| The former are delivered from Puniſhment by the Mediation of 
Clorinda, and the latter by the Interpoſition of the 4:henian Am- 
baſſador. Nor is the haughty Deportment of Faru unlike that 


of A. 
A Cloud 
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A Cloud of Duſt, aſcending in his Sight. 
Obſcures the Day, and hides the Mountains Height, 
Impaſſion'd as he was, he warns his Bands 
To arm, and Armour for himſelf demands. 1030 
Sudden he fees (an Omen of his Fall) * 
The Furies ſeated in the middle Hall, 

Men æceus weeping his devoted Sire, 

And the glad Argives flaming on the Pyre. 


How fatal to the Thebans was the Day, 1035 


When Peace, by Blood obtain'd, was chac'd away ? 
Their Weapons, ſcarce hung up, they now reſume, 
 Hack'd Shields, unable to prevent their Doom, 
Helms of their Creſts bereft in Days of Yore, 


And Javelins yet diſtain'd with clotted Gore: 1040 


None is diſtinguiſh*d on th* embattePd Mead | 
For his neat Quiver, Sword, and well-rein'd Steed. 
Neo longer in the Trenches they confide : 
The City-Walls gape wide on every Side, 
No Gates, nor Bulwarks guard the Guilty Town, 1045 
By Capaneus diſmantled, and o'erthrown. 

Nor now the heartleſs Youth, before they quit 
Their Wives LY ee Embraces Knit 


v. 1027. 4 Chud of Dub, aſeending in 12 Sight ] Occafioned by 


the March of the Athenian Army. 


v. 103 1. And ſudden ſees] To make this Fiction 83 we 


muſt not take the Words of the Original in a literal Senſe, but 
ſuppoſe, that Creon, oppreſs'd with Cares and Anxiety, fell aſleep, 

and ſaw. theſe Images in a Dream; as Richard the third in Shakte- 
ſpear the Night before the Battel of Boſworth ſaw the Ghoſts of 


_ thoſe he had murthered, and was by them threatened with his ap- 
proaching Death. 


1047. Before they quit] The farewell Kiſs was ſo much inſiſted - 


on by the Aneients at parting from, or ſeeing one another again 
after a 00 Abſence, that Suetonius informs us, Nero was cenſur'd, 
and look'd upon as an uncourteous brute for the Omiſſion of it. 
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Their ſpreading Arms, nor the laſt Kiſs beſtow, _ 
Een the craz'd Parents part without a Vow, 1050 


But when th* Athenian ſaw the ſolar Beam 
Fram burſting Clouds upon his Armour gleam, 


With headlong Fury on the Field he leaps, 
Where many an Argive Chief unburied ſleeps: _ 
And, as he views the Blood-polluted Streams, 1055 


And breaths an Air condens'd by vap'ry Steam 


Beneath his duſty Helmet, at the Sight _ 
Enflam'd, he groans, and ruſhes to the Fight. 
Some Reyerence at leaſt the Theban ſhows, | 
Some Honour on the Greciaus he beſtows, 1060 
As for the Fight another Plain he choſe, 


Nor mingled with the Dead his living Foes, 


But, to fill up the Meaſure of his Guilt, 
And fave the Blood, devoted to be ſpilt, « 
A Field untill'd, and never furrow'd o'er 1065 
He ſingles our, to drink the hoſtile Gore, . 
And now Bellona ſets in adverſe Arme fe 3 
Both Hoſts, and ſhakes the Plain with War's Alarms. 
With Shouts the Theban Bands the Strife commence: 
But martial Trumps th' Athenian Troops incenſe. 1070 
With down-caſt Looks the Sons of Cadmus ſtand, 
And feebly graſp the Weapons in their Hand; 
Their Arms yet unemploy'd, they yield their Ground, 


And ſhew old Scars, and many a ſtreaming Wound. 


6 Quod neque adyeniens, neque proficiſcens, quenquam oſculo im- 
pertivit.“ Life of Nero, Cap 37. 
v. 1070. But martial T; 


fore the Battel declar'd to either Army by an Herald, that he had 
no Other View in this Expedition, but to have Juſtice done to the 
Argives, by having them buried in a decent proper Manner; and 
that Creon made no Anſwer to this Declaration. Barthins. 


; En, Nor 


-umps)] Euripides tells us, that Theſeus be- 
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Nor in th* Athenian Chieftains as before 10% * 
The Thirſt of Vengeance glows; their T hreats are oder, 
And, unoppos'd, their Courage dies away. 
Thus, when the yielding Woods decline the Fray, 
The Winds grow placid; and the Waves ſubſide, 
If no firm Shore repells the briny Tide. 1080 
But as the Son of Ægeus high diſplay d ; 


The Spear of Marathonian Oak, whoſe Shade 
O'erhangs the Foe, whilſt dreadful to the Sight, 
Its ſteely Point emits a beamy Light. 1 
His Foes pale Horror urges from behind, 1083 
And wings them with the Fleetneſs of the Wind. 
As when from Hemus Mars impells his Car, 
_—_ ſcatters 5 from the Wheels of War, 


e 4 aber from Hzmus] Status FD this Obere ſets 
the Valour of Theſeus in a very exalted Light. He is no leſs for- 
midable than Mars himſelf, We look upon him, as more than 
human, and are not aftoniſhed ſo much at the Effects of his 
Proweſs. The firſt Hint of comparing Heroes to the Gods was 
Homer s, who 3 in his Thad likens Idomeneus tq this ſame Deity. 
. Verſe 298. : 
Oos 3 —— une eine Hel reis, . ö 
73 3 95 $12@- y 605 4 rer neᷣs 2 @repons 'Þ = 
Ein, de iPoonce v xe TAS, P 


Vireil has enlarg'd on this Simile, and thrown | in ſeveral beautiful ; 
Images.  ZEneid, Book the 12. V. 331 | 


Qualis apud gelidi cum flumina concitus Hebri 
Sanguineus Mavors clypeo increpat, atque furentes 
Bella movens immittit Equos : illi æquore aperto 
Ante Notos Zephyrumque volant: gemit ultima pulſu 

Thraca pedum: circumque atræ Formidinis ora, 
Irzque, Inſidiæque, Dei comitatus, aguntur. 


S. Talicus has likewiſe imitated it in his Punic War, Book 1 1. 
Quantus Biſtoniis late Gradivus in oris 
Belligero rapitur curru, telumque coruſcans 
Titanum quo pulſa cohors, flagrantia bella 
Senn afflatu domat, et  ridoribus axis 


Before 
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Before him Carnage, Rout, Diſorder fly, 


His Harbingers, and all or kill or die. n 


But Theſeus ſcorns to ſtain with vulgar Gore 

His Sword. The flying Herd he paſſes 9'er, 
To weaker Hands ſuch eaſy Conqueſts yields, 
And ſcours, in queſt of nobler Game, the Fields, 


Thus Dogs and Wolves invade the ready Prey, 1093 


While the more gen'rous Lion ſtalks . 
Fet 7 hamirus and bold Olenius too. 
Preſuming to contend in Arms, he flew; 
This, as he lifts a Stone, in Act to throw, 


That, as he fits his Arrow to his Bow, 11 


Then fell three Sons of Aceus fide by Side, 

Whilſt in their Strength united they confide. + bis; 
| Pierc'd by three Spears: firſt, wounded in his Breaſt, 
Raſh Phileus ſought the Shades of endleſs Reſt 

Next, the Lance piercing thro? the Sboulder- Join, 


Japir dies, laſt Helops bit the Point. 1106 


Now Haæmon in his Car he fought: his Blade, 
Way'd round, in Air a dazling Circle made: 
But he retires. —— The Spear with whizzing Sound 
Two Chiefs transfixd with one continu'd Wound, 
And aim'd a third, but th' Axle; tree withſtood, ILLE 
And lodg'd the Dart, deep-buried in the Wood. 
But Creon only thro the Ranks of Fight 
He ſeeks, and challenges to prove his Might : 
The Tyrant in the Van, tho' far apart, 1115 
He ſoon eſpies, whilſt. uſing ev'ry Art, 
To dare th' Attack he reincites his Band, 

And makes the laſt Effort ; him, by Command 


v. 1118. Him by Counand ] Our Author ſeems ta have taken this 
Ille 


en e e from Virgil's neid, Lib. 12. Verſe 758. 
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Of Theſeus, his retiring Troops reſign 


To his own Valour, and the Pow'rs divine. 1120 


The King recalls them, but, when he deſcry'd 
NFimſelf alike abhorr'd by either Side, 
Bold with Deſpair, his utmoſt Rage collects, 
And thus to Theſeus his Diſcourſe dire&s. 


Think nat, thou comeſt here a War to wage 1125 


With Amazons, or wreak thy female Rage 


On female Foes. Thou meet'ſt with manly Arms, TT 


Chiefs old in War, and nurs'd amidſt Alarms; 
Beneath whoſe Might Hippomedon was lain, 8855 

And Capaneus, and Tydeus preſs'd the Plain. 1130 
What Phrenzy prompts thee thus to tempt thy Fate? 

See, in whoſe Cauſe thou kindleſt the Debate! 

He ſpoke, and at the Foe a Javelin flings, 

Faint on the Surface of the Shield it rings. 
But Theſeus, ſmiling at the feeble Blow 1135 
Shakes his enormous Lance, in Act to throw, | 
But, ere he lets th' impatient Weapon fly, 

In thund'r "ing Aon makes this n Reply. 


Ille ſimul wt Rutulos ſimul increpat omnes, 
Nomine quemque vocans; notumque efflagitat enſem. 
Eneas mortem contra præſenſque minatur 
Exitium, fi quiſquam adeat; terretque trementes 
Exciſurum urbem minitans ; ——— 


v. 1125. T, hink not] 83 in the gth Book of the Raeid | 


inſults the Trojans in almoſt the ſame Strain. 


Quis Deus Italiam, quz vos dementia adegit ? 
Non hic Atridæ: nec fandi fictor Ulyſſes: 


Creox however, in the Heat of TR Paſſion, tranſgreſſes the Bounds 


of Truth, and very ungratefully forgets his Deliverer, in attri- 


buting the Death of Caparcui to a mortal Hand. 
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Ye Grecian Shades, to whom Argides ne 
This Sacrifice, prepare the vengeful Fiends 1140 


For his Reception, and unbar the Domes 
Of Tartarus: He comes, the Tyrant comes. 


He faid, with Force difmiſs'd, the quiv'ring Dart 
Pervades the Skies, and lights, where near his . 


The ſlender Chains, well-wrought of ductile Gold, 


The Cuiraſs, arm'd with many a Plate infold. 11 46 
The Blood ſpins upward from a thouſand Holes: 
He ſinks, and, doubting where to fix them, rolls 


His Eyes around. — The Victor ſtands IE * 


To ſpoil his Arms, and thus inſulting cry'd. 1150 
No wilt thou rev'rence Juſtice, nor diſdain Po 
To grant Interment to the Grecians ſlain ? 
Go, meet the Vengeance, thy Demerits claim,” 
Secure howe er of the laſt fun ral Flame. 


V. 1151. Now 


rocity threatens Hector, that no Motives ſhall ever prevail with 


him to ſuffer his Body to be buried. — Here Homer has outrag'd | 
Nature, and not repreſented his Hero, as a Man, but a Monſter, 


And yet Mr. Poze, in the Preface to his Verſion, after having 


prais'd his Author s Talent for drawing Characters, and his Leſſons 
of Morality, remarks of Statius's Heroes, that an Air of Impe- 
tuoſity runs through them all; the ſame horrid and ſavage Cou- 
rage appears in his Capanens, Dune and Hippomedon. They have 


a Parity of Character (ſays he) which makes them ſeem Brothers 
of one Family. — 


a Tranſlator, 7 


With 


wile thou rev'rence 71 1e] Tt may be worth while 
to compare the Conduct of Theſeus with that of Achilles on a ſimi- 
lar Occaſion. The former, we ſee, when Creon was juſt dying, 
only upbraids him of his Cruelty in a gentle Manner, and with 
great Humanity promiſes him, he ſhall not want the funeral- 

Rites, which he deny'd ho others. Whilſt the latter, as it were to 
_ ſharpen and embitior the Agonies of Death, with the utmoſt Fe- 


This Obſervation may ſuffice to ſhew the 
Reader, to what Lengths a PredileQion er hls Author will carry 


Ne 
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With pious Tumult now both Hoſts embrace, 1158 
Join Hand in Hand, and mingle Face with Face. 
Peace and a League the Sons of Thebes requeſt; 
And, hailing Theſeus by the Name of Gueſt, 
Court him to march his Army to the Town, . 
And uſe the royal Manſion as his own. 1160 
The Chief aſſents. The Theban Dames rejoice, 
And greet his Entrance with applauding Voice. 
Thus did the Banks of Ganges once reſound 
KL | he Victor's Praiſe, with Wreaths of Vine-leaves crown'd. 
Now from the Summit of the fronting Hill, 1165 
Whoſe ſhady Groves o'erhang the ſacred Rill 
Of Dirce, the Pelaſgian Dames deſcend, 
And with ſhrill Shouts the vaulted Æther rend. 
Thus, when the frantic Choir of Matrons join 
With hideous Yell the jolly God of Wine 1170 
They rage and foam, as if they had decreed : 
| To do, or late had done ſome flagrant Deed. 
Far other Tears guſh forth, the Tears of Joy, 

And various Objects their Purſuit employ. 
To Theſeus theſe, to Creon thoſe repair, 1175 


- Whilſt others make the Dead their earlieſt Care. 


Scarce could I dignify their Woes in Verſe, 5 
And all the Pomp in equal Strains rehearſe, 
Should gentle Phæbus fortify my Lungs, 

And give Locution from a hundred Tongues. 1180 


v. 1179. Should gentle Phœbus] Our Author has imitated this 
from Homer, Book 2d, Verſe 488. | 
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To ſing, with what a Bound and placid Smile 
Evadne er upon the fun'ral Pile, ' 

And, folding in her Arms her Huſband's Corſe, 
Explor'd the Traces of the Lightning's Force; 

How his fair Spouſe with Kiſſes ſtamps the Face 1185 
Of cruel Tydeus, claſp'd in her Embrace; | 
Or to her Siſter with faſt-ſtreaming Eyes 
Argia tells the former Night's Emprize; 
With what loud Shrieks th' Arcadian Queen FE | 
Her Son, bewail'd by all his fubje& Bands, 1190 
Her Son, whoſe Beauty fled not with his Breath; 

Her Son, eſteem'd in Life, and wept in Death. 
For ſuch a mighty Taſk the new Supplies 

-Of ome. inſpiring God . ſcarce tullice.” £ 


Non, mihi fl . centum Log oraque n 4 
Ferrea Vox, omnes ſcelerum comprendere formas, | 
Omnia pœnarum e SY nomina poſſum. 2 5 
VN. E, In 6. 
2. af has alſo borrow'd the Thought, 7 eruſalem dehver'd it. Can., 95 


Stan. 925 


Non io, ſecento bocche, e lingue cento 
Aveſſi, e ferrea Lena, e ferrea voce, 
Narrar potrei quel numero, che ſpento 
Ne' primi aſſalti ha quel drappel feroce. 


1182. Evadne leap'd u pon the fur'ral Pile] This Heroine = 
| herſelf upon the Pile of Huſband Capaneus, and was burnt with 
him. There are equal Inſtances of Affection ' amongſt the eaſtern 
Nations of our Time, and Montainge acquaints us, that it is a 
Cuſtom in ſome Parts of India, whenever their Prince dies, to burn 
his moſt beloved Concubine on the ſame Pile with him. 


v. 1191. Her Son] This Repetition of the Hero's Name . = 


times leaves a great 3 of him on the Mind of the Reader, 
and 1s ſo very beautiful, that I thought m = op oblig*d to Preſerve 
it in the Tranſlation. Homer has —— equ ly ente. | 


Nuptos N aw Ed yrs 3 40760 Tgas View Hos, 
Negsvs a 4©, Nager T d, 
Napꝛòs, % x6 4505 ade b IA 5%. 


Yet 


Q — — * 


Book XII. STAT IUS's THEBAID. 621: © 
Yet more. — My Ship, long toſt upon the Seas, 11 95 
Requires a Port, and Interval of Eaſe. 
O Thebaid, dear Object of my Toil, 
For twelve long Years purſu'd by Midnight Oil! 
Wilt thou {ſurvive thy Author, and be read, 9 
His Lamp of Life extinct, his Spirit fled? 1200 

For thee already Fame has pav'd the Way N 
To future Praiſe, and cheriſhes thy Lay. 
Taſte ſtamps thee current, marks thee for her own, 
And makes thy few Deſerts, and Beauties known 
To gen'rous Cæſar, whilſt the ſtudious Youth 1205 
From thy chaſte Page imbibes the moral Truth 
With Fiction temper'd. Claim thy proper Bays, 
Nor emulate the greater Aneid's Praiſe Grits 
At awful Diſtance follow, and adore 8 5 
Its ſacred Footſteps: thus, the Tempeſt o'er, 1210 
Through Envy's Cloud diftinguiſh'd, thou ſhalt as 
And after me enjoy a Name divine. 


77. 0 Thebaid] The Poet in his Addreſs very artfully * 
his Lakes of the Reader, and at the ſame time fings his own Pa- 

negyric, which he has done in a decent modeſt Manner, and paid 

a genteel Compliment to the Author of the ZEneid. In this Self- 

Notice he has the Authority of Pindar, Lucretius, Ovid and Lucan, 

who have all givcn him Precedents. | 
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